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\. THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ue ANGELES | 
REPORT MADE AT __ ars a. aT WHEN MADE > } peniapron” nl REFOREMADEDY “oe 
ei wo, wa Balen |. 48, 20049 _ HOLES We BOWERS,. sa . 
WMS 7A ae ey ee we GHARAUIEROF CASE: Ss ww 


SAUE-SHEN STEN, Was we "-SSPTONAa B 


OL INS records reeled subject born. 9.2409 Shabchal, Chinas 
Arrived in U. S, ab Seattle 9-3-35.as non-quota Student 
to study at wr for three yoars. Registered as 
Hos.4656868: on’ 12-280 with residence 261 South Chester 
- Avenue, Pasadena, ‘California. (ISIEN's close friénds'* 
. and references ‘are connécted with CAL TECH). On 423-45 
“, Oxdt permit walved by State Department ab request of War™ | 
Department. who was euploying TSIEN as’ expert consultant eo 
;, TSIEN admitted for porgariont zeeldence: at Rouse ts Point, 


i ERE 7 
_ DATES an 


onsand Naturalization Service at 19th 
. » wovealed, thet in his application for 
, ‘ESUE SHEN TSTEN ‘sadd that ‘he on “posdded. at Shanghai ,. China from September, 
ty, 1954 ani at. Peipizig, China from July, ee stil July, 1935... In the 
\ apptcdts on "he eid. that he was. born on Sept: 909. at “Shanghai, that his 
\nothes: was? Geceased. ‘and his ‘Pabhorts name. wi Soin ASTER Of .16 Fang. Kn - - 
’ RS Bangoho, . China, “ESIEN ‘said. be stebled. re study at the: Massachusetts © 
Institut or" "Pechndlogy fox thre, years. >. A non quote, student'*s visa was issued - 
igah Consulate General: of Pentein, Chine, and TSIEN aubssquently 
. arrivad . an ‘the “United States. at Seattles” Washington, | on September 3, 1935 on 
: ‘the Prosident TACKS Ne uy ation; form No, 4656868 revealed 


TRERGTED AND 
NPORWAROES: ae LAE 


7 COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
(i ~ Bureau * Cog: 
‘i= Boston (Information) -; 
3 Los Angles (Ace? 
”  Yashington Fiels — 
: CORTES DESTRO] 


we ncormncsy Fanwig omnes - 7-203" 


1 sSTENts earéad ati the . BO te 6's South chdbted. ‘Aveo, Padadena, Calif 
» end’ an ‘ts: to be noted, thal in this fora ‘ap. “Statement, Now a is the ‘followings . 


yatta: “the “past! five joan. Lt have ‘not poet ‘eepiliatea , 
_ with'or active. in (@ menber of, official of, or. : ts 
orgatiizer for) organizations, devoted in whole or in ..”- 
‘part, to, tafluencing the political activities, public 
a relations : on public: policies or a foreign governuent.? 


2 toy tn. his ‘BER: foun the birth’ appeare as September ay: “ag103. 
x however, it is to be' noted that this’is the only discrepancy -in‘his birth ‘in 
‘the Fite as at aah other times it appears as September 2, 1909. 


ye a copy: of the. Piigerdriiits axe. attached to the AER form 

on ‘Yhtch “‘$SIENts bixth dete! is listed as September 2, 1909... An‘ AER address.’ 

“., wecord, card, dated March 15," Agh3/ reflected: TSIEN | afaress aa #360 EB Buena 2 
; “Lota, Court, Meatena, 0 Cabifornt: : , 


Septaibor 1356" ‘bo: ‘sagast, "i959, * graduate ptudent, “gedtroral 
Institute .of Technology; residence +: “Bh, South’ Catalina lok 
‘Avenus, Pasafléna} 1937-38-"-. 1154 Caniova ‘Strost, Pasadena a 
1958-29, Greduate: House. GAL TECH. ae 


"_Septenber,” 1659 6 Novauiber,” ‘i9ke, Rosoazch peliicveliip, oa - 
- TECH; residence +.1959-10..'288 South Michigan Avenue;: 
“a guGalah,: “28h South: Chester Avenue ;. Apllone,” 360, &. Buena 


“pngeasa in research of ordnance devices ‘for the Army” and. Navy under govornnint . 2 
contract No» CEM r-HlB and: ‘contract "Lolo RD i512 (rey. ce 


SOTSTEN ‘Tstea an 


Tog : 5 alton ‘questionnaire ‘the’ Pots ing @ as me 
: tive closest, friend 2 fp : . 


Dr. TEROOHE VAN" -aRMaNt 


°.> BIE 


“Dr, FRANK J, MALINA Ss 
Med. ANDREW MAJER = all connected with OAL MOH, es | 
Dr. WILLIAM R, SEERS, Northrop Afroratt, Bavthorne, California, 


He Listed és reféronces MALINA and SEERS, above, as well as 
‘Dri ROBERT A, MILLIKAN, Dr. CLARK B, MELLIKAN and Dr, ARTHUR L. KLIEN, all.of | 
Gelivornia Inatityte of Techuohogy. on. ee . 
. a -.. In this questionnaire be said that he belonged as a technical y 
“menor to the Institute of ‘Aexonatitical Sciencés andthe Signa xi Society Board’ 
organization which he joined in 1959; further, that he Was ‘on the mailing list: -. 
of the Chinese American Society of Pasaiena and the China Institute of America 
. in New York, that he had a subscription to the Aero-Digest and at the _present 
“tame (2042) was subsoribing to Aviation, Journal of Aeronautical Science ani 
- Aeronautical Engineering, Mathematical Review, Life, Time -and ‘the Christian. . 
“Seience Monitor. Po a : : ws 


- gy zettlor-aatea April 25, 1985, to thé State Department, a 
_. Request was made by Colonel FREDERIC Ey GLANTZBERG, “Air Corps Deputy, AAF “ 


Scientific -Aiyisory Group Office, Chie? of Air Staff, War Department,’ Washington, ©. 
. bo ‘Waive the documentary: and. exit permit requirements on béhelf of TSIEN to, pro- -. 
Wide for his’ return from a prjected overseas mission of the USAAF. : yoo 


Y | he. State Department records. which were review in connection 
with TSIEN revealed that on, April 23, 1945, the exit permit ‘was waived. for 
TSTEN'g departuxe oh or: before Mey’ 23, 1945 pursuant to. the. War Depértment *s 
request JCS military pommit “8GL7 and AEF pemitt No. 25037 werd furnished ‘DSIEN 
. dy, the Amy; farther, that TSIEN. was employed by the Wer Department. as en expert 
consultent at $25.00 per days. 0 wee noes fot, ” 


<<. > mie state Department Pile further reflected -that “ISTEN would 
' _ return’ to the states under, Section 4, (o.). of the INS regulation ess student. ° 
ts tes ThS redone reflect. ‘thet TSTEN' wes ‘admitted fér pormanent © 
J gesidence on April 21, 1947, at Rouse's Point, New York, from Montréal, Canada, = °¢ 
_ and at. this tine hed given as a residence ‘#5 Hobart Road, Newton, Massachusetts. — 


7 a _ ‘The INS file further reflécted that in his application for’. 
_ ‘re-entry ab Boston, Mesgackusetts, dated May 16, 19h7, TSIEN proposed departure - 
Prom the United Statiés on July 4, 1947. by. pene from San Francisco for China . 

. ip order to visit: his people. He re-entered: at Honolulu‘on September 27, 1U9k7 
and had been’ granted ‘re-entry permit #450120, having expixation dete May 28, 1948.:. 


Se 
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oa Pee infotition, in ‘the: NS ooords : 
“Local 4 arate poard was 189-Los Angéles, Californias that He 1s five fest end. 
seven inches, an height, and ang his ‘been pia ‘FBI: i cineeraeiat ee HIONG. joe 


: eee reconis ES 


ao 


s iurmismaarive ten - 


oo Cony. of. tits” rebort, has. Been ‘dost guated, Por, the "Boston aftice 
~tnasiioh as itis <Pneneea an n Investigation involving 1 ESUE-SHEN TSIEN. ; 
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Forma No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES 


DATE WHEN MADE 


16/6/49 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICM MADE 


5f 25,26,275 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - R 


6) 
‘SUSE SSIEN, wa. J. M. Decker 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


HSUS-SHEN TSIEN, a Professor of Aeronautical Engineer—" 
ing, terminates employment at Massachusetts Institute 
a of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts on June 30, 
iN 1949, Subject presently resides at 9 Chauncy Street, 
3 Canbridge, Massachusetts. No information received 
\ & 


reflecting Subject involved in subversive activities 

i+ }in Hoston area. ISIEN on 1/14/49 at Boston, Massachu- 

\\ setts, completed application for Certificate of Arrival 
and Preliminary Form of Declaration of Intention to 


Decome U. S. citizen, Subject cleared by U. S. Navy at 
Boston for work on classified projects. 


-P- 


Los Angeles letter to Boston dated 2/15/49. 
\ Report of SA HOLLIS W. BOWERS at 


Washington, D.G., date 4 - 
X 8/24/4904 CO REOATION CONTAINED 


SES 
PERSONAL HISTORY eee S UNCLASSIFIED 
~~ DATE Sis lay BY speci | 
"American Men. of Science" for the vant "yoad reflects 
HSUE-SHEN TSIEN was torn at Shanghai, China September 
1, 1910. He received a B.S. degree at Chiao~-Tung 
University in 1934, an M.S. at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Cambridge, Massacbdsetts in 1936 and a 
Ph.D. degree at California Institute of Technology In _ 
1939. He was a Research Fellow at California Institute | 
of Pechnology from 1939 to 1943 and Associate Professor 
from 1943 to the date of publication. His field was - 
listed.as Hydrodynamics, . 
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RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 


Confidential Informant T-1 provided the following information con- 
cerning the Subject, HSUS-SHEN TSIEN is a Professor in Aeronausical 
‘Engineering, Room 408, Building 33, Massachusetts Institute of Tech—- 
nology, Cambridge, Massachusetts. His residence address is 9 Chauncy 
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Presently the Subject is spending 10% of his time on two Navy Contracts, 
N-ORD 9661 and H-ORD 1444, consisting of the design and operation of 
@ supersonic wind tunnel which, when completed, will be used for test— 
ing guided missiles in anything which operates at a supersonic speed. 
He is also engaged on an Air Force Contract which is also Aonrclassified 
W33-038 AC 17239. These contracts are set up between Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology ond the respective Government agencies, Navy 
and Air Force, 

oy 
Subject filed a questionnaire on October 14, 1946 in connection with 
Bureau of Ordnance work at M.I.., consisting of an Alien Questionnaire. 
This questionnaire reflected that Dr. HSUZ-SHEW TSIEN has at the 
present time clearance for material up to the highest classification 
in the U.S, Army air Forces, Thig clearance has been granted hin in. 
connection with his membership on the Scientific advisery Board of 
the Headquarters, Army Air Forces, During the period 1941 to 1946, 
he was Staff Engineer at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California 
Institute of Technology, and had Navy clearance all that time." 


This stateaent was signed by H. GUYFORD STEVER, Executive Officer, 
M.I.9, Guided Missiles Progran. 


The Subject was given a tenporary clearance from Bureau of Ordnance, 
United States Navy, on Novenber ae, 1946, 

? 
On April 8, 1947 a cormmnication was forwarded to M.I.2. reflecting 
Subject had been investigated, and no information reflecting adversely 
upon his loyalty, integrity or discretion was revealed which would 
preclude his working on Navy classified projects. This statenent was 
signed by W, BE, KRAFT, Captain, and by E. 6. HAWK, Supervising In- 
spector of Navy Materiel, Boston, U. S, Navy. According to T1, this 
gave the Subject clearance through "Secret by the U. S. Navy. 


T-1 further ascertained that the Subject terminates employment at 
H.I.T. as of June 30, 1949. Informant stated that presently final 
examinations for the year are being given at the Institute and, 
presumably, any time after that the Subject will be free to leave 
for his new position at California Institute of Technology. 
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HATURALIZAPTON 


Mr. FRSD ELM, Innigration and Naturalization Service, 73 Tremont 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts, furnished Subject's file, reflecting 
that he filed an Application for Certificate-of arrival and Pre- 
dininary Forn Declaration of Intention to Becone a United States 
Citizen on Janunry 14, 1949, his form indicates that HSUS-SHEN 
TSIM of 9 Chauncy Street, Canbridge, Massachusetts, arrived in the 
United States fron Rouses Point, New York April 21, 1947 by train 
fron Montreal, Canada. He Left San Francisco on July 1, 1947 by 
Pan-American plen to China and returned to Honolulu Septenber 27, 
1947, also by Pan~Anerican plane. 

Subject was born in Shanghai, China September 2, 1909, the son of 
CHUN FOOT-TSIEN, father, and LAN TRAU CHANG, mother. His destina~ 
tion was indicated as MI. D. » Cambridge, Massachusetts. His 4ER 
Number was listed as 4656868. 


A menorandun for the Nationality Section in Subject!s file dated 
February 24, 1949 reflected the following history of Subject. 


9/2/35 Adnitted at Seattle, Washington as 4B student, File , 
7028-503. 


4/29/45 Departed Washington, DG. 

6/20/45 Admitted Washington, D.C., Arny Ait Transport File 055-9176. 
10/2/46 Pre~exanination, Boston, 0200-3831. 

4faifar Adnitted, Montreal, permanent resident. 


Subject's description is as follows: 


Sex: Male 

Eyes: Black 

Hair: Brown 

Height: 5t piu 

Weight: 130 Lbs. 

Race: Yellow 

Wife: YIN TSIaNG, born 8/17/21, Peiping, 

Chine | 

» Child: YUSON TSIEN, born at Boston 10/13/48, 

Date of Birth September 2, 1909 

Place of Birth Shanghai, China 


MISORDLaNZoUS 


No information has been received through confidential sources 
at Boston reflecting subversive activities on‘ the part of this 


Subject, and no reference to Subject was contained in the in~ 
Gices of the Boston Office. 


P-E-N-D-IAIE-G 


THE BOSTON OFFICE 


At Boston, Massachusetts: 


. b7D 
Will inaintain contact withL__—sdito ascertain date of 


Subject's departure from M.1.T. 


Will place a stop ab the appropriate Post Office in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts to obtain Subject!s forwarding address. 


Will check the records of 0.N.I. at Boston. 


{HS LOS ANGELNS OFFICE 


Will advise Boston if further investigation is desired, other 
than set forth above in Boston leads, 
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Form No, i 
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DATE WHEN MADE REPORT MADE BY 


‘6/20/u9 


FOR. 
WHICH MADE, 


6/ Mig L7/A9" hee FREDERICK Mi. CONNORS” 
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= 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


Decker, oP . . ESPIONAGE -R 


AescetSrntsa, vo was Je ah ae ea 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


: REFERENCE: . 


‘DBEATISS: < - 


= a z : y, 
Subject left Goniaetligs for. West ates dune 10, “Iplige rod 


rogenting Se ee ALE rated TATHORTEGRT ANNE! 
: HEREIN IS UNCLE ASSIF JED ° 


a Latest BYSeaue 


_ ‘Report of Spegjal Agent, FREDERICK Me CONNORS at Boston dated.” 


June 6, 1919.6 


advised that “subject had left Fs tiisetts : 
. Institute of Technology, Cambridgé, Massachusetts on June 
_ 0s igh9 and was ‘enroute to. the West Coast by automébile.s 


Confidential Informant: Tok furnished - the forwarding address 


‘--of the Subject as 360 East Loma Court, Altadena, California. 


this Toreroine, address was stfective Jone 105° 19896 


“whe Registry of Hotor Vehicles at Boston, ‘Yassacimsetts E 
_ reflected that Subject.is the owner of a 19L9 Buick four 
" door sedan, Nassachusetts registration #613 5 lgs. 


The foregoing information. was made available +o the Los : 
Angel Ss office by Boston Aeietape dated dune. 1h, 199” 


bs. 


© Boston ‘teletype to Los Angéles dated Jit 1h, 19h96 cit wat8 


APPROVED A 
Tomwarseee- 


C33 ‘Bureau ~ 


Mey, WW 14 19) 
3 tos Angoles rd a : 


"sparse sacar : . . . 
“confidential Fatomnant Ta sl _ Postal Inspector's ottice, ay M6 
Boston; Massachusetts. . : 7 


. Confidential: Informant T-2 is records of the Office of Naval 
+ pntel-Ligence; > Boston, Massachusetts as made" pvatignle by REGINALD — 
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SYNOPSIS GF FACTS: J 
: v Subject is a-Chinese seientist at California Institute 
of Technology who during the war was pioneer’ in develop- 
ment of rocket missiles and served on National Advisory a 
7. Committee for Aeronautics. Has just returned to Cal Tech 
* to head Goddard Foundation for advanced research in field 
oa of jet propulsion and will be consultant for Cal Tech 
Jet Propulsion Lapératory. Informant alleges that subject » 
\y has exhibited pr Comminist sympathies in that he associated 
Sith STDNESPVEINBAUM, a known member of the C.Ps in. 1937-39, 
who was recently terminated. at the jet laborabory pécause 
my denied clearance for classified works. Reliable informant 
‘States that subject was member of Prof. Unit Whe 122 of | 
ye cee C.P. at Pasadena in 1939 using Party alias: of ‘JOHN M, 
DECKER, and was issued 1939 Card No. 1004. jpne admitted ~ 
member. of same section remembers him ‘in attsndance aby 
meeting and one does not. Investigation shows subject to 
be close friend of WEINBAUM. No recent GPs activity on 
part of subject has been noted. ; : 


anaes eet 


% 

“Bureau Filg| , 

“Bureau letter dated 7-27-49. - . 

art : ‘3 . 

_ invésbigdtion with regard to the abote captioned subject 

" Was ‘prédicated’ upon the folléyifig inzormation which was 

. yp SUppLied “to tits office by Informant P 1, ‘believed to be 
% peliable informant. This source ad\ised that during the 

ion Laboratory 
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certain facts had coms to his attention which had caused him to believe there 
was a certain "group! that either had been, or were presently, employed at the 
lab about whom the informant had reservations as to loyalty. 


In supplying information with regard to this group the informant 
stated that his information was actually of a non-specific nature and that for 
the most part it was based on his observation, chance remarks that he had heard 
by other individuals at the Lab., ete., which had caused him to arrive at the 
conclusion that the complement of ‘this so-called group was pro+Communist in its 
peliefs, According to this informant, one of the principal members of this 
group about whom he had considerable reservation was Dr. SIDNEY WEINBAUM, and 
the subject of this case was known to the- informant as having been a close 
associate of WEINBAUM. 


The following background information is a composite of 
information supplied by Informant T~1, Dr. ERNEST C, WATSON, Dean of the Feoulty, 
California Institute of Technology, and Dr. LOUIS G. DUNN, Director of the 
Jet Propulsion Lab, California Institute of Technology. 


The subject of this case about the year 1938-39, together with 
several other graduate students at the California Institute of Technology, 
became extremely interested in the field of jet propulsion and rocket missiles. 
As a result of this original interest, this group more or less on its own 
volition pioneered in the development in this field which later developed into 

‘ what is now the Jet Propulsion Lab of the California Institute. of Technology. 
During the war this establishment did most of the basic research on rockets 
and jet propelled missiles which were used during the past war. 


- This group which pioneered in the researchjof the’ field of J 
rockets, etc., was actually sponsored by Dr. THEODORE, von VKARMAN, who was then 
director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical Lab on the cal “Pech Campus» 2 VON KARMAN 
is regarded as one of the world's outstanding aerodynamicists and since before 
the war has headed the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, Possibly _ 
py reason of this original close association and together with the fact that 
the subject of this.case is regarded as an outstanding aerodynamicist in his 
own right, subject has for a number of years served on the so-called "KARMAN 
Committes. Service on this committee, according to the informants, has made 
him conversant with all the immediate and‘long range research in the field of 
aeronautics and with particular reference to that of guided missiles! 


Approximately two years ago TSIEN left California Institute of 
Technology and went to Massachusetts Institute of Technology where he served 
as a professor of Aerodynamics. In the early part of this year he was named 
to head a Goddard Fellowship in advance research in the field of jet propulsion 


2 


ove Cpa. 


which was to be set up in the Guggenheim Aeronautical Lab on the Cal fech 
campus. ISIEN'S activities in this latter comnection were to commence on 
July Ist ofthis year and several days prior thereto he arrived in Pasadena 
where he took up residence with his wife and small child at 360 East Buena ~ 
Loma Cort in Altadena, -where the resides with a family Imown as Mr. and Mrs, 
EDWARDAGILBERT. are - ‘ . ~ : . 


. The files of Dr. ERNEST C, WATSON, Bean of the Faculty, . 
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California, were reviewed by 
the reporting agent and reflected the following background information 
rogarding TSIEN. One form, dated December 16, 1940, reflected the following 
information: , 

he subject was born on September 1, 1909 in China and arrived 
in the United States on September 2, 1935 on the SS "President Jackson!t abt 
Seattle, Washington, . , ~ 

His education was listed as high school attached to the’ 
National Normal University, Peiping, China, from 1924 to 1930; college, 
Ghia~Tung University, Shanghai, China, 1930 to 1935. 


. . Subject!s father was listed as C, C, TSIEN, Hangchow, China; 
mother, L. CHANG-TSIEN, Canton, China (deceased). This file also indicated 
that subject had been fingerprinted on December 12, 1941, and presumably a - 
copy has been forvardéd to the Identification Division, however, no identify- 
ing number was noted, 


Also contained in this file wasan undated Personal Security 
Questionnaire on which was noted "not sent in, in which was noted the 
following information not previously set oute 


Current address, 360 Hast, Buena Loma Court, Altadenas previous, 
281 South Chester Avenue, Pasadena. Nativity was given as Shanghai, China on 
September 3, 1909 (note a slight diserepancy. from that previously set forth). 
This form indicated that both the subject's father and mother were deceased. 
Under the caption of organizations the subject listed Sigma Xi, from 1937 
to present, and Institute of Aeronautical Sciences, 1937 to present. 


: 
\ References at.the time this PSQ wis compiled were giyen as’ Dr. 


ROBERT A. ‘MILLIKAN (President Emeritus of Gal Tach);"Dr. WILLIAM-R.WSEARS, ~~ 


and Dr. CLARK BUAMILLIKAN, son of ROBERT A, MILLIKAN, and presently Acting 
Director of the ‘Ghegenheim Aeronautical Lab. Contained also in this file was 
a letter of clearance dated December 1, 1942 from the Office of the Provost 
Marshal Generel of the War Department, which was signed M. S. BATTIB, Colonel, 
C.M.P., which indicated that TSYEN was cleared for access to all classified 
information. . “ 


tL) 


. Contained also in the subject's file was a form compiled by 
him dated May 2, 1949 which sets forth more current information on the: 
subject. In this instance subject's nativity was shown as September 2} 1909 
“at Shanghai, China (note again a slight discrepancy); citizenship was given ° 
as that of the Republic of China; current address, 360 Hast Buena Loma Court, 
Altadena; telephone SYcamore 7-5331. The form further indicated subject 

was married and that he had one child named YUCON; born October 13, 1948. 


With regard to education, the following was listed: BS in 
Railway Mechanical Engineering, Chiao-Tung University, Shanghai, China, 
1934; WS in Aeronautical Engineering, MIT, 1936; Ph.D in Aeronautics and 
Mathematics, Gal Tech, 1939. : , 


Under professional information, the following was listed: 

Research Fellow in Aeronautics, Cal Tech, 1938 to 1943; Assistant Professor 
of Aeronautics, 1943 to 1945; Associate Professor of Aeronaubics, 1945 to 
1946; Chief of Research Analysis Section of det Propulsion Lab, and Staff 
Engineer of same, 1945 to 19463 Associate Professor of Aeronautical Engineer- 
ing at MIT, 1946 to 1947; Professor of Aerodynamics, 1947 to 1949, MIT; ad 
ROBERT H, GODDARD, Professor of Jet Propulsion, Cal Tech, 1949. 

, Under travel the subject listed the following countries+ 
Germany, France, Switzerland, England and China, Under other language 
spoken he listed Chinese. 


Under professional societies, the subject listed the following: 
American Association for Advancement of Sciences American Physical Society; 
Institute of Aeronautical Sciences, and American Mathematical Society. 4 
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. De, FREDERICK LINDVALL, Chairman of the Mechanical Engineering 
Department, California Institute of Technology, advised that at the time the 
‘Institute received a grant from the ROBERT H, GODDARD Foundation, it was not 
contemplated that the work engaged in by the subject would be of a classified 
nature. He explained that actually the funds made’ available by the foundation ~. / 
would permit the hiring of a director, the subject, and one full time assistanb, © 
.who has been designated as FRANK 5.3 MARBLE. According to Dr. LINDVALL, the 
fellowship was to be concerned with advanced research in the field of jet 
propulsion, and in connection therewith the subject and MARBLE, in addition 
+o doing research, would teach students currently enrolled in Aeronautics at 
the California Institute of Technology. ‘Dr. LINDVALL advised that it was 
not originally contemplated that the research, teaching, etc. on the part 
of the subject would in any way be classified and hence no consideration 
was to be given to the clearance of the subject. He advised however thak 
as a practical matter it became evident that the subject would have acces}, 
to classified information and thet in order to remain current on the advanced 
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research in the field of jet propulsion it would be necessary for him to have 
access to, and to read, classified documents which emanated from various 
research institutes and private concerns throughout the United States, who 
were doing classified work in this field for the Army or Navy. 


Additionally he noted that it would be necessary, in all 
probability, for TSIEN to. have current use of the library maintained at the . 
GUGCENHEIM Institute on the campus, which contained much highly classified A 
information of the present current research being conducted in all fields of 
aeronaubLes » 


Dr. LINDVALL also advised that since ISIEN'S return to the 
campus it was decided that he should be retained as a consultant on the 
poard of the Jet Propulsion Lab of Cal Tech, which is presently engaged in 
various types of research in the field of jet propulsion. In this instance 
again it would be necessary for him to be cleared so on this basis the source 
advised that he has through the Persomel Department of Cal ech originated a 
request for clearance for the subject. 


JAMES EWART, Personnel Director, California Institute of . 
Technology, advised that on the basis of the request made by Dr. FREDERICK x 
LINDVALL, he had initiated the submission of a personal security questionnaire 
on TSIEN in order that he might be cleared for-access to secret information. 
He stated that in this regard TSIEN had been cleared on several occasions 
previously and that by reason of the fact of these clearances, he had been 
given shat he termed an interim clearance, and is immediately being allowed 
access to’ classified information, although a new investigabion has been . 
initiated, the request having been conveyed to the Ordnance Department of the 
Army, Pasadena, California. . 


During the time the individuals listed in the foregoing, with 
the exception of Informant Tl, were interviewed as to their knowledge of 
general information and: background with regard to the subject, all. offered 
of their om volition the following facts with regard to the Subject. Hach 
stated they had know him over a period of years and during this time had 
come to regard him very highly as an outstanding young scientist whose 
abilities are considered to be outstanding in the field of Aerodynamics. . 
Each explained during the time they had know the subject nothing had ever ~ 
come to their attention which would cause them to doubt his loyalty, nor had : 
he indicated to them that he was at all sympathetic to Communism. 


A review of the files of this office reflected that Informant "| 
T-2, a reliable informant, advised that the subject of this case late in 1938 ~* 
had joined Professional Unit 122 of the Communist Party in Pasadena, California. 
At the time subject joined this group he was assigned Party namo of JOHN Me“ 
DECKER and 1939 book No. 1004. : 
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Additionally, Informant 7-3, of unknown reliability, reported 
that it had come to his attention that there was a group of individuals who 
formed a Communist Party section on the Cal Tech Campus during the year 1939 
and, among others, noted in attendance at these group meetings was the subject, 
whom he identified as a Chinese student. 


A review of other material contained in the files of this 
office has disclosed that there is no other information regarding TSIEN and 
his possible association with, or adherence to Communism, other than that 
which has been noted in the foregoing paragraph. 


Th will be recalled that the original allegation upon which 
investigation in this case was based gqt-out that TSIEN was closely associated 
with and friendly to one Dr. SIDNEY JAWEINBAUM. For the purpose of identifica- 
tion in this report the following facts regarding this individual are set forth. 


WEINBAUM was reported by Informant T~2 ‘as being a member of 
Professional Unit 122 of the Communist. Party in Pasadena, California in the 
years 1937 through 1939, using the Party alias of SYDNEY EMPSON. Additionally, 
this source noted that WEINBAUM was the County Organizer for this unit. 
Several membors of the same section have bedn’ interviewed, and in the course - 
thereof, after’ admitting their own momberghip, have stated that WEINBAUM was 
the loader of Professional Unit 122 and seemed very well versed on Communism | 
and appeared to be a-rebid adherent thereof. , ° . re 


Information has also been noted which indicated WEINBAUM has 
made several attempts to go to Russia and has always indicated a definite 
proSoviet attitude. . 

WEINBAUM, in connection with his work at the Jet Propulsion 
Tab, from which he was recently terminated, did. considerable reading in the 
library of the Jet Propulsion Lab of material which appeared to be unrelated 
to his current and past research. Tt was noted that\WEINBAUM and his wife, 
_ANGELINE, are currently expressing pro-Soviet and pro-Communist sympathies, 
is of @ recent date WEINBAUM was terminated from his employment at the Jet 
Propulsion Lab inasmuch as the Army authorities denied him further access to 
classified information. . 


As has been stated in the foregoing, several individuals who - 
are also members of Professional Unit 122 of the Communist Party have been 
interviewed by agents of this office. : 


GUSTAVJALBRECHT upon interview admitted that he was a momber 
of the Communist PartySin Pasadena in the year 1939 and that he had been 
solicited for membership by SIDNEY WEINBAUM, referred to hereinbefore.’ . 
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During the course of questioning with’ regard to his knowledge of activities 

of the unit during the period of 1939, ALBRECHT stated that he was somewhat 

vague as to the exact Comiunist nabure of the meetings in question. He stated 

that he fully realized he was in fact a member of the Communist Party; that he 

had a card and that he had in fact paid dues to the organization. He stated, 

hovever, thet the organization of the group was somewhat loose and he could 

never be positive that at any one time he was in attendance at what he could 

clearly define as a Communist Party meeting, although almost without exception 

at the meetings of this group Communist subjects were discussed, and the 

general tenor of the meeting was such as to indicate adherence to the principles 

of Communism by those in attendance. 


With particular regard to the subject of this case ALBRECHT 
stated he remembered that TSIEN was in attendance at these groups and that 
he doubtless was present during the time pro-Communist discussions took place. 
Iskewise he stated that he had observed TSIEN in attendance at enough meetings 
so that it was clearly apparent to him, ALBRECHT, that TSIEN must have imow 
of the rabid pro-Communist sympathies of WEINBAUM.. 


ALBRECHT stated that he had actually “discussed Communism with - 
TSIEN and that he seemed to have what ALBRECHT characterized as the "typical 
aloof oriental attitude", In further amplification of this discussion ALBRECHT 
stated that while subjects wero under discussion at these meetings, TSIEN would 
for the most part simply listen, and that he could never recall that he offered 
anything to the discussion unless he was specifically asked a direct question. 
ALBRECHT stated that due to the passage of time he could not recall specifically 
whether these’ isolated utterances on the part of TSIEN were of a pro-Communist 
nature or not, but he felt his attendance at these group meetings would indicate 
that his abbitude, at least at that time, was pro~Communist. 


Dr. SYLVANARUBIN was also interviewed by Agents of this office 
at which time he admitted nembership in Professional Unit 122 of the Communist 
Party, in substantiation of the information previously credited herein to 
Informant 1-2, RUBIN, upon interview, admitted that he knew himself to be a 


Party card-carrying monber of this professional unit and that there never was J 


any question in his mind that he was in fact attending an actual meeting of a , 
cell of the Communist Party. He stated he came to this particular realization a 
because of the fact that during the course of these meetings almost without/ : 
exception, matters of the internal organization of the Commmist Party wuld | 

be discussed. He further stated thet Dr. WEINBAUM was the leader of the gkotp . 
and that he seemed very well versed on the principles of Communism, and seemed 

to be a very rabid adherent thereto. ‘In particular connection with this lester 
individual, he advised that WEINBAUM on occasions would attend other Communist 

meetings in the Communist Party Headquarters in Los Angeles, and he would report 
back to the group as to what transpired. .ere. RUBIN stated additionally that he . 
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knew WEINBAUM held the office of County Organizer in the Professional Unit of 
vhich he was a member, : 


With parbicular regard to the subject of this case RUBIN stated 
thet he could not recall that TSIEN was ever in attendance at a meeting of 
this group. He stabed he was very positive inthis regard in that it was 
several yaars later he met the subject when he, RUBIN, was employed at the 
Cooperative Wind Tumel on the Cal Tech Campus. . 


A review of the information supplied by ALBRECHT and RUBIY 
with regard to the complement of the Professional Unit 122 of the Communist 
Party was compared with the information supplied by Informant T-2. Tt was 
found that in almost every instance individuals who were named by RUBIN and 
ALBRECHT as being members of the group were likewise identified aé members by 
1-2, who supplied additional information as to Party aliases, card number, 
ete. However, it was noted in some instances that individuals known to 
ALBRECHT would not be knowm to RUBIN and vice versa. Both were questioned 
as to the possibility that there might have existed parallel "study groups" 
whose membership was not known to members of the other group. Both stated 
they felt there was a possibility that such a thing existed although nothing 
had ever come to their attention which would cause them to believe that such 
was the case. : 


During the past few months Informant T-4, of known reliability, 
has been in a position to closely observe “the current activities of Dr. SIDNEY 
WEINBAUM and his family. This source has advised that several months pefore 
TSIEN returned to Pasadena, that iirs. WEINBAUM had made-several attempts, 
through real estate brokers in the Pasadena area, to secure housing accomodations 
for TSIEN and his wife. . 


_In the early part of June of this year, Dr. FRANK J Verna 
visited the WEINRAUM home, By way of identification, MALINA was also named 
by 1-2 as being a member of this same prefossional unit:of the Communist | 
Party and using the Party alias of FRANK PARMA. MALINA, ‘who during the war . { 
served as Director of the Jet Propulsion Rab at Cal Tech, is now connected Jd 
with UNESCO in Paris, France. | 
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At the time MALINA visited the WEINBAUM home, Mrs. WEINBAUM oF 
advised him that her husband, SIDNEY, was still then employed at the Jet } 
Propulsion Lab. This caused MALINA to inquire if everything vas Wall right". 
According to the informant, Mrs. WEINBAUM then asked MALINA if he had heard ~ 
from TSIEN, explaining thet she had written to him with’ vegerd to all the ~ 
Nourrent difficulty” they have been having with the FBI, and the possibility - 
that WEINBAUM might shortly lose his employment ‘at the Lab because of . { 
clearance difficulties, ° a ae “ 
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This same source advised that Mrs, WEINBAUM made several 
attempts through Mrs, 2DW ILBERT, the subject's present landlady, to 
ascertain when he would arrive im Pasadena, Ib has been noted that since 
his arrival the TSTENS have been’ entertained at dinner at the WEINBAUM 
residence and that WEINBAUM has likewise been entertained by the TSIENS. 


Informant T-5, of known reliability, in addition to corroborat= 
ingthe information supplied by T-4, also advised that he noted the automobile 
belonging te TSIEN parked in front of the’ WEINBAUM residence on July 22, 1949. 
This same informant also noted that the WEINBAUMS had recently purchased a 
potted plant which was given'to the TSIENS as a “welcome to Pasadenall gift. 


Informant T~5 advised that he had engaged in a-discussion 
with Mes, WEINRAUM at which time the latter was describing the subject's 
wife, EVE. At this time Mrs, WEINBAUN stated it was her understanding 
that Hrs, TSIEN'S father was deceased, having been killed in the past war, 
According to Mrs, WEINBAUM, Mrs. TSIEN'S father had fought with the CHIANG 
KAI-SHEK forces in their battles against the Japanese, but that he was not 
sympathetic to the CHIANG regime but fought with it because of the Japanese 
MONACe 


Informant T-6, of know reliability, advised it had come to 
his atbenbion that TSIEN and SIDNEY. and ANGELINE WEDNBAUM had corresponded 
over a period of years and that the tone of this correspondence indicated 
they were friends of long standing. Additionally, this source noted that 
Vrs, WEINBAUM had been in correspondence with the subject of this case just 
prior to the time WINBAUM was employed at the Jet Propulsion Lab, This 
correspondence indicated that TSIEN was instrumental in obtaining the 
position for WEINBAUM, . 


At the time WEINBAUM was interviewed by Agents of this office 
he named, among others, the subject of this case as being a friend of long 
standing and stated also that it was as the result of an offer received from 
TSIEN, who was then Section Chief of the Jet Propulsion Lab, that he, VWHINBAUM, 
received his position at that lab. : 


Informant T+7, of knovm reliability,,advised that she had recently 
had occasion to spend several days with Mrs. SIDNEY;WEINPAUM, and during the 
tiné they were together Mrs. WEINBAUH spent almost the entire time espousing 
the virtues of Sovieb Russia and Communism and made a very definite attempt 


to indoctrinate informant along these lines, oo ‘ 


y 


At the time the aforementioned information was related to an - 
agent with regard to Mrs, WEINBAUM, the informant volunteered the information 
that she had been very apprehensive for fear the association of TSIEN and a 
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WEINBAUM might have an adverse effect on Dr- TSIEN, of whom she is very fond. 
She explained that she has known TSIEN since his student days and during -this 
time she has cone to regard him very highly. 


‘7 advised that it came to her attention that during 2938 and 
1939 there was what she termed an clement on the Cal Tech Campus which was 
definitely leftist in its beliefs, and that she had had occasion to visit 
meetings of this group, which usually took the avowed purpose of being a 
musicale,with TSIEN. She stated however that ‘these so~called musicales 
usnally ’ evolved into political discussions which were definitely pro-Communist 
in their content. She advised sho had noted that the VEINBAULS were 
members of the group and were very pro-Communist in their expressions, and she 
felt that it was undoubtedly the case that TSIEN had also known of their pro- 
Communist beliefs. She stated, however, that in her opinion TSIEN had never 
likewise subscribed to these beliefs, but the basis of their friendship over 
a nunber of years had been occasioned by the fact that he, TSIEN, was very 
fond of SIDNEY WEINBAUM but disliked his wife, ANGELINE, intensely. 


T+? stated it had been her impression over the period of years 
she has know Mrs. WEINBAUM that the latter liked to Wprag" about her friend~ 
ship with TSIEN and that actually the relationship was not as close as Mess 
WRINBAUM would like to have others believe. She stated however that she 
felt TSIEN was genuinely fond of SIDNEY WEINBAUM and that for this reason 
he has continued his association with the family. 


This informant characterized TSIEN as being an intensely Loyal 
individual from the standpoint of old friendships, and stated he had associated 
with, and probably would continue +o associate with WEINBAUM, purely on the 
basis of this old friendship, and that political ideologies had no part in 
this relationship. 


Informant offered the following information in substantiation 
for her belief that TSIEN did not adhere to the principles of Commurism. 
She stated she hati heard him on occasion take a very derogatory attitude 
toward the menbers of this so-called leftist.group referred to hereinbefore. 
He had stated on one occasion that he did not wish to be with this group eny 
more because tif you go to bed with a dog you can expect to wake up with fleas". 
On another occasion TSIEN had stated to her that he actually pitied BELLE _ 
NDUBNOFF, the wife of Professor JACOBXDUBNOFF, Cal Tech. She stated she 
gaived the inference from TSIEN'S r rks that he pitied her because she 
was Mpolitically deluded, . 
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By way of idenbification, Informant T~2 has advised that the 


DUBNOFFS were members of Professional Unit 122 of the Commmist Party in the 


years 1937 through 1939, and in fact had reeruited SIDNEY WEINBAUM into the 
Party. :sLLE DUBNOFF has been very actively identified with the Russian 
War Relléf, the American-Russian Institute, fend is noted to have often been 
in contact with Soviet officials during the time the Soviet Consulate was in 
existence in Los Angeles. rer} . 


7. Informatit’ T~7 - advised also that there was a Professor 
qvoaeh rasa and his wife, EDITH, who dre knowm to her as being very pro~ 
Coiimnist in their beliefs. “Informant stated ,that the FEJERS were very hurt 
that ISTEN did not contact them prior to his departure to MIT several years 
ago, but informant advised she had formed the distinct impression that TSIEN 
had terminated previous social relationship with the FEVERS because of his 
lack of sympathy to their expressed Communist sympathies « . 


California Institute of Technology, was being a on rome n er 


when she volunteered the following information with respect to TSIEN. 


advised it had been know to her for a number of _ 
years that’SIDNEY VEINBAUM and his wife ANGELINE wére very pro-Communist in 
their beliefs and that she had known also that TSIEN had been closely 
associate d with thom over a number of years, This had caused her to be 
apprehensive for fear this association might reflect adversely on the subject. 


EE ee thet she has -knowm TSIEN personally over a 
number of years and that during a considerable ortion of the time he ww: 


She advised’ also that in her 
dpinion the relationship between TSIEN ang the, WIENBAUMS was actually more 
apparent because of very aggressive tactics on the part of Mrs. WEINBAULM. 

She explained this further by saying that Mrs. WEINBAUM is-an exceptionally 
demanding woman and that she often made an attempt to monopolize the subject ts 
time. She stated that she felt TSIEN actually was not at all sympathetic to 
the expressed political viewpoint of the WEINBAUMS but that he continued his 
association with them purely on the basis of loyalty as an old friend. 


stated further that sha hes known TSIEN well over 
a number of years but that she has never had any oceasion to discuss matters 
with him that would give her an insight into his political or nationalistic 
thinking. She stated he is normally very reserved and soft-spoken and that 
she has never talked to anyone on the campus who has related to hor the fa: 
they had engaged in any such discussion with TSIEN. 
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The following additional individuals were interviewed in 
connection with this investigation and each advised that nothing had cver 
come to his attention to cause him to believe the subject of this case had 
any pro-Commnist and/or pro-Soviet sympathies. “These individuals likewise 
stated that their relationships with the subject, although reasonably close, 
were such that politics were never discussed by them and honce they had never 
received an insight one way or another into the subject's possible sympathies 
or beliefs, based on such discussion. 


Dr. POL DWEZ,Section Chief, Material Section, Jot 
Propulsion Lab, Cal Tech 

PATRIGIA LINE, Secretary, Jet Propulsion Lab (former 
secretary to subject), Cal Tech 

Dr. ARISTORLE MICHAEL, Mathematics Professor at Cal. 
Tech . . 

TRE NEWLAN, Section Chief, Reports Group, Jet Propulsion 
Lab, Cal Toch . . . . 

WALTER MURPHY, Personnel Director, Jat Propulsion Lab, 
Cal fech . . 

FRANCIS O'DELL, Research Engineer, Jet Propulsion Lab, 
Cal Tech 


-PENDING- 
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Ab the time Informant T+1 supplied information which is set 
forth elsewhere in this report as the basis for investigation in this case, he 
advised the following facts. Z 


Jet Propulsion Lab a Chinese by the name offM@ETZZETICHTEN, who was believed 
+o be distantly related to the subject of dis Sase® Informant went on to 
state that these two individuals were quite friendly during the timdé they -were 
both employed at the Lab, and their relationship was social as wolle 


According to TL, during the, 3 we was employed at the 
gett 


According to this source, CHIEN returned to China shortly after 
the termination of the war and it was the informant's understanding that he had 
done so in order to fight with the Northern Chinese forces, Informant further 
advised that he had learned CHIEN had a reserve commission in the Northern 
Communist Armies and that he was returning to China to actively fight the 
CHIANG KAI~SHEK regime, Informant stated further that it was quite generally known 
around the Lab that CHIEN was a Chinese Communist and that he hed returned to 
China for the reasons stated. 


Dr. LOUIS G. DUNN advised that CHTEN had been employed at the 
Lab for several years during the war and that he had eft in June of 1946 to . 4 
return to China.’ DUNN stated that ab the time CHTEN left to go to China he 
explained to him that it was necessary for him to return inasmuch as his’ wife, 
who had remained in China, had given him an ultimatum to "come home or elise". 
DUNN stated that CHIEN, ib was his understanding, had originally left China 
in about 1940 to go to the University of Toronto to study, and it was not 
intended that he should be gone as long as he was, but because of the war 
his stay in the States had become protracted. DUNN advised he was conversant 
with the fact that TSIEN and CHIEN were good friends bub it had never come to 
his attention that there was any suspicion that CHIEN might have been a "chinese 
Commnist" or thet he had a commission in the Northern Chineso forces. DUNN 
stated that the subject had gone to China several years ago to visit his 
people and during this time he married his present wife. He stated that while 
subject was in China he learned that CHIEN was ain very severe financial straits 
and was then working as a professor in Chiao Tung University. Lecording to 
DUNN, upon TSIEN'S return to MIT he wrote a letter to Dr, FREDERICK LINDViLL 
on the main Cal Tech Campus, advising him of CHIEN'S straitened financial 
cirowstances and of his desire to return to the United States for employment 
at the Jet Propulsion Lab. DUNN advised when he was contacted by LINDVALL . 
in this regard he vas agreeable to hiring CHIEN for further work at the Lab, in 
thab he was an outstending scientist, and that his previous work was still 
widely quoted and read, . 
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_ immigrant it would be necessary for him to obtain a.teaching position in order 
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DUM stated he initiated correspondence with CHIEN and that he 
Gistinctly remembered that ab the time CHIEN was apparently not in Communist 
occupied Chine because of the fact that CHIEN had obtained the notarization 
of an affidavit by the American Consul in what DUNN believed was the city of 
Peiping. DUNN stated that these negobiations failed to materialize because 
the army authorities had denied clearance for CHTEN'S re-entrance into the 
United States, According to DUNN, this was not on the basis of any derogatory - 
information in their files put was due to the fact that being 2 non~quota 


to obtein entrance under a visitors quota, Inasmuch as the position to be 
assigned to CHIEN was nob of such natyre and such certification could not be 
made, thé army authorities denied clearance and negotiations for his reburn 
eoased. 


‘Dy, FREDERICK LINDVALL related substantially the same facts 
as outlined in the foregoing by DUNN but stated he actually knew nothing of 
CHIEN personally and had therefore referred the request to DUNN, who at the 
time was disposed te act favorably upon it. 


Dr. HOMER J, STEWART, Professor of Aerodynamics, Guggenheim 
Laboratory, Cal Tech, and head of the Research Analysis Section of the Jet 
Propulsion Lab, was interviewed with respect to his lmowledge of CHIEN. 
STEUART stated on interview that he had knovm CHIBY was a Chinese Communist 
end that he believed it was also true thet he had held a reserve commission 
in the Northern Chinese forces. He stated however that actually TSIEN hed 
only initiated the matter of CHIEN'S return but called it to the attention 
of Dr. LINDVALL on the main campus, and that beyond that he had done nothing 
in the way of trying to make his return possible. 


STEWART stated that he, STEWART, wes perhaps as anxious as 
anyone at the Lab to have CHIEN return in that he regarded him very highly as 
being technically qualified to do’the work at the Lab. He stabed further thet y, 
he had been very anxious to have CHIEN return put that at the time he had 
given no particular thought to the political implications thereof because | 
considering the timing, etc., that no particular significance was attached 
to any possible association with the Northern Chinese Communists by CHIEN. 


Miss PATRIGIA LINE, Secretary to Dr. HOMER J. STHWART, at the 
Jet Propulsion lab, was interviewed as to her knowledge of CHIEN. it this 
time she stated she had come to know him quite well during his stay at the 
Jet Propulsion Lab in that she acted as his secretary on a part time basis. 
Sho said that shortly after his return to China she received a letter fr 
him which she believed was written from Shanghai. According to Miss La 
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this lebter merely took the form of a social greeting ane expleined that 
things were considerably changed in China and that CHIEN was looking forward 
to a re-urion with his wife and children, which apparently had not taken © 
place at the time this letter was written. 
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She stated she has not since heard from him and she has no 
idea as to what he is presently doing except in so far as she has heard that 
he is teaching in China and is in very straitened financial circunstances 
and would like very much to return to the States. She advised also that there 
had never been anything said by CHIEN to her \mowledge which would give any 
insight as to his political philosophies, and that in her’ opinion his return 
to China was brought about, as has boon previously stated, by a so~called 
witimatun fron his wife. ‘ 


. Dre POL DIEZ, head of the Material Section, Jet Propulsion . 
lab, was interviewed as to his knowledge of CHIEN, DUWEZ explained that he 
had known CHIEN reasonably well during his stay at the Lab but that nothing 
had come to his attention which would give hin any insight as to CHIEN'S 
political beliefs or nationalistic tendencies. 


jihile the matter of CHIEN'S return to China was peing discussed 
DUWIEZ stated it was his understanding, as has been previously set forth, that. 
OHTEN returned to China purely by reason of family consideration, DUWEZ 
explained that it had come to his attention thet CHIEN had desired to retum 


. to bhe States and that he knew of the negotiations that had transpired to - 


effect this retwm,. Tt was in this comection that DUWEZ volunteered informa~ 
‘ion that corroborates that previously set forth as to what the subject of this 
case hed to do with the contemplated return of. CHIEN 4o the Lab. At this time 
DUVEZ stated, without being asked any direct question, that he knew TSIEN had 
written the letter to Dr. LINDVALL which had ‘actually caused the negotiations 
to take place for the’ contemplated return of CHIEN, In this connection he 
stated that he, DWEHZ, had worked very closely with the subject for a number 
of years and that he’ was "absolutely cerbain that the subject was loyal to the 
United States in every way, He stated that based on this belief he did not 
feel that if there was anything in CHIEN'S background which indicated any 
Gisloyalty thet the subject would have made any attempt to effect his return 
to the United States. . 


y yhen DUNEZ was questioned as to what individuals might be in 
péssession of inforination hearing upon CHIEN'S political beliefs;. ctc., he 

aggegted, the name of Y, HeAKU, who is now at Cornell University, and Dr. 
. ony ING) LIN, who is now at MIT, and tho subject of this case. 
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Tnformant 5 wot Knom veliability, advised that an. individual 
tentatively identified as4PEr ING |KU, the wifé of a professor at-Cornell, 
recently visited the residencé\ of SIDNEY WEINBAUM who has been identified 
hereinbefore, At the time of this visit Mrs. KU indicated ‘that she-was 
returning alone to China’ and in fact was on her way at the time of the visit 
to the WEINRAUM residences This source stated that during the time the KUS 
were visiting the WEINBAUMS that information was received which would indicate 
she was returning to China in order to take an active interest in the present 
political changes which are taking place. Information in the latter regard 
was obtained. by Informant T~5 to the effect that Mrs. KU had exhibited what 
were believed to be pro-Communist sympathies.’ - , . : 


: | . 
. During the time Dr. LOUIS G. DUNN was 6eing interviewed he 

advised that it was his recollection that while hey DUNN, was.a student on 

the Cal Tech campus there seemed-to be a definite distinction between two 
groups of Chinese that were then in attendance atthe institute. He stated 

he vecalied that it was somewhat of a joke on the campus that one group of 
Chinese ‘had nothing to do with the other group. “As far ds he was able to 
recall this apparent difference between the groups was_not. olitical. DUNN 
was questioned as = soap et f the’ so-called gfoup to which TSIEN belonged 


and it was noted he also, ydme: _ DING, two Chinese by the’ name of CHAN, and an 
individual identified ag/SHAOWWENAYUAN, who was now teaching at Brooklyn 
Polytechnic Institute inlnew York. DUNN was unable to recall the names of 

any member of the so-called "opposing" group that was still in the United 
States, : . . . 


At the time Dr. LOUIS DUNN was interviewed with regard to his 
knowledge of the subject of this case he stated it was -his. understanding that 
Dr, THEODORE VON KARMAN was to some extent responsible for the subject having 
married his present wife. DUNN stated that according to the story he had 
heard on the subject that Dr. VON KARMAN, who is presently stationed in Paris, 
there met the present Mrs. TSIEN. It was at this time that he supposedly told 
her when she returned to China she should "set her cap for TSIEN, in that he, 
{SIEN, intended to return to China shortly thereafter and they doubtless would 
meet. ‘, 

‘\ 


Information has been received which indicates that Mrs, TSIEN 
has studied and lived in Paris, which to some extent gives some eredence to. 2 -. 
this story. . 

WALTER J. MURPHY, Personnel] Director, Jet Propulsion tab, 
made available CHIEN'S personnel file to the reporting agent which reflecte: 
therein correspondence with regard to CHIEN'S possible return to the Lab, whit 
has been set oub hereinbefore, It was noted there were letters contained |: 
therein which reflected the same story as attributed to Dr. DUNN hereipbefore. 
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The actual personnel statement available on CHIEN was rather 
meager but the following information is being set forths Nativity was 
indicated as September 10, 1924 in China; entered the United States on July 
27, 1943 at Detroit, Michigan, by train. The form further indicated that 
CHIEN'S father was deceased and that his wife's maiden name was HY K'UNG 
(HSIANG YING). Under education it was indicated that he had attended the 
National Tsing Hua University in China and the University of Toronto in 
Canada, Under person to notify in case of accident was listed the name 
C. 6. LIN (friend). , \ . ‘6 sheet 


At the’ time CHIEN completed alien questionnaire he Listed as 
references, Professors H. d. STEWART, POL DUWEZ and ARISTOTLE MICHEL, 


: _ On interview, Dr. ARISTOTLE MICHEL, Mathematics Professor at 
Cal Tech, advised he actually did not know CHIEN very woll except from a 
purely technical standpoint and that he had worked with him rather extensively 
on mathematical problems, He stated he had very little, if any, information 
to offer with respect to any appraisals he, MICHEL, might have made as to 
CHIEN'S sympathies or nationalistic ideologies. He stated that only one 
thing had ever come to his atterition which he believed to be significant, and 
that was the fact that CHIEN at one time had taught Englich to the wife of 
another Chinese, PY CHOU. MICHEL explained he only mentioned this because 
of tho fact that he personally knew CHOU was violently anti-Communist, but he 
had no knowledge as to how close any association between CHOU and CHIEN might 
have been aside from tutoring in English. MICHEL explained that CHOU has 
since returned to China, , : 


At the time Dr. FREDERICK LINDVALL and Dean E, 0. WATSON were 
interviewed in order to obtain information as to the contemplated operation 
of the GODDARD Fellowship, both advised that in addition to the subject of 
this cdse, FRANK E. MARBIE, an instructor, would be assigned, with TSIEN, 
to work full time on the project. Dean E, C. WATSON made available his 
personel records concerning MARBLE which reflected the following anformation 
with regard to his background. . 
_MARBIE presently resides with bis wife, nee ORA LEE conn MAR BLE 
at 1081 Elizabeth Street in Pasadena, According to the personnel questionnaire 
made available, MARBLE was born on July 21, 1918 at Cleveland, Ohio and he was 
employed by the Army Air Corps from June 16, 1943 to October 15, 1945, with 
the rank of Private (inactive), MARBIE was graduated from the Case’ School 
of Applied Science which he attended from February 1937 to Nay 1940, obbeinit 
a degree of B.S. and ME, Elsewhere in the form MARBIE indicated thal he was 
graduated with honorg from the Case School. He further indicated phat he + 
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beloriged to the following honorary societies: Tau Beta Pi, Sigma Xi, Institute 
of Aeronautical Scholarship award in 1946 and National Research Council Pre 
Doctoral Fellowship. Under outside interests MARBLE indicated that he was 
interested’ in music, painting, history, political science and contemporary: 
literature, Under outside activities he indiceted that he was a member ‘of 
the Pasadena Civic Orchestra. 


Under previous employment, MARBLE indicated he had been 
employed as a research assistant in aeronautics at the Case School of Applied 
Science, fron October 1940 until May 1942, and that he had been employed from 
May of 1942 to February of 1944 at the Flight Propulsion Laboratory of NACA, 
at Cleveland, Ohio, as project engineer, and he had served for the same 
organizabion from February 1944 to September 1945 as head of the Analysis 
Section, and from August of 1945 to October of 1946 he was Chief of the 
Fundamental Compressor and Turbine Research Branch. He also indicated that j 
he was a part time Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering for the Case School - ] 
of Applied Science, from October 1945 until April 1946, and that at this time 
he also had a National Research Council Pre-Doctoral scholarship. 


Also contained in Dean WATSON'S file was a notation to the 
effect that MARBLE had recently been offered a job with NACK which would pay 
him $8500.00 per year, but that he had decided instead to accept an assistant 
professorship at the California Institute of Technology at his present pay rate ’ 
of $5500.00 per annum. " 


. Miss ELIZABETH WILLBER of the Pasadena Merchants Association 
advised that her records reflected MARBLE presently resides at 1081 Elizabeth 
in Pasadena and he previously lived at 3406 East Foothill Boulevard in _—_ 
Pasadena. ‘These records further reflected that before coming to Pasadena ~ 
MARBIZ resided at 1171 Andrews in Lakewood, Ohio (near Cleveland). The o 
additional information not previously stated was that MARBLE'S wife had-“. 
attended Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio, and that Mrs. GEORGE 
BERISWALL, who was shorm.as MARBIZ'S landlady in Lakewood, Ohio, had been 
interviewed by a Cleveland, Ohio oredit agency and at thet time she reported 
favorably on the MARBIES, 


During the time TSIEN has occupied the premises of 360 East 
Buena Loma Court, Pasadena, California, a maii cover has been in force at : 
his residence, Miss EILEEN CARDIFF, Postmaster, has advised the following 
mail was received which is believed to be portinant (232) > 
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ow Letter postmarked Hong Kong, China, dated June 21, ~ 
v Oe] in which the sender was indicated as’Mrs. TSIANG, 
Room 602, 180 Kiangse Road, Shanghai, China. 


This communication was addresged,to Mrs, YIN TSIANG TSIEN and is 
believed to be the subject!s wife's mother. 


Ty Letter postmarked June 21 at London, England, which was. 
° also sent to Mrs. TSIEN, on which the sender was 
indicated’ as CHIANG FU~TSUNG, Care of Professor 
CHEN YUEN, 62 (7) New Kavendish, London, England, 


itt Mail was also received from the following individuals ie9) 


(a. W. CHIEN, M.D, 24 Hancock Street, Boston, Massachusetts 
‘CHkno (speriing may be incorrect - illegible writing), 
Graduate School of Aeronautical Engineering, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York 
PASCHENY T, JEN,“1 Dover Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Mrs, Wy Ry SEARS, 206 Valley Road » Ithaca, New York (This 
may be the wife of Professor W, R. SEARS, who at one 
au YX sttime was Listed as a reference by the subject as a 
then professor at Cal Tech.) 
SHON YING LIN, 331 Harvard Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts ~ 
S. W. YUAN, Apartment A-31, 61-66 Logth Street, Forest Hills, 
Long Island, New York. 
S&S. W. YUAN, Polytechnic Institute’ of Brooklyn, 85-99 
Livingston Street, Brooklyn 2, New York. 


By letter dated February 24, 1949, the Bureau advised that after 
a search of its indices with regard to the subject of this case there was no 
information available with regard to the subject of this case other than that 
which was already contained in the files of the Los Angeles Office and which 
has been set forth in this report. 


The Bureau's indices reflected certain information with regard 
to J. W. DECKER and also JOHN DECKER but there was no information available 
which indicated that this information related to the subject of this case, 
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THE ALBANY OFFICE 


AT TTHACL, NEW YORK, will identify Y, H. KNO (probably KU) 
of the Graduate School of Aeronayniceal Engingering, Cornell University. 
Will make available to this offidg any information contained in the files 
with regard to $nis’ inatvidual ang Will, in addition, through established 
sources determine any indications. of possible pro-Communist and/or pro~ 
Soviek sympathies on the part of Dr. KU. I% should be borne in mind thet 
this individual is possibly identical with the husband of PEI LING KU who 
recently returned to China, and.according to local informants was doing so ‘ i) 


because of her interes} in the current political changes taking place there, 


Wi11.do likewise with regard to Irs. W. R. SEARS who apparently 
xesides at 206.Vallley Road in Ithaca, New York, This individual is believed 
to be the wife of Professor W. R,- SEARS who is possibly connected with Cornell 
University, : 


"8 BOSTON OFFICE 


“AT CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, will identity PASCHENY T. JEN, 
1 Dover Street, and make available to this office any information contained | 
in its files with regard to this thdividval, Will, in addition, through 4 
established confidential sources make inquiry as to any possible indications / 1) 
- of pro-Commmist and/or pro-Soviet sympathies on the part of this individual. (LU : 


~ Will do likewise with regard to SHON YING LIN who resides. at 
331 Harvard Street. LEM) : 


AT BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, will do likewise with regard to H. We 
CHIEN, M.D., 24 Hancock Street. ete) 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE 


AT BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, will identify and furnish background on- - 
S. W. YAN of the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn, and make available to thise .. . 
office any information contained in the files. Will through established . 
confidential sources obtain any information having a bearing on the passiblay, 
pro-Commmnist and/or pro-Soviet sympathies on the part of this individual. ee 
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THE CLEVELAND OFFICE 


i 
A? CLEVELAND, QHTO ~ Contained in this report is considerable 
background information with regard to FRANK 2. MARBLE who according to 
officials of Cal Tech, wil be closely associated with the subject of this 
case in the operation of the GODDARD Fellowship for Advaced Study in Jet 


Propuisicn on the campus. 


It ig requested that the Cleveland Office make available to 
this office’ any information contained in ite files with regard to this individual, 
In addition, it is requested that discreet inquiry be made through established 
confidential sources in order to obtain an insight as to the possible political 
and ideological sympathies of this individual. 


It is requested that no open inquiry be made inasmuch as, 
dependent upon requested permission from the Bureau, this individual may be 
approached for possible use as a confidential informant in this case. Tt is 
also requested that the aforementioned investigation be expedited and that 
this information be made available to this office and the Bureau immediately 
in ower that this office and the Bureau may be in possession of as many facts 
as possible so that proper consideration can be given to the possible use of 


this individual as an informant. 


THE LOS ANGRLES OFFICE 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALTFORNTA, will maintain contact with 
established confidential sources in order that -4% may be apprised of 
current activities on the part of the subject. 


Will attempt to develop further information with regard to 
We Z. CHIEN with regard to the allegation that he was a Chinese Comaunist 
and had Yeburned to China to fight in the Northern Chinese Communist forces. 


YALL abtempt to develop further information with regard to FRANK 
E, MARBLE, who informants state will be very closely associated with the subject 
in the course of the operation of the GODDARD Fellowship on the Cal Tech Campus. 


q 


Tel 


TH? 


1-3 


Ted, 


THO 
7 


Sneed 


ee et regi 
asadena, Calorie residences] 
a 48 a scidntis 
whosg speciality is combustion and he has been employed at 


the det Propulsish Lab for approximately 4 years. In addition 
to hia dubles there he is a consultant to the National Research 
Council on mabters pertaining to undersea warfare. 


L___] 


In connection with several other collater: 
investigations it was determined that this informant made 
certain allegations with regard to members of the Communist ° 
Party, Section 122, Pasadena, during the years 1939 and 1940, 
put upon re-interview in connection with an AEC matter, particularly 
regarding MARTIN SUMMERFIELD, he denied the meetings ‘as such 
were actually Communist in character, Ib a ee that 
other reliable informants have stated that was financially 
associated with SUMMERFIELD end others in this group and it is 
felt that quite possibly this has caused him to subsequently 
change’ his story. Additionally, it has been noted that FRANK 
BEEHAN, present treasurer of Aerjett Gorporation, and Drs 
LOUIS G. DUNN, Director of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
have stated thatL___ is somewhat of a teharacter® and that 
he is of extremely loose morals, and his veracity is to be 
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Anonymous. _ { 


as been acquainted with Cal Tech academic persome: 
for the past 20 years and has been entertained socially at 
the homes of many of the Cal fech professors. She is also “ 
very active in Cal Tech wivest social groups and as such is , 
very well acquéinted with personalities on the campus. Of 
recent years she has been in straitened financial circumstances 
and on occasion does dressmaking work for the wives of the .- 
faculty. : on 
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‘ Office Memorandum + ontrep states GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: August 29, 1949 
it FROM: SAC, Los Angeles a 
aa g @ 
&" sesect: pp Sasua-SHEN TSIEN, wae, . Be i 
i John M."Decker Ly” / b3 
ESPIONAGE - B {ee bIE 
Bureau File 
: & 


Re report of SA ARTHUR C, WITTENBURG, dated 8-29-49, at Los Angeles, 
in captioned matter. . . 


It will be noted that on pages 17 and 18 of this report there is 
set forth identifying data with regard to FRANK 2, MARBLE who will be actively 
associated with the subject of this case in connection with the GODDARD Fellowship 
for Advanced Study of Jet Propulsion on the Cal Tech Campus. 


Tt is requested that the Bureau's indices be reviewed and that any 
information contained therein be made available to this office. 


It is contemplated that further discreet inquiry will be made with 
regard to MARBLE in order that consideration may be given to the possible 
development of MARBIE as an informant in connection with this case. 


Tt is not contemplated, of course, that any direct Srortures will 
be made to MARBLE until such time as permission therefore is obtained from the 
Bureau. As soon as additional investigation is conducted by this*éffice, af it 
appears propitious that such an overture should be made, the Bureau will be 
requested to grant permission for the development of this individual as an 
informant in this case, 


‘ - SERVICE UNIT, pee ‘Pelde 
“i -@EARCH ae “ 


: > SipervisorZy Room. 3. ZAR 


subj: Haw AO Zz Wee Ble 
——Exact Spelling Searchers 

cK References Initial fom 
——__Subversive Ref Date, Go EP?) 9 


—-Main File 
—_Restricted to Locality of 


FILE NUMBER SERIALS 


te Le EE 


Lee 


Sederal Burean af Investigation 


United States Bepartment of Justice 
_ Los Angeles 13, Califomia. 
August 29, 1949 


pie ‘PERSONAT, AND cour Meera 4 


Director, FBI 


HEREIN 1S DECLASSIFIED ESPIONAGE er 
DATEYbule BY steecc/l4s Bre 


Dear Sir: 


] ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED®* 


. 6 
Re report of SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG, dated 8-29-49, at Ios Angeles, 
in captioned matter. 


T-6 is a highly confidential.source mown to SA's JAVES H. HOOSE, 
GILMER G. ROBINSON, FRANCIS D. COOLEY, FLOYD W. BROWN, IRVIN C. SHEFPERD, 
é TESLIE R. HALL, Photographers THEODORE HARPER and GAREY D. POWELL, who made 
available the personal effects of SIDNEY WEINBAUM at his residence at 648 
South Arroyo Boulevard in Pasadena, on February 23, 1949. 


f- 
Very truly yours, zl “j 
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” He ‘listed his home as. the ‘Fourth Municipal Hospital ak Shanghai, 
China. | CHIEN stated hé was born 4t Hengchow, China, on ‘dune 17, 
1919. He arrived in the United States on Januery 2a, 1949, at 
San Francisco, * Californie, on the SS Genera}, Meigs. He indicated 
ho vas visiting his cousin, Professor His§5/TSIEN of 9 Chauncy 
“Street, Canbridge, BASE who is s identical ith the supe ct of. 
instant. casé. . ‘ 


CHIEN stated that his ‘ oveupation was a surgeon atta ‘thet he had 
brought $1500. with him. to: study orthopedic surgery at Harvard 

, University. for approximately’ one years ‘He later notified Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service. thet he had Feceived permission 
to study xt the Geneva University in Switzerland.’ He Glaimed to 
be a gradugte of Avrora University Medical School ab Shanghai and 
to have interned at. 5t. Michael's Hospital in Peking. He re~ ‘ 
quested a further stey in the United States which was denied and 
departed from the United. States via Emerson, Manitoba,. Canada, 
on September 2, 1949, having received.a twelve-months! fellowship 

- at the Ninsipeg Clinic, St. Mary's and Veughn, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada, According to Imnigreétion and Naturalization Service 
files, his present residence address is believed to be 525 Young . 

_ Stréet, Winnipeg, Canada. 


Contact, SHON yaNe Loy of 331 rma ghost Cambridge, Mass., 


is believed io bE fdenti. cal with, Mrs.. HOUAYINGALIN neediiang, 
+ Of the same address, who is She wife of @ Methematics Professor 


at Massachug cera neti tute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. by 
“the name off ALA ATAOMTIN. - Mrs. LIN, a citizen of China was 
admitted at. San. Hranci sco, California, on November 11, 1946, on . 
4 student passport, C-3740. According to Inmi gration” and Naturaliza- 
tion Service files, Boston, Mass., she was from 178 Negrugy, Skenghai, 
China. She was born-om January 12; 1918; -at-Peiping, China. Her 
residences in the United States were’ at 331 Hervard Street, Cambridge, 
‘ Mess., and 415 Hassachusetts dvenve,; Hast Providence, Rhode Island. ‘ 
She indicated thet ‘she -had.been employed during the last five years . Bb , 
at Brown University,” Providence, Rhode Island: She married Professor . P7E | 
LIN of .M.I.T. on December 21; 1946, at Providencé; Rhode. Island." . 
Mrs. LIN was admitted to permanent residerice at Calais, Maine, 
on July 9, 1948.. Immigration and Neturalization Service records 
reflected thet her port of entry was Calais, Meine, ‘via Bridge. 
It was noted that WILLIAM TED MARTIN, Head of. the Department of 
Mathematics at Massachusetts Institube of Technology, Caubridge, 
hase: ander hon Mrs; eo ies husband is employed, had intaroened, on: 


hex penale under dates: of October 16, 1947, end, Manch 19, 1948; 
respectively, in. « order that she might be ‘adnitted, to permanent Lo a 
“residence within ‘the, United States. - . ‘ a oa: 


Tt is noted thet Albany T-1, “of: known. peliability, provided informa-, 
tion that WILLIAM TEDAFARTIN had attended a meeting of ‘the Communist 
Party at Syracuse, New York, on Septerber 22, io45. 


Boston Tel, oft jmown deliability, provided information. ‘ehet there 
- is no such street. address in Cambridge, Hass.,/as No. I Daver Street. 
.. the npmbers..on Dover Street, begin with Now 7 and T+ =1j, who is ac- ” 
_ qaainted with thet locality, states that he has ‘neve: “heard of ary 
individual by the name of PASCHENY T. JEN.. . . : 


The: “records - of the.Registrar's Office at Harvard University and 
- Hassachusetts . Tnstitute of Technology, Canbridge’, Mass., failed - 
. to reflect any indi vided ab either of these schools “by, the nenie 

of PASCHEIY Be SBN -: : : : 


Records” of “the “and geation ena Netarelivation Service, 4 3 Tremont 

Street, Boston, Massy, contained’ no reference’ ‘to PASCHENY: 7 « SEN nor - 

Was his name ; disted in any ° vayai lable directory. - 

Wo informetion hasbeén received from confidential’ sources at 

. Boston, Hess., reflecting Commnist eotivity on. the" part of sub jeck ts 
. contacts,” as: bet forth in Anstant’ repor . an 


* Albany ‘T1 es identity 18 ‘chown... 
.to the Burea as set forth in Albeny. report of UARCEL C2 SHILLIPS, + 
opted: January : 16; 888, entitled WITLIAR TED NAREIN;. TNTERNAL SECURELY. - ost a 


Boston Tri.i d s. Postel Taspector! s Office,’ Boston, ‘Nass:, ! 
_ Who, hha direct. contact with ‘the: carrier. covering the Dover Street « 
- ares, an Combrises,, Mass<- 
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‘The ToLIow ng is for your nformabion, ». 

au The Office ‘of Naval Intel Ligende; » Yashington, pe os haa advised 

Si “that the captioned stbject who is presently ‘employed as a ‘selentist at tho ee PG 

“ Cglifornia Institute ‘of Technology has one, Personal Service Contract, effective ... 


|. Suly-l, 1949, through June 305" 1950). 988 a sonpulcast oa Nays) Ordnande ‘Laboratory 
Lf, White Oat,’ Uaryland. OS 1) : : a 


v 
Tndor the terms of this contract it is understood that subject may’ be 


" employed. at the Navel Ordnance Laboratory ‘intermittently, as-needed, but thah- ° | 
his aggregate workdays may. not. exceed Sat begn daysntor he. contract year. wi 
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-_ Office Memorandum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


a :/ Director, FBI 4 DATE: 13/30, i 
oO mem + SAGs Tos Mngetos "ALL INFORMATION CONTANEDA = 


| susjEcT: DR, Asn bsalsrey, was HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 


ESPIONAGE > DATE dizulau _BYSPocucl US He 7 


Reference is made to the report of SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG, 
7 12/30/49, Los Angeles » Which is being forwarded as an enclosure herewith. 
" “ Further reference is made to my letter of August 29, 199, which requested 
that the Bureau's indices be searched and that any information ‘therein 
regarding FRARK MARBLE be made available to this office. I have noted 
that your/ Lette ‘dated™ ‘September 21, 199, advises that the Bureau files 
ites pp information which can be identified with this individual. 


q 


KiM 
M The Bureau! s attention is further directed to the report of SA 
WENDELL V. SNEET, Cleveland, October 6, 1919, in the above-captioned 
matter. It will be noted that contained in the report being forwarded 
as an enclosure with this letter is information obtained locally con- 
cerning FRANK E, MARBLE, As has been set out in previous communications, 
this individual has come to investigative attention inasmuch as it was 
ascertained through responsible sources at California Institute of 
Technology that he was working very closely with the subject of this case 
in connection with long range research in the field of Jet Propulsion, 
which is being conducted at the institute under a Goddard Fellowship. 


Reference to the report being forwarded as. an enclosure will 
indicate that Mrs, LUCY T. DAVIS appraiseg fiaRBla and his wife, ORA TkE, 
as being “liberal. The reporting agony, “questioned Mrs. DAVIS. at consider- 
able length as to why sie had arrived ‘at this cdnclusion with the net ‘ 
result that she seemed to base it on MARBLE's assdctation with ‘Dr. and JES s 
MORGAN D,, Who she also regards as liberal, and further on the fact ° 
4 LE showed a preference for the Los Angeles newspaper “Daily News", 

vj » according to Mrs. DAVIS, is a “little liberal." As pointed out 
the report, her appraisal of the Daily News is not believed to be 


acourate. pemanioasscsate/ 
Information available as to MORGAN WARD is also set forth in the / 


me 


t report, which, although is not conclusive, leads credence to the belief 
that he may be to some extent a Comunist. Tn Ay Onerectrthe fe a 
19Gb 11959 Age NW S0-49, 
It is believed to be pertinent to note’ that Mrs. DAVIS is an ° 
elderly woman, the widow of a California Institute of Technology professor 
of geology and is by nature avery conservative individuals: As typical * 
of her remarks, she stated +) at she felt that MARBIE and his wife were ZGod 
loyal Americans, but shé tho ni they were a little “Middlé Westernish* in 
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es dan be recalled that in ¢onnection with the investigation .° 
of Dr. SIDNEYAWBINBAUM, it has been outlined that the subject. ofthis case: 
is consideytd a close friend of the WEINBAUMS' and as such, they have: ..° 
confided in him as’to their troubles with respect to WEINBAUM!s clearance 
at the Jet Propulsion laboratory. This,;it is felt, would necessarily have 
the effect of causing Dr. TSIEN to be very careful of his actions and spese: 
in order that he, likewise, might have difficulty by reason of his ‘known 
present and past association with WEINBAUM. . 4 


-. 3+ It is-recdlled also that informants. who have- been consulted — of 
regarding TSIEN who knew him even during the days when he was associated 
with the Communist Party in 1939, state that he is a very aloof and taciturn 
individual and hence, it is extremely difficult to obtain from informants a 
guage of his Communist sympabhies, vo: . Looe . . 
4n appraisal of this situation as evidenced by investigation . 
conducted thus far seems) to indicate “that .the best, source. of information." . . 
{ith regard to TSIEN's activities would be FRANK E. MARBLE with whom the | “ 
‘Subject is closely associated in comection with ‘their research, It is <0. - 
“pointed oqut- that in addition to Nis. DAVIS, Dr. HOMER J. STEWART, of the 
California Institute of Technology faculty, has stated that he believes © 
MARBLE to be a loyal American. ,Dr. STEWART has furnished this office. | 
with valuable information in connection with the WEINBAUM investigation and 
. it is believed that his appraisal would be both unbiased. and accurate. 


pos .It is realized that there are ‘certain elements in the ‘preture sy.” 
_ ‘Which indicate that MARBLE ‘may. be, to an extent, liberal in his beliefs, 
but it-is believdd that if such is thé case, but if he is fundamentally 
a loyal American, he thereby would be in a mich better -position to obtain’. or 
.. an accurateappraisal of the present and/or past: sympathies ‘of the subject. 7 
_ It is pointed out that if investigation had disclosed that. MARBLE was: i 
-'. Ulbra~conservative and made his feelings so known ‘that it is-highly unlikely} 
* that TSIEN would make any pro-Commnist, statéments his presence, when” ~ 
she, TSIEN, realized that he faces possible clearance difficulties because . 


‘of his association ith Dr. SIDNEY WEINBAUM. 


eo In view of the reasons outlined in the foreg » Lt is regtested 
that the Bureau consider the available facts"in order ‘to reach a decision 
as’to whether permission can be granted for agents of this office to 

interview MARBLE as te his knowledge of TSIEN. The thought is advanced 

also. that. even though MARBLE at present is‘ unable ‘to furnish-information 

of a definite nature with regard to TSIEN, that if his reception to the 
- interview is ‘favorable he might be induced. to attempt 40, engage TSIEN in the: 
-type of ‘conversation which might bring forth’ pro-Communist sympathies in 

the event Buch feelings are present. . oa 
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“> Of course > no action will be: ‘taken bowards interviawing. [PRANK Es - y. 
., MARBLE until a decision is reached by the Bureau. .It is requested ’ honever, | . 
. that this matter be given your expeditious attention inasmuch as f-regard it 
‘ as most propitious. «+... 


2, tn oats. of inforcntton : . 
dined in the ropows ‘of G4 fr “ tonnes dated. Eovcaboe 20) ADO, 
ger Gand-7, 16 isnot dopix . Ty Hable g ‘subjcetts a 
, the Caldfownia Tnobitute of Te be Cy : 


“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. i kd Fad Pe} 
THIS GASE ORIGINATED AT =»- LOS: ANGELES FiLedNgi 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR, REPORT MADE BY 
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108 ANGELES UWs/49 — 49,3039/19,21, ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG CSC 
a OSLOP IL; 25 5 ZONE, sxc or cna 
DR, HSUR-SHEN TSIEN, wa. 
é John N& Decker ESPIONAGE ~ R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: . AMG —/| . 


seupeNs, on interview, admitted membership in Pro-_ PLEA] 
sional Unit #122 of Communist Party in Pasadena » Calif. i 23 

g during 1939; also states that he remembers subject in- A 
yor attendance at meetings. SHIRLEY BERKUS also admits Comm~ 


1° nist Party membership, but does not remember subject. * cia 
ae Subject continues in contact with SIDNEY WEINBAUM. Informant Le Ef] 
é 
“at report subject leading quiet life due to wifets reticence to 
OP et mix socially, . 
oe a J . . . b3 
Do Qe" ~P ew a 
; Me v x40 P DIE Destasctt GAR TE-D a 
J ? ™ C { B-... 
(|) SBPBRBHCE: (§ Bureau Pile No, ; . asad 
“Be OT 6 Report ae ARTHUR C, WITTENBURG, 8/29/49, Los Angeles y 
%) DERATIS: CLASS : ; 
40 , DEC. ; ay y 
| Source T~1, a reliable informant, advised ih addition to informa-¥ 
& : ; 
§ 


i,, vion that. the subject of this case was a member of Professional Unit #122 
of the Communist Party in Pasadena during 1939, that SPERKUS and his 


ywite, SHIRLEY, were likewise members of the same sect . 
: A 
bs At Alhambra, California, on Cctober 26, 19)9,LOUIS and SUIRLACCEERKUS 
} were interviewed by the reporting agent with regard to thelr sfecific know- 
ledge as to the possible membership of the subject of this case in the oO. 


Communist Party. It showld be noted that these individuals have been 
interviewed on several previous occasions with regard to their own member-— 
ship and'on the second of these series of interviews each admitted member- b3 
ship in the Commmnist Party during the year 1939. It was noted that LOUIS 
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BERKUS recalled his own Party alias of Isaa icBRIDE, but his wife, 
SHIRLEY, could not recall her own Party ajfas. £ 
A picture of the subjeet of this case was exhibited to LOUIS 
BERKUS, at which time he advised that he recalled the subject as having 
been in attendance at Communist Party meetings which he had attended in 
the course of his membership in Professional Unit #122.of the Communist 
Party in Pasadena, California, BERKUS stated that he could not recall 
that TSIEN took a very active part in the discussions at these meetings, 
but that he has a distinct recollection of his being present, He 
advised that on one occasion, the subject asked him to review a book, the 
name of which BERKUS could not recall, the results of which were to be 
given at a subsequent meeting. BERKUS stated that this was at a time when 
he was definitely losing interest in the Party and hence, refused to take 
any active part in the discussion, 


On the date that BERKUS was interviewed with particular regard 
to the subject of this case, he was actually interviewed on two occasions, 
once in the morning and later in the afternoon. On the second. occasion 
Mrs. BERKUS, SHIRLEY BERKUS, was present. 


On the second occasion a photograph of the subject was displaye: 
to Mrs. BERKUS, who stated that she did not recall the subject : 
of this case, stating, "He looks like anyother Chinaman." 

Py : 


Both the BERKUSes statad that they had no personal knowledge of¢ 
the fact that TSIEN was a member of the Communist Party and that, in facty 


- they had little knowledge which would directly indicate membership on the 


part of any other members of the groyp. Both stated that by reason of the 
manner in which meetings were held, they could never be sure at any given 
meeting whether those in attendance were actually members of the Party 

or that some of those present might be, in fact, visitors. LOUIS BERKUS 
stated, however, that as best he could recall, TSIEN was present at what 
he, BERKUS, believed to be a regularly convened meeting of the section of 
the Communist Barty to which he belonged. 


Source 1-2, believe 


reliable, advised that he had observed an 
automobile he recognized as t 


at~belonging to the subject parked in front 
of the residence of Dr. SID! MiB INBAUM on September 2, 1919 and again on - 
September 12, 1919, Inform Was unable to state whether the car was 
actually driven by the subjéct or how long he remained at the WEHINBAUM resi~ 
dence. WEINBAUM was identified in referenced report, - 


Sources T-3 and T-l, believed reliable, were interviewed during - a 
the period of this report on several oceasions and each stated that they ~~ ~ 
had observed very little activity on the part of the subject or his wee 
during this period, Egch stated that it had come to their attention that 
irs. TSIEN appeared to be very reticent to mix socially with, friends of 
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the suoject shat he had known while previously employed at the California 

Institute of Technology. Hach stated that because of this refusal on 

the part of Hrs. TS: $c go ont socially, that it had been their observa- 

tion that 18Iits, for the most part, spent their evenings at home and during 


the day the subject spends his full time et the Gugenheim Aeronautical 
Resvarch Laboratory on the Main California Institute of Technolcgy Campus. 
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It should be noted that in the investigative section of this 
report, the results of the interview with LOUIS and SHIRIZY BERKUS are 
set forth. It was noted by the reporting agent that on the first occasion 
that BERKUS was contacted in regard to his past affiliation with the Commu- 
nist Party, that he denied, in effect, that such was the case. On a sube 
sequent occasion LOUIS and SHIRLEY BERKUS were jointly interviewed, at which 
time each admitted membership in the Communist Party and named Dr. SIDNFY 
WEINBAUM as an officer of the seetion, Tt was noted by the reporting agent 
that during tho time this interview was in progress, Mrs. BERKUS took a 
rather uncooperative attitude in the matter and made very few statements 
beyond the essential. facts. On the contrary, it was noted that LOUIS 
BERKUS appeared to be much more cooperative, offering information as to 
his Party alias, etc. I$ is recalled that Hrs. BERKUS stated on this 
eceasion that she did not recal? her own Party alias. 


As set forth in the investigative section of this report, LOUIS 
BERKUS was first interviewed individually with regard to TSIEN, at which 
time he volunteered the information attributed to him in the foregoing. 
4iso in this interview he was questioned in regard to his attitude on 
testimony with regard to Dr. SIDNEY WELNBAUMIs membership in the Communist 
Party. After this interview was terminated BERKUS contacted the reporting 
agent and requested that he wished to discuss the matter further. Tt was 
on this occasion that Mrs. BERKUS was present. It was noted that on the 
second interview LOUIS had become very apprehensive as to the possibility *. 
of his having to testify with regard to WEINBAUMts membership aad that, 
although he continved to discuss the matter freely, Mrs. BERKUS vefused to 
discuss the matter to any extent and limited her discussion to answers to 
direct questions, 


Source T-5, believed reliable » advised that at the Colorado and 
Mentor Branch of the Bank of America at Pasadena, subject opened a check~ 
ing account with a token deposit of one dollar on July 5, 1949. His 
address given at the time of opening this account was 360 East Buena Loma 
Gourt, Altadena, California, By fugust 25, 1949. his balance had grown 
to $1, 5h; hl. 


T-5 advised that it had been his recollection that there had been 
some talk of money coming from China to be deposited in this account, but 
an actual review of the records failed to reveal this had materialized, 


On July.29, 1949, the subject made a deposit of $735.00, which was 
a check draym on the Pasadena Branch of the Security First National Bank. 
He has also made deposits of $148.61, $774 and $62.56, all of which were: 
collection items drawn on the County Fank and Trust Company, Central Square, 
Cambr idge 5. Massachusetts, “ 
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in addition, it was noted subject has a Savings Account with a 
present balance of $1,65l,.00, which was opened July 13, 1919, with am 
initial deposit of $470.13. ‘ith regard to this account, subject has 
made two deposits, one for $300.00 and-one for $8.22, and also $500,00,, 
which was transferred out of his Commercial Account. The source of other 
deposits to this account was not ascertained. 


: . &-5 further advised that the subject's wife also has a 
Savings Account with a present balance of $365.00. : 


The following checks then in the file were noted as follows: 


A. C, Vorman, Ine., Pasadena $225.00 
A. C. Vorman, Inc., Pasadena 30,37 
Sash 250.00 
Western Transportation Company, Los Angeles 84,22 
EMA H. GILBERT, Pasadena 135.00 


. Tt is noted that EMMA H. GILBERT, Pasadena, California, is the 
subject's landlady, 


peterenced report sets forth i ella to the effect that Miss 
PATRICIS#EINE had received a letter frog‘ OB IOnIEN. At the time informa- 
tion yés obtained regarding this lette*; MiSs TINE advised that the letter 
was purely friendly in nature and appeared to have no political significance, 
having been written to his past associates at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
although the letter was actually addressed to her, 


During the period of this report Miss LINE was again interviewed, 
at which time she advised that the letter in question had been located, 
Examination of the letter by the reporting agent indicated that for the most 
part it seemed to be purely social in nature and recounted for the most part 
CHIEN's experiences while on board ship en route to Shanghai, In addition, 
he made several statements as to his impressions of the changes that had 
taken place in Shanghai since he had last seen it. 


It was noted that especially with regard to his descriptions of 
his traveling companions, CHIEN seemed to "slant" his observations, In 
several, instances he refers in a rather derogatory manner to the "oil 
imperialists" that are seeking to "take over" ‘China. 


On several occasions CHIEN uses the terminology “reactionary” and 
in one instance mentions the word "communist!'. The use of these Matter . 
terms and the way in which they were used in the text seemed to indicate u 
that CHIEN was perhaps more “politically consedous"- in his writing ‘han vy, 


was first indicated by Miss LINE. ia 
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Referenced report indicated that in’ comection with the subjectts 
Work at the Guggenheim Aeronautical Laboratory on the Main Caltech Campus 
he has been appointed a Goddard Fellowship Professor under the Guggen~ 
heim Foundation to do advanced research in jet propulsion. It is also 
noted that in connection therewith, he is to be associated with FRANK B, 
MARPLE, an instructor. 


Dr, HOMER J. STEWART advised on interview that he has .known MARBLE 
since he first came to the Institute several years ago and during this time 
has worked rather closely with him. STUART advised that during this 
period of association he has cone to regard MARBLE highly and has noted 
nothing that vould cause him to be at all suspicious of his loyalties to 
the United States. He also advised that in his opinion, MARBLE appeared 


to be a very discreet individual who would be capable of maintaining a 
confidence. . . 


Mrs, LUCY f. DAVIS, owner of the premises at 1081 Elizabeth 
Street, Pasadena, who resides in a house on the same block, was inter- 
viewed “on*Octobor 26, 19h9,- concerning her knowledge of MARBLE and 
his wife, ORA LEE, lirs. DAVIS advised that she has come to know the NARBLEs 
rather well during the time they have been residing on her premises and 
during this time she has come to regard them highly. Shé, stated that she 
Was positive that, basically, both FRANK and his wife, ORA:LEE, were loyal 
to the United States but that she felt that they were a little "liberal," 
She stated that this was actually an impression on her part and that she 
could not state with any certainty as to what had caused her to come to 
this conclusion. She stated that quite possibly she had formed this 
opinion because she had been raised in a very conservative Eastern atmos~ 
phere and that she thought thereby she might have become a 1fttle hyper— 
sensative on the subject. The only specific matter that Mrs. \DAVIS could a 
mention with regard to the foregoing was the fact that MARBIR Qid not 
seem to like the local Pasadena paper and preferred instead « \Los Angeles 
paper.’ The Los Angeles paper referred to is a @aily paper that is not known 1 
to be pro-Communist, 


Mrs. DAVIS was questioned by the reporting agent as to friends 
and associates of the MARBIEs, at which time she advised that the only 
individuals she knew by name were Dr. and irs. MORG, RARD, also of the 
Caltech faculty. With particular regard to thes dividuals she stated 4 
that she long has regarded them as bring "liberal and she thought that to 
some extent the KARBLE association with them might Rave caused her to arrive 
at her previous statement that she thought of MARBLE as being "liberal." 
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By way of identification, MORGAN WARD is a professor of mathematics 
at Caltech at Pasadena and has been so employed for a number of years, 
The following information bearing upon WARD's loyalty is being set forth. 
6, another Governmental agency which conducts security investigation, 
has advised, "A reliable confidential informant reported that MORGAN WARD, 
Professor of Mathematics, Caltech, was definitely a Commmist in 1936 and 1937, 
At that time a photostatic copy of his registration with the Communist 
Party was on file in the local Communist Party office. WARD's address was 
listed as 265 South Holliston avenue » Pasadena.# ° 


. ?-8, a reliable informant, advised that he had received informa- 
. tion from a know reliable informant to the .éffect that 4 special meeting - 
with regard to reconversion problems was to be held by the East Hollywood 
Club of the Los Angeles County Communist Party on the evening of September 
: . 25,1945, at Melrose Hall, 4660 Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles. The same 
oo Source advised that he observed in the immediate proximity of this address 
while the meeting was in progress, a car bearing license 6P2l65, which was 
ascertained to be registered to MORGAN WARD » 265 South Holliston Avenue , 
Pasadena, 


| . 

| gupion has been interviewed on several occasions by agents of 
this offi » at which time he admitted membership in the Professional Unit 

#122, Pasadena, California, Communist Party, in 1939. With wrticular 

regard to the subjec$ of this case » hovever, he’ stated he did not recall 
TSIEN in attendance at any meetings. 


At the time SYLVAN RUBIN was being interviewed with regard to the 
aforenentioned matters » it had developed that for a period of time he had 
resided as a roomer at the home of ORGAN WARD, Pasadena. With particular 
regard to WARD, RUBIN stated he did not believe that WARD was at all 
“politically conscious" and he had no. reason to believe that this individual 
has ever engaged in any subversive activities. 


T-9, &@ reliable. confidential informant, mde available Personnel 
Security Questionnaire executed by Dr. SIDNEY NEINBAUM at the time of his 
employment at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Caltech. Perusall of this 
questionnaine indicates that listed as reference was one MORGAN WARD » iden- 
tical with the. individual referred to hereinbefore. 
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By cover letter with which this report is transmitted, the Bureau 
is Fequested to give its permission to interview FP. E. MARBLE. 


Source T-10, a reliable informant, advised that the following corre- 
spondence was received at the residence of the subject » at 360 Hast Buena Loma 


Court, piltadena, California: & letter addressed to Mr. and liys. TSIEN from 
HIEN, 525 Young Street, Winnipeg, Manatoba, Canada/, . 


etter to Mrs. TSIEN from Mrs. W. R. SEARS, 206 Valley, Ithica, 


New York. 


. 4 letter addressed to hirs. y pitoran from igh MUYL, Salisbury 
School, Salisbury, Comnectiont (3 


a letter addressed to the subject from LOUIS piounes, Post 
Office Box 25, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts. Additiondily, a postcard was 
received which was signed only "FRANK", Recording. to the message contained - 
thereon, ehd a reference having begh made to ‘KB it is- believed that 
this card originated from FRANK Jf 


MALINA. 


LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


At Pasadena, California: Will maintain contact with Source T-3 
and Source T-]in order to obtain information. of value concerning the 
current activities of the TSIENs. . . 


“ALL avait an answer from the Bureau as to whether permission is 
to be granted: to interview FRANK E, MARBIZ in regard to his knowledge of 
the current activities of the subject. 


has been furnishing this office with inform- 
ation as to the current activities of the VEINBAUMS. . Information 
was given to reporting agent on 9/23/h9. 


and is believed 
nformation was given to reporting agent on 8/2l); 


mivery iriendly terms with] 

and is in a positionto obtain 
antormation regarding the subject indirectly through her. She was 
interviewed on 8/2h; 10/11/49, by reporting agent. 


PS a . 
‘ who made ‘this information available to S& 


: HURRAY B. HYERSON on August 25, 19h9. 


The material 


1-6 DIO llth Naval District, San Diego, California, files. 
attributed to this source was furnished 


The 

eubnoricies in submitting information to this office gave the 

+ _ informant the rate of 4-1, No material is available in the files of 
this office bearing upon the reliability of the original informant. 


t-8 Information regarding to meeting provided by[______]to SA JAMaS 


MASON (date not indicated). Surveillance information by SA JAMES 
MESON and SA WILBER S, NEWMAN, . 


es | 


T-LO A mail cover placed with Postmaster EILEEN CARDIFF » Altadena, Cali- 
T} fornia. (82) 


\ 
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THis case ontemareo ar LOS ANGELES 
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REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 
LOS ANGELES 2/24/50 
g & © 
Dr. HSUE-SHEN TOTEM, wa ESPIONAGE - R 
ae \- 
‘| synopsis oF acts: 5 ’ f 
vs ~~, Files of another govern- 


uy Ment agency reflect Subject was Communist in 1912, 
attended CP meetings in Pasadena, and was subscriber 
if ab. People's World® in 1939. 


E Bureau Fils ers GUE 
WA, Report of SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG, Los AngelesStda tea 
. A, November 30, 19h9. Rad 
ob , 2 
$y GBETATLS: This report reflects the joint investigation o. RICHARD K. 
VF gy SCHWAB and the writer. 


was interviewed with regard to his 
owledge of any Communist activity on the part of Subject, at which time he 


ah executed a signed statement, pertinent excerpts_of which are being set: forth 
hereinafter. fe Tint the Subject in 1938) 


s ~ Aeronautics Department of th 2 bnology, Pasadena, 


satay California. He advised that Dr. FRANK d{ MALINA, 


ae 


with whom both were associated, 3 
ane 


a -researchy 


explained that a group of students who were engaged in 7 
rocket research, which was unclassified at the time, due to limited ubjects 
met ab one another's houses and engaged ih discussions of various subjects 
a one oceasion.at one of these’ group meetings, MALINA introduced SIDNEY 
AXKWEINBAUM, At this timeL__ ]noted that WEINBAUM talked favorably"on se 
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subject of Communism. He stated that the next time he went\to MALINAts house 

the group includéd thres peopie that he did not know before,| SanfOUBNORE and 
his wife, betes and GUSKALBRECHT. (WEINBAUM, the DUBNOFFs ar iT 
have been named by réliable informant T-1 as being members of the Communist 
Party in Pasadena in 1938-39.) WEINBAUM appeared to be the chairman of the 

_ group and discussed Communism and passed oub Commimist literature. oe 
remembered these books to include "Capital," "State and Revolution” and the 
““Manifesto of “the Communist Party.® . 


At about this time WEINBAUM offered to help[L___] with some 
mathematical theories and during the course of tutoring in this regard 
solicited him to join an “inner circle" of ‘intellectuals which he said 
included some prominént people, According tof WEINBAUM related that 
the group observed secrecy. about its membership and had no industrial or cell 
activities. He advised further that WEINBAUM showed him some sort of a 
membership card at that timé and that WEINBAUM also came | house 
with regard to the same matter. * . 0 . 

g . can reply to WELNBAUMT 5 solicitation for menbership[ __| 

. ‘stated that he was not interested. He stated ‘that he went to another meeting 
at MALINA's house at which ‘the Subject of this_case and WEINBAUM were present. 
‘He stated that.at this meeting MALINA seemed and the 
meeting was similar “to the one previously described, . 

related that later 

PSIEN, MALINA and others in this regard. He state at a ime he 
opposed the principles of Communism and warned the others about WELNBAUN. 
With particular regard to the Subject, _ stated that TSIEN seewed inte- 
rested only in the theory of Commuxism, stating something to thé effect that ; 
there were some good" ideas, in Marx and lenin, He advised that TSIEN expressed 
no interest in WEINBAUM. or in group activity. ~ 


__. sta’ i 
being in the latter 
part of 1939, ‘ + . - 


Subject, stated; "From my association with Dr. TSIEN, I have no 
reason to doubt his loyalty to the United States," . 
. a = . . —— . 


ears 


: ‘Information has previously been set forth in reports in this 
case to the effect ‘that GUSTAVEALBRECH? has stated that he recalled TSIEN 
as being in attendance at CP ficetings in Pasadena during 1939. Recently 
ALBRECHT was recontacted for verification of his statement in this’ regard. 
‘At the time of this latter interview, ALBRECHT advised that he had been 
mistaken about the information that he had previously furnished concerning 
TSIEN, He stated that it was quite possibly a misunderstanding on the .part 
of himself and the interviewing agent: He advised that he,had stated that - 
he was personally acquainted with TSIEN since 1938 when both were students 
at Caltech, but that he did not mean to imply thereby that TSIEN had ever 
been in attendance at any CP meetings, and that.he, after due consideration, 
was now positive that TSIEN was not present at any CP meetings which he, 
ALBREGHT, attended, . fof, 


‘Files of T-2; another government agency which ‘conducts security 


investigations, were reviewed and it w: as found that its records reflected that 


in 192 TSien HSUE SHEN, aka Dr. H, SMTSIEN, was a Communist and regularly 


. attended Communist mectings in Pasadena. These meetings, according to the 


files of this agency, were also attended by FRANK J. MALINA, These files 


. described TSIEN as an alien who in 192 was a research fellow in the fieronau~ . 


tics Department of- the California Institute -of Technology. | . . 


. T-3, a former employee of T~2 and believed reliable, who is . 
presently a highly placed Los Angeles city official, was contacted, at which. 
time he advised that the information appearing in the files of T-2 was obtained 
from an informant of known reliability. +3 stated, that he is certain that 
the’ informant was’ reliable, but that he did not wish to disclose his name ; 
adding further that in any cage the informant to whom this information was 
attributed is now deceased, . 0 . ‘ 


. The files of T-2 also reflect that one H. S. TSIEN of 280 S, 
Michigan Avenue, Pasadena, appeared on the subscription list: of the Daily 
People's World in 1939, The files reflect that the above information was 
furnished in December, 19h1, by Th, who is considered reliable by T+2, 


T+, believed reliable, was contacted during January, 1950, at 
which time he stated that he was. not the ‘original source’ of this information. 


- and that he did not know from whom he received the information that he made 


available to-T-2, . 

. Dr. D, B. HUDSON, Professor at the California Institute of 
Technology, Pasadena, California, who had been given by the Subject as a. 5 
reference in connection withthe latter's employment, was interviewed, at which 
time he advised he had known Subject for about six or ‘eight years and that he 
believes him to be loyal to the United States., : 


. T-5, whose reliability is unknown, on January h, 1950, was 
interviewed and advised that in connection with research work being carried 

on in the Aeronautics Department at Caltech he has been thrown into rather 

close contact with the Subject. He advised that as a result of their daily 

contact in connection with research problems for the past year, he feels that 

he knows Subject rather well in a scientific way and, further, that this asso~ 
ciation has also been on a social basis. .He advised that he ard his wife have 
entertained and have been entertained by the TSIENs at one another's homes 

and that he.feels that he knows both of these individuals rather well. . N 


" "This source stated during the year -he has: been associated with 
TSIEN that he has never had any occasion to discuss politics with him and that 
he deduced from this that TSIEN evinced no interest in politics as such in that 
had there been such an interest. on his part he would have taken advantage of 
the many opportunities that had arisen for such discussion. This source stated 
further .that nothing has ever come to. his. attention either from his personal 
knowledge or from hearsay which would cause him to believe that the Subject - 
was anything but: loyal to the United States. . 


Mes. ELIZABETH GILBERT, 360 E, Buena Loma Court, Altadena, 
advised on interview on January l, 1950, that she had been the Subjects 


‘landlady from January, 1941, untal July, 1946, during the time the Subject was - 


Single and was in attendance at Caltech or was later employed at the Jet Pré- 
pulsion Laboratory, Mrs. GILBERT advised that since June, 1949, she has again 


- become Subjectts landlady in that on his return from Boston he had. arranged 


with her to reht a major portion of her home which he and his wife dnd baby 


. NOW Occupy a8 a separate apartment. Mrs. GILBERT advised that Since Subject 


returned from Boston, possibly due to his changed marital state,.she has had. - 


. Very, little occasion to see or talk to him, She likewise states that she has 


had very little occasion to become acquainted with Subject's wifé and that 
her discussions with her have been limited to daily pleasantries, . 


". Mrs, GILBERT advised that during the period the Subject was 
Single and roomed at her home she felt that she knew him rather well, She 
Stated further that during this period nothing had ever arisen which caused 
her in any way to doubt his loyalty’ to the United States. . . , 


- PENDING - 
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was interviewed, he mentioned that 7D 


the Subject and FRANK 
MALING, Was another individual by -the name of EDAFORMAN, later, in discussing 

personal conversations that he hed with chese individuals With regard to 
Communism and SIDNEY WEINBAUM, he mentioned that ED FORMAN was strictly in 
accord with his, views, which were directly opposed to those of 

- WEINBAUM and MALINA, . + . 


. x Time Magazine for December 12, 1949, on page 6, carried an 
article to the effect that the Subject had stated at a meeting Of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers in New York City that present day téchnology 
“is capable of building a transcontinental rocket which could be flow from Los 
Angeles to New York City in one-hour. This article described the Subject as a 
"Chinese-born rocket expert from Caltech,'! . . , ° 
The following investigation was conducted by the Albany Office, 
ae results of which investigation were reported in letter dated October 20, 
1949. _ . . 
: - Examination of records in the office of the Secretary, Cornell 
nivegsity, Ithaca, New York, reflected the following information concerning 
7SYUNG-HUAISKUO, Assistant Professor. of Aeronautical Engineering at Cornell, x. a 
who -is\ undoubtedly identical with the individual described as %. EGAKNO, or’ kw, 


According to the records of the Secrétary of Cornell University, 

KUO received his M.A, Degree from Toronto University in 19) and his Ph.D.’ 
Dégree fromthe Califorriia Institute of Technology in 1915, He was employed 
by. Cornell University on October 9, 19h6, as an instructor in Aeronautical 
Engineering, Oa April 26, 1947, ‘he was. promoted to the rank of Assistant 
Professor ‘of Aeronautical Engineering and continues to be employed in that 
capacity at Cornell University at the present time, His residence address is 
listed as 213 Utica Street, Ithaca, New York, The records reflected-that KUO. 
is married, but no information was available in the records concerning his wife. 

. : 

. The indices -of the Albany Office reflected no information 
pertaining to KUO, ° . ~ 


. . Mrs. W. R. SEARS, 206 Valley Road, Ithaca, New York, is the wife 
of WILLIAM R. SEARS, Director of the Cornell ‘Graduate School of Aeronautical 
Engineering, whose residence address is listed on Cornell records as 206 Valley 
Road, Ithaca, New York. The records of the Secretary of Cornell reflect that 
Mr, WILLIAM R. SEARS -was employed by Cornell University on duly 1, 1986, as the 


L “- 
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first Director of Cornell's new Graduate School of Aeronautical Engineering: 

He had formerly been employed as Chief of Aerodynamics for Northrup Aircraft 
Corporation at Hawthorne, California, where ‘he had been employed since 19}1.- 
The. records also reflected that SEARS had received a Bachelor of Aeronautical 
Engineering Degree from the University of Minnesota in 193k and a Ph.D. Degree 
from the California Institute of Technology in 1938, He had also been on the 
faculty at the California Institute of Technology until 191, The record also 
reflected that Professor SEARS is at the present time a member of the Scientific. 


Advisory Board of the United States Air Force. 
: The files of the Albany Office eontain no information concerning 
subversive or otherwise questionable activities or associations of Professor 
or Mrs, SEARS, ot “ ‘ 
“4. T+6, a reliable informant whe has been in 4 position to note the 


Altadena, furnished the following list of mail. received: 


~ 


" mail received by the Subject at his residence, 387 E. a PB) Court, 


Pa 
Date Sender 


12/12/19" aren, 809 Fairfield Circle, Pasadena 5, Calif. 
ne Dr. H. WeACHIEN, 525 Young Street, Winnipeg, Canada 
12/18 /h9 ; . . oo 
e1/6/so0° Me wXxno, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York 
December y . 
(illegible) Ww, Dekwoo, 26 Longfellow Road, Arlington, Massachusetts 
12/22 /O-XMILLER, 55 Revere Street, Boston, Massachusetts 
'M2/22/u9 . Air mail, postmarked Hong Kong; sender, C, F;X@SIEN, 112 
K Lane 1032, Yu~Yuen Road, Shanghai, China; (notation on 
back of envelope, "Yuig, I am the one who took this from, 
- Shanghai, Regards, F,O,") . 

12/ai/u9 faes. 8. W. NIASHEN,: 80 The Fenway, Boston 15, Massaehusetts 
12/28/49 vies yforkeENt, 397 W, Foothill Boulevard, Altadena, Calif, 

. ‘SHACKENKWYAN, 67-66 108th Street, Forest-Hills, Long : 
‘yj Island, New York. “ : . 
iC. TXPAT, 150 Park Avenue, Palo Alto, California——~ 
4S. YoLIANGALIN, 331 Harvard Street, Cambridge, Mass, - 

STAOUTAWD, hr University Avenue, Toronto, Canada’. . 
1/20/50 Postmarked Hong Kong; Mrs. JANE TZAWONG, Reynolds Metals 

_ Company, China Division, 843 Yu-YuetrRoad, Shanghai, China 

1/23/50 WINIFREDRVANADUYL, Salisbury School, Salisbury, Connecticut 


Portions’ of the investigation reflected in this xéport were 
conducted: with SA RICHARD K, SCHWAB who was conducting a Loyalty of Government 


. att 
. “6 - oe 
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aka John HM Decker, Consultant - Appointees Naval Ordnance Laboratory, 
Departinént of Navy, White Oak, Maryland." “The following individuals were 
contacted by the reporting agent jointly with SA SCHWAB: 


: . b7D * 
— - ° ‘ 


Mrs. ELIZABETH GILBERT 
GUSTAVE A. ALBRECHT ~ 


Employees ‘investigation in connection with the case entitled, "HSUB-SHEN TSIEN, 


The interview with Dr. D. E, HUDSON reflected herein was 


“ conducted by SA SAMUEL G. HoBLDOWNEY. . 


. - ets 
an a. Q 


LEADS 


THE LOS ANGELES DIVISION 


At Pasadena California: Will maintain contact with neighbor- 
hood and Caltech campus sources of information to determine the current 
activities of the Subject. 


iB F a b7D 
Will reinterview 
who has stated that ional inquiry among his 


previous informants with regard to any CP activity on the part of the Subject. 


Wh 


ZIO, Lith ND, Los’ Aasiee as seviewed ‘yy SA RICHARD K.*- 
‘SCHWAB in. January, 1950. 


as furnished 1/19 ‘50 to 
« SCHWAB, 


as furnished 


as 
‘urnished to SA RICHARD K. SCHWAB and reporting agent i/h/50. 


Mail cover’ placed ‘with EILEEN CARDIFF, Postmaster, Altadena, 
California, on the resi 


sidencé of the Subject at 387 E. Buena 
Loma Court, Altadena. (2) ° 


REPORT MADEAP > vs DATE WHEN MADE | PeRIoDRoR' -° ~ | .REFORT MADEBY. 


, a . HEN ME HOR, en 7 : 
| 108 ANGEiES “5 | "3/30/50. ~ 278320 52853/ cm ARTHIR CG. 
— x Z,1i;1e.20,217 59 ARTHUR 6. : 


ume. oS : ar _| duaRacter oF case 
De Petia! TSIEN, Was os eR ESPIONAGE <R 


Y SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: “axGiaro AnpERr "Rosanore, tho. On “interview adnittted - 
membership in Proféssional Unit ‘Number 122: of , . 
Communist Party:in Pasadena until June, 1939, has 
. RO Fecollection~of: subjects “ED FORMAN, vho.was: 
«associated with subject: in pioneer rocket re~ . 
search at Cal Tecli, states to his ‘knowledge - : 
subject had no Communist. sympathies or, connection 
“With Communist -Pdrty. NATHAN RISEN, who on - 
| interview admitted menbérship “in Professional. ‘ 
: Unit Number 122. of the. Communist Party ii 
Pasadena during 1937, does not knoy, subjerbe, 
ee ee at iNFOR 


HEREIN & UNCLASS 
«BATE oe ee 


and ‘March 24,2950, rool Sof titi Hf o- 
5 : home -at 1023- Gothi.e - Alay,’ Pemona, Calin 
iy fornia, by the “writer and Special. gent’ WILLTAM C. PATTERS ONe. t 


been a nenber of ‘Professional Unit ‘Number 122. of. the Communist: Party: in. vas ddeha 
California, during the years 193841939, ‘and that he. terminated his connection 
with the Party in_ June of 1939, when he “flunked, outt of she Ge Lifornia Institute” 


: Ye 
He stated also that “WETNBAUM- owas the vary obvious ° “leader of the section, ‘and © 
“that in addition to. those. atho were actually: members 6f the: section, he felt 


| BBRROVED AND 
_ FORWARDED: R B Hak 
: — BS pees 


Bureau . 
~ IFO. #2, Fi diachrtnt 
ao = ZI0, Los Angéles a 
Lo a Dists 18, Maywood. 


ath” partLoula’ ‘peferend 


: 3 WEINBAUM, . he: ‘station that hé: last ‘sant 
bn, ih dune of 79800" at“which tines S 


VETNBAUS Was. still _cotepeleniy 


7 ~ RosANoRr: ‘stated pet nis reeollection. OF the. actual monbiess of ‘the 
gecbion, in addition to SEINBAGM, was. uiclears but thet He ‘definitely had. 
no recoliéetion ‘of TSIEN, arid that he. ‘thought: that hh oud: in. aby probability: 


“Taxes ey ROSANCEF stoted: that “during” the poriod- hate ne 5 aslo, 2 
_. Was identified wth the Communist Party, he. wis quite close to WEINBAUM . 
_ and felt ‘that he was fairly: corversant ‘with the complement of’ AIEINBAUIS 
“ girolé. of frietds. ‘He stated: that ‘to the best of his ‘knowledge, b 
“served no contact between | the > “subject or WEINBAUM prior & 
when hes Apeeenie left. the ganas He stated, “however 


Foruair advised: that he;-togeth with’ ‘several “other ‘gradus . 
at’ Cal: Tech, among whom was ‘the subjects iin the middle 1930's “gtanbed oh an 
-experimental research in the field. of rocket. prepulsions. During ‘the time 
that -this initial research * in protess,” TS. 

‘of aeronanbicse Because: of.’ 
‘oLLowed; this group ws 
tahybody ‘Pho would. offer ite t 
agquainted, with WEDBAUM,- arhoge Se: tees, Were, ‘used. ‘in ic ot 
nathenatical’ problens ‘which arose in. connection With the research. ~ 

bed - that as a result of this cotnections | he ‘mew both WEINBAUM "and the 


complexion of: a Coniand of: mestings. ; ‘ORMAN xelates ‘shat: tor. sotie: areca 
* reason, this meeting” ata: not develop, at and the- evening’ was:: spent dig soot 
activity. . . 7" : : 


. “FORMAN seid that pecause of big ather. éoze association with : 
WEINBAUM, he thought he ime hin feirly. well during. the. period. up to about -* 


“19894 He stated, however’, that his recollection of TSIEN. mostly dealt with 


scientific discussione, and “that “he xecalied thet. SESTEN was rather ® ‘tactturn 
and selden. discussed ‘anything ‘bu chentiric problems* on Which: they . 
were ‘working. He. stated that be echiled. no instances that TSIEN eve 

y indicated. any ‘pro-Comuinist™ sympathies ,: ‘nor, does ‘he’ recel1 any Indication’ 
that. subject was in.any wey identified with the Communist Party group then 
in existence on the campus, although che, FORMAN, Imew of the. existence, or: 
such @ elu and of | MBINBAUMES jakticipation: ‘therein an 


” on, March. 8, "4950; the ur ite a Special ‘Agent HOWARD: B. 
‘Tuterviewea NATHAIM@ISEN at’ the’Los Angelés _ ortice, - During 
‘this ‘auxterview,. EISEN admitted: menibership 
Communist Party ab: Pasadena, ‘during the 
. ject, he “state that during the ‘period * 
which terminated ‘dtaring. 1937; that. Ke 
Subject, “He stated 


ue ‘meas of, “pnkkniowmn reliability, was’ 5 intepwiewed, ‘on February: 28, 1950, . 

at. which time she. advised that’ she has been abtemiting: to observe the cur- 
“vent aGtivities 6f the stib ject » both on and off the campus, “and that to 
the best of her knowledge, the subject spends. ‘long hours ‘in ‘the Gugenhetn “ 
‘Aeronautical ‘Leboratory onthe caiapus. . This sourcé, has also’ been able to 
indirectly « observe the. soci tivities of" the: subject, ‘and. she ‘advises . 
-that-when | not’ working. vat, ‘the: campus jcbhe sabject “spends most’ of his time. 
“et hoitd in Altedend: “She advis ed! thet he entertedts and. is entertained 
infrequently. 


* mad, a relia : safounant: ‘aay. ead on) intervie on Haven’ 20, i950, : : 
that he has attempted, 41 ‘Gugh. sources. “available ‘to him in the Chinese. . 
ote to learn af ‘informaticn das aveileble * 


“ab tos les, Galiforaia a 


“of cer in ONE. 


SAC, Los Angeles : ; ; "May 2%, 1950 


Director, FBI 


DR, HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, -wa 
ESPIONAGE ~ R 


“os tngeles File(s 


. Purauant to your request, you are authorized to interview 
captioned gubject. . 


RECORDED [\——}-j B 


ac itis . 


STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


FROM ;: SAC, Los Angeles HERE! 


i. ms ESPIONAGE _- R 
{ Bufile 


. DATEdlaviqe BYSE, 
SUBJECT: or. “asus Suan “hsren, rea x: BY SPQ AILS | 


Office Whernor Medi ¢ UNITED ae GOVERNMENT 
so + Dizector, sur ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEDP“"?* arch 30, 2950 


N IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent ARTHUR C,. WITTEN- 
BURG, Los Angeles, dated March 30, 1950, in the above-captioned matter, which 
is being forwarded as an enclosure herewith. 


Reference to previous report and commumications in this case will 
reflect that investigation was instituted when a scientist connected with the 


det Propulsion Laboratory of the 


California Institute of Technology came to 


this office stating thet he had reservations about the loyalty of some of 
the past and present employees of the laboratory. 


‘sons, -In the first instance, he 


tions about one SIDNEY WEINBAUM, 


.Were friendly. Additionally, he 


With particular reference to the subject of this case, he stated 
that he believed that ie subject was possibly pro-Commumnist for several rea- 


stated that he, the informant, had reserva- 
who was then currently employed as a scientist 


at the leboratory, and that he noted that the subject in this case and WEINBAUM 


stated that TSIEN had been friendly with 


another Chinese scientist who had been at the leboratory whose name was W. Z. 


CHIEN. With regard to this latter individual, he stated that he believed 


*) him to be a Chinese Communist, and thet he had, in fact, returned to China 
to fight for the Communist forces there. . 


A review of the files of this office, made after \the receipt of the 
aforementioned information from the informant, indicate: 
advised that the subject, using the Party alias JORN W. 


Re DECKER 
meniber of Professional Unit Number 122 of the Communist Party et Pasadena dur- 


ing the year 1939. 


In connection with the investigation conducted in this case, together 
with thet conducted with reference to SIDNEY WEINBAUM, six members of the Profes- 
sional Unit Number 122 of the Commmist Party during the year 1939 have been 
interviewed, It will be noted that all of these individuals have admitted their 


own Communist Party menbership, b 
as to whether the subject of this 


be factual, it is felt thet his i 
correct, but that quite possibiy 


rat there appears to be considerable disagreement 
case was also a member of the same section. 


Tnasmuch as the information which has been provided py ____sithas proved to 


nformation in this regard is in all probability 
the activities of the subject in this case in 


the Section was so limited thet most of the members interviewed do not recall 


him as being a member. Of those 


interviewed, only one, LOUIS y had any 


distinct recollection of ite Sebjeg*'s having been in attendehce at a meeting. 
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Investigation in this case has likewise disclosed that. there appears 
to be @ continuing friendship between TSIEN and WEINBAUM, and that this friend- 
ship has continued up to the present time. Tt will be recalled that WEINBAUM | 
has been named by all members of the Section interviewed as being the . 
unquestioned leader of the group, and they have likewise stated that he was - 
so outspoken in his beliefs that his reputation at.Cal Tech generally was 
that he was very pro-~Communist and was believed by themto be known by many - 
people, not members of the Section, that He was, in- fact », & card-carrying 
member thereof. noes tt ee . 

. Since TSIEN end WEINBAUM have remained in contect » it has been noted 
by confidential informants that he has become conversant with the "clearance 
difficulty" experienced by WEINBAUM-which resulted in his termination at the 
det Propulsion Laboratory. ao . 


Information has also been previously recorded that at. the time WEIN- 

BAUM was hired at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 1946 , his position was : 

actually arranged by TSIEN. Likewise, informants and individuals interviewed 

have stated that it is quite common knowledge that WEINBAUM and. TSIEW have. 

‘been close personal friends of long standing, and it is for this reason that 

TSIEN continues to associate with WEINBAUM, -even. though he realizes he may 

thereby bring suspicion upon himself. - These same individueld likewise point 

out that it is logical to assume that TSIEN, by reason of this close association 
-/ with WEINBAUM, must-have known at least thet he was very pro-Communist. in 

his belief, and that in spite of this knowledge, he arranged WEINBAUM's employ- - 

ment.on e classified project engaged in scientific military research. a 


JOHN BERGNER, Provost Marshal of the Air Material Command, Los Angeles, 
recently advised an agent of this office that the matter of TSIEN's clearance 
for access to classified information is presently under consideration, and 
that they. are in possession of the results of the Bureau's investigation in 
this matter, which-have been disseminated to them through the usual channels. 


Your attention is likewise directed to the fact that this and other 
offices recently conducted a Loyalty of Government Employees investigation with 
regard to the subject of this, case, in that he is presently employed asa 
consultent by the Neval Ordnance Laboratory at White Oak, Maryland. 


Tt is the suggestion of this office that the Bureau give consideration 
_&t this time to the granting of ‘permission to interview the subject of this 
case. . o . soot 


"Investigation thus far, as-has been pointed out, has failed to establish 
eny recent pro-Communist activity on-the part of the subject, with the possible 


~2- 


exception of his association with WEINBAUM. Ag has been pointed out, -es-— 
o—some-extent, it is believed, that this association continues 


by reason of Long-time personal friendship. 


As has bee} i wt previously in reports of this case, membershiP- 
records provided by| are doubtless accurate to the extent at least BID 
that the subject was issued a Communist Party card during 1939; however, it 
will be recalled that information obtained from other members of the same Sec- 
tion reflects that they either had no knowledge of the subject or that they © 
recallediis: activity as being quite limited. Likewise, individuals interviewed 
have stated that the subject is very aloof and taciturn, and it appears very 
doubtful that he would make any expression of any pro-Communist sympathies , 
if they were present at this time,.in that he realizes that to do so would 
seriously jeopardize his chances for being cleared for work on classified 
projects. 


It is appreciated likewise that there is not much of a "lever" 
present which could be used in interviewing the subject, but the thought is 
expressed thet he might possibly be willing to talk in that he would doubtless 
realize that his refusal to do so would in effect cause him to be suspected 
of being presently pro-Communist. : : . . 


The additional thought is advanced that in the event subject would 
admit to his own Communist Party membership and that_of SIDNEY WEINBAUM, that 
his admission thereto and imowledge of membership of WEINBAUM in the Party 
might be most helpful in developing competent testimony to prove that in 
fact WEINBAUM has been a member of the Communist. Party, 


In view of the reasons outlined in the foregoing, it is my desire that 
. you give consideration to the granting of permission for agents of my office 
to interview the subject of this case in the near future. It appears that there 
is at least some likelihood that valueble information could: be obtained from 
him, and further, it appears that an interview with him-at this time would not 
jeopardize the current investigetion of any cases,including that of SIDNEY WEINBAUM. 


This case will receive continuing attention by agents of this office, 
and no steps will be taken or overtures made toward interview with the sub ject 
until your. desires have been made know to me. . 


SAC ’ “Los ‘Angeles 
‘ Director, BL 
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Re report of SA RrewaaD Ki. SCHUAR, Los ee dated Januecy 205 


This report reflected the recults of inveatdgabion, comiueted ‘by 
this office in the above-caplioned Loyalty of Governnon’ Employees CASE. 


Pertinent portions of this report are being incorporated in an invest tigabive 


report being written unier tas second caption, Safey Lhe current ssplonage 
investigation being conducted by this offices 


_ Ibis requested that the Bureau in the first captionsd yatter | 
raview ita filss to determine if, ag a result of invertigation conducted 


-, by affices otter. than Los Angeles, any information wes gained which might 


-* be of value in the current- pees! being conducted! ics an espionage 


sOapiton in this. Offices. 


Tn “the event auth ‘aeons tian of gine 35 founds it is eee 


thes. 18 be wade avallable to this office for pes esies an fuinire ee : 


be telah ee any ea! Gs ee. bs 
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February 7, 1980 


” ORIGINAL cur mb 


To: ’ Director of Intelligence 
General Staff 
Department of the Ary 
The Pentagon ° 
Washington, D. Gs 


Attention: thief, seourity ‘and gratning oxtip 
From: John ydgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: DR. HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, cos, = 
John NM. Decker’ ~ 5 3 
ESPIONAGE.- Ro a 


Reference is made to your memorandum dated April 1h, 1950, 
which requested advice as to whether or not action taken by the Army 
Navy-Air Force Personnel Security Board in regard to captioned 1 indi vidua, 
=e jeopardize any investigation presently being conducteds : 


‘ Action taken by the Army-Nevy-2ir Force “Personnel cacdel oy 

. Board in vegard to Dr. Hsue-Shen Tsien will. not interfere with our 
current investigations. Hoxever; in any use made of the material « 

. previcusly furnished you, ‘regarding hin, it is requested that no 


mention be nade of the fact that the information vas furmished. by 
this Bureau. ‘ : 


manne ie 
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Offic Memodum * UNITED smites GOVERNMENT 


TO : A. H. Belm . DATE: May 26, 1950 


Ar, Toleon, 
urs Clos 


FROM : 6. B. Hennrdi 


cvasecr: or, Gsos-Sraw"fszeu, ve ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
BOPTONAGE ~ R HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
Purposes DATEYul4y BY S@cLe/ com 


To secure your authority to interview captioned scientist who 
is a Professor of Aeronautics at the California Institute of Technology 
and Consultant to the Jet Propulsion Laboratory of that university, 
which engages in highly classified rocket research, 


Peaadaediddas 


Background: 


Tavestigation of subject was begun in February, 1949, when a 

scientist connected withthe Jet Propulsion Laboratory ab Cal-Tech advised 

the Los Angeles Office that he had reservations concerning the loyalty of 

the subject and several other employees of the Laboratory. The loyalty 

‘of the subject was questioned primarily because of his association with 

Sidney Weinbaun, whom the complainant described as an outspoken pro-Communist 

individual. 

. b7D 
The’ Los Angeles files checked as a result_of the above revealed that 


subject, Woinb ted -by[_ 


Investigation of Weinbaum, which was also begun in February, 1949, 
established his membership in the Communist Party; primarily from the 


" statements of six Communists who have identified him as the leader of the 


Communist Party unit which existed in 1939. As a resalt of our investigation, 
Weinbaum was denied access to classified information and his case is now 
being considered by the Department or prosecution for perjury. 


The same six ex-Communists have been unable to verify the member- j 
ship of Tsien, Only one recalls his attendance at a Communist Party meeting Pye 
in 1939. Investigation has established, however, that Tsients friendship ue 
with Weinbaum dates back to 1939 and they continue as close friends to 
in spite of Weinbaum's clearance difficulties, which are known to TsielH? 
Investigation has determined that Tsien actually arranged Weinbaum's being 
hired at the JPL. Informants are of the opinion that Tsien must have known 
the pro-Communist feelings of Weinbaum at that time. 


‘A loyalty investigation of Tsien was recently conducted due to his 


, employment as a part-time consultant-at the Naval Ordnance Plant, White Oak, 


Maryland. This furnished no additional pertinent information. 


ee, 
"7 Repast50 


The Army-Navy-Air Force-Personnel Security Board is presently 
reconsidering the question of subject's clearance for accesa to classified 
information. . 


The Los Angeles Office has requested authority to interview Tsien 
concerning his own past Communist Party membership, and has pointed out 
that in the event he was cooperative, additional evidence to prove a 
perjury violation against Weinbaumy would be secured. It is pointed out 
that subject is not yet a citizen and this may assist in gaining his 
cooperation. 


Recommendation: 


That Los Angeles be authorized to interview subject. If you 
agree, there is attached a letter to the Los Angeles Office furnishing 


necessary authority. . 
pel 
: ¢ 
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Osu Lous ts1EN, WASe oe i — SEVENTEEN LASTs 
INTERVIEWED JUNE NINETEEN LAST BY AGENTS« STATES THAT HE HAD No. 
KNOWLEDGE OF POSSIBLE DENIAL OF CLEARANCE BY MILITARY putwORITIES: ; 
BUT THAT AFTER INTERVIEW BY AGENTS WENT TO DR» FRED LINVALL » CHAIR 
MAN OF HIS DEPARTMENT 9 AND OFFERED TO TENDER HIS RESIGNATION 
THAT HE, WAS PROMPTED TO DO SO ON THEORY THAT QUOTE HE WAS GUES' 
THE HOUSE IN THAT HE WAS NoT A CITIZEN OF U.Se AND SINCE “CLOUD pF ( : 
SUSPICION HAD FALLEN UPON HIM, HE THOUGHT THAT THE gENTLEMANLY (FRING. 
To DO WAS FOR THE GUEST TO DEPART END QUOTE. IN COURSE OF INTERVIR | 
TSIEN AGAIN FLATLY DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE AS TO HOW HIS NAME AND -Abras 4 
ATTRIBUTED TO HIM COULD HAVE APPEARED ON CP RECORDS« SUBJECT 
HE WAS VELL AWARE OF THE qHEORIES F COMMUNISM BEFORE HIS ENTR 
UeSe FROM CHINA. LISTED HIS CLOSEST ASSOC ATES IN THIRTY NINE h 
FRANKYSIALINA, 1 MARTINESUMMERF IELDs AND evens STATED hE NEVE] 
WAS QUOTE DIRECTLY END QUOTE SOLICITED {TO MEMBERSHIP IN cP OR aye 


STUDY GROUP END QUOTE, BUT IN i iC Hy, TM 


BEEN RECEIVED, IT WOULD HAVE CO ae HOM TH FNAL 
‘ho 


09 Hn OT. 
MORE THAN THE AVERAGE STUDENTS INTEREST 
SUBSECT? AS, RESULT OF THIS ASSOCIATION » SUBSCRIBED To AND READ BROPLES 
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PAGE TWO 
WORLD. COULD NOT RECALL WHO SOLICITED SUBSCRIPTION. SAID HIS INTEREST 
WAS BASED ON PAPER-S SYMPATHETIC POSITION TOWARD CHINA WHICH HE DID 
NOT FIND IN OTHER PRESS. HE RECALLED THAT DURING THIRTY NINE PARTI~ 
CULARLY WEINBAUM AND OTHER TWO WERE DEFINITELY INTERESTED IN LOYALIST 
CAUSE IN SPAIN. SUBJECT-S ENTIRE POSITION AS SUMMED UP BY HIM SEEMS 
TO BE THAT UNLESS HE WERE IN POSSESSION OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE, HE 
COULD NOT MAKE ANY DEFINITE ASSERTIONS AS TO, THE PARTICIPATION OF HIS 
ABOVE NAMED ASSOCIATES IN CP ACTIVITIES. SUBJECT MAINTAINS HE HAS 
NOTHING FURTHER TO SAY ON SUBJECT, BUT IS WILLING To BE INTERVIEWED 
AGAIN, 
, HOOD 
END 
LA R 10 WA HK 
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FBI, LOS ANCELES 6-17-50 7-25 PM Pp Mis Gone —- 
DIRECTOR a URGENT’. ; , 


DR, “isuesisen stem, ESPIONAGE- R, REURTEL JUNE SIXTEEN LAST, 
SUBJECT WAS INTERVIEyED JUNE SIX LAST. SUBJECT DENIED THAT HE HAD 
EVER BEEN MEMBER OF CP anp HAD NO EXPLANATION as TO vow HIS NAME 
TOGETHER WITH PARTY ALIAS OF Jonny U."DECKER COULD HAVE APPEARED ON PARTY 
RECORDS. DENIED HE HAD EVER KNOWN OF ANY €P ACTIVITY AT. caL TECH OBR ° 
PASADENA DURING PERTINENT PERIOD, SUBJECT STATES HE was INSTRUMENTAL 

IN SECURING EMPLoyyENT FOR EY i fEinpaun AT JET PROPULSION LAB IN. 

NINETEEN Forty rx, STATES aT Tdat TIME HAD NO RESERVATIONS ABOUT 
VEINBAUN-$ LOYALTY Basen ON HIS KNOWLEDGE OF HIM OVER PERIOD OF YEARS, 
STATES HE Now Hag RESERVATIONS CONCERNING WEINBAUM-S LOYALTY BECAUSE {| oe 
‘RE KNOWS OF WEINBAUN-g RECENT CLEARANCE DIFFICULTY. STATES ur STILL 
DOES NOT HAVE DIRECT’ KNOWLEDGE THAT WEINBAUN May HAVE ‘BEEN IMPLICATED = 
IN CP activity, TODAY SUBJECT was TEEPE i ; 
QUESTIONED AS TO WHETHER HE WISHED, iro Peconnes ‘eden | A 
HAD NOTHING FURTHER To SAY AND rune #48 - “Box remT: sOURISHAvE TO staNip 

AS GIVEN, SUBJECT ADVISED tTHaT HIS RESIGNATION FROM cAL TECH IS UN- 


OFFICIAE, SOU B HE mead, SCUSsED MATTER WITH DR, FRED LINDVALL, 
END PAGE ONEs cee eee ‘ : : wood 


sen COPIES DastRoyen ; “vt | 
_ 886 nov 14 i969 


PAGE TWOsacecevens 

CHAIRMAN OF DIVISION, BUT HAS RECEIVED NO ANSWER. SAYS THAT. HE FEELS 

THAT RESIGNATION AND RETURN TO CHINA HIS ONLY AVENUE LEFT. ON JUNE 

FOURTEEN LAST PROVOST MARSHALL, AIR MATERIAL COMMAND HERE ADVISED HE 

HAD LEARNED FROM NAVY SOURCE THAT SUBJECT HAD BEEN DENIED ACCESS 

TO CLASSIFIED MATERIAL. SUBJECT STATED.AT CONCLUSION THAT HE WOULD LIKE 

_ TO BISCUSS WITH AGENTS HIS THOUGHTS WITH REGARD TO HIS RESIGNATION. 
TENTATIVE APPOINTMENT HAS BEEN MADE FOR MONDAY AM NEXT. WILL ADVISE 
RESULTS INTERVIEW. ; , 


. HOOD 
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Office fam * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: A Helnont DATE: June 19, 1950 “ ’ 
~ . i, Tolson, . 
FROM : B “ oe s ie Chee 
- ie 
SUBJECT: Ferma es ras Gate E 
INTERNAL SECURITY ee 
; i: 
: i 
f Lieutenant Colonel David Be Borden, dre, of OST, telephonically - a — 
e advised Special Agent 0. H. Bartlett on June 16, 1950, that the above Hreclesege 
individual, a non-quota immigrant employed at California Technical Mies dandy. 


Institute, Pasadena, California, recently resigned his position for the A 
purpose of returning to China. Colonel Borden advised that the subject. yw 
was associated with Weinbaun and in view of this desired to notify the Bureau. 


The above facts were telephonically furnished “to Supervisor Kolar of 
the Espionage Section immediately upon receipt of the information by Special 


Agent Bartlett, ALI INFORMATION CONTAINED . LR 
ACTION : HEREN: i$ UR Ch. ASSIFIED Se * i 
DATE Yeni? BYSRacici ee 
It is recommended S$ Memorandum be forwarded to Supervisor Kolar 


in the Espionage Section for his information. 
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NOTE: Special’ Agint Bartlett, ‘of the: Liaison section, # i Pine Bin ee 
advised that an OSI ‘representative had telephonically furnished him the above : 
information. He stated thet no further information was availeble to OSI. 
“Subject is scientist, | employed at the Jet Propulsion. Laboratory of Caltech, . 
to. reliable informant, was @ Communist Party menber in 1937 
with Sidney's ieinbaum. Subject is still a close associate of Weinbatm. Inves- 
+ tigation nas failed.to éstablish espionage. activities or additional: evidence: | 
of Communist Party membership. ° Tos ' iArigeles" has been ‘authorized. to interview 


supject: regarding past . Commumist. ‘Party: membership: on his 5 ‘and: on oe part * 
oF Welabaun, who: was arrested toe ay for ‘Perjury. 
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0 usurMsnenrsren, ESP. Re REBUTEL TWENTY EIGHT. SUBJECT as 
ADVISED OF DENIAL OF CLEARANCE TO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION BY NAVY 


ne 


JUNE TWENTIETH. CALTECH OFFICIALS ADVISE THEY ARE INITIATING APPEAL 
~via: 


IN SUBJECTS BEHALF. IT APPEARS UNLIKELY IN VIEW OF THIS THAT 


SUBJECT IS ACTUALLY RESIGNING. APPEARS MERELY "GESTURE" | ON HIS 
PART. ONI STATEMENT RE EMBARRASSMENT PROBABLY MEANS SUBJECT 
PERSONALLY BECAME EMBARRASSED UPON LEARNING OF INVESTIGATION 

‘om 


RATHER THAN THAT HE WAS EMBARRASSED a 
DETAILING RESULTS OF INTERVIEW IN er 
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Office Memorandum © usiren srarns GOVERNMENT 


TO: WR. A. Hy BEENONT “DATE: Jute 275 1950 ae. sone : 
welt ee Bae 

FROM i; v. Py KEAY ne Ga 

sonqect: @ on eaen Rather ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 7 oe 


RET Io FD ; 
sspronace -p HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED if) = 2 
DATEYeu/2e BYSPacte/s “FH ~/ Sere 
f > ie ____— 
Admiral Carl Espe, Deputy Director of ONT, has advised the - 
Liaison Section that the above~captioned subject has resigned his . a 
position at the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, Californias . - _ 
Admiral Espe indicated that the reason for subject's resignation was given 
as “embarrassment caused by investigation on the part of the FBI. 


ACTION: 


It is suggested that this memorandum be forwarded to the Espionage 


Section for the attention of Supervisor Kolar. XG 


- a ‘ c ; 

yt oh A 

CDDslae . ‘ re Now 
ADDENDUM (W?AK/elwr) “4 ¥ 


Subject.is a-scientist, employed’ at the ‘Jet Propuls%n Laboratory of 
Caltech, and according to’a reliable informant, was a Communist Party member in 
1937 with Sidney Weinbaum. Subject is still a closé@ associate of Weinbaum. 
Investigation has failed’ to establish espionage acti jas or additin 
of Communist Party membership. : 


. . REC ; 
Los Angeles recently HHCORDED. « 1385 et Bt'which-jime he deQys 
past or present membership and claimed’ he waa unaware of Aoknbaun's past Ig 
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PURPOSE, 


To advise that Admiral Carl Espe, Deputy Director of ONT, cod acted apr 7,| 
the Iiaigon Section on June 27, 1950, and stated that the akove~captioned THe 


individual has resigned his position at the California Institute of joued ft 
Pasadena, California. “Admiral Espe indicated that the reason for subject's 
6 Bass was given as “embarrassment caused by investigation on the part Neh 


To 


There follows a summary of information_concerning subject atid the 
Circuistances surrounding his. resignation-as-reported~bythe.Igs, Angeles Office. 
Tounstances surrowmesn: nee! 


4 BACKGROUND 


Birth and Citizenship 
Subject was born at Shanghai,-China, on September 2, 1909. He is a vA 
citizen of the Chinese Republic. Subject has resided in the United States 
since September 3, 1935, except for brief periods. On January 14, 1949, he 
filed an "application for certificate of arrival and preliminary form 
declaration of intention to become a U. 5S. citizen." (221-21450-4,9,) 


Education and Employment 


Subject was educated at Chia~Tung University, Shanghai, China, 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and the California Institute of Wiser 
Technology. He received his Ph. D. from the latter institution in 1939. _ L 


From 1938 to 1943, subject was employed as a Research Fellow in 
Aeronaubics at the California Institute of Technology. From 1943 to 1946, 
he occupied the following positions at that school; Assistant Professor of 
- Aeronaubies, Associate Professor of Aeronaubics, and Chief of Research Analysis 
Section, Jet Propulsion Laboratory. From 1946 to 1949, subject was employed 
a8 a Professor at M.I.T. In the early part of 1949, he was appointed head b3 
of the Goddard Foundation for Advanced Research in the field of Jet Propulsion 
and emsultant for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory at Caltech. fhe Jet Propulsion buE 
- Laboratory is engaged in highly secret rege: for the Armed Forces, He 
assumed this employment in July, 1949. a 3 


\ 
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BUREAU INVESTIGATTON 


Basis 


Investigation of the subject was begun in May, 1949, on the basis 
of his employment on classified Government research and information-in the b7D 
files of the Los Angeles Office. These files revedled that in late 1938, 
subject joined Professional Section Number 122 of the Commmist Party in 
Pasadena, Califomia. He was assigned the Party nane, Join M. Decker and 


1939 Commmist Party memb 1004. This information was 
fumished Los Angeles by| a reliable informant who copied é 
the data from the original Commmist Party records. It will be noted that J 


this informant also furnished the names and membership récords of approximately 
15 other members of the Professional Section, including that of Frank 
Oppenheimer and Sidney Weinbaum. Approximately 7 of the individuals whose 
names were furnished by the informant have admitted their past membership 

on interview and are to be witnesses against Sidney Weinbaun vho was recently 
indicted for perjury and fraud against the Government. 


Additional basis for investigation of subject was a report received 
in February, 1949, from an employee of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory ihich 
stated that the employee had reservations concerning the loyalty of a group 
of scientists comected with the Laboratory. It was stated that Sidney Weinbaum 
headed this group, and that the subject who was also an employee of the 
laboratory was a close social acquaintance of Weinbaum's. ‘This report furnished 
no specific information concerning the individuals named. 


Results 


. The investigation of subject which began in May, 1949, has consisted 
primarily of interviews with those former members of the Commmist Party. who 
have admitted their past membership and are to testify against Weinbaum at his 
coming trial. The following evidence of subject's past Communist Party 
nembership and sympathies has been obtained in addition to that hereinbefore 
set out. 


1. Gustav Albrecht admitted his own membership in the Commmist 
Party in 1939, and stated that he had observed the subject at enough meetings 
to make it clearly apparent that the subject Imew of the rabid pro-Communist 


@ ChAT © 


b3 
sympathies of Weinbaun. Albrecht. also stated that he felt such attendance DIE 
made the subject pro~Communist in 1939, At a later date, Albrecht retracted 
the information concerning the subject stating that he must have been 
miguaderstood. [ BS) 
b3 
2 Louis Berkus, another admitted member, advised on interview DIE 


“October 26, 1949, that he remembered subject in attendance at meetings which 
he believed to be regularily convened meetings of the Communist Party.[ 12) 


were reviewed and revealed a report from a reliable informant now deceased that 

HS. Tsien in 1942, attended Commmist Party meetings in Pasadena, and was a 

Commmist. These files also revealed that the above name appeared on the 

ose et of the "Peoples World" the west coast Communist newspaper. b3 
13) bIE 


3e In January, 1950, the files of the Ith Naval District (Los Angeles) / 


4.. Investigation has revealed that subject in 1946 was instrumental 
in bringing Weinbaum into the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Subject has continued 
in close social contact with Weinbaum, in spite of his Imowledge of the clearance 
i difficulties on the part of Weinbaum. , 


TNTERVIEW OF SUBJECT AND RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


On May 25, 1950, Ios Angeles was authorized to interview subject in 
an effort to secure an admission of his om Commmist Party membership and 
activities, as woll as that of Weinbaum, whose case had been ordered presented 
to the United States Attorney at Log Angeles for prosecution for perjury. 
It was believed that subjectsbeing an alien would assist in securing. his cooperation. 


On June 16, 1950, the date that Weinbaun was arrested, the Liaison 
Section advised that a representative of OSI had—telephonically informed the 
Bureau that subject had resigned from Caltech and was leaving for China. OSI 
could furnish no further information regarding this. On the same date, the . 
los Angeles Office was advised by beletype to submit the facts surrounding 
this resignation, to A 


@ CONFER: 


By teletype dated Jme 17, 1950, Los Angeles advised that subject 
had been interviewed on June 6, 1950, at which time he denied that he had 
ever been a member of the Commmist Party. Subject had no explanation as to 
how his name could have appeared on Party records. He denied ever knowing 
of Commnist Party activity at Caltech during the perbinent peried. He stated 
he had no reservations concerning Weinbaum's loyalty in 1946 when he was 
instrumental in securing employment for Weinbaum at the Jet Propulsion 
Taboratory. Subject advised that he now had reservations due to the recent 
clearance difficulties on Weinbaum's part. The same teletype advised that 
the matter of the subject's resignation wag discussed with him on June 17, 
1949, at which time he stated this resignation was mofficial and that he 
felt resignation and return to China was the only avenue left to him. He 
expressed a desire to further discuss the matter of his resignation. In 
the same commmication, Los dngéles advised that on June 14, 1949, OST 
infomed that office that subject had been denied access to classified 
material, According to OSI, this information came from a Navy source. 


Subject was again interviewed by Los Angeles on dune 19, 1950, 
in accordance with his desire to discuss his resignation. Los Angeles 
advised that as a result of this interview the subject on Jme 6, 1950, 
after being originally interviewed by the Bureau, went to Dr. Fred Linvall, 
Chairman of his Hivision at Caltech, and offered to tender his resignation. 
Subject stated that he was prompted to do so on the theory that ‘he was a 
guest in the house in that he was not a citizen of the United States. and since 
a cloud of suspicion had fallen on him he thought the gentlemanly thing to go 
was for the guest to depart." At this interview, subject again denied 
membership in the Commmist Party and stated he was well aware of the theories 
of Commmism béfore he entered into the United States in 1935. He listed his 
Coummist associates in 1939 as Frank Malina, Martin Summerfield and Sidney 
Weinbam. He stated that he was never directly solicited to membership in 
the Commmist Party or any study group, but that in the event “such indirect 
solicitation had been received it would have come from the three named associates, 
as, according to subject, all three had more than the average students interest 
and imowledge of Commmism. (Reliable informants have advised that the three 
individuals named are all former Commmist Party members.) Subject stated that 
as @ result of his association with the above-named individuals he subscribed to 
and read the "Peoples World." His interést in this paper was based on its 
sympathetic position toward China, which he did not find in other press. 
Subject indicated that he was willing to be further interviewed by the Bureau, 


On June 28, 1950, los Angeles was advised of the information 
furnished by Admiral Espe. Los Angeles was instructed to have no further 
contact with subject and to furnish any information pertaining to subject's 
resignation which has not been forwarded to the Bureau. 


LOYALTY INVESTIGATION 


By letter dated November 28, 1949, a loyalty investigation of subject 
was instituted on the basis of a report from CSC that subject had been appointed 
as a consultant with the Naval Ordnance laboratory and CSC files contained a 
Mar Department report alleging that subject in 1942 was reported as either 
a Commmist Party member or direct sympathizer. With the exception of that 
information already set out, no derogatory information was obtained in the 
course of the loyalty investigation. . 


ACTION 


None. This is for your information. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : 
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ge Individuals who knew members of original rocket research 
group, of which subject was a member, say they knew of no" 
cn a4 Communist Party sympathiés or activities of subject during 
6 é Vy 1937-1940. DOUGH, MARLOW, who was solicited to Commmist, 
) Party membership dur in, 1937, does not know subject. In- ] 
& A , formant states subject has tendered resignation to California 
§ B?. Pe c Institute of Technology and may bo roturning to China, 


CO ¢ f Subject was interviewed June 6 and 20, 1950. Details of 
wi 
A 


interviews, together with subject's statoments regarding 
e gosignation, set forth, On June 20 subject received notice 
yeof "denial of consent." Caltech officials initiated app 
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te 4s has previously becn reported in this cael’ the subject wes ae 


jated with certain other individuals who pioneered the research in the 
development of rockets on tho vampus of the California Institute of fochnology 
(veforred to hercinafter as Caltech) during the approximate period 1938 through 
19,0. As has likewise - been roported, this group, which worked on this 
5inee rocket research, was rather close-knit ond they spent considcrabic 

\ ie together in connection with both their “Koscarch and social activities. 


it Co The following individuals who were close to this original rocket 7] 
4 dS + pesoareh wore intorviewed by the reporting agent in an attempt to learn from 
Nhe thom any knowledge they might have concerning Commumist Party sympathies or f | 


activitios on the part of the subject and whether other mombers of this group 
were cither Gommupist sympathizers or Communist Party members. 
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On May 2, 1950, Dr, WILLIAM BOLLAY, head of tho Elcotronics Division 
of North Amorican Aviation, Inc. at Downey, California, was interviewed by the 
reporting agent. He said that tho rocket research roforrod to hereinaftor 
actually stommod from a paper that he (BOLLAY) had writton in about 1937. 

He said that mombors of this rocket rescarch group ovinced an interest in 
the theories that he had outlined and actively took up further rescarch in 
tho mattor. Ho stated that at about this time he left the Caltech campus 
upon completion of his studios and spent the next several years at Harvard 
University, and as & result he lost all personal contact with this group. 
Ho advised that during the timo he first knew these individuals, nothing 
camo to his attowtion which would cause him to believo thet any of thoac 
engaged in this rescarch were either members of the Communist Party or in 
sympathy with the idoologies of Communism. 


On May 3, 1950, A. M. 0. SMITH wos interviewed by the reporting agont 
at his office ot Douglas Aircraft Company, El Segundo, California, whero he is 
employed as an clestronics engineer, SMITH said that he actually took up the 
work of rocket research where BOLLAY left off and that he pursued it for 
approximately ome year during 1938, but thet at thot timo he left the campus 
and lost track of the research as such. He said that it was just after his 
leaving that the rockot research group, which included the subject, actively 

| took over in this type of research. SMITH stated that during this poriod ho~ 

was fairly woll acquainted with the members of this group, including the subject, 

but ho never heard anything which caused him to believe thet the subject or any 
other members of the group wero members of the Communist Party or were sympa- 
thetic to Communist ideology. 


on May 5, 1950, DAVID R. YOUNG was interviewed by tho reporting agent 
at tho office of the Aorojet Engineering Company in Azusa, California, where 
ho is employed as a resoarch engineer. At the timo of this. interviow, YOUNG 
stated that although not actually a momber of the research group which in- 
cluded the subject, he was fairly conversant with their activitics in a 
soiontific way, He said that he was rathor closo to this group in the oarly 
days of their roscaroh ond continued this association after their offorts had 
mot with success, and ~ the Jet Propulsion Laboratory at Caltech and tho 
Aerojet Engineering Company were founded. YOUNG said that he had no social 
contact with these individuals, but that, based on his association with them 
ina scientific way, he had nover gainod the impression that they were any~ 
thing but loyal to the United States. 


On the samo date, WILLIAM C. HOUSE, who is likowise an enginecr at 
Acrojot, was interviewed by the roporting agent. HOUSE stated that he was 
fomiliar with the activitios of tho subject and the resoarch group from the 
period of about 1910 onward; thet actually he was associated with this group 
for only a short time, in thot early in the war ho left to accept a Naval 
commission. He stated that he had never had any reason to boliove that the 
subject over exhibited any pro-Communist sympathics, and that so far as he 
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knew, basod on porsonal observation, none of the other members of the group 
wore so disposed, HOUSE stated that during his tour of duty in the Navy he 
heard cortain information which indicated that these individuals and the 
subjoet might be members of the Communist Party or ot least sympathizers 
therewith, Ho said that this informotion was recoived by him in connection 
with his official duties, but thet he has never made any disclosure thorcof 
to anyono, He stated thot upon learning of these facts he adopted a more 
critical attitude toward the subject and carefully watched for any possible 
oxpressions on his part which would indicate pro-Commumist sympathies. He 
said that since his return from tho service he has met with the subject 
periodically in scientific conferences, but that he has nevor noted anything 
which would indicate that subject expressed any pro-Comnunist belicf's or 
sympathics, 


On May 16, 1950, Mr. and Mrs. RICHARD B. CANRIGHT were interviowod 
on separate occasions. CANRIGH? is presently a research engineer on liquid 
rockots at the Jot Propulsion Laboratory at Caltech. Both of these individuals 
stated that in late 1940 or carly 191 they became associated with rocket re+ 
search and that as a result they were thrown into fairly close combact with the 
previous rocket research group. They stated that nothing had ever come to 
their attention which would cause thom to have any reservations about the 
loyalty of the subject. “Beth stated that they had heard rumors to the effect 
that FRAY f ALINA and MARTI. ee SUMMERFIELD were members of the Communist Party 
in approximately 1938-1939. The oforomentioned information, according to tho 
CANRIGHTS, was made available to them by BD FORMAN, who stated thet he in turn 
hod heard it from JACK (JOHN W.) PARSONS, Each stated that after originally 
loarning of this information, they were on the alert for any instances or 

expressions of pro-Comaunist sympathies, but thoy heard none. 


On May 18, 1950,PEYLLISFORMAN was interviewed by the reporting ogent 
in the office of her employer in the Medical Arts Building in Pasadena. It 
should bo noted that this individual is the divoreed wife of ED FORMAN, who 
has been mentioned previously in this case. Mrs. FORMAN stated that sho and 

_ hor thon husband, ED, were close social friends of the individuals who mede 

up the original rocket research group in the period which closed in about 19h. 
She stated that during this time she camo to know the subject slightly, but 
that he did not seem to attend many of the sociol functions which thoy (the 
FORMANS) attended, She said that in 1941 it was her observation that this 
original rocket group was no longer close~. knit socially and that mostof their 
social lifo was split up in that FRANK MALINA and SUMMERFIELD secmed to have 
one circle of friends, and another group was made up largely of JACK PARSONS 
and ED FORMAN and their friends. She said that their principal association 
was & group mado up of the FORMANS and PARSONS, but that she did have some 
contact with MALINA's friends. With particular regard to the subject, Hrs. 
FORMAN described him as being very reserved and reticent, and said sho had 
never hoard him discuss polities, war conditions, and like matters. She said 
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that nothing had ever como to her attention directly or indireetly which 
would cause hor to beliove the subject had ever expressed sympathy toward 
Communism, 


On Juno 6, 1950, DOUGLAS GEORGE MARLOW was interviowed by the 
reporting agent and SA CHESTER C. ORTON. At the time of this interviow, 
MARLOW stated that ho had been in attendance at Communist meotings in 
Pasadona during the latter part of 1937 and 1938. After his attondance at 
some of these moctings, he and his wife wero, invited to join thé Communist 
Party, but thoy declined to do so, MARLOW stated that he is positive in his 
recollection that the subject, whom he knows slightly in a scientific way, was 
never in attendaneo at ony of these meetings. 


On April 26, 1950, T-1, another government agency which conducts 
porsonnol investigations, advisod that his organization had revi “ maberial 
made available to them regarding the subject and had recommended that ho be 
denied further access to classified information. 


On Juno 17, £-2, another government agency which conducts personnel 
investigations, advised that the subject had tendered his resignetions to 
officials of Caltech and had stated that it was his intention to return to 
China, 


Be 

On June 6, 1950, subject was interviewed by the reporting agent and % 

SA PHILIP J. REILLY ot his office in the Guggenhoim Aeronautical Laboratory |, 

on the campus of Caltech in Pasadena. Tho intorview, which will be reported 
hereinafter, lasted for approximately two hours. 


At the outset of the interview, TSIEN was advised thothe waseundor 
No com) uision.to make any_statomonts | to the interviewing agents ond that he 
Sroard understand fully that any Stitouents mado by him wero to bo construed 
as being made on an entirely voluntary basis. . 


After these initial comments, agents oxplaincd to TSIBN thet he 
was boing interviowed in order to make it possiblo for him to make a statement 
and to state as a matter of record statements concerning any possible Commmist 
monbership on his part during the year 1939, At this timo, agents advised 
TSIEN that the rocords of the Communist Party during the year 1939 reflocted 
that ho had been a member of Professional Unit 122 of the Communist Party, 
using tho Party alias JOHN W. DECKER, and that the records furthor reflected 
that he had boen issued a membership book. 


TSIEN denied flatly that he had ever boon a momber of the Communist 
Party at any timo“and stated that he was absolutely at 0 loss to undorstand 
how his namo could have appoared on ‘Communist Party records as of 1939. He 
said further thet he had never held membership in any political party, oxplain- 
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ing that in viow of his status as an alien he would have been preelu,icd from 


holding such mombership. He then stated again thet he had no idea as to how 
his name and alias could have appeared on Copmunist Party rolls, and thet he 


did not kmow the origin of the nome JOHN ¥ \ DECKER . He stated that he had 
never oven heard of the name DECKER during ‘that period or since, and had no 
possible oxplanotion of its usd in comection with his case, 


When TSIEN was questioned generally as to his friends during this 
period, he stated that he knew of no one who oxpressced any Coumunist Party 
sympathies to him-:during this period of timo. He said that during this period, 
that is to say, in 1938 to 1939, his closest associates wore Dr. WILLIAM SEARS, 
FRANK WALINA, SIDNEY WEINBAUM, and, in the latter part of this period, MARTIN 
SUMMERFIELD. He addod that’ perhaps his best friond among the Wesnamed group 
wos FRANK MALINA, er eB 


TSIEN was then questioned as to whether any of the above-named persons 
expressed any Commumist sympathies. Atv this timo he stated that some of thom 
might bo considered leftist, When asked for a definition of this term, ho 
soid that ho meant "not reactionary” and that he considered the word "leftist" 
to be synonymous with the ideals of the Domocratic Party and Roosevelt's New 
Deal as exprossod during that period, 


TSIEN was then asked as to his deLinition.of-Comaumism. In reply, 

ho stoted that he regarded Commmism as a political ond social theory and 

soid that it is o form of govormmont which does not uso parliamentary procedure 
to accomplish its onds. Ho added that Russian Communism "as wo know it” could 
be considered a totalitarian form of govornmont and, in its rolation to the 
genocratic or free govornmen’, coulda be considered an evil. 


During the time that TSIEN was answering the quostions as sct forth 
above, ho stated that even though his friends expressed what he termed "loftist"™ 
theorics, he was in no position to speculate as to their possible momborship in 
the Communist Party. He took the position that in line with his scientific 
training ho was in no position to make a statement of fact concerning an 
individual unless he wag in possession of clear-cut and factual information. 


The subject w. Hen quostioned as to whothor he had been responsible 
for the hiring of SID AWEINBAUM in the Jot Propulsion Laboratory in February, 
1946. Ho stated that it was not his actual responsibility to hire WEINBAUM, 
but ho thought that his recommondation of him as a scientist probably rosulted 
in his bocoming associated with the Laboratory. Ho said that at the time ho 
made hig recommendations regarding WEINBAUM, he was cognizant of the fact that 
he would, by roason of the nature of thé position, have acecss to classificd 
information; however, he did not foci there was any reason why he could not 
recommend WEINBSUM in thot he knew nothing which would causo him to doubt his 
loyalty to the United States. TSIBN-was questioned next as to whether ho now 
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had any doubt as to WEINBAUM's loyalty, at which time he said that he now has 
some roservetions, but this is based entirely on the fact that he has learned 
that WEINBAUM has had "clearanco difficulty” in connection with his past 
employment in tho Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Hoe stoted furthor that evon 
now, based on his imowledge of WEINBAUM, he could attest to his loyalty and 
that he might do so if ho were called upon. 


| 
At this time, in further omplification of his previous romarks with | 
rogard to WEINBAUM, TSIEN stated that as a scientist the only yardstick he has { 
in moasuring a person's worth or loyalty is fact, and thetsinos facts cannot be 
applied to such intangibles as a person's loyalty or political beliefs, he : 
could never speculate upon then. e 


TSIEN thon made the general stetoment thet in so far as the political 
system in the United States is coneerned,” ho is merely 0 disinterested observer 
and has no knowledge on the subject. ‘ 


In concluding . this interview, TSIEN categorically denied thet he 
had ever been a member of the Communist Party or that he had over used an alias 
of JOHN W. DECKER, He likewise stated thot he could not even speculate as to 
how his name might have appeared on Communist Party rolls as of 1939. 


On dune 17, 1950, T-2 advised that he had leapned from another 
goverment agency that TSIEN had tendered his resignapfon to the officials 
of Caltech and that he planned to return to China. 


On the some date the subject was telophonically contacted by tho 
writer, at which time he advised that his resignation from Caltech was "not - 
official." He explained this by stating thot ho had tendercd his resignation 
to Dr. FRED LINDVALL, Chairman of the Division of Mechanical Engineering, in 
thot he folt it was "the only thing left for mo to des He said at this time 
that ho had heard noththig TUbHOF TFON DET LINDVALL and that ho did not imow 
whether his resignation would be accepted, Ho was questioned as to what his : 
intentions were in tho event his rosignation was aecepted, to which he replied i 
that it was his intention to return to China if such wero tho caso, He was 
thon asked whothor he wished to reopon tho interview, end he said there was : 
nothing he sould add to that sot forth above, but thet he would meot tith i 
agents to discuss his thoughts regarding his resignation ond return to China. 
At this time arrangements wero mado to again interviow the subject at his 
office at Caltech on June 19. ” 


On that date tho subject was again interviewed by the reporting agent 
and SA PHILIP J. REILLY. At the outset, TSIEN was asked if ho wishod to amplify 4 
tho romarks tnade by him ot the time of the previous intorview with regord to his : 
alleged participation in affairs of the Communist Party in Pasadena in 1938-39. 
Ho stated that he did wish to make o statement, which is substantially set 
forth as follows: 


b= 


“—— 


He said thot he has been in the position of a welcomo guest in this 
country for the past ton ycars or more, and as such he has prospered, and, 
without wishing to brag, he felt thet he could honestly soy his visit has been 
of mutual boncfit as he has given much to this country in scientific advance- 
mont during both the war years and after. Now, he said, this original status 
which he has enjoyed as a welcome guest no longer exists and a cloud of suspi- 
cion hangs over him; therefore, the only gentlemanly thing left to do is to 
depart. TSIEN said that ho, in substance, had made the same statomont to Dr, 
FRED LINDVALL, his immodiate suporior at Caltech, ond that ho has not heard 
anything further as to whother his resignation hos been acted upon. He said 
also thot in the event his rosignation is accepted, it is his intention to 
return to China. 


At this poimut in the interview, TSIEN stated that ho has never doubted 
tho authenticity of the evidence in support of the contention that ho was a 
one-time momber of the Communist Party in Pasadena; however, he simply cannot 
understand how his nome appoared on the rolls of the Communist Party, He said 
that he had no idea as to how his name could have appeared on the rolls, and 
honce it was useless for him to speculate as to any reason for his appearance 
on such rolls. 


TSIEN then stated that he had more than a casual knowledge of Comm- 
nist Skeory oven bofore coming to tho United States, and that hence it was not 
difficult for him to recognize in his convorsations with SIDNEY WRINBAUM, FRANK 
MALINA and MARTIN SUMMERFIELD that many of the terms and clichos used by Commu- 
nists everywhere were freely used by them. He stated that he recognized that 
the persors with whom he associated were expressing “leftist" views, but that 
ho is unwilling to attempt to draw any conclusions from this. 


TSIEY again made the point, and repeated it several times in the 
course of this interview, that since he has no factual knowledge of mombership 
in the Communist Party on the part of his friends, he cannot speculato on 
their beliofs. 


TSIEN was then questioned as to whether he had ever subscribed to tho 
"Daily Pooplo's World" during 1938-1939. Ho stated in answer thereto that he 
did subscribe to this publication during this timo, but that he doos not recall 
who introduced him to the paper. He said he read it principally because it 
exprossced views which were more sympathetic to China than the viows oxpresség@ 
in the other press. 


He was thon questioned as to who among the group of his friends might 
possibly have proposed his name for membership in the Commmist Party. He said 
that it would be quite possible that either WEINBAUM, MALINA or SUMMERFIELD 
proposed his namc, but he omphasized that this would only be a conjoeturo since 
ho is not awarc that ony of them are or were mombers of the Comamist Party. 


With particular regard to SIDNEY WEINBAUM, TSIEN statod that he 
could and would recommend him for a position involving highly classificd work 
at tho Job Propulsion Laboratory. He said that in the same vein he felt he 
could still justifiably testify that to his knowledge WEINBAUM is complotoly 
loyal to the United States. 


During this interviow the subject exprossed himself much more freely 
as to his association with MALINA, SUMMERFIELD, WEINBAUM and Jac MOPF, and 
stated thet he recognized that all of those poople expressed be 's which ho 
knew conformed to tho Communist Party line. He addod, however, in discussing 
these individuals, that ho is still unwilling to assume arything in that ho is 
entirely without factual knowledgo concorning any possible membership of those 
individuals in tho Communist Party. 


During this second intbrview TSIEN was again questioned as to any 
explanation ho might have for ‘tho fact that his name appeared on tho Communist 
Porty rolis during 1939. He stated on several occasions that he did not doubt 
the authonticity of the records and that it was entirely possible that his namo 
aid so appear, adding that if such were the case he had absolutely no explana- 
tion as to how it might have been placed there, and he refused to even speculate 
thoreon. 


TSIEN was again questioned as to his resignation from Caltech, at 
which time he stated that he had hoard nothing further from Dr. LINDVALL con~ 
corning his resignation, He was thon quastioned as to just what had vrompted 
such 0 serious move on his part, and he replied that at the time agents 
initially contacted him on June 6, 1950, he realized that the "finger of 
suspicion" had been cast upon him and that he had then and there decided 
thet ho would immediotely tender his resignation for the reasons sot forth 
above. Ho was then asked if anything clse had come to his attention which 
might prompt such a move and whether ho was having any difficulty over his 
clearance. He stated that so far as ho kmew his clearance romained the samo 
and thot it was his understanding that ho had an interim clearance and he 
oxpected to hoar shortly as to what disposition was to bo made of his case. 


On May 27, 2-3, another govermmont agency which conducts scourity 
and personnel invostigations, advised that by lotter dated June 6, 1950, a 
"denial of consent" was issued with regard to the subject of this caso. The 
same soureo stated that this letter was delivered to a member of tho staff at 
Caltech on June 16, 1950. 


On the same date JAMES N. EWART, Personnel Director, non-academic 
personnel, Caltech, advised the writor that ho had received the "denial of 
consent” which had boen forwarded to the Institute by Source 7-3, and that 
on Juno 20 he had made this information available to Dr. ERNEST C. YWATSON, 
Dean of the faculty. 
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EWART said that it was his understanding that on that date TSIEN had 

a conference with Dr. WATSON, but that he did not know what transpired. He 

said only that he was advised by Dean WATSON that the Institute would initiate 
an appeal of the denial of clearance and that WATSON felt that in view of 

{SIEN's stature in the scientific field a veview in Washington would be requestec 


EWART stated that subsequent to his discussion with WATSON, he (ENART) 
wrote a letter to the Industrial Employment Review Board requesting further 
howring and appeal of the denial of consent. He has sires heard from that 


Board that the request for an appoal was reeeived and that steps would be taken 
to initiate such a hearing. 


- PENDING - 


wf] 
LEADS 
LOS ANGELES DIVISION 


At Pasadena, California: 


Will maintain contact with established sources of information to 
ascertain the progress of the subject's appeal for “denial of clearance." 
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; SOURCE PAGE. > - ‘ 


eet «Ptr trict Common, 
Los Angeles, California. | 
information attributed to this source was telephenically 
conveyed to reporting agent on . 


T-2 - Teletype from Bureau dated 6/16/50 which stated that the 

Bureau hod received information fropi OSI to the effect * 
that the subject had resigned from Caltoch and was leaving 
_ for China, . 


T-3 - Information regarding denial of clearance_was telephonically” 


Information regardiny 


actual delivery of letter was obtaincd from 
| Office of Nerval Research, Pasadena. 


Teh - 7D 


. has i i 
this locality and 
Information aceredited to this source was telephonically 


forwarded to reporting agent on May 27. 


REFERENCE: Report of SA Arthur C. Wittenburg, Los Angeles, 3/30/50, 
Letter from Bureau dated May 26, 1950. 
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“ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


. ot a6 fens 5 03 
Y. ADTE 


- ¥a hates “ caucust 10, 1960 


“go: | Rirsoter of special Inves ree tia a Ge 2) 
: fepartaent of the six Porce . oe 


The Fenbagon ; 
Yathington 29,. Be te i 


~ Bro: ae ohn ¢ aioe oover, Hiector,: Fedor: ‘Eire 


eubjosts’ De. Ese 
HSRIGINGS = 


. qhora: is attachad for your dnfexablen a 2 copy: oe the ‘robert’ o 
ae Special, *gent Arthur ¢. “Withenburg dated uly, aie 1950" at ok Angeles, < : 
5: ad captioned, as above. . fe 5 : 


, i Soples, of this poper’t & are also: attaches for o 7 
the Analy and the aFtige of Raval Intelligences ks 


. On joguet 25° “E980, ilidan” dAseh; general Lonsger, perce « 
Engtnosring Company, advised the Los Angeles Office of ‘thie Gureau thab- 
Dr. ‘Esue~chen-Faien had beun' retained by Aerojet as a.consaltan’, bub: 

shad been denied. access to classified Information-by, the Navy. The - 
raaseh for Genial was unimown to Yiseh, » ab. the sane tine Mr. aalech - 
stated that’ he had becn told by Ur. Keue-Shen Tsien that he pluinned to. 
return te China at the-end of August end that ‘he had xeseived several’ 
commnications frea his father in Shenghal réquesting that he retum. 
-. Bechad also redentiy yeceived a gablogram from an pnkhom intlividusl * 
in Feking, Shina requesting that he: rebum there and join a technical, 

2, egation that wis slamming to go to. Faek Serzany for “ek, Bchivical es : 
. Yr, Mech “stated. that my. “Yeuerchon. % fsien Gid-hot drgientia any parkionlar : 

interest tn returning to China, but did. indicate: that-pogslbly some * 
|. pressure was being brought upon his father to have hin-xoturns brs.’ 

isch added that both he and Br. Frit: swickyjialise & othe Dated 
2: tai. ney 


herojot, believed Vhat. Bre’ ‘Boue-fhen ae sag Tb: 


: states. 


re Hrs isch algo: advised that: he has “tale On - hts gas ap ith : 
: Tan £. <imball, Under Secretary of the Navy, wie was formerly connected - 
with the lerojet Engineering Company, and that -he plinned to take the 
mattor.us with Tan Ae “‘Hiaball, uder Sacretary of, the ‘Navy: August 


€ “th, 


: 2, 1950, hits a Visit tot Caehetnerboni. “Hr.  digeh added : that he eee 
rr. Heuo-Shon fsien'as one of the: top toonty sclentists in tha United: 
States vhe vould bo in a position te furnish yeluatic inferastion ‘to - 

“tha Luselans. af he nero, a inclined. TS 


any ages bt onal pertinent Inforuation ecotved ain this aattor: = 
whil he nada stations te | yous ; 7 


ss a) at, ae 5 re. es - . - , ” ee te 
Pliector of Naval Tntol ise gence. (EegsYbsura) ° a nek Syke 
fepartzont of tha. Havy BEES OER ee ; fe Rhee =a Ne" ds 


| Whe Tontagon: B 
: taskington, pa Be. 


a noe 9’ Bépartuent of the few 
SAO SS She Pentagon. ¢ oa 
Sashington 28, Be Cs Ve 


" psoistant Chie of stare, 2, te pd. @ 


“tet, seasitty and presnttg eboup ae 


WASHW7 FROM LOS ANGELES 12-45 PM SI > 
“ALL INFORMA Tio: 
iplocoro URGENT BERET IS Glo, 


Bi 


tbe Nietegel A Bee] 
DOCTOR USUE Shen Foren WAe, ESPIONAGE DA Re ON Bi TWO LAST 4 i 
WILLIAM ZISCH, GENERAL MGRe, AEROJET ENGINEERING COas, ADVISED AN 
AGENT THAT SUBJ HAD BEEN RETAINED BY AEROQJET AS CONSULTANT BUT HAD 
BEEN DENIED ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED INFO BY NAVY BUT THAT REASON 


THEREFORE WAS UNKNOWN TO ZISCH.s LATTER STATES THAT HE AND DR. 

FRITZ SWICKY, TOP SCIENTIST AT AEROJET, BOTH BELIEVED SUBJ. 

LOYAL. ZISCH STATED THAT HE HAS BEEN TOLD BY SUB THAT HE PLANNED 

TO RETURN TO CHINA AT END OF AUG. SAYS THAT SUB HAD RECEIVED 

SEVERAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM HIS FATHER IN SHANGHAT REQUESTING THAT 
HE RETURN. ALSO RECENTLY RECEIVED CABLEGRAM FROM UNKNOWH IND Iv IDUAL 
FROM PEDING, CHINA REQUESTING SUB RETURN TO CHINA AND JOIN TECHNICAL 
LEGATION WHO WERE PLANNING To GO To EAST GERMANY FOR TECHNICAL # 
MEETING. SUB DID NOT INDICATE ANY PARTICULAR INTEREST IN neruentng) 
:_’ TO CHINA, BUT DID INDICATE THAT POSSIBLY SOME PRESSURE WAS BEING 


SUB ALSO ADVISED ZISCH THAT HE WAS RETURNING BECAUSE, 


p . 
7 .? BROUGHT UPON HIS FATHER TO GET HIM, THE SUB, TO RETURN TO CHINA. 
{8 

& 


% 
Ny FACE UNQUOTE. ZISCH SAYS HE HAS TAKEN THES ORDED SP, 
SS KIMBLE UNDER SECRETARY USN WHO WAS FORMERLY. gowecten Miri? AM ser, 


& END PAGE ONE aa COPms DESTROYED Pe ne 
SSE 3 8 WouBss NOV 14 Ibu ; 


PAGE TWO 


AND THAT HE PLANNED TO MENTION MATTER AGAIN ON AUG. TWO WHEN HE 
WOULD BE IN WASHINGTON. ZISCH SAYS HE REGARDS SUB AS ONE OF TOP 
TWENTY SCEINTISTS IN THE UsSe AND THAT HE WAS IN POSITION TO FURNISH 
VALUABLE INFO TO RUSSIANS AS HE WERE SO INCLINED. 

HOOD 
ACK AND HOLD PLS 


CORRECTIONS . : pe 


PAGE ONE Ww 
LN 

5 LAST WD SHOULD BE -DR.- NOT FR. 
LN 10 WD 8 SHOULD BE  -UNKNOWN- 


oto: coumonzcxtoNs sbérion. a 


“transmit thie Following | message to: _ AUGUET 225 1950 ° . 
— : _ SAC, WOS ANGELES = “UNG 


EOL, SUSAN DAE, ae ; 


sizstoe SHES 2 DPA wii te _TESDALany aoa Dinca or 
ath DavenopuTins. 


AL A Fa 


SUERIROATONS SECTION 


} tis, Telcom 
PMs, Ladd er 
3 px. Gloag meer 
AUG 32 59 pin, Glovis er" 
Vee pee Wika ae 
A : Da, Rossih ower 
TELETYPE IS | ERTS 


Pre Hatho wnpeamens 
hs, Bolsnont ieee 
Biz, Mobk meron 
Foto, Room meme 


FROM LOS ANGELES 
TRECTOR DEFERRED All | 
a ASHI 
@ ¢ es HALL; 
HSUE DASH SHEN-TSIEN, esproaie ASH Re BY Ae INFO PART OF SUBJEUT-S BOOKS 
AND PAPERS EXAMINED AUG. TWENTYONE LAST AT BEKINS WAREHOUSE, PASADENA, 


x 


CALIF. BY. INSPECTOR ROY GORIN, US BUREAU OF CUSTOMS, LA, CALIF. ALSO 
PRESENT WERE REPRESENTATIVES OF LA FBI, AIR FORCE PROCUREMENT, US DEPT. 

OF STATE, AND 210. PAPERS EXAMINED INCLUDED SEVERAL LETTERS AND BOOK- > 
LETS BEARING "CONFEBENTEAL” OR.*RESTRIGTED™ CLASSIFICATION. IN GENERAL 
PAPERS CONSISTED OF HIGHLY TECHNICAL DISSERTATIONS ON NUCLEAR RESEARCH, ‘, 


ATOMIC ROCKETS AND JET PROPULSION. GORIN HAS THIS DATE FURNISHED ABOVE 
INFO TELEPHONICALLY TO LYALL JOHNSON OF PRODUCTION AND FACILITIES BRANCH 


AEG, WASH, DC, AND WILL CONTACT HIS SUPERIORS IN BUREAU OF CUSTOMS, 
“WASH, DC, TOMORROW AwM. GORIN STATES HE VILL REQUEST AUTHORITY To MOLD/ 
TSIEN-S PAPERS FOR MORE THOROUGH REVIEW BY SCIENTIFICALLY TRAINED 
PERSONS. — y 
HOOD 


Ky 
SEP 11 1956 


END AND ACK P 
© 


} 
HOLD PLS 


ie 


“By @ representative of thia Bureew and representatings #, 


aostovand ixttomney General oO Le augnee Ba, IESO 
Janes 3. Nelnerney we : : : - oe 
itrector, EBE 


ay peso see) us _ 


Reference 19 nade to my menorendun dated. Auguat Wat BGs L950, 
hich furnished you capies of reports nude in coanc eben wbts the. 
investi,ation of captioned indipiduaie Lyx randun edutscd | 
that Lr. Patea planned te leave the Ualted Siates at the ond” + 
od duguat, 1o50, and that reliable laferaents hed tnferned thia 
Bureau that-ir. Paion had knewledye of -clac sigted ingormation. 
eoncerniag jot propulatoa whieh: would bé of veluc to Goumunia 
Ching or fig Lovic’ Unters POG 


By tele typec dated Auguat &8. und 23, 1950, the Log Angeles @ i 
office of this Bureau adute ed that Inspector’ Boy Gerin of the - ei 
Gntted States Custons wervice ezanined books and papers which 

vere betag shipped to fommuniat Chiag by Gr. Faten. The neterial, ccna 
wag’ to be shipped 94 Atigust 26,1550, and the Los angeles. oypstece 

has advised thet subject may depart from the United States on 2 + 

that date, . the. exampuation cag nade under a@ provicton of the 

Szport Control act and took place on August Aly o50, ab Sekine . 
Larshouse, fasatena, Californias 


Sie eganination revealed that: there Sere Severe): lethers- 


ane Books bearing -“emtpigentpol *-or- Spestrieted” clages fications” ~ 
Phe papera generally consisted of highly technical Gioaertationg 


OR nuclear Fesearth, ater iad rackets end jor propuletens |. 


fhe teletypes: regetvéed at this Bureau ravecl thes 


' Laapee ter. Boy: Gorin planned te. consult with the Entied state 


As’boracy et Los angelea oa August 89 te obtain authority jor. 


: aeigure: of 3 wie books and papers under the Lepord Gontred Agta 


fhe sdurch condugted by fuspect or Boy Gorin uas wirtndoxed - 


be urfioe of vane, 


dir Feree, the Depar tnant of oe oF 
Ge 


Intellivenses 


, Peyton Ferd 
eputy Abb boriiey. 


| Rae Loo Angeles: Pftee hae Seen pegueated. 4a eeaure ‘@ 1164 7 = 


cay the papero and booby watch: fatew deetred shipped io.” 
(7) Gonmuntes China, together, wi te-their elacot fication. and the : 
identity of thé persgn. who: can goctify te Sueh olaasiyioatians 


a. Oh AMGUSE 22, L5G0, Me Sohn. Cusllipa of ate, the 
. Depurtnent. of Commerce, telephinically. advised this Zurcau 
that OF had received a cull” from Custons. Inspéoter Gortn, 
- ‘that he hed opened erated of natertal whies ores Poten had 
' delivered to Bekins Starage Sarohouses fhe erates, geoarding . 
: ., bo Inspector Goring gentetned: aangtderable osterial wbteh — 
“1 welated.te jet propuloton and roekotoe Ere Phillips advise 
' that under pegulationg thd grades could be held Sor ten day 
after uhich ah @ffictal setaure order pugt be obtained. ~ ie 
. Gdded that Of hed. thetrurted Cis tong “to ‘Sotse the goode for 


+ further analysts. - 


., Wow whl de" immediately furhi ches geal tonal: parting 
nfortation reeelued ta thiz matter, -. vets 


SAC, Los Angelag ., 
5  . ° Director, EBL , 5 ee 


- foo Bae format Waes 
“Jon Hy Dbokox ‘ 


 peprmaes eR , ° eto 


Thore in furnished for -your information a. eapy of a an _ ae 
‘from G«25 Doportuont of the > Amy detod Saby. a4, 1080, and cepbianed 6 as ae 
. Bbovas ; uae 


. J YouwiLL note that tthe! nbbachad nemarandom, woforonces -& 1 Lobhor 
to Gok fren | the Tuvoau detad May 5, 1950, Bic vofovoncod lover advised 
tab “tho Burcan Rad wo chjostion t £9 subjoot's cosd being considerod - 
sapeliony Aig Foree Fors oaltol. | Security Board aad thay such pans der o 


WAR: 13h 


ALE inoR 
&  penene et a 
DATE 


IFICATION HITE 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED #4 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ©”! 

jg Ende? WHERE SHOW” 
OTHERWISE 


“Por Director OF Raval Intelligence 
‘ Department of the Havy ° 
The Pentagon 
Gash tngtoa. BS, EL, 


Frotts J» Edgar’ Hoover, Director, Federal Sure 


oo @ @Q ne 
Subjects Die RES POI, wt th eliao CLASS 
- Yoh £,@Dscker an DE 
€ 


\.. Reference ia, node bo, BOur menorand fer # 3 file, cape 
tioned “pgs teny Hsue-Shen,; Dr. Wand dated L Bb Fy 19505 & copy 
of uw tak was furnished. $f as ‘bros . : a pat 


‘ALL taformation developed concersing Bre: Peten hus 
(‘made available to tie Office of Naval Intelligence. re wil 
| ngted. that information refiaetking past Conuuntst Party ” 

-menbersiip om hia part wis furnished you tu’ Septender ‘1949 
te Office of Naval Intelbigence in tos Angeles in. August ¢ 
sane year. e 


, In additic ‘Ginent information deve Leped odhoarh ing! 
Bre fsten hag b@ea-es audtJable to dasistant Atterne;, SenerGl. 
vanes if, UéInerney, of the Deparinens of Justice, tage ther with - the 
facts surrounding his proposes departure from the (ttag 
whatever actton he may Sire to bale tr thie woe 
RECORDED'- 60° 


ie aotion cusee be taken by thes, & rents , TREE EGINEDOr oe lay 


“HR. SAUES HU. MeINGRNEY ~ : ‘ 2S August “17%, 19507. 
_. assistant Attorney General - Sw SD nn oe , 
“L Direobors FBI +. °:. Mee fo ac/ 
_ HSUE=SHEN TSTENs! 
ESPIONAGE = B? 


Further.reference is made to my nenorandum. of 
. August 14, 1950, with which I transmitted coptes of 
_ reports concerning. the above-captioned individual. 


[Rave been informed by Admiral Stdney ¥, Souers 
“that Underséeretary of the Navy Kimball has. ezpressed © 
an interest in trying to arrange to keep Dr. Tsten-_ 
“from Igaving this count ry by reason of the classified 
information to which he has had access. 


. Admiral Souers was advised that the Bureau knew: °°: |: 
‘op no way that steps could .be taken to keep this subject. 
from returning $6 Ching: but, thot the matter would be - 
‘submitted to you for :your consideration. Pou Bs 


“AUG 28 1950: 


> ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ts 
Lo HEREIN ISUNOLASSIFIED uf oe on 
| paved ovesetllte 


qieurt to ase Aue sxouLD List AUD: 


- “commariien si-suasEeTts satzereiy, 


Gave" 
ecules 
‘Rosen, 


tos, 
pa 


ede, Koon 
Noasi_ 
Bendy, 


- ESPIQUG 


7 your doparinent. : 


: = a 1:30 B, I. on August 23, “2950, for patayn ba-Los Anpoles. The.” 


Taited Stator. 


eo = De: Paton ford 8 


“Bureau Fite — “3h 


adututant Abtorndy ones dames Tetnornoy oa “August Rhy 1950 * : 


Director, rar. a Lo. epeTyie 


oe ney _ “ . - : foe Ms 


Roforence: is sade to uy monorendun dated August: 2 , 1950, 


“ine uptionod. natitor. 


ths tos ‘angeles Office. of this Burcad has vow advised the 


_effice ‘of United Shotes Attomey Yolin at Tos ftngeles: is presontly.° 


working on logal, procesé to impound the offects of tr. Talon which 
were Found-ob Boltins Turehouse to determing 1 ¢lthar an } Roplonoge 
or on Sxport Control fob. violnoica onlata. 


hosording we “the Low Ingeles dftiea, the ohipnent olinging : 


» to Dy. Toten contained several hundred beoka ant dockmonts. Tonedtate 
efforts ara boing made to Secure 2. compleho Iiah of these: books. and 


docuzents: for Gxaninatton by, conpotant & Bersons aud for referral te 


6 hos‘ beon! ‘dstonmincd” thet Test fgdon Lets Yaehingtea, 8. Ge 


Ins Angeles Office has edvisel that the Tonderation and Toburaldaatidn, 
fervieo ot Los Angeles is prepared to cerve tr. felon with a formal, a 
notleg-advising hin thak-he is’ not being sive. pers miseion ta leave the oe 


° Fox: wt he Amicatateay” aaitised of ah pki dovelopacitts 


in nts matter. . 
: DaotaSsrE ae eesicn SLE = 


Bapaty Abbornoy Gansral : 
. ‘ Abtenbions ” ie 1 Be pov st8i 


‘AUG 28 1380 
a: 


ad 


Resistant Abbormey General. a a 4 a ios. wwEo 

James My HeInérney” ead : ais aet Bo 1990 

~ fe Director, mer 
: HOUE-SHEN ESTER, wd, 

* RBPLONAGR. “E- ° 


: Refenénce is mie to ay. sienorandina ‘dated’ ‘Raguat oh, 1950, dx be. i 
captioned. matter." ff 


. She ‘Following. gaaitionel, Anfornation. condemning the search of 
*, Br. Beten's possessions at Bekins Warehouse; Pasadena, California, on” — 
- August 21, 1950,- arid the matetials fowid therein, bas -been- weteived from: : 
"the Lor Angeles Office of this Bureau: °° Ped 


Stee . Inspector Goin of the United States Bureaw of Gastoas,- 1 ios snceles, 
ps : ‘Gaiatomnise has edvised that “the search made by him was legal in accordance with 
| “. the United Btates export control laws, - AK hie dngitertton, the following: indi- 

2 viduals were Breaent 3 a8 pbsenvers. uring the | -Beerchs - 


” Major Year PB Déctinomy Los Angeles ‘Fieia ottsce, aie 
. Force Procurempns..° : 


“He. a y. Hayes, Spectea Bae ty United states Deportes 
Ob State, . 


Tngectir Gotin pavisea: Coats ‘the material belongine to Be. Meter, - 
ed in nuterous wooden cates and thas he’ conducted a "sample" search. . 

_ only.’ dn this. connection, tires cases. of papers and books were examined, ‘the- 
. purpose being to obtain. a  eutPictents sample of. the material to obtain authority. 

+, for egal seizure, in order that thé material wight be more -horovghiy examined: 
“by selentifically qualified, personel. The shipment belouging to Dr. Tsien was ._ 
tobe exported to Comuniai Chins vis Hongkong shoard: the SS. President Wilson 
-£rom Gan Pedros California, sonetine 


Bhs. 4950. 

. . RECORDED « 31 
e _ "By teletype datea fuguat 2h, 1BU6,R69Gps Angele: 

7 “thet ‘Br. Esien, upon arrival ab Los Angels from Washington}, 
‘Served bythe Immigration and Weburelizetion Service, with an: ten \eorbtaas 
hig departure from ‘the United States. A copy of this obder was eld, served 
‘the american Eresident Steauship Lines, ‘making then jigpie’ itothey furnished 
passage’ te China te br, sien. It is noted-that he vad scheduled, to eave | 
he Untied Btates: aboard, the i President Wilson fron San Retiro, | 


BB alle 31 ina Le | 


heey 


: he Loe ‘hueiee Office of iumigretion end, Heturedizetion. Service 
nds advised that they: are teking ‘action against Br. Tsien “under the tuuigroation oe 
- Act of 1918, vaich forbids subversive activity on the part of @lieus. They . 
also. advised, that the United States Attorney at Los Angeles has issued to 
the United States Custens Service there an order authorizing the geizure of 
Dry Psien's possessions at Bekins Warehouse, Pasadena, California. - ” 


The United States Customs Service has furnishea the Los Angeles 
Office of this Buxeeu the folloving partial oe af: Agamients which’ were | 
contained in Dr, sien s ‘shipments : : 


i. 


3. 


a, 


“3s 
6. 


eo a 


‘. released February, 1948, prepared by Air Docuuents Division 


Ponghiet' ~ Guegenkein Astineuties Tabicentonyy. Golifornia 
.fnastitute of Technology. . Report on high bpeed pressure 
disteibution over XSB2D~-1 coul , 1 19435 classification : 
_ Srfidenttal., x E 

D).. ~ 


_ Pamphlet | - Sperry. Gytoscope deity; Research ighoratories, - 
duly, 1ghh.. Stability and eawtrol characteristics! for . .~ 
airplanes intended for automatic flight. Registered copy. ° 
number 5232-3006, classification conettontial. ; : 
Pauphie’s * Guggethein Actorauties Laboratory, Califoriia vs 
Institute of Technology. An investigation of possible agthois| 
for obigining aerodynamic data at high wach numbers, . Contract | 
 Ho.33-036 AC I7L ET (11592); elas: sification. Genbidential: ~ 


‘Book ~ Glossary of English’ end Foreign ‘Langues ge (Codes, fi 
‘Syubols; Project Husbers, Abbreviations end Terms), ¥-DL-3-ID, ; 


Headquarters,’ Air Heteriel Commend, Wright Field, ec ohio ry 
Classified sestricted. 


Book - the David. wn “Baylor: Model Basin ~U. ss Navy + “Part I; 
Introduction to Von-Linear Mechanics 5 Deceuber, 19kk, 
” Repors 934 (Zopeldgical Methods} 2 clessification Tentwiehed: 


Book = The Davidt. Geyloe Model, Basin + U. Bis Bevy - Part It, ‘ 
Introg@uetion to Non-Linear Mechenies, Septerber, 1945, Report ae 
, Gnalytiest Nethods) 5 classification fenteieted. 


Panphles: ~ Brown University. to Hattonan Ravasory’ Conind ttee for z 
Aeronauties, Copy No. Ty May, ighk, Report of Graphital and . - 
‘Analytical. Methods for the Determinationof a Ploy of a: 
Compressible rnd: ous an Obstacle, elesersies ton Hostetatet 


+2- : 


10, 


al. 


- 4a, 


13. 


Pamphlet - Broun tniversity 3 bo National 1 Advisory Comittee fox 


Aeronautics, Gopy No. 7, May, 1944, Report on Tyo Dimensional 
Plows of Compressible Fluids, classification Fastietad. 


Book - Deutsche Forschungsanstait Fur Segeifiug, B. V. Ernst 
Udet, Z. at Alnring No. 3538, Angusts ads lassi fication 


“ 


Hotebook ~ Guided vissiles, Their Evolution end ‘Peineiptes, > 


‘by AWR, Weyl, photostats - May, 194; through Noverber, INS, | 


no classifica ations 


Pamphlet: - Guggenheim Aeronautics * “Lehoratory ~ Celifornia 
Institute of Technology, 2-Dimengional Irrotational Mixed” 
Subsonic and Supersonic Plow.of a Compressible: Fluid and 


. the Upper Critical Mesh Huber, copy Ho. 16, _Beceaber, igh, 
‘Glassification reserseted. .-. ge. 


Pamphlet» Gurtiss Research Laboratory, Aeroaynanies- nejertien, 


- Buffele, Tiéw York, An Approximate Constriction Correction ‘for 


High-Speed fldsea-tar Tharoat Wine Tunnel . Date, Repors Ho. 5, arch, 
19hh,- Classification contiiential. . 


Pamphist - _ Brown University to Rational Advisory Comm: ‘tee for 
Aeronautics Plastic Buckling’ of a Reetangular Plate Ynder Bdge, 


“Thrusts,” ‘Copy: Ho.. 26, Harch, 1947, classification Fantricted, 


“Pamphlet. Me Guggenhesia Aeronaubical Laboratory - Gelifornia " 


Institute of Technology, Leeturé Hotes on High fenperature 
Material, 196, classification pertrietad, . 


Pamphiet ~ Guggenhein hexonauties Laboratory. - . Galifornia 


“Institute of Technology, Xoavéstigation of the Stability of © 


the, Laminar Boundary Layer in a Compressible Fluid, Copy Ho. 16, 
Hovenbér, Toke, Contract lo. WAIZIoh classification 


Panphlet ~ Navy Deparbient, Buren of heronauties - . Ysishington, : 


. Neveer Si-21 Structures, Memo No..21,-Diseussion of the Theory. 


of Compressible Fluids as Beveloged byt Dr. Leonard M, Greene, | a 


classification Sontidential. - 


=. a. ‘pamphlet = A-Couvae ‘da ae erigtteion Chines Yay’ tiene 2 
> Borces: by Galifornia Tastliute of Technology Agtonautical - 
_ Departuentt,, March, 9 dune.9, IMs elassifiention : 


ee 1B. "Pannen ™ Gurgenieta Aeronautics Laboratory, Californie: : 
Institute of Technology - Rocket Research Project, The Rocket © 
’ Motor and Tis Applications as an Auxiliary to. the Power Plants ~ 
of Conventional, Alreratt, cal Ho. Pr! Ange sii : * 
_Slpasitieabion | son 5 ; c 


o, Ba Wek ‘Teckure sigh WW) “Tet ‘ecteuion 30: orn 
‘eet eters oe - peas 


BO “ Carhespondésige aud pavers ~ © Qattgernta, Tnshitute: of mechnology 
‘and Johns Hopkins Univerpity, and Dechuieal Date: = National 
Aaviaory Comittea Yor Aeronautics and Dr. Milliken, California ©: 
Anstitute of Technology, Neyal Aix Material. Centers Philadelphia,” 
pnd. De. Milidken, Celifornia, Institute of. pastel plassii cae 
"ton Sontidentigh and. sie 8 : 


= ale “ Pauphlet Steclaes Vi tivoneh, a i Re — Mobes, en, ait 
:  Bhernojeta witGout Mochesrt ceck iasaatad eee claghifics- 
“thon Baexeg,. ei 


BB. Pamphileti.« Gy 2. wrandien,' deey — cs Bo. 79 nes: She ‘Jannebing 
Qf 8 Winged Misatle 3 fon oe Fath, seed eee atasel~ 
“Pivstion E ~ ne 


wet * Ghe inforustton contadied nerein hes beet made available ‘ts “the. 

Arma Pores with 4 -requesh that they advise at the eatliedt possible heel 
.. whether the mterial which br. Telen was shippins to China is classified 

and, the identity of the person who can ‘testify, to such classification, . ‘They _ 


' * heve alsp “been wequbsted. to sdviee whether the furnishing of the material to” 


-2 fovelen country would jeopardize ine ‘neblonal defense of the Uilied States, - 
* what portion of the materdal is‘préesintly Government property, and the monetary | 
* value of any datertal determined Yo. belong 40 the United. Stater- Governtent, =. 


eae S14 adaitional anzornation géceived in connectdon ithe ‘ale, matter. 
* will, te imidiately made available to you. - , 
yPlease’ advise ie. “the. above fadts constitute @ proseoutabiie violation, . 


: a > Mr. Peyton Fora, Beputy attomey 6 Genbrat 
ideas ee E, Oscar. a pots 


AWAS, £f SCEMCER 


oy ye en 
; Tor + TES De . See. . 


1 7 1 Apmoodiate ete i SBIGTAINED | 
We. fararamcet ghosts” HEREIN is UNCLASSIFIED 
# Eesinctons eb ne DATE sani BySHECILS 


* Crouse | John f4gar Caover ~ Binectery, Federed tarena of Jnvestigetion 


Res. Bg PSIL8 : d 
; 5 an cone DECLASSIETED 
. , OR A, 


2 Fg YU. 2 

AS you are aware, & soarch of dactmants wich rr. tofea, 
a Chinese national, denired shipped te the mainland of Caine wee 

rade of dugaish 21, 2950, by United States Custors Ynepector Rey Corin 
unier the prowieions of the “xpert Control Act. She search waa - . 
conducted ab Jeking Verchouse in Pasadens, California, and wee witnessed 
by representatives of the Denertnent of State, the Air Porte, the Office 

of Navel Intelligence on a representative of this Tureau. The soarch 
Pavesied thet the shipsent contained booke and papers marked “clacsified! 
or "restricted. . 


Tie ioe Angeles Gffice of this on hae now advised that the 
office of. the United States attorney at Los fngeles is presently working 
On le¢al proogse to tepodmt the effecta of tr. Toten, which ware fount — 
at Decins Tarehoure, to determing 4f elther sit Tsplonage on ay "xport 

- Gontrol £08 violation: srinte. 


\ he cas® Aangedén. oettce hae fupther agviied that he shipoent 0 fT 

belonging to fr. Teten containe severe] hundred books end cocuments and 
#|, that tley ara inthe orogens of sscuring @ complete Mist for oxenination 

. w, cospetent  parsins ert fox “Retarral to the Pepartnent of Justice, 

hington, Te Ge We.  @ : 
. Reliable acaioue “ie advised that Cr. ede day ew 

tashington, D. C. for toe Angeles via Anerican Airlines, I eiciiesss, . 
on Auguat 23, 1950, ard thab the Innigration ani Neturaltestion Corvice,, 
- at Lon inceles is prepared to serve bin with & fornalorasige enn 
Cowen that he ig cot being given pe: 


minted 4] _ 


.a 


Sextinenb information in thie wubter has been cade available 


. to the Sopartuan’ of dustice, Tashington, %. G. You will ve Soupatately 


advised of ait nertinenst developasates 


Cre fiiseaiae of Kaveh 2 In: Macenee - ee 

Repartxent of tha Havy want Fi } ae 

the Pentagon eee See wom tt 
Vhshingten 25, De Ce 


Agotstant Chief of staff, nt 
Copartaent of the dry 
Tae Peatagon - ' 


tacdiogton 25, T. Ge 
“Abtentdens Ghiek, ocuesty ox Praining crow. 


“Bizector of Special Investigations 
Inspector General ; 
£ Depertzsent of abe ddr Sorce 


br. Donn #. Kedalie 

Chief, Caforderant Caction 
Office of Industry and Socamerce 
Ge De Departaent of Jasarce et 
Pansrary P Duildiac, Loon 2406. EA Oe fe rene 
Lsth ana Consbitubien Avenue, Lorthwest. : ‘ 
washington, De Ge - 


The Sdasiesioner ; satis , 
a Rabicrabind and Gi.tarolisation servis 


ew Qe: 


f 


caper 


é 


Mr, budd 
Mr Clegg -~ 


FEDIOAL BUREAU OF INVESTIATION . 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


: k 2: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


AUG ie hy ae 


TRLETYPE 


WASH 30. FROM LOS AGELES 23 8-55 PM 
.-~ DIRECTOR URGENT 


Ors Qouotsren, ESP. DASH Re REBUTEL AUG. TWENTYTHREE. 


Mz. Glavin - 


LA LETTER 
TO BUREAU SENT AMSD TODAY WILL CLARIFY SOME DETAILS SEARCH AND MATERIAL 
FOUND. INSPECTOR ROY GORIN, US CUSTOMS, NOT AVAILABLE TONITE. WILL BE 
CONTACTED THURSDAY AM AND BUREAU ADVISED IF COMPLETE LIST OF MATERIAL 
YET AVAILABLE. ESTIMATED SUBJ. HAS SEVERAL HUNDRED DOCUMENTS AND 

BOOKS IN STORAGE AND INVENTORY AND REVIEU TO DETERMINE CLASSIFICATION 

BY COMPETENT PERSONS WILL TAKE CONSIDERALBE TINE. GORIN STATES SEARCH 
LEGAL AND CONDUCTED BY HIM UNDER EXPORT CONTROL LAWS. USA TOLIN ADVISED 
TONIGHT HIS OFFICE PRESENTLY YORKING ON LEGAL PROCESS TO IMPOUND suBsEcly 


EFFECTS AT BEKINS WAREHOUSE TO DETERMINE IF EITHER ESPIONAGE OR EXPORT” 
CONTROL VIOLATION. LA INS ADVISES SUBJECT RETURNING FROM EAST TO L& 


Pate 
TONITE AND HE WILL BE SERVED BY INS:‘AT AIRPORT WITH A FORMAL NOTIC 


ADVISING HE IS NOT BEING GIVEN PERMISSION TO LEAVE USe BUREAU WILL 
BE KEPT ADVISED. Roy 
HOOD “Oe 


E> aND Ack PLS ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE! 
“yar 39 wa usu. HERE IS UNCLASSIFIED 


LA R 30 WA HSU ae Hel. 
CG. 


~ 

Tis, Tolson .23, 

| il, Ladd 

| mr. Ceag 
Mx. Glavin 


WASH 26 FROM Los ANGELES 
a 
7 DIRECTOR FBI URGENT 


4 Oo ® and 


HSUE SHEN TSIEN » ESPIONAGE-R. LANDON, DISTRICT DIRECTOR, LOCAL INS, 
HAS REQUESTED URGENT ASSISTANCE THIS MATTER. TODAY WHILE TALKING To fe 
KELLY, OF WASHINGTON INS, HE WAS ADVISED BY KELLY THAT HE WAS THEN TALKS 
ING TO BUREAU_AND HAD RECEIVED Furo THAT SUBJECT WAS DEPARTING BY PLANE 
AT Tuo THIRTY, LANDON AT TIME OF CALL RECEIVED ORDERS FROM KELLY To 


SERVE SUBJECT WITH, QUOTE ORDER NOT To DEPART U.S. UNQUOTE, AND WAS 


SPECIFICALLY INSTRUCTED TO, EFFECT \SERVICE ON ARRIVAL OF PLANE. _SUTEL 
EXPEDITE INFO RE THE SUBJECT~S DEPARTURE INCLUDING NAME OF AIRLINE AND 
WHETHER TWO THIRTY YOUR TIME. 


£0, 
HOOD’ “py, P 


& if 

ce WH &. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


ea AP 
DATEL BYALAS 


HOLD PLS 


N 


Mr, fy: 
Tole. Revit ann. 


Tees 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS NCLASSIFIED 
DATE BY. ae 


 HSUES Ch sou tsren, ESP.-Rs RE WFO TEL THIS DATE AND YOUR TELS AUG. 


WA 8 FROM LOS ANGELES 
TRECTOR URGENT . 


® 


TWENTYTHIRD INS ADVISES SUBJECT SERVED AT NINE ZERO THREE P.M. 
A TR 


YESTERDAY AT LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT WITH ORDER. FORBIDING DE- 


PARTURE FROM U.S. COPY OF ORDER ALSO SERVED ON AMERICAN. a 
ee, 


PRESIDENT LINES MAKING THEM LIAB 
eee Birt 


SUBJECT. TSIEN HAD PASSAGE ON Ss PRES. WILSON FROM SAN PEDRO, CALIF. 


AUG. TWENTYNINE. INSPECTOR SORTS. <5 NOELES ADVISED 
LIST OF SUBJECTS PAPERS NOT YET Ry SEC 7 NFO. a 
WILL BE FURNISHED AS RECEIVED. &. a 7 91950 BIE 


HOOD ‘ : “aah 
BOSEP daw gd Ge - Krbeeig 


PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


tes. NICATION: ’ C 
Tos. COMMU! iS _ AUGUST 25, 1950 


Transmit the following message to: “ . : 
- SAC, LOS ANGELS: URGENT 


j WSUs-GHEN PSIEN, ESPIONAGE - R. INS, WASHINGTON HAS. 
REQUESTED ADVICE AS 70 WHETHER BUREAU VILL CONTINUE 
SURVEILIANCE OF SUBJECT UNTIL THEY TAKE OVER AT bus 
ANGELES AMD WHETHER BURBAU HAS OBJECTION 0 INS - 
INVESTIGAPION OP SUBJECT. INS ADVISED BUREAU HAS 
NO CONTINUED SURVEILLANCE AND WILL NOP cowDuGr 
SURVEILLANCE. TO STOP.SUBJBGPS DEPARTURE FROM THE 
UNETED STATES. ALSO ADVISERS HAVE NO OBJECTION TO 
SURVEILLANCE BY THEM OR INVESTIGATION WITHIN THETR : 

_ JORISDIOPION. INS TOLD THAT OUR ESPIONAGE INVESTIGATION : 
_ IS. BEING CONTINUED. YOU SHOULD CONTINUE EXPEDITE 
“BPFORTS TO SECURE COMPLIZE LIST OF DoouMENTs. 
“HOOVER , 
Passe ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED - 
MST HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED | 
: DATE: (2/20 _BYaraccole 
ar es 


clogs. 
avin 


7 23 3 o DESTROYED RECORDED - 7. 
Seiereaa Noy LE 155° _ ¢ —_ 
ss ==, 4 


ALL} 
HEREL 


pare fo/ad 6 


ater. August 25, 1950 


aeads 


Bor. Direetor ‘of Vevel. Intelligenes . 

re Department ‘of the Reavy . 

_ the Pentagon Cosa: 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Prom: doln.Zdgar Hoover, Director. - 
rae Wireau of Investigation 


Res Brass oan SQL, with elias 
x ESPLOBAGE “= R- 


_— “ Regerence is ‘dage to by. lester ‘dated inagust-¢ ah, 19% 2, in captioned cae 
. ~ there ber « eo 


tthe FoLiowing additions tntomiation goneérning ‘the Search of 
De. Psien's possessions ns Bekins Warehouse, Fesaderia, Galifoynia; ferry 
- Augass 21,,1950, and the materlais found: therein, has been neagived fon. 
“the #08 Angeles Office or this Bureau. _ : 


. Ineyeet tor ‘Goria of the Uinited States Bure of custons > hes Angeles 2 
California, has advised’ that the seazch made by him was Legal in ‘gecordance with 
the. United States export control laws, At bis Tavitetion, the following indin- 

owiduels wens present as observers duving the seareht 


a : an Vador ‘Dyan P. . Davizon, “Los Angeles . vicld ortice, Air Force 
bg , Procuremant...° : . 


te. howe ftayes x Specter’ Ag gent, Units wad States papartment of 


State, 4 A, fo 
Mr. George Porter, 210, Restiiigtestt’ : : 
. bs 


tad : 
egg, Ste 
Slavin, - 

* nuchois, 


myn OSEAN, Woleott, Special Axent, FBT. 


lo De Bstents possessions at, Bekins Warehouse ; Pasadena, California. : 


napector divin advised thet the material peLouging to De. Reon . 
Was pe in numerous wooden cases’ snd that he - conducted a “sample”, search 
onty. In this conbevtion, three cases of papers and books vere examined, the 
purpose ‘being to obtain a sufficient sample of the material to obtain guthority. . 
for legal seizure, in order that the material wight be more thoroughly exémined 
by celentifically qualified personnel. _ The shipment belonging to Dr. fsien was 
to be exported to Commmist China via Hongkong aboard the S8 Presitient Wilson Tyom 
Sen Pedro, Garttomia,, someting during the weekend of August 26 throush 27, 1999. > 


: -By teletype asted August 24, 1950, the Los Angeles office of this 
“Bureau advised that Dr. Ysien, vpon arrival at Los Angeles from Washington ,D.c., 
“Was served by ihe Insigration and Naturalization Service with an order for- ‘ 
bidding his departure from the United States. A copy of this order. wes-aiso .._. 
_ served on the Auerican President’ Steanship Lines, making ‘them Ligble if they" 

, Furnished passage to Chine to Dr. Tsien. It is noted that he vas / scheduled 

%0 leave the United States, aboard’ the 55 President Wilson from San Pears $ 
California. sa : i 


: : The Los ‘Rngoles Office of “tontgration and Naturalization Service | 
has advised that they are taking action egeinss Dr. Tsien under the ami gration 
Act of 1918, which forbids subversive activity on the part of.aliens. They 
-elso advised thet the United Stetes Attorney at Los Angeles has issued 10 

the United Stakes Customs Service there an order authorizing the seizure of 


ihe. United States’ Customs Servige has furnished the Los Angeles 
Office of this Bureau the following: partial list of docunents which were 
fontained ia De. fsien's shipment: 


: a Pamphlet. - “Gigesehe ie Avronauties ee Gsallifornia: * at 
- Institute of Technology. Report on High Speed. Pressure 
coultntict, XSB2D-1 cowl, PRES 19h3 ? Chassifiestion 


Yenphiet = Sperry ayron cone Company ,, ‘Research gavorataties 3 
duly, 19W. Stability end Control Characteristics. ar 
“Airplanes Intended for Automatic Flight. Registered eoBy 
nunber 5232-3006 * slassifivation Sontthential. 


3. Paget - Guagenhein Aeronautics Leboratdry, california ea 

sittute of Technology. An investigation of possible methods 
re obtaining serddynawic deta at high mach numbers, Contract 
No. 133-938 AC 17. F (3592). classification, Se 


“2~ : : 2 stage ns 


Book + Glossary at Taglish aaa Fox selon henqusae ‘{oodes, ” 

_Sycibolc, Froject Hunbers, Abbreviations and Terus),- eDL-3tD, 
. ‘geleased Fevruary, 1945, preyered by Air Documents Division — 
Headquarters, Air Meneriel Command, Hright Pield, Dayton, Ohio, | 
: slessified seserieted. oo 


5, Book <The Dovid W., Taylor Model Basin ~ u. ‘S$. Wavy = Bart I, 


. Introduction to Non-Linear 1% echanics, acember + igh Boport am 
é (Topological Methods}, clessificciiea ree . 


6. Book dhe Dovid. lt Gayloe Wedel Basin = 0. 8. Navy = Part it, 
Introduction te Non-Linear Mechanics, Seprexbor,; 41985, Revort 
‘ (Anslytical hetheas), classification Pectmiehat.. : Lo, 


Y. Pesphlek.- Broun Univers oy ko Hetionel Advisory Con tee: fi 
-. . feronautles, Copy No. 7, Hay, 19k, Report ‘of Graphical. and a 

-. Analytical Methods for the Dateraingtion of a Rlow of, a Sy beg 
e Conpressible Fluid Around, an Obstacle, fa, classification 13st . 


8.. ‘Bangles ~ Broxin, Tniversity to National. Aawisory Gommitées for” 
Acronmrties , Copy to. Ty-May, 194, Report. .on Due Dimensional © 


Flows of, Coupres: sible. Flutds, classification restricted, , 


” Book = - DéukseheForsohutigeaustel t For Segelflugs EY Brust 
“paet, Z. e& Ainrinn So. 35385. Augist, 1gth, classification 
| GObiiderttal. : . . 


‘VWoteboot ~ Guided ‘tHsodies,. ‘their uoluéion and ‘pythetpies, 5 
by A. BR. Woyl, photostate ~ BY Ugh, ‘through Novenber,. 19HBy 
no classification, . . 


Pomphlet = sugginbieli- Aevonautled anobetory = - © getizomta 
Tastitare of technology, 2-Dimensional. Irrotational fixed. 
. Suhsonic and Supersonic’ Ploy. of. 2 Compressible Floid end “ 
| the Upper Critical Nach Wurber,, Copy Na. 16, Deceuber, 19h 
classification Reprieted. ~ . 


12. Pamphlet - Curtiss, Regeareh ‘paboratory sercaydseies Dopartasnt, : 
. Buffalo, New York, An Approximate Constriction Correction for... 
' High-Speed Closed-Throat tind funnel Date Renorl Ho. 5 > BE 

~ Lok, classification. Soufidentisk: s 


43e ‘Pauphiet - Brown ‘University to National favisory Comaittes for 
- +. Aeronaxties Plastic Buckling of a Rectangular Plate Under Bége 
Tordsts, Copy Ho. 26, Marek y, ists classification gasrietah,- 


, Uh. Pamphlet « * guegenheim setonautiesi iaboretory ~ California ~~ 
Soko * 4. Tnsthiate of Pechnology, ture Notes on Bich, ‘Temperature 
; Vos (eeterial, Aphb, classification FiRteietad.. . 


15. _ Pespiet = guagenneua Asronatibies Laboratory - ‘california _ < 
' Institute of Technology, Investigation of. ‘the. Stabilisy of 48 
the Lawinar Boundary bayer in a Cotipressibie Mluid, Copy No. 16, 
Hovetber, igs. Contract HoMW2IDN, classification conPidentis. 


16; “Banphiet = Tesy Deporttion’ 2 Bizean oF Acronaubies = teshington, 
\o, . « Navaer SF=21 Structures, Meno Mo. 21, Diseussion of the Theory 
wr 8 ‘of Compressible Fluids as Teveloged by Dr. Leonard M. Greene, - 
- clagsifieation. sonridential. - - . Sty 


Lf. Panphlet «A Coures in Jet Rropulsion Given ‘Por: ‘tha - Armed, 
° . Forees by California Institute of Technolosy” Setonautical a : 
/ Pspartuent 3 March 9 dine Qe i9lh, Claseiflention gonrtdeattals 


Pamphlet - , Gugestihetin feronautics Laboratory; ‘Gelivoraia . 
Tnstitute-of Technology. ~ Rocket Research Project, “the Rocket 
_ Motor and ts Applications as an Auxiliery to the Fower Plants “ 
of Conventional Aireraft, Heport 1 Ho. ay fugust,: 1938, . 


classification & ‘Somtideatint =. 


» Panyhles - x Lectures i, through IV; 
“Chagsifieation penrrietad. | : 


et sropitcton B, om, - : 


_Borzespondenge’ aaa. papers ea pazaromia. anatitute of technology” 
‘and Jobus Hopkins University, and Yechnical. Bata ~ National 

Advisory Comittee for Aeronauties. and Dr. Milliken, Calivomia 
institute of Technology, Naval Air Yateriel Center, Philadelphia, 
and De. Uillikan, Calivornia Institute’ of. Teck LORY slessificat 


| Mopiidentiat ond 7 


” Patines! - Jee Les, we ences; go. P. Course Hotes, crm, : 
Thernojets Without Hechaniesl Conpressors. Aeropuise , slascifieats 


. Pauplites EDs Misattsa, 4 Copy. No. 6, ‘yo. 79° Beto, whe reuiehing: 
See Hlesile ‘Br ‘Sugezsonie. Flight, ‘April, ag aa sts ussifleat: 


The Offiee of Raval Tnteltigenss and the office of Special 
| Investigations. and G-2 are requested to advise at the eerliast possible 
~ daté-whether the uateriel eontained in Dr. fsien'’s shipuient is classified . .- 
and the person able to testify io that classification. ‘It is also xequested 
“thet those agencies advise whether the furnishing of the material. to any. , 
-nation would jeopardize’ the national defense of the United States, -vhet 


portion of “the material: is Boveranene Braperty, and 3£ ‘so, the c enter . 
value of that material, saad ; : 


“fhe information echteined hoxeia bas been nade available. to the 


"Bey partment.of Justice. You wil be > advised, of all additions) seroma on eet 
+.’ Peeeived In this matter, 


ce = Dirsetor of ‘Special. Investigations “Ge = Ur. Doan Pe Hedelie* 28 So 

“fhe Tosrector Genéval : i ,Ghie?, Enforcement Section: ; oS, 

. Departuent of ‘the Air Fores wo + QPfiee oP Industry and Com: tee 
The Pentagon . wu. 8. Depertment: of Commerce * 

ee 5 DA ‘Room: “oh06, Temporary F Building |. 

: Uith ‘ond Cons’ eitmtion Avenue, a. 


LAS sistant Chief of Stars 
a Dapartment of the. sara. 

: The, - Peategon. 

: Washington 25, D.C. 


See Attentlog:. 6 ge “Seoultay © tiesniag sea ; 


. Fry Jack:d, feet 
Associate Chier : 
- Division of Security ~ 
‘Department of State ; 
515. = 22nd. Street, Ue We 
Washington, D.C., i 
£ ~ BE evliotat isso) 


The fouatsstoner | : pes 
; Tutigration and Weturelizetion Service 


ky ‘ . Transmit the following message to: SAG, LOS “ANGELES 


e STATES DEPARTMENT. OF verry 
‘ enn EN 4 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.’ AUGUST 23, 1986 ; 


URGENT ~ 


dere A Dé 


Gur DASH’ SHEN “sim, spond DASH Ry | REURTELS AUGUSE TRNTY TWO AND 

TWENTY. THREE, FIFTY, snp “uy ‘tars SANE DATES. “SUBRIT ‘DAMpLARELY BE 
"DETAILED TELETYPE COMPLETE Lis? oF ALL CLASSIFIED OR RESTRICTED DoowREENES 
- WHICH SUBJECT INTENDED TO SHIP TO OHINA, TOGRTRER WITH DESCRIPTION AND 


: TORNEITY OF PERSON. WHO CAN PESLIFY AS'TO CLASSIFICATION. | ALSO. SUBEIT ALL ° 


“NECESSARY INFORMATION REGARDING SEARCH WHICH WILL ENABLE DEPARTHENT TO 
” DETERUINE IF E2PIONAGE VIOLATION axIS a8 « HEPORT SHOULD FOLLOW 


TLMEDIATELY 5 
HOOVER |; 
: - ALL INEOR MATION CONTAINED 
Atel, “oo 2 HEREIN S ee rl Di ; 
WAKSEEN wae DATE: 2) BYa Lf S 


“fotson 
Glavin 
kate 


BONEBRNARBBSRBR 19. 
F . 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION “| -, Ge-150 Ee - 


Avotatasé attorney Gonored 
SJGRGT Ha Deiacrney : 
Btreckor, PRE 


aoeee Ds 1: Skye 

: oy 4\ Seu ys 

: deference ig. nade te Oy Ge. Se cated sugeee Os 
io tn agtiowad catign.s. E 


: She hou Aayeloe “yy Hob Pr, thts Duyean nad ue pardiahed 
Bie presoat glade tftaatton OF tho faliscing onion 3G midel were 
0. gon gabaed tm th ght pe & poten yang ee. ary Palen, Gita ohtpnenty .- 
Beate according ty Be inves Eeeeea: GBS SOTUIEg wo 8 be arported : 
ne Baas theo roar coe 3 


PORT Dy talisoraas CUP Ay Bae x 
whe eNipoent waa destined to Br. Palen, : uhe. alse "plabned 
ta Lente the tat ted bates Jor Chéue during thet gerteds The 

ids Sggoles ofjftee hao sloo farnighed te teeut 3H OF BER, pePaons 
she gon Sogdi fy as to. ia aeseduconigs ia the aeons keretn ce 
:, gecertkeds - : ee ee 


de. Gi, (ledaury af Dag bhisk ald. pereton Been Bite eo ah e 
language, Soden, Gym olsy project HUNG Sy. aa? 
gberewiagicds cad ferndy. FaDE<S-2G released , 
. Pobewaras Bec, prepored by Bir Baesnoits 
Stuteton, Eeséguarters, stv Meteriel, Poccand; 
 oPdght Figdd, Sayeony : bates Eg. 
: beam doelared parereeted be Soha Le 
wh Chieys, Intellij geree’ snd 
Bae bageles Ae Fared Proew rae y 


Jefe epurce 


ie ae abe leotyr 0 SE. phrouge 


Q 
he ‘3! 
‘ agtes abareo Jets ia bhout Mechaiteal. Cougreseers : 


saa a Pespules, ane. ead onc faurgh Yueh: | 
cht Big hide hea: dexlared elanotsicd | 

by sebon Le taylor, uagikncer Bg as 
acer ined go Lae sngeles - -sagingering Baeke. agatee ae 
af bi? Laterted., Borman : 


Oe Panbhlet, | 6. othes, Ope sf 

-Eounektiag of -& vin eG iggite ‘for eharsante 

. Blight, ? aprid, 2eda, Ghia. den has elec been 

,. €eelarad ele tow bust, _pruta Ely 20 higher . bhnm 
i he : 


: os ‘omebing thon By 


d ‘pooktint, army Ground. Faroe affteenta gutted , 
: ieaiie Toxrads april, Igo, Leature o& ‘Seuekoge a 
peak and “appl teati one BY Boge ter Bookeia” by 
. Ptohard £. Gaebler, published by Aerajet igtadering » 
. Corporation, : Aguaa,s Onli fornitin. Ghig thes has 
eon deelarad Fusteictad by Uilitan Llesch, | fete 
Generad 2 canagery sorajot maginearing Corporations - 
seueas dealt fornt ae . 


~ fnspeeter Garin ag the atted stetes ituotoas ‘gerutee ob 
uo kos angeles ‘hea stated that. the eonple te. exatdan ston ana otanaé~ 
| Sioatton of the desunenta aontdined tn de, Potou's ohipnert nay - 
pocatbiy be wonrloted by Soptonmber I, eee ta sidi long art ght 
. Feld, sir sagertel Command, 28 augue ai, 1950, requested that 
heir Lao Angeles oyftee. 
Service at Lon angeles forwaré all qlascifled papers aentaindd . 
in the: ahignent- oo orighe Ptold at Bayhons: inte, or darther 
; Popar teas ap. thie be fOr Ees 


: “" Se-peu fave bean: provton: Ly “Gat ced, ‘bred teien. hes: for 
géne tine plasded to redera to Ohiads 029 25: wast rornbodd Shak. Bh: 
ypeturn ie bethy delayed ay. un. onder served on Bis by the - . 
featgrasion and Saparaliastion < Gerpien whith. edytsen hin shat 
he fa fot te Leave the Ualted Giates., For thia raucon, 1% Fa . 
rogeaited dit you igutee ae Oubn ae potethly wheather ghe infor 
sation furntohéd gow im fhia metter ganas Stivtes a wisledkat on’. 
, ‘the pare af Be. Peter. of the bouage Sdatwtan ar ather Feder ral 
° (Dae You ar¢ alge regpeoted to adutae shat gor ther apeck fic” 
tnveati ation” Fa: deatred bu (you. bate $a. RSET | oe 


“ee & Bre 4 Peyton Pore “Hepu de wbbopneg 
: » Sbvondlons: % @ dager Meek oh 


gdeabor bo-have tha Upléea Géates Cdetora.~ 


We). 


AUGUST 25y 1950" = “meh 
_— SiO, 108 ANGELES. 


O- @ 
nso ton, sptoies = Re ad =0uR SEL Apensr ENRON, “TAS 
sou fea fa ‘ont ants ratomen eormen TIVESP CATA oF ecnstot ANY Fe - : 


AR sueritation indesane nm CORE orton OTTH THAT ses PUCNT ON IY ai sony" 
BE SoNBUOEED, or zasts OP WOR ING ‘ACERTLEET SET HSa BUREAU © OULD BE 


KOE Apisad oF a sonsttpate DIIELOPS ngs in 8. APTS 


— ‘oping DESTROYED 
#86. ‘Noy 14 isso 


od - ” . 5 a 


~ . = . . y 
sranonnh Font Ho e ¢ 


Office Memorandum ~ oxvrep stares GOVERNMENT 


to: MR. LADD 6: ILL INFORMATION CONTAINED>«re: august 91, -1950 
pe 5 wiser 
| 


ERE 
FROM : As He BEIM “OnE 4 ay BY. we 


SUBJECT; OusueG HEN TSIEN, ba. ie! ion : 
ESPIONAGE + RB. “ag 1" oe ele 
Rosen, 
On the morning of ‘August 31, 1950, Mr. Ray Whearty, ‘racy, 
of the Department, called to inquire whether we had a full-time i*™ 
surveillance onthe subject in Los Angeles. I advised him we Aeron 


did not; that we had conducted spot surveiliances from time to noses, 
time as warranted by our esptonage tnuestigation, but not for the caw. 
purpose of keeping him from leaving the country. Mr. Phearty 
advised that Customs and the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 
were not able to keep track of the subject and consequently he was 
fearful that the subject might leave the country. He advised that 
he had gone over the case carefully on the basis of information we 
‘had furnished and he was of the opinion that prosecution should be 
considered for violation of the Esptonage Statute. He advised that 
unless we object, he was going to call United States Attorney Tolin 
at Los Angeles and request that Tolin go over the case carefully 
and appraise the information available for the purpose of authori zing 
@ complaint and warrant against the subject, charging him wtth . 
violation of the Espionage Statute because of his possession -of 
clessified information which he was attempting to remove from- the 
country. Mr. Fhearty is going to tell Mr. Toiin that if he has any 
doubts, he is to withhoid action until complete reports have been 
received from the Department of Defense as to the classified nature 

of this material. However, Whearty is satisfied that there ure grounds 
to go ahead. 


. I advised Mr. Whearty that in accordance with his request 
we would have an Agent of the Los Angeles Office present the facts 
of this case to Mr. olin this morning for his consideration. I advised 
that the Department of Defense has not given us a definite reply as to, 
the classified nature of the material, but the Los Angeles Office advised 
us lést night thet two local representatives of the Air Force in Los 
Angeles were prepared to testify that certain documents were classif 


I then called SAC Hood at Los Angeles and requested that he v 
have this matter presented to Mr. Tolin factualiy and objectively. 
I suggested that inasmuch as it looked like the Department was favoring 
prosecution, he should get Agents out to locate the subject se that 
his whereabouts would be known. I requested Mr. Hood te advise the 
Bureau at once if Tolin authorizes prosecutions os 


Hr. Whearty called me back a few minutes later to advise that 
he had spoken to Mr. Tolin, who was favorable to the idea of prosecution, 


-and that Tolin would go over the matter with the Agents to see ele 
the facts warranted prosecution. at this time. (4s 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 


In connection with possible proceedings against the subject 
based on his removal and possession of classified material, Mr. 
hearty requested that we advise the Department of the exact dates 
of the subject's employment at vartous locations in order that 1% 
can be determined from what sources and under what employment he 
secured this material. I advised him we would check on this. 


AGTION : 


We are checking on this information and will send it to 
the Department. 


: Transmit, the’ following message to: BAGS LOS. ANGELES a 
i deb aa 
STE-SHER TSIEN, ESPSR». “DEPARTHEN® EAS. REOUE TE: 


vv BIE 


. DATA- aBoURDING THE’ ‘DATES ‘oF susdeer 


| BUPLOYHEN? 80: HAP tras ee 
° DIME oF THE maxi OF “DHE Doe minis cay ‘BE ESTABLISHED. ; 
- commaer MEGESSARY ravEst reat row AND URNISH, INMEDIATELY- 
= DETAILED Dard as FO. DATES oF y 


BupLorupnns ow PART OF. 


susdecr WHICH GAVE Hie “woos nas onda FreD wat FAT wo OND 23: 
TW SREPABEE.. a 


"BLL INFORMAT 
HEREIN 15 UNC 


: 


Sia Memorandum e UNITED or Mes GOVERNMENT 


TO : The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: August 31, 1950 
dames M. NeInerney, Assistant Attomey Genera yy ’ JMM:WEF sam 
0) Capi {Division 
HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, with alias 146-200-5450 
ESPLONAGE - R. 
Bac soon mS My : 
204 lo oan 


This will confirm the Solsndne Le between 
Mr. Whearty of this Division and Mr. Belmont of the Bureau in 
the above captioned matter. ‘ : al | 


: ‘ Ed, 
In accordance therewith it is requested that the Bureau Het 


make available to the United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of California the material in the above captioned matter 
for his opinion as to prosecutions 


The United States Attorney has been instructed that if he 
is nob satisfied as to the classification of the documents he 
should withhold action pending further information regarding the 
classified nature of the documents. However, if he is satisfied 
as to the evidence he was authorized to institute process. 


’ This will confirm Mr. Whearty's request that the Bureau 
a furnish more detailed data regarding the dates of subject's 
\ 


ment so that the time of the taking of the d uments 
established, 


RECORDED - 39 


General <" 


Gimesperm. August 18, 1950 


. “fostsdant Abborney 
.. Janes I Helnerney 


Director, Par. : a 7 
- DR. NSUB-sHOY TaTE¥, with altas 


John if, Deeker “Le PTO 
- ESPTONAON = Ro? - ... CLASSIFIED 
OS -: DECLASSIF 


, There are attachéd, ‘for your ‘information, toptes of the 
| following reports which concern the above-naned. Chinese nationals, 


Report of Spoctal Agent Hollis: VW. Boilers, daved Iny . 
245 1949, at-Vashtngton, Dee 


Lepert of Spectal Agen’ Prederiek Lhe Lanner, dated 
June 6, 1949, at Boston, Massachusetts. = : 


Reports of Spectal Agent Arthur O.. Wettenburg, dated 
August 29,1949; Novenber 30, 19493 February. 24, 1950; 
March 30, 195G,.and July 21,. 1950, at tos Angeles; 


Californias. 


\ Phe. following adéttional information coneerning Br. Teten 3. 
hag recently come to the qttention of this -Burea Lr Se 


wou On Auguet 2, 1950, Wilitam Zischy General Manager, Aerojet - 
., Sagineertng Company, advised. the Los Angeles Office of this Aureau 
that Dry Haue-Shen fetén'had been retuined by Aerojet as a Con~ oe 
aultant, but had been.dénted aecess’ to clasetpied infornation hy - 
- the Heavy. fhe reason for dental was. unknown to -Ziseh.: At the.” 2 
-> Sane tine, Mrs. Ztsch stated that he had heen told hy Dr..faten thot’ 
' ke planned to.return to China ot the end of August and thet. he Rade _ 
“reacived several connuntcations fron hig father in Shanghat, ree - 
“questing. that he return, .He had also. reeéntly received a. eableynpn 
“ from an unknown individual-in Peking; Chine, requesting thatch@ 

return there ond join a tecknical legation. that was planning>te go 
to East Germany for a technical meetings. Mr. Zisch stated Phat.” ot 
‘Lr,’ Heue~Shen Tsien did not indtente gny. particular interest :2: Sieg 
: returning to China, but di@"indiayte that possibly sone pressime | 
was. being brought upon his fattien.te have him.return. Sir. Biash 
added that both he and Dr. FF Suteky, also a setentiat Parad 
. Aerojet, believed thet. Dre, J hen Bat Z 
‘Stoteas Te ad 


onegg, 
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ir. Gisch also advised thet he has taken this néteer up 
with Dan 4. Rinball, Under Secretary of the Navy, wha was. formerly: 
connected with the Aerojet Engineering Company, and that. he planned 
to take the matter up with Mr. Kinball again on August 2, 1950, ° 
during a visit to Washington. Mr. Zisch added that .he regards., 
Dr. Haue-Shen Tsten as one of the top twenty setentists in the - : 
United States who would. be in a poattion to furnish valuable infor-. 
nation to the Russians if he were go tnelined. | This. information 
was made avallable to.the Office of Naval Intelligences. 
Department of the Arny, and the. Office of Spectad dnves 
‘Departnent. af: the Atr Force. 


: “The office ‘Of Navel Inteiligence ‘has been advised: that this E fe 
‘Bureau will take ho action to prenene 2 or delay: Dre Faten's: return” 
< ae ohina. Gedieehs ds 


The ‘foregotng tnPornatton and the attached feeaes are : 
furnished. for your information and for any action Ghat you mae dem 
“. etre to. take in regan « te this matters ee . , é 


: net . 
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& 
Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO ?Mr. D. MU. Ladd 


FROM : A, Hy anil 


o. a) 
SUBJECT: ESUB~SHEN “hs To, wa 
John US“Decker 
ESPIONAGE - B 


paTE-August 14, 1950 


M RUTOMATIC 


Purpose: : 


To advise that William Zisch, Generali Manager of = =———— 

Aerojet Engineering Company, for whom subject works, has advised that 
subject has been denied clearance by the Navy and plans to return 

to China at the end of August. According to Zisch, ‘subject has 
received @ cablegram from China, reqiesting his return to join @ © 
technical legation which its traveling to Hast Germany, Zisch re- 

gards subject as one of twenty top sctentists and states he has 
knowledge Sproposed u. &. developments for next several years and 

could furkish valuable information to the Soviets tf so inclined. 


Zisch has taken this matter up with Dan Kimball, Under- 
seoretary of the Navy, who directed ONT interview Zisch. After 
interview, ONI submitted memorandum for their file, with copy to 
us, indicating they will take no action but are referring the 
matter to us for any further investigation we may desire. 


This memorandum recommends that we furnish facts regarding 
the matter to the Department for any action they may desire and ad- 
vise ONI that we will take no actton in regard to subject's 


returning $0 Ching. ALL INFORMATICN COHTAIRED 


Backgrounds HEREW IS UNCLASSIFIED | 
: EXGevT WHENE SHOW 
Birth and Citizenship : OTHERWISE sk 
ot Subject was born at Shanghai, China, on September 2, 1909. | 
He is @ citizen of the Chinese Republic. Subject has resided in thes 
United States since September 3, 1985, except for brief pertods, Kb 


On January 14, 1949, he filed an "application for certificate of ~ 
arrival and preliminary form declaration of intention to become a 
u. 8S. citizen.” ., (121~21450-4,9) 


Education and Enployment 


Subject was educated at Chia-Tung University, Shanghai, 
China; the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and the California 
Institute of Technology. He received his Ph.D. from the latter 
institution in 1989, i 


No 
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Memorandum to Mr. Ladd 
Re~-HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, wa 


From 1938.t0 1948, subject was employed as a Research 
Fellow in Aeronautics at the Californta Institute of Technology. 
From 2943 to 1946, he occupied the following positions at that 
schools: Assistant Professor of Aeronautics, Associate Professor . 
of Aeronautics, and Chief of Research Analysts Section, Jet Pro- 
pulston Laboratory. From 1946 to 1949, subject was employed as 
a Professor at M.I.T. In the early part of 1949, he was appointed 
head of the Goddard Foundation for Advanced Research in the field 
of Jet Propulston, and consultant for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
at Caltech. The Jet Propulsion Laboratory is engaged in highly 


secret research for the armed forces. this employment 
in July, 1949. 5) 


BUREAU INVESTIGATION 
Basis 


Investigation of the subject was begun.in May, 1949, on 
‘the basis of his employment on classified government research and 
information in the files of the Los Angeles Office. These files 
revealed that in late 1988, subject joined Professional Section 
Number 128 of the Communist Party in Pasadena, California. He was 
assigned the Party name, John M. Decker, and 1939 Communist Party 
nembership book number 1004, This information was furnished Los 
Angeles by a reliable ihformant who copied the b7D 
data from the original Communist Party records. It wiil be, noted 
that this informant also furnished the names and membership records 
of approximately fifteen other members of the Professional Section, 
including that of Frank Oppenheimer and Stdney Weinbaum. Approxi~ 
mately seven of the individuals, whose names were furntshed by. the 
informant, have admitted their past membership on interview and are 
to be witnesses against Sidney Weinbaum who was recently indicted for 
perjury and fraud against the government. 


Additional basis for tnvestigation of subject was a report 


received in February, 1949, from an employee of the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, which stated that the employee had reservations concerning 


we 2 =n 


Menorandum to Mr. Ladd 
Re-~-HSUE~SHEN TSIEN, wa 


* 


the loyalty of a group of sctentists connected with the laboratory. 
It was stated that Sidney Weinbaum headed this group, and that the 
subject, who. was also an employee of the laboratory, was a close 
social acquaintance of Weinbaum. This report furnished no specific 
information concerning the individuals named. 


Results : 


The investigation of subject, which began in May, 1949, has 
consisted primarily of interviews with those former members of the 
Conmunist Party,who have admitted their past membership and are, to 
testify against Sidney Weinbaum at his coming trial. The following 
evidence of subject's past Communist Party membership and sympathies 
has been obtained in addition to that hereinbefore. set out: 


(1) Gustav Albrecht admitted his own membership in the 
Communist Party in 1939, and stated that he had observed the subject 
at enough meetings to make tt clearly apparent that the subject knew 
of the rabid pro-Communist sympathies of Weinbaum. Albrecht also 
Stated that he felt such attendance made the subject pro-Communist 
in 1989. At a later date, Albrecht retracted the information con-n3 
cerning the subject, stating that he mu. ve 5} misunderstood. b7e 

j ty 


(2) outs Berkus, another admitted member, advised on inter- 
view on October 26, 1949, that he remembered subject in attendance 


at meetings which he believed to be regularly convened meetings of 
the Communist Party. (he) 


(3) In January, 1950, the files os the llth Naval District 
(Los Angeles) were reviewed and revealed a report from a reliable 
informant, now deceased, that H. S. Tsien, in 1942, attended Con- 
munist Party meetings in Pasadena, and was a Communist. These files 
also revealed that the above name appeared on the subscription list 
of the "People's World," West Coast Compuniai—nepspaper 

13 

(4) Investigation has revealed that subject, in 1946, was 
instrumental in bringing Weinbaum into the Jet Propulston Laboratory. 
Subject has continued in close social contact with Weinbaum, tn spite 
of his knowledge of the clearance difficulties on the part of Weinbaum. | 


ar: 
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INTERVIEWS WITH SUBJECT . 

On May 25, 1950, Los Angeles was authorized to interview 
subject in an effort to secure an admission of his own Communist 
Party membership and activities, as well as those of Weinbaun, 
whose case had been ordered presented to the United States. Attorney 
at Los Angeles for prosecution for perjury. It was believed that 
subject's being an Glien would assist tn securing hts cooperation. 


On June 16, 1950, ‘the date that Weinbaum was arrested, the 
Liaison Section advised that a representative of OSI had telephoni- 
cally informed the “yreau that subject had resigned from Galtech and 
was leaving for China. OSI could furnish no further information 
regarding this. .0n the same date, the Los Angeles Office was ad~ 
vised by teletype to submit the facts surrounding this resignation. 


By teletype dated June 17, 1950, Los Angeles advised that 
the interview with subject took place on June 6, 1950, at th tch 
time subject dented past or presen BURLSL LEC  MEDPELERAD «. 

In the same té&Tetype, Tos Angeles advised that OST had 
informed them, on June 14, 1950, that they had received 


information from a@ Navy source that subject had been denied access 
to classified material. 


On June 19, 1950, subject, Gt LISLE MAS ly WA Snab be Lu tewe d 
by Los Angeles regarding his resignatton. Subject advised that as 
a result of the original Bureau interview, he had gone to his i 
supertor Gt Caltech and offered to tender his restgnation on the : 
theory that as an alien he was a guest in the United States and, 
as a cloud of suspicion had fallen on him, he felt he should depart. 
At the conclusion of the intervtew he stated that he was willing to 
be interviewed at any time the Bureau desired. 


w- 4 = 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


On June 27, 1950, Admiral Carl Espe, Deputy Director of 
ONI, advised the Liaison Section that subject had resigned his 
position at Caltech and indicated the reason given was “embarrass~ 
ment caused by investigation on the part of the FBI.” 


As a result of the above, Los Angeles was advised to have 
no further contact with subject, and a detailed memorandum was sub~ 
mitted to you on June 29, 1950, concerning subject. 


By teletype dated June 29, 1950, Los Angeles advised that 
lon June 20, 1950, subject had been advised of the denial of clearance 
to classified information by the Navy, and that Caltech officiais 
have stated that they are initiating an appeal on behalf of subject. 
Phe teletype further advised that it appears unlitkely that subject 
Es actually resigning and his offer to do so appeared merely a 
Moesture.” Los Angeles stated that the ONI statement, regarding 
mbarrassment on the part of the subject, probably meant that sub- 
ject personally became embarrassed upon learning of the tnvestigation 
rather than that he was embarrassed before his colleagues. 


By teletype dated August 2, 1950, Los Angeles advised that 
Willtam Ziseh, General Manager of the Aerojet Engineering Company, 
had advised that subject had been denied access to classified infor- 
mation by the Navy, but was still employed as a consultant by 
Aerojet. Zisch stated that subject, according to his own statements, 
planned to return to China at the end of August, 1950, and that, 
although subject had indicated no interest in returning, he had re- 
ceived cables from his father, urging his return, and a cable fron 
an unknown person requesting that he join a technical staff that was 
to travel to East Germany. Subject, according to Zisch, felt that 
ipressure was being brought on his father to have him return. Zisch 
stated that he felt subject was loyal to the United States and was 
one of twenty top scientists in the’ United States, who could furnish 
valuable information to the Russians if he were so inclined. Zisch 
stated that he intended to see Dan Kimball, Under-Secretary of the 
Navy, concerning subject on August 2, 1950. This information was 
furnished to G42, ONI, and OSI by memorandum dated August 10, 1950. 
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RECOMMENDATION 


That pertinent information concerning subject be furnished 
the Department for any action they may destre to take in regard 
to subject's leaving the United States. 


That ONI be advised that all avatiable information has been 
furnished them and that no action to delay subject's departure wt1l 
be taken by the Bureaus 


. STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ; ~ 


, Office Memohfndum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : THE DIRECTOR DATE: August 16, 1950 


FROM : oD, WM. Ladd . a 
0. oo le 


SUBJECT: HSUE-SHEN TSIEW, wa 


Glavin, 


John M~Decker nichole, 
x ESPIONAGE - BR 0800 
Ae - to 


Harbo, 


ne 


Admiral Sowers called mé on August IS in the absence” 
of the Director and referred to the case of Hsue-Shen Me 
fsten, Espionage ~ Re He stated that Undersecretary of canty_ 
the Navy Kimédl had contacted him and had stated: that 
Tsien possessed considerable classified information an uted 
that he had learned that Tsien was returning to China, wh 
He was wondering whether any steps could be taken to keep 
| hin from returning. , ths fy i. My 


Admiral Souers stated.he was not calling for the 
White House but was merely calling in the. interest of 
Dan Kimball and that we should not consider this an ,. 
official call from the White House. . Ke J 


I informed Admiral Souers that the Bureau had 
received information concerning fstien-from ONI and that a 
menorandum had been submitted to the Department on 
August 14, 1950, with reference to this tndividual. 

In view, however, of the inerest of Undersecretary of 
the Navy Kimball, there is attached a follow-up 
nenorandum to Mr. McInerney concerning this problem. 


| ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
| put:daa = HEREIN IS U UNCLASSIEND ! 


) DATE Y[so/te BY sezcLe/ LA) 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO Of uR. v. PB. 2 : DATE: august 18, 1950 
poten 


FROM : Gy. used? ti 
Of D . avin 
suajECT: “ysuR-GHEN TSIEN, wa. why 
Jom M/Deoker - b3 : seen, 
an ESPIONAGE BIE mer 
fhe (Bureau tucel . mst 
. - 


Noase, 
Colonel Middleton, Chief, Security and Training Brangh, andy, r] 
G-2, has advised that General Simon, Ordnance, contacted him — 
recently, stating he was greatly concerned about-the subject yi 
that it had been reported to him that subject intended to 
leave the United States to return to China around September I, 
1950. General Simon advised Colonel Middleton that subject is 
. one of the seven foremost authorities in the world on jet 
propulsion and is aware of the latest U. 5. developments on 
this subject. 


Colonel Middleton pointed out that subject had been 
recently denied access to classified information by the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Security Review Board, and as a resulit,, 
Dr. Tsien decided to return to China.. Genéral, Simon asked 
Colonel Middleton if there was any action which could be taken 
to keep subject from returning to China, General Simon felt 

. sure that upon subject's return, he would immediately communicate 
with the Chinese Communists and would furmish them the latest 
information concerning developnents in jet propulsion in this 
countrys 


Colonel Middleton was advised that the Bureau was con- 
ducting an Espionage investigation on subject but any action 
to be taken to detain subject should be discussed by the Army i 
with appropriate authorities in the State Department. Colonel 
Middleton asked that he be advised of the latest developments e 
in the Bureau's investigation and whether there was any 


possibility of criminal Prosecution. Aj] INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
son DATES [aoa BY Hl 


It is recommended this memorandum be ley to the 
Espionage Section and that Liaison be informed of the status of 
this investigation so that Colonel Middleton may be advised. 
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. Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO MR. A. H. BELM DATE: August 22, 1950 
‘oteon, 
PROM : MR, C. E. HENN. wat 
5 5 . cresg. 
* SUBJECT: pr use Shien Chsren wan 
wa. John UiDecker . foo. 
ESPIONAGE - BR icy, 


naxbo 
vote 

John Philips of OIC, Commerce Department, called ‘Tes, Ron. 

on the afternoon of August 22. He stated that OIC had Neese__ 

received a call from Ur. Gorin of the Customs Service 

in New York to the effect that he had opened crates of 

material which the subject had deltverel.to Bekins Storage , 

Warehouse, and jhese crates contained considerable quantities 

of material jet propulsion and nuclear rockets. The 

subject had instructed that these crates. be shipped to the 

China Mainland and that an export declaration be made on 

the crates. This declaration was not made. 

y 


dir. Philips stated that under regulations these 
crates could be held for ten days and then they would have 
to get an official seizure against the goods. He stated that 
OIC has instructed Customs to seize these goods for further 
am lysis. 


ACTION: 


\ None. For your information. 
\, . 


\, 
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“4 Gffice Mem anduim « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To 
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EF" arom: 


SUBJECT: 


| WRe Ac He Ad DATE: August 22, 195Q.r0m, 
tea 

" ae 
Ce A Henrich Ne, iene 
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DR. HSUR-SHEN TSIEN, Wae 


John ue-decker ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ,, 0 i 


Bedont, 


ESPIONAGE ~ R HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED bE 
Bureau field DATE S/b/?o BYSpacie clK (6. wenee__ 


Reference is made to the attached memorandum from a silea 
CG. W. Bates to VY. P. Keay dated August 18, 1950, captioned as won feed 
which requests that Liaison be informed of the status of the 
er Jvc 


investigation of subject so they can advise’ Colonel Middleton, 

Chief, Security and Training Branch, G-2, who is coricerned ov 

the fact that subject plans to return to China. According-to / i Noe 
Colonel Middleton subject can furnish the Chinese Communists 

the latest information concerning developments in det propulsion 

in this country. 


BACKGROUND 


As you are aware, subject is a citizen of China who has 
been in the United States for the past 10 years, He is presently 
employed at the Jet Propulsion Iaboratory, California Institute of 
Technology, and the Aerojet Engineering Company in California. 
Investigation of the subject was begun in May, 1949, on the basis 
of his employment and information in our files indicating Commynist 
Party membership in 1939. ‘Investigation has failed to reveal any 
Communist Party activity since 1939, however, it has been determined 
that subject is a close friend of Sidney Weinbaum who is to be tried 
late this month on a charge of perjury which grew out of his recent 
denials of CP membership from 1939 to 1941. 


Subject was interviewed June 6, 1950, and denied ever 
having been a member of the Communist Party. 


As you are also aware, the Los Angeles Office on August 2, 
1950, advised that William Zisch, general manager of the Aerojet 
Engineering Company, had informed’that office that subject planned 
to return to China about the end of August, 1950, and that subject 
was regarded by Zisch as one of the 20 top scientists in the United |. 
States who could furnish valuable information to the Soviets if so 
inclined. Mr. Zisch stated that he intended to see Dan Kimball, 
Undersecretary of the Navy, concerning subject on August 2, 1950. 
He added that he felt subject was loyal to the United States and he 
desired to take stepsizte have subject remain in this country. b3 


On August 14, 1950, the facts of this case were furnished 
the Department together with recent developments concerning 
subject's return. The information was furnished for any action the 
Department may desire to take in connection with subject's return 
+o China, On the same date ONI was advised that the Bureau would take 
no steps to prevent or delay subjéct's return to China and that 
pertinent information had been made available to the Department. 
3% will be noted that ONI had previously advised that at the request 
p of Dan Kimball, Undersecretary of the Navy, they had interviewed 
William Zisch of Aerojet and had made no commitments to him and were 
furnishing the results of their interview so that the Bureau might 
be able to take any further action desired. 


RECOMMENDATION 
It ig recommended that Iiaisén advise Colonel Middleton 


(1) That all available information developed during 
the investigation of subject has been furnished 
to G-2, ONE, and OSI. . 


{2} That the sate information was furnished Assistant 
Attorney General James M. McInerney on August 14, 
1950, for any action the Department may desire to 
take in this matter and that we will take no action 
to prevent or delay subject's departure from the 
United States unless so requested by the Department. 


(3) That William Zisch, general manager of the Aerojet 
Engineering Company has discussed the matter of 
subject's return to China with Dan Kimball, 

- Undersecretary of the Navy, however, the Bureau 
has not been advised of any action taken by 
Mr. Kimball. 


fir, Polson 
Pht, Lode 


Ba. Glavin 
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Mr. Neasa 


WASH 2 FROM Los ANGELES 23 21-47 PM Keli 


RECTOR, pererrep ALL INFORMATION} CARED 
. HERE : FIED 
o — /} O SAE ES /76 i BRCLIES 


“ 
HSUE DASH’ SHEN TSIEN, ESP. Re REURTEL TUENTY TWO LAST. SEARCH MADE 
LEGALLY BY INSPECTOR ROY GORIN, US. CUSTOMS, LA, UNDER PROVISTON EX~ 


PORT CONTROL ACTs GORIN WILL CONSULT WITH USA, LA, INSTANT DATE To / “ 
OBTAIN AUTHORITY FOR! SEIZURE OF SUBJECTS BOOKS AND PAPERS UNDER EXPORT 
CONTROL ACT. UNLESS SEIZED, PAPERS WILL BE SHIPPED TO COMMUNIST CHINA 
VIA HONG KONG ABOARD SS PRESIDENT WILSON FROM SAN PEDRO, AUG. TYENTYSIX 
NEXT. SUBJ." MAY DEPART SAME DATE. AMSD LETTER FOLLOWS RE CLASSIFIED 
DOCUMENTS OpsERVED BY SA. 


* HOOD 
TIME THIS MSG SHOULD BE 10-47 py 
HOLD PLS qe h 
¥ 
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STANDARD FORM Wo, 64 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To : A. H. Belmo 


FROM : G. E. Hen 


0 


DATE: August 23, 1954,,.., 
Lada 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
IN TS UNCLAS: 


SUBJECT: “HSUE-SHEN ISTEN 


DATES {1/72 


afte 


octelbs 


Mr. T. Oscar Smith in Peyton Ford's office called on 
August 23. He stated he has received information that Customs 
has seized material of the subject on August 21 and that an 
FBI Agent was present at the time of the seizure, and he requested 
that the Department be furnished with any information available 
regarding the articles tn the possession of the subject which 
were seized by Customs, 
mation regarding the seizure by Customs and such information as 
we have would be transtittted to the Department immediately. 
told him that upon receipt of more detailed information that too 
would. be sent to the Department. 


for his attention. 


I told him that we had general infor- 


He requested that tt be sent 


Smith informed also that he understood that the subject is 
in Washington in connection with his appeal for clearance Jor access 
to restricted data and that on August 82 he spent considerable 
time with a Mr. McDonald of the Department of Navy. 
that he had been in touch with McDonald and McDonald indicated 
that he had talked with the subject for some time. 
suggested that the Bureau might destre to interview ¥cDonald 
to find out what he had talked to the subject about. 
Smith that tf he had any particular ttems that he wanted us to 
interview McDonald about that we would consider such an interview. 
However, in the absence of a specific request there appeared to 
be no reason why we should 
talking with the subject. 
suggestion and that he had 


interviewed about. 


Smith said 


interview McDonald as he was merely 
Snith said that he had merely made the 
no specific items he wanted McDonald 


that the Immigration Service had been 


Smith further stated 
asked to post a lookout to 
from the United States. 


ACTION 


prevent thé subject from depérting 


There ts attached a memorandum «fer the Criminal Division, 
with a copy for Smith, setting forth information received from 
the Los Angeles Office regarding the seizure by Customs, 


Attachment 


Of Memorandum - UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT 


| gg Dwtere BE , par: August 23, 1950 
mn Orla, “atk DS 
. HERE oS 


me) “Renytel dabed 20/50: : DAT 
an * Search. of-subject's | books and ‘papers’ conducted by Tispector ROY. 

“CORD, Te By: ‘Bureau of Customs, Los Angeles, California, who advised ‘search 

was legal: iy accordance with U.S. Export Control Laws. At invitation of ~ 

. . Inspector conIN, “the following ‘4 ‘individuals were present as observers’ for « -" 

’ other agencies: 4 ; . in . 

* oo oa 5 . . 

Major IXMAN P. “DAVISON, ; 

Los Angeles Field Office; =< 

Air Forte Erqourensnt. ~ 


ory Be Wemaves; 0 
: Spécial Agent, ’ ts. Department, of State 3 


ses GEORGE PORTER, 
’ ed tos Angebes. ” 


8. 6. wou, Pe ~ 
aL" Agent, F.Betee oo . : a 


: tat Inspector Pon ‘ad¥isés no list. OF. anventory: of. thee above: mentioried’ 

_ ‘Isimnts papers hag been prepared by Subject, Bekins Warehouse, | or-anyone else | 

“to his ‘knowledge “Subject 's: papers packed in numerous wooden cases, and. GORIN — 

. condicted sample search only. In this connection three eases. of papers and 

* Bécks were examineds GORIN states his interest ‘was in seeing large enough <1: * 

+ sampling’ of papers to warrant making effort to obtain authority for. Legal seizure , 
and to have material "a tore , bhoroughly exemifed by. Sefentiticaty cual fie 

“sonnel... ; r 


. fe tiopoobor GORIN advised ite will Vrisig instant: natter befo: 
Attorney, Los Angeles, the morning of August 235 1950-in order to obtain |: 
authorization for Seizure. Unless delayed by such Seizure, these books and °.. 
papers will-be exported as, scheduled to ‘Conmunist China via Hongkong. aboard ts 
the SS President WILSON from San Pedro, ’California somébime during ';the weel 

“> August 26-27, 1950. Subjectts sailing date not mow to Inspector ( GOR, a 
he: believes TSIEN may, also ‘depart ‘on 8S President JHELSONs. ° 


“RSCW:MOR Se : ey 7 
2 pasos DX gt 


© SAC; Los Angeles 


ov ysis esti, °° 
- "" psprowagee 


"August 23, “1950. 


bo The foliswing itetis bearing: classification, marks were noted ty 
SA ROGER S.C. WOLCOTE Of this-office. during’ the above mentioned search of. 


three cases ‘taken. ab random; fron the shipment of papers. “be: nging ‘to TSTEN 


_ GQ) Davin W. TAYLOR Model Basta: 
OY. aa ot ‘Introduction to Non~Linear, Mechanics 


‘Part: 1, Report #534 dated 9/lily (U.SaMlavy): 


eG as. 


bter. dated ‘8/30/15 orl. Vetternead: of | 
_. fon ‘Agronautics, “1500 New Hanpshix 


‘Impose iniiity of Représenting an Entive Flow ‘Around a 
Profile’ by One. Series -of ‘Chaplygin Solutions," 
lassified as “RESTRICTED, a 
ter “dated 10/30/18 ‘on | 
627 “Ge t 


eorgia Avenue, Sil'ver Springs, . Maryland 


chéad."of Johns opkins ‘Univers: ty, 


“7 Re-Ge, HOPGOOD ee 


‘ . . vote it at 
‘Deutsche -Forschungsanstalt fur Segelflug ~ 
rnst Udet! ‘yeZt. Ainring." + 


ewe t 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To ir. D. My Ladg DATE: August 24, 1950 
FROM : V ces: Ladd ee 
OM: Ur. A. H. Bel Belmont eS 
. i) 2 oO olar Olevin, 
suByRCT: “nsueCéuew Goete rich en 


zspromacz - ¢ ALL INFORNMA anion’ 


HEREIE (5 UNGLAS 


rE 
DAT Ste PULL B&R 
At 7:08 pm this mite ASAC BY 


sworth, Los” 
Angeles Office, cailed concerning captioned matter. He (Se 
stated that naif an hour previously Immigration Inspector ( Io 


Jewells had advised an Agent of the Los Angeles Office th, 

the Immigration and Naturalization Service now has full 
Jurisdiction in this case. Jewells stated that this came Wolga 
about as a result of information furnished by the Bureau 

to the Central Office of INS that Jurisdiction was being 

turned over to that Agency. 


in view of the above Mr, Ellsworth wanted,to know 
whether full coverage of subject should be continued. 


He also stated that the United States Attorney tn 
Bos Angeles has advised that he wants the subject prevented 
from leaving the United States and wants the FBI to stop him 
in the event he goes aboard a@ plane or boat for the purpose of 
leaving the United States. 


He also stated that the Office of Naval Intelligence. 
is greatly interested in the subject, does not want him to 
leave, and has requested that he be surveilled by the Bureau and 
that he be prevented from leaving the country. 


Pursuant to instructions Supervisor Moynihan advised 
Mr. Ellsworth that the Bureau did not at any time turn over 
jurisdiction in this matten to INS, that the Bureau is very” i 
definitely interested in the esptonage angles of this case and dn 
that the Los Angeles Office should continue to handle this case <  ~ 
along the espionage lines. He was advised to continue to keep 
subject under surveillance and to adutse the Bureau of all 
developments. He was likewtse requested to furnish to the 
Bureau, as soon as the information ts obtatned, allydata relating 
to the secret classification of the.documents which subject 
had in his possesston and which were taken from him by the 
United States Customs on, August 21, 1950. 


“ @ @ 


Mr. Ellsworth was also advised that the Bureau cannot 
prevent the subject from leaving the United States unless the 
United States Attorney authorizes the apprehension of the tsubject 
by the Bureau on a basis of a violation committed by the subject 
within the investigative jurisdiction of the Bureau. 


Ur, Elisworth was also informed that tf the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service desires to prevent subject prom 
Leaving the country, that is a matter for INS to handle. He 
was Likewise advised that the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service has been completely informed of all available information 
concerning the subject and that any steps taken to prevent 
subject | s leaving the United States will not interfere with the 
Bureau's tnvestigation. 


ACTION: 


This matter is being followed closely. 


q 


STANDARD FORM Ho. 84 € : ) . 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


ap TO + MR. A. H. BELMO, patz: August 24, 1950 . 
“ My : Sam, BIAER, JR. = 
suBject: HSUE SHEN TSIEN cu 
Espionage - & xenon, 
ACTION TAKEN ON LA TEL TO BUREAU 8/23/50 Boson, 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED watt, 
HEREIN 1S UCLASSIFIED tone, Soon 


PURPOSE: ase, 

DATES//2e _ BY SF 2cz¢, + ee 
To advise actton taken on Los Angeles teletype to Wash- : 

ington #26 sent 8:30 pam. (PST) 8/23/50 re captioned subject. ii Mu A 


BACKGROUND s : Kutapch 


Said teletype requested olarification of subject's departure 
time including n/o airline for benefit of INS @ LA sinceINS had 
instructions to serve an order upon subject when he arrived by plane 
to prevent him from leaving the U, S. Phe date of subject's departure 
aswell as the city from which he was departing via phane was not 
given in said teletype. The departure time itself was given only 
as "two thirty". This information was reportedly given to INS in 
Washington by the Bureau. . 


ACTION TAKEN: 


Acting upon the assumption that WFO must have conducted the 
investigation which developed the information re subject's departure, 
the writer called WFO to see whether they had taken action on the re- 
quest and upon learing that they did not have a copy of said teletype 
had a copy of same given to them to-gether with companion teletype 
#80 sent from LA @ 8255 p.m. 8/23/50, which revealed that subject was 
leaving from the East "fontte". The writer also instructed WFO to have 
the requested information wired to the Bureau and LA immediately. 

At approvimately 2330 a.m. 8/24/50 SA Payne of WFO advised that f 
subject had departed Washington, D. GC. via American Atrlines Flight 565A 
@ 1330 pan. (EST) due to arrive in LA @ 8:55 pom. (PsT}, August 23, 
1950. This would be 12:55 a.m. EDT 8/24/50. 


After conferring with Mr. Hennrich, SA Payne was instructed to 
wire LA facts re subjects departure. 1% should be noted that SA 
Payne advised that WFO had no record of handling this matter in the 
first instance. © | 


The requested teletype was transmitted to LA @ 3:30 a.m. 8/24/50 


ey A ee wd b3 
is 6 SEP 81950 zoel a 


: ve SEP 8 1950 


a a 7 Ba a 


Ca 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT..oF-JUSTICE 
ye 
ee 


Pa 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: ypagy t Sn BieSd "3330 AN 
5 L Se ee Te at 5 fe 


Ay 


VWABHINGTON AND £08 ANGHTES FROM WASH FIELD 


Dimer 4M sAe 7 
HOUE-SHLN-ESDMI, ESPLONATE- R, SUBJUOT DEPALIRD BY AMERTOA ATOTINES ON 


R» TSAVING THIS OLTY CUR PIETY P.M. EST 


INCI WITH 
FLIGH? FIVE AY CHICAGO WHIGH ARKIVED 1.4, SIGHT FIFTY Piva DL PST. 
KARP BIRAU ADTISSDRG OF 1 SWRLOPHENTS « 


HOTIEL 
% 


HBP 1CAS 


S Approved: e 4. 7 ‘ba : ; _ Sent. M Per. 
aoe : Special Aaray, & fieree 


a “Tot ;  Asetatewt Chiep. ‘oF start, ong 
Met Lepartmens of. the Arny . 
-. fhe Pewtageon. 
Fashing ton 85, Te &. 


wbtention: 


“Joba Béger Moover < Director <=: 


Fron: 
/ Soo Federal Sureai of Taveatigatton : 
“Subjects 2SUB<SHEN OIE, with altae’ 7° 7 1 Ape 


\ ANS , 
: ‘Reyerence: ta’ nade Fo. ‘py “enorandun dated “aighet | 22, 19505 e 
. tn copétoned matters aoe Los As ” 


lags The. Los. ‘ahgeles Opfies of. thta Byrequ‘has* now ‘advtsea that vs 
. Gonbinued exantnation: by Untted States Customs, of oe netertial which 
cBre Psten was shipping to Chinas has revealed the fo: 
: Soounen’ whieh was contained tn: that’ shipment: J 


BERL OIIAGE Tet Te rae { 
BERN Bn ad tt 


_Aray Ground. Forces. ayrtoer 'g Guided silenite' \ etree 
" April 19a, ° Lecture Number 3, Entitled | “Me ydl opment 


‘ant Applteation of Booster Rockets," by Riehard Be “t in! 
. Gackier, published by Aerojet Bugineersng Carporation, eke 
Aatueay Californias : : ¥ 


Hrs Wilftan tach, | General. Hanger ‘of. the. Asrojet Bagincers: 
tng Corporasion las. adutsed the Les Angelés. Office thet the gbove . -. 
- goviment ta definitely classified: an nd. sd ‘eonsidered gutéable bale . 
if) etporte . : 


ge geo, Separtneint of ‘the Arey ts requested cA dvtee- at ‘the - 
eanltest possthla date ‘the present ganache oasien of B $ 


ater EY Tsien woe shipping ‘to Ching. 


——- * Phe “anyornation eantained herein naa * been me 
the ‘Department of dustice and any pertinent, additional *t 
eetued tn this nateer wil2 be i 2 : JOU 


” TrteiZigence’ . 
Sptaete of thea Bow 
Pentagon: .-° 
vachington 2, 2 Be: oy 


So BATE ST) 

' Asstatant Attorney Génvra. 
Jones He Molnerney 
_ Btroetors FRE, 
| SUE SeREN wera, wlth altas. 

_BSSTONCE = B pode oa oe 

bo] a eae y oe ee Bet eee 
fe ee Eeferenos ts wade to my menorandum.dated August 25, 1950, 5 
pe aapbr ange aetter.s eA : : 
abd + = : 


REDO : : Caen oe a te ee 

os : othe” Loe Angeles Office of this fureau has now adutaed that 
“* oontinued exanination by, United States. Customs, of: the material He 
’ which Dr.. Tsten wae shipping to. Chinas hae revealed the Pollowing ; oS 


a BY 


rortrivten decunent which taa contatned in that shipment: 


: dpay Ground Forces Offteer's Guided Nisaile Courge, 
April 1949, ‘lecture Huaber 8, Entitled. "evelopment : 
and Applicaton of Booster Rockets," by #tehard DB, -- SF 
‘Geakler, published by Aerojet Engineering Corporation, . 
Azusa, Californias SoHE nage eae ne Ce 


‘it, GElIgam Ztach, General. ianager ofthe Aerojet Bagineering — 
‘poration, kas adutsed the Los Angeles Upfice that the above dots 
4 ta definttely: classified ang. not wonstdered suttable’ yor ‘emport. 


c. Fhe ‘examination’ of additional naterial and docnents, which. 
were contained in Dr. Toten's shipuent, ts. betng continued at Los’ - 
éngeles, Any addtvional, pertinent tnfornation peeetved wtl2 be. 


dumediately made available to. yous , 


Bie a deseripsion ‘oP the above document has hoon furnéohsd do2,. 3 
Department of the army, otth the request. that they advise as Garly 
a8 possthle, regarding the present class ifteation of the. doaunené.  ~ 


CEPI OR As you have been previsusly advised, Dr. Tsien was to recurn 
v_'fo Ching on August 29,.1950.  Ié te understood that his return ts | S 
| being delayed by an order a¢rued on him by the Inmigratton and Tatu. | 

Paltaetion Service which adutses ita that he is not to leave the. 

‘ United Statea. “For this reasany ¢t.ta requested that: you aduise ‘as > 
s00h as poastble whether the information furnished you in thie watter 

‘ constitutes a violation onthe part ‘of Dre Tsien of the ‘Espionage . . 

. Statutes or other Federal Jawa. You are alsu requested to advise. g. 
what further spectfic investigation ts desired by Lou. in this natter. : 


ee eer: lin. Peyton. Ford, Lrepudy Attorney Cetera 
Attention: Hr. 7. Osear Snith ° 


" pe LULERT 7s 
me ag 821980 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT * 


TO > MRs Ae H. BELMO! fio pate; August 25, 1950 


b3 


FROM : MRe Ce Ee bE 


conyers Cason Spy Sona, wa ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


John Me Decker 


ESPIONAGE = R HEREIN 1S ulicLaocirikD 
ate 2 wv 
a Dale apo & BY apikGS? 
. | [%& SPACLU vl 
Reference is made to the attached memorandum from Ve. Pe Keay 
to Mp, A. He Belmont dated August 25, 1950, concerning captioned subject. 
The attached memorandum contains requests from Mr. Mario T, Noto of ¥ 


immigration and Naturalization Service concerning our investigation and 
concerning investigation which INS desires to institute. 


\ In addition to thea above, at 5:30 PM John E, Foley of the liaison 
Seetion advised that he had been informed by Mr. Noto that INS was definitely 
securing a warrant for subjects arrest and deportation, Mr. Noto stated that 
he; bad heard that the los Angeles Office was dropping their surveillance and 
requested that the surveillance be maintained until such time as INS was 
able to take over. Noto stated that it was his desire that subject. under 
no- conditions be allowed to leave the United States, 


3 It is recommended that Mr. Note be advised as follows by the Liaison 
Section: 


{1) That in connection with the investigation of captioned subject 
the Los Angeles Office has from time to time conducted physical 
surveillances of him. We have no continuous surveillance, 

or investigations 

. (2) We have no objection to an INS surveillancefbut our office at 

Los Angeles should be advised if INS is -placing subject under 
surveillance. 


(3) We will not conduct a surveillance to prevent subject from 
. leaving the U, S. . 


(4) Our espionage investigation is being continueds 


ORiae 
So 78 L 


-F V4 bTE 
SEP 8 195) y 
| a4 8 1950 J. 
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Office MemorMedum 


Ww TO : MR. A. He BELMO} fl DATE: August 25, 1950 


UNITED srs GOVERNMENT 


FROM : y, P, KEAY 


SUBJECT: were Oye Coren, Weds 
John uDecker b3 


SS 


ease, 


ur. Mario T. Noto, of the Central Office of Immigration and Naturali~omw. 
zation Service in Washington, DB. G., telephonically contacted Supervisor 
dohn E. Foley about 3:30 PeM.e, on August 25, 1950, relative to the above-captioned 
individual end posed the following questions: ‘5 


q i. Does the FBI have Hsue-Shen Tsien under surveillance? | 


2. If the FEL does not have him under surveillance, does: the 
FEE have any objection to INS patting him under surveillance? 


3. oes the FRE have any objection to the Los Angeles Office 
of INS conducting an investigation of him. 


Mr. Noto explained that there appears to be considerable interest in this 
tndtvidual and, he added, considerable pressure. His Service haa learned that Hsue- 
Shen Taien is about to leave the United States. Therefore, INS desires to issue: 

a warrant of arrest in deportation proceedings so that he may be deported, never to 
retum to the United States. Mr, Noto advised that a warrant of arrest has not 
been issued, but the matter ig under consideration.~ Mr. Noto further said that the 
INS is armed with the information in Bureau reports, but this is not sufficient on 
which to predicate-a warrant of arreat or ‘to substantiate deportation. INS desires 
an expeditious reply to their questions so that the local office of INS in Los 
Angeles might conduct further investigation of him. I% appears that the local 
office of INS in Los Angeles hag in mind a few investigative leads. 


RECOMMENDATION: sO Jd 


That this memorandum be rout L the Espionage Section for appropriate 


reply. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERE IS UNCLASSIFIED 


\ 
garenb Ie ePgike DATE [fea BY SeaCsclLS 


agg 2 
oi i 


ALL INFORMATION nee . 
HERES iS ae ELETYPE Me thher 
Ale aTEsjide BYSLLEAIS. aon 


Mx, Bolaont ¥ 
Tir. Mohr 


WASH 15 FROM LOS ANGELES 25 2-35 PM- ole. Boom 


DIRECTOR . VERY URGENT 

usuECSHEN-TSIEN, ESP. DASH Re REMYTEL AUG. TWENTYFIVE. UeSe 
ADVISES SUBJECT~S STORED DOCUMENTS SEIZED BY THEM YESTERDAY PM AND’ NOW 
STORED CUSTOMS APPRAISERS WAREHOUSE LA SEGREGATION AND CATALOGUING TO 
BEGIN BY CUSTONS THIS PM. ITEM TWENTYONE IS REFTEL STATED BY CALTECH TO 

BE RESTRICTED AT BEST AND POSSIBLY UNCLASSIFIED. LOCAL NAVAL RESEARCH 
UNABLE TO EVALUATE ITEMS FIVE AND SIX AND SUGGEST ALL ITEMS BE EVALUATED 

AT WASHINGTON LEVEL. SUBJECT CLOSED OUT BANK ACCOUNT AND SAFE DEPOSIT 

BOX YESTERDAY PM AND INS HAS BEEN ADVISED. LOCAL PRESS RELEASES REFER © 
FAR ONLY TO INTEREST OF CUSTOMS AND INS ALTHOUGH AN ASST. COLLECTOR OF 
CUSTOMS HAS FILED AN AFFIDAVIT INDICATING SUBJECT HAS FAILED TO COMPLY 

WITH EXPORT CONTROL, NEUTRALITY, AND ESPIONAGE ACTS IN ATTEMPTING TO 

EXPORT TECHNICAL DATA. SUBJECT HAS BEEN UNDER SURVEELLANCE BY THIS OFFIC 
FROM TWO PM YESTERDAY TO PRESENT AND WILL CONTINUE TO TEN PM 7, 
TONIGHT. HAS BEEN UNPRODUCTIVE. IN VIEW oF FACT INS WOULD HAVE TO STOP 
SUBJECT SHOULD BE ATTEMPT TO DEPART U.S. AND IN VIEW OF LENGTH OF TIME 
NECESSARY TO REVIEW SUBJECT-S DOCUMENTS TO DETERMINE IF ESPIONAGE 

VIOLATION EXISTS FURTHER SURVEILLANCE BY LAFBI NOT DEEMED DESIRABLE. 

UACB SURVEILLANCE WILL BE DISCONTINUED AT TEN PM TONIGHT AND acy & 


AGENCIES WILL BE $0 ADVISED AT FOUR PM OUR a 


RECORDED - 38 [ 


f 
HOOD, & a 


1 a CON. Belmed 


4 


END 


PLS HOLD 


CORSIERIGATIONS SeeTIaN 
AUG 2 85D 


y 
TELETYPE 


Mx. Glavin q... 
Dr, Nichols _.__ 


Mr, Mokr 


FROM LOS ANGELES 25° 41-55 a tele, Room 
ALL INSORMATION CONTAINED | 2 2y2gc0 —__ 
Ue GEN HEREIE: [G UNCLASSIFIED me 
Or gse Quan? pile siela. pret = righ 
é 


DR. HSUE SHEN.TSIEN, WASs, esprothl DASH Re RE PHONE CALL LO 
TO BUREAU THIS DATE. INS ADVISED SUBJECT ARRIVED LOS ANGELES VIA AM- 


ERICAN AIR LINES, FLIGHT FIVE, FROM CHICAGO EIGHT FIFTY PM ACCOMPANIED 
BY UNKNOWN WAN/BELIEVED CHINESE WHO GAVE NAME PHONETICALLY TO AIRLINE 


STEWARDESS ASRYAGEN gUs THIS CHINESE DISAPPEARED WHEN SUBJECT WAS 
SERVED WITH INS ORDER TO REMAIN IN U.S. INS ADVISES ITS CENTRAL OFFICE 
RECEIVED CLEARANCE FROM FBI AT SOG TO PROCEED WITH DEPORTATION CASE ON 
SUBJECT.» LA INS STATES THEIR JURISDICTION IS UNDER IMMIGRATION ACT OF 
NINETEEN EIGHTEEN FORBIDDING SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES ON PART OF ALIENS. 
INS ALSO ADVISES USA HAS ISSUED TO U.S. CUSTOMS, LA, AN ORDER AUTHORIZ- 
ING SEIZURE OF SUBJECT~S BOOKS AND PAPERS NOW LOCATED IN WAREHOUSE AT 

_ PASABENA, CALIF. FOLLOWING PARTIADY) IST OF SUBJECT-S DOCUMENTS OBTAINED 


anna we : 
THIS DATE FROM U.S. CUSTOMS, LA, ITEM @NEJ PAMPHLET - GUGGENHEIM AER 


ee en a mr in 


ONAUTICS LABORATORY DASH CAL. TECH. REPORT ON HIGH SPEED PRESSURE 
DISTRIBUTION OVER XSB TWO D DASH ONE COWL, APRIL NINETEEN FORTYTHREE, 
CLASSIFICATION GONPEDEFEEAL. ITEM GuD- PAMPHLET, SPERRY GYROSCOPE CO. 
DASH RESEARCH LABORATORIES DASH JULY NINETEEN, FORTYFOUR ’ STABILITY 


AND CONTROL CHARACTERISTICS FOR AIRPLANE ene Be 


io 
REGISTERED COPY NUMBER FIVE Tyo ree DASH, 


7 cLassiri cab PS OESEBQEERT TTEW GORGE, gl sph AER- 


286 “Nov 14 1960 
ONAUTICS LABa DARE CALs TECH N INVESTIGATION aig METHOD “ R 


vd 


* 


a- 
@ 


PAGE TuOseees 

OBTAINING AERODYNAMIC DATA AT HIGH MACH NUMBERS, CONTRACT NO. W 

THREE THREE DASH ZERO THREE EIGHT AC ONE SEVEN ONE F PARENS ONE ONE FIVE 
NINE TWO PARENS, CLASSIFICATION CONFEDENTIAL. ITEM(FOUP - BOOK, 
GLOSSARY OF ENGLISH AND FOREIGN LANGUAGE, PARENS CODES, SYMBOLS, PRO- 
JECT NUMBERS, ABBREVIATIONS AND TERMS PARENS, F DASH ‘DL DASH THREE DASH 
ID, RELEASED FEBRUARY NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT PREPARED BY AIR DOCUMENTS 

DIV. HDORS, AIR MATERIEL COMMAND, WRIGHT FIELD, DAYTON, OHIO, CLASSIFIED 
RESTRICTED, ITEM (FIVE) BOOK, THE DAVID W. TAYLOR MODEL BASIN DASH 

U.S. NAVY DASH PART I INTRODUCTION TO NON DASH LINEAR MECHANICS, DEC. 
NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, REPORT FIVE THREE FOUR PARENS TOPOLOGICAL METHODS _ 
PARENS, CLASSIFICATION RESTRECTED. rem Gx) BOOK, THE DAVID W. TAYLOR 
MODEL BASIN DASH U.S. NAVY DASH PART II INTRODUCTION TO NON DASH LINEAR 
MECHANICS, SEPT. NINETEEN FORTYFIVE, REPORT FIVE FOUR SIX PARENS ANALY- 
TICAL METHODS PARENS, CLASSIFICATION RESTRECTED. ITEM EVE - PAMPHLET, 
BROWN UNIVERSITY TO NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS COPY NO. 
SEVEN MAY NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, REPORT OF GRAPHICAL AND ANALYTICAL METHODS 
FOR THE DETERMINATION OF A FLOW OF A COMPRESSIBLE FLUID AROUND AN OB~ 
STACLE, CLASSIFICATION RESPRECTED. ITE @LeHD - PAMPHLET, BROWN UNIVER~ 
SITY TO NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS COPY NO. SEVEN MAY 
NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, REPORT ON TWO DIMENSIONAL FLOWS OF COMPRESSIBLE 
FLUIDS, CLASSIFICATION RESTRECTED. ITEM @IND, BOOK, DEUTSCHE FORSC- 
HUNGSANSTALT FUR SEGELFLUG E. V. ERNST UDET, Zs AT AINRING NOs THREE 
END PAGE TWOcessccens. 


PAGE THREE scccceace 

FIVE THREE EIGHT AUGUST NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, CLASSIFICATION CONFEDENTIAL. 
rrEu(fEn)- NOTEBOOK, GUIDED MISSILES THEIR EVOLUTION AND PRINCIPLES BY 
As Re WEYL, PHOTOSTATS DASH MAY NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT THRU NOV. NINETEEN 
FORTYEIGHT, NO CLASSIFICATION. ITEMCELEVEN) - PAMPHLET, GUGGENHEIM AER- 
ONAUTICS LABORATORY DASH CAL. TECH. TWO DASH DIMENSIONAL IRROTATIONAL 
MIXED SUBSONIC AND SUPERSONIC FLOW OF A COMPRESSIBLE FLUID AND THE UPPER 
CRITICAL MACH NUMBER, COPY NO. SIXTEEN, DEC.4 NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, 
CLASSIFICATION RESTRECTED. ITEMCWELVE) - PAMPHLET, CURTISS RESEARCH LAB. 
AERODYNAMICS DEPT., BUFFALO, NwY., AN APPROXIMATE CONSTRICTION CORRECT- 
ION FOR HIGH DASH SPEED CLOSED DASH THROAT WIND TUNNEL 

DATA, REPORT NO. FIVE, MARCH NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, CLASSIFICATION COMBEB=— 
TENPEaAr rTEM (HIRTEE) - PAMPHLET, BROWN UNIVERSITY TO NATIONAL AD- 
VISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS PLASTIC BUCKLING OF A RECTANGULAR PLATE 
UNDER EDGE THRUSTS, COPY NO. TWENTYSIX, MARCH NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN, CLASS 
IFICATION RESTRICTED, 17EM (OURTEE - PAMPHLET, GUGGENHEIM AERONAUTICAL 


LABORATORY DASH CAL. TECH. LECTURE NOTES ON HIGH TEMPERATURE MATERIAL, 
NINETEEN FORTYSIX, CLASSIFICATION -RESTRICFEDS ITEM GLPTEED - PAMPHLET, 
GUGGENHEIM AERONAUTICS LABORATORY DASH CAL. TECH. INVESTIGATION OF THE 
STABILITY OF THE LAMINAR BOUNDARY LAYER IN A COMPRESSIBLE FLUID, COPY 
NO. SIXTEEN, NOV. NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, CONTRACT No. NAW TWO SEVEN NINE 
FOUR, CLASSIFICATION CONFEDENETAL< ren GactEEp - PAMPHLET, NAVY 

END PAGE THREEssseseevece a “ok ° 
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PAGE FOUR eacccsacccces 


DEPT. BUREAU OF AERONAUTICS DASH WASHINGTON, NAVAER SM DASH THO ONE 
STRUCTURES MEMO NO. TWENTYONE DISCUSSION OF THE THEORY OF COMPRESSIBLE 
FLUIDS AS DEVELOPED BY DR. LEONARD M. GREENE, CLASSIFICATION CONPSDENTIAN 


1TEN(GEVENTEDD - PAMPHLET; A COURSE IN JET PROPULSION GIVEN, FOR THE 


ARMED FORCES BY CALs TECH. AERONAUTICAL DEPT. MARCH NINE DASH JUNE NINE, 
NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, CLASSIFICATION CONERBENTIAL. ITEM €icuTED, PAM- 
PHLET, GUGGENHEIM AERONAUTICS LABORATORY DASH CAL.» TECH. DASH ROCKET 
RESEARCH PROJECT THE ROCKET MOTOR AND ITS APPLICATIONS AS AN AUXILIARY 
TO THE POWER PLANTS OF CONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT, REPORT NO. THO, AUGUST 


NINETEEN THIRTYEIGHT, CLASSIFICATION CONEEDENTIAL. ITEM Caner Edy - 


PAMPHLET, LECTURES I THRU IV JET PROPULSION JP, CIT, CLASSIFICATION 
RESTRECTED. ITEMCTOENTD) CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS DASH CAL. TECH, 

AND JOHN HOPKINS UNIVERSITY, AND TECHNICAL DATA DASH NATIONAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS AND DR. MILLIKAN, CAL. TECH, NAVEL AIR MATERIAL 
CENTER PHILADELPHIA AND DRe MILLIKAN, CAL. TECHe, CLASSIFICATION 


con L AND RESTRECTED. rreN GuENTYOND ~ PAMPHLET, LECTURES VI 


THRU Xy Js Ps COURSE NOTES, CIT, THERMOJETS WITHOUT MECHANICAL COMPRESS- 


ORS AEROPULSE, CLASSIFICATION SECRETS ITEM GENT, PAMPHLET, Ge De 


MISSILES, COPY.NO. SIX, NO. SEVEN NINE AERO THE LAUNCHING OF A WINGED 
MISSILE FOR SUPERSONIC FLIGHT, APRIL NINETEEN FORTYFIVE, CLASSIFICATION 


“BEGRET. TABULATION AND DETERMINATION OF CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT-S 
PAPERS WILL PROBABLY REQ 


acne? 
ao eae ae 


THIS DATE TOLOCAL Ni NAVAL RESEARCH iD: ITEM TWENTYONE TO CAL. TECH. 


SEVERAL WEEKS. — ITEMS FIVE AND SIX REFERRED 
a RT ae RET 


UTHORITIES FOR DETERMINATION AS TO LATEST CLASSIFICATION. 
HOOD 


END AND ACK PLS ; Rook. 
ae Hie a” 
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“ Tolson__.” 
- e@ @ add, ; 


Mg Clegg 


Glavin, 


Nickols_ 


*, (DATA) * ah, { 
SELZED OVER 


‘ LOS ANGELES--FEDERAL AGENTS YES TERDAY 
OF PCLASTIFIED AND UNCLASSIFIED" SCIENTIFIC WATERIAL SH cH t 
HENT CHARGED YAS CONSIGUED FORSDELIVERYIN COMMUNIST CHI?! 

| : THE 2300~ ~POUND SHIPMENT, CUSTOMS AGENTS SAID, WA3 CR 

SLUEP SKETCHES , PHOTOGRAPHS , SCIENTIFIC CODES AND 

TsPRo HNTQUES in AERONAUTICS AND MISSILES, 

i ACTING ASSISTANT COLLECTOR OF CUSTOUS LEO P, POGRESA Ef 

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY PROFESSOR DRE HSUECSH 

OUNER OF THE CASES, HE HAD ROUTED THEM VIA HONG KONG FOR 

SELF AT SHANGHAL , POGREBA SAID IN AN AFFIDAVIT. 

U3. DISTRICT JUDGE’ BEN HARRISON ISSUED A WARRANT OF DE 

AND CUS Toids OFFICERS TOOK’.CHARGE OF THE SHIPMENT aT fA HARE 

WAREHOUSE, . 

TSIEN, 40, DENIED THERE WAS CLASSIFIED INFORMATION If TH 

AND SAID’ HE bro NOT KNOW WHY AUTHORITIES WERE INSPECTING . THE 

vIT.WAS HY PERSONAL ‘PROPERTY, SAID TSIEN, HEAD OF CALTECH'S 

JET’ PROPULSION CENTER, “I WAS Gorne TO CHINA, NOY I AM HOT. 

I YAS TOLD BY THE IMMIGRATION SERVICE NOT TO GO.” 

. ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY WAX F DEUTZ SAID*THE DETENTIO:! 

: BID NOT INVOLVE A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING AND CALLED ONLY For 
OF THE CASES, it WAS SECURED UNDER PROVISIONS OF THE EVPOR 

‘| d « NEUTRALITY AND ESPIONAGE ACTS, HE SAID,- 

; S/25 ND 10024" ‘ 


oa 


ALL INFORMATION 6 ! 
HEREIN IS UNCLAS SSA 


OMES2/%, BY fave 


DED 
‘12 SEP. 8 "O80 


| -iRRecp 9 Gen . 
HGser 8  \) WASHINGTON CITY NEWS SERVICE 


of-the Guggenemnt JE Topulsion j 
Feeniter: at Caltech. The Chin inese 


Scionti ts 


ment of thefoftic 


peohing my, ¥, PROP- 


arg) 
i “eal new the’ complete 2 


ba, acti 
ant. eollectol of-‘custonis, 
an affidavit: ‘tiled with the, court 


ithaat “Dri ‘Tsien’ tried to. Sxport|” 


hé .export' -depart- 


HERE] [huts 


DATES (/9e 


ALL INFORM Ten on 


NOT RECORDED 
332 SEP 8 1990 


She (ae 
Glavin, 
Nichols ma 
Rosen__ 

Tracy, 
Harbo___. 
Belmont. Z Bi 
Mobr_ 

Tele. Room __ 
Nease 

Gandy, 


Ege 


Page 
Times-Herald —__ 


Wash. Post 


Wash. News = __. 


Wash. Star eed 


N.Y. Mirror fapta 


N. Y. Compass. — 


res 
wR 


AINED 
abt kad ole ED 
Dal ES Hee. sceeltls 


‘Sending of War Seciets, 
To Red ‘China Blocked W t 


i Yost (AP), 


CEES, 
federal. government? has} 
blocked the ‘shipment "to Commu- 
nist’China by a Califoxhi: 
tute of Technology sciel of 1,. 
800 pounds of, material“which au- 
thorities . say ‘.contains » informa. 
tion relating to missiles, and air] 


center Gt<Caltech. The Chinese 
scientist seid-the matter detained 
is. his. personal property: 

Max Deutz, ‘assistant US. at 
torney, said Tsien’s cases Contain! 
data’ on improved techniques on, 
air travel and missiles in the form 
of documents, code books, signal) 
books, sketches, plans, Pphoto- 
graphs, blueprints, inotes - and 
other forms of technic i 
toh. . i 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED bat mee 
“HO vs MEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED — 


ie 2 DATE 5]o{2e BYSOcce Hes. = 
es FROH LOS ANGELES 28 6-07 PM Kt Recep 


DIRECTOR URGENT 
O - 9 2 ba, 

HSUE DASH SHEN TSIEN, ‘ESPIONAGE DASH Re REBUTEL AUGUST TWENTYFIVE. 

‘ SURVEILLANCE OF TSIEN DISCONTINUED AUGUST TWENTYFIVE. USA TOLIN, LA, 

| ¢ TODAY REQUESTED THIS OFFICE TO CONTINUE SURVETLLANCE OF TSIEN. HE WAS 

ADVISED THAT SURVEILLANCE DISCONTINUED ON UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN INS, 
WASHINGTON, AND BUREAU, AND FURTHER SUR LE ILLANC oN, 25 
S, INSTRUCTIONS. NO SURVEILLANCE con PERRORD of 2 be 
Bo cp en wt 


a i sep Susy fe oie 
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Glavin 
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Mr. Q. Tamm 
——wWr. Mohr 
Miss coe, 


AC muah aA 
HEREIN ' i 
DATE S72 


DMs) Le fs0 on” 
Miss Cuddy 
——Wiss Roche 


Siri y 


ut 


IF 


—__Chief Clerk's Off. 


——-Records Section 
Personnel Files 
—_--Mechanical Sec. 
Ident Division 
——_tTechnical Lab. 


f 


SD @ Me 


\ 
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‘Sranpano Fond No. 68 
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Offs Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To 


; 


(4) FROM 


SUBJECT: 


SHH: 
a (2) 


Director, FBI 


SAC, Los Angeles 


pate: August 29, 1950 


oO 
oe Asie Sire TSIEN 


ESPIONAGE - R 


Enclosed herewith are two newspaper clippings concerning the subject 
for the information of the Bureau. 


These clippings appeared in the Los Angeles "Times" and the Los 
Angeles "Examiner" on August 25, 1950. 
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ae one'‘of Caltech’ leading scientists, ‘governmertt; officidis| 

‘charged yesterday: Fe 

#US. Judge Ben Harrison ites, 
: “sh. 


led” 
«Prog. Chait 3 2 
tech said the jet propulsion Ww 
Tlof Dr. Psien at’ the ‘school 
“purely an academic’ activity. 

“We knew he planned to .re- 
turn to China in September,” said 
Dr. Millikan. “His parents .ate| 
there. He -has: family problems | 
confronting him i in China.” 

Dr. Tsien was ‘not connected 

ith Caltech’s jet-propulsion:lab- 


‘action’ taken® is: a - civil 
pease to jehable: further investiga- 
Stion’ of, the: contents-of the cases, 

ui of the. Sol- 


matter,” Dr. Millikan added. “14 
certain the shipments ‘ust he 
been his own materia! 
is a very valuable, honor 
Joyal man. He hag ‘been. i 


| NgUIRY Dr. Hsue-shen 
whose” shipment te complete consonance 

: ny ideals.” : 
Dr. Tsien. was ‘professor’ o8 
aerodynamics at . Massactiusetts' 
The’ 40, 


Act the: ently set and e | year- old professor cam 
°| Tépionagé Act.,, tech-in 1948 to establi 
-Meanwhile, Assistant yelgsaheim Center: He’ 
: Ay. Max" Deutz, who-prepated [| his doctorate, at, Calleck in "193! 
letle Was ‘no 
classified" informatio in’the:im-|tion of thé “puoperty” 
Rounded cages as far-athe, new, that: the “cases. sevaighed 1860 
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. thetr Los. angeles office eudiavar te howe the 1% Sistas Guckowe - 
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WASH 21 FROM Los ANGELL inroRieaio a con RPA RED JN 


Dy 
aa URGENT HEREL. 1S why » WED gegld Tt | fee 
pioplise- 
-~ 6 & DAT Siu pee aT “Pak. 


HSUE DasKCSHEN TSIEN WA. ESP. DASH Re FOLLOWING OF SUBS DOCUMENTS IN 
CUSTODY OF US CUSTOMS, LA, HAVE BEEN DECLARED CLASSIFIED BY INDIVIBUALS 
NAMED BELOW WHO CAN SO TESTIFY. Book, GLOSSARY OF ENGLISH AND FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE, CODES, SYMBOLS, PROJECT NUMBERS, ABBREVIATIONS AND TERMS, 
F DASH DL DASH THREE DASH ID RELEASED FEBs FORTYEIGHT PREPARED BY AIR 
DOCUMENTS DIV. HDGRS. AIR MATERIEL COMMAND, WRIGHT FIELD, DAYTON, Oe. 
THIS rTeiSecLanen RESERECTED’ BY 3 JOHN L. MURPHY, ASST CHIEF INTELLIGENCE 
AND SECURITY BRANCH, LA AIRFORCE PROCUREMENT FIELD orice. NPaMbHLET, 
LECTURES VL THROUGH X J.P. COURSE NOTES QUOTE THERMOJETS WITHOUT MECHANE- 
CAL COMPRESSORS AEROPULSE ‘wp cugre, paypan yr ONE AND ONE 
FOURTH INCH THICK. THIS ITEMACLASSIFIED AS CONFEDENTIAL BY ESTON Le 
TAYLOR ENGINEER ASSIGNED TO LA ENGINEERING FIELD OFFICE OF AIR MATERIEL 
Y COMMAND. Deitioen, GeD. MISSILES COPY NOs SIX NO« SEVEN NINE NAUGHT . 


aE =} QUOTE THE LAUNCHING OF A WINGED MISSILE FOR SUPERSONIC FLIGHT END QUOTE 


flee 


% qpapRa FORTYFIVE. THIS ITEMABECLARED SLASSyPTED BUT PROBABLY NO HIGHER 
whee 
Taal] RESERIerE7" BY ESTON La TAYLOR. ** Sieier, ARMY GROUND FORCE OFFICER- 


$ GUIDED MISSILE COURSE, APRIL FORTYNINE, LEC T QUOTE DEVEL~ 
‘ a . 
END PAGE ONEsssesee gh BSI neha i des 
COPIES DESTROYED. - eet aE 
a we SEP 8 1950 ae 
286 NOV 14 1960 L aa : 
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OPMENT AND APPLICATIONS OF BOOSTER ROCKETS END QUOTE BY RIC ARD De GECK- 
LER, PUBL BY AEROJET ENG. CORP, AZUSA, CALIF. THIS» ITEMADECLARED 
RESPRECTED BY WILLIAM ZIESCH, GEN MANAGER, AEROJET ENGINEERING CORP, 
ee GORIN OF US CUSTOMS STATES EXAM AND CLASSIFICATION 

OF DOCUMENTS BY VARIOUS EXPERTS MAY POSSIBLY BE COMPLETED BY SEPT. FIRST. 
WRIGHT FIELD, AIR MATERIEL COMMAND THIS DATE REQUESTED THAT THEIR LA 
OFFICE ENDEAVOR TO HAVE LA CUSTOMS FORWARD ALL CLASSIFIED PAPERS TO 
‘WRIGHT FIELD, DAYTON, 0. FOR FURTHER EXAMS ON BASIS OF ABOVE LISTED 


DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE CURRENTLY CLASSIFIED BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO CONSIDER 
Te crasnsncctoene: 

DESIRABILITY OF PRESENTING MATTER TO DEPARTMENT FOR OPINION “AS TO 

pa ea TEE ADEE ANDE DE IE IR BE IE SET aD 


PROSECUTION. FURTHER INFO RE SUBS DOCUMENTS WILL BE RELATED TO BU AS 
aa NANT sy, 


RECEIVED. 


HOOD 
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DIRECTOR URGENT TELRTYPE 
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mi [beagle 

" HSUE SHEN TSIEN, WAs, ESP. Re EXAMINATION SUBJECT-S EFFECTS iy Wh 
ol 


AFTERNOON BY U.S. CUSTOMS REFLECTS FOLLOWING RESTRICTED Bocunenr’, 
q] a . . “ 
[ ARMY GROUND FORCES OFFICER~S GUIDED MISSELE COURSE, APRIL NINETEEN 
FORTY-NINE, LECTURE NUMBER EIGHT, ENTITLED QUOTE DEVELOPMENT AND APP- 


ICATION OF BOOSTER ROCKETS UNQUOTE BY RICHARD D. GECKLER, PUBLISHED “be 
BY AERO-JET. ENGINEERING CORPe, AZUSA, caLrF.) MR. WILLIAM Fecsetr oF AERO- 
JET ENGINEERING CORP. TODAY ADVISED THIS DOCUMENT DEFINITELY CLASSEFTED : 
AND NOT CONSIDERED SUITABLE FOR EXPORT. EXAMINATION OF SUBJECT-S EFFECTS 


CONTINUING. 
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STANDARD FORM, 64. 


: Office Memordum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To =: DM. Ead DATE: August 24 


FROM : A, H. Belm, eget qunses 
sujet: Gore SHEN, YS TEN ALL INES 

+ = wa. be renT, 
4 John M. ecker HEREIN te vine OT IED 


‘ pmpose DATES/a/26_BY SHALE MCL Wine 


ra 


To advise you that by teletypes dated August 22 and &9, ¢ 
1950, Los Angeles stated that an Agent of that office was pre ¢ 
during @ search made by United States Cus tons of matertal which 
subject desired to shtp to Communist China on August 26, 1950. 
The search which took place on August 21, 1950, revealed that the 
shipment contained several letters and books bearing confidential 
and restricted classifications. They consisted generally of noha ap 
technical dissertations on nuclear research, atomic rockets and Jeg a | 
propulsion. The search was witnessed by representatives of State, AS 
Air Force and the Navy and was made under the Export Control Act. -/ 
Because of the nature of the material located, Customs ts holding, , 
the shipment for analysis and evaluation by sctentifically trained (fort 
persons. . 


All available information concerning subject has been 
furnished the Department and Los Angeles has been requested to 
furnish additional details that will enable the Department to 
determine if an espionage violation exists. 


There follows background information concerning subject . 
and detatls of recent developments. . ° ee 


BACKGROUND p : : Goh 
a 
. ym 


Birth and Citizenship 


Subject was born at Shanghai, China, on September 2, 1909, 
He is a citizen of the Chinese Republic. Subject has resided in 
the United States since September 3, 1935, except for brief pertods. 
On January 14, 1949, he filed an “application for certificate of 
arrival and preliminary form declaration of intention to become a 
U. 8. bitizen." (121-21450-4,9) 
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Education and Employment 


Subject was educated at Chia-Tung University, Shanghai, China, 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and the California 
Institute of Technology. He received his Ph.D. from the latter 
institution in 1939. . 


From 1938 to 1948, subject was employed as a Research 
Fellow in Aeronautics at the California Institute of Technology» 
From 1943 to 1946, he occupied the following positions at that 
school: Assistant Professor of Aeronautics, Assoctate Professor 
oj Aeronautics, and Chief of Research Analysis Section, Jet 
Fropulston Laboratory. From 1946 to 1949, subject was employed 
as a Professor at M.I.T. In the early part of 1949, he was 
appointed head of the Goddard Foundation for Advanced Research 
in the field of Jet Propulsion and consultant for the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory at Caltech. The Jet Propulston Laboratory 


is engaged in highly secret research for Forces. He bs 
assumed this employment in July, 1949. 5) 
BUREAU INVESTIGATION 

Basis 


Investigation of the subject was begun in May, 1949, on 
the basis of his employment on classified Government research and 7 
information in the files of the Los Angeles Office. These files 
revealed that in late 1938, subject joined Professional Section 
Number 122 of the Communist Party in Pasadena, California. He 
was assigned the Party name, John M. Decker and 1939 Communist 


Party membership_book nt é 004. This information was furnished 
Eos Angeles by a reliable informant who copied 
the data from é@ original Communist Party records. It will be 


noted that this informant also furnished the names and membership 
records of approximately 15 other members of the Professional * 
Section, including that of Frank Oppenheimer and Sidney Weinbaun. 
Approximately 7 of the individuals whose names were furnished by 
the informant have admitted their past membership on interview 
and gre to be witnesses against Sidney Weinbaum who was recently 
indicted for perjury and fraud against the Government. 


x 


Additional basis for investigation of subject was a 
report necetved in February, 1949, from an employee of the 
Jet Propuiston Eaboratory which stated that the employee had 
reservations concerning the loyalty of a group of scientists 
connected with the Laboratory. It was stated that Sidney 
Weinbaum headed this group, and that the subject who was also 
an employee of the Laboratory was a close social acquaintance 
of Weinbaum's, This report furnished no specific information 
concerning the individuals named. 


Results 


The investigation of subject which began in May, 1949, 
has consisted primarily of interviews with those former members . 
of the Communist Party who have admitted their past menbership ‘ 
and are to testify against. Weinbaum at his coming trial. The 
following evidence of subject's past Communist Party membership - 
and sympathies has been obtained in addition to that hereinbefore 
Set out. . 


1. Gustav Albrecht admitted his own membership in the 
Communist Party in 19389, and stated that he had observed the 
subject at enough meetings to make it clearly apparent that the 
subject knew of the rabid pro-Communist sympathtes of Wetnbaumy 
Albrecht also stated that he felt such attendance made the subject 
pro-Gommunist in 1989. At a later date, Albrecht retracted the 


information cone m subject stating that he must have been 
misunderstood. 5) 


. &. Louis Berkus, another admitted member, advised on b3 
tnterview October 26, 1949, that he remembered subject in bIE 


attendance at meetings which he belt be regularly convened 
meetings of the Communist Party. 12) 


5. In January, 1950, the files of the llth Naval District 
(Los Angeles} were reviewed and revealed a report from @ reliable 
informant now deceased that H.S. Tsien in 1942, attended Communist 
Party meetings in Pasadena, and was @ Communist. These files also 


revealed that the above name appeared on the subscription lists o 
the "Peoples World" the west coast Communist newspaper. 23) 


4. Investigation has revealed that subject in 1946 was 
instrumental in bringing Weinbaum into the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. Subject has continued in close social contact 
with Wetnbaum, in spite of his knowledge of the clearance 
difficulties on the part of Weinbaun. 


INTERVIEW OF SUBJECT 


on May 25, 1950, Les Angeles was authorized to interview 
subject in an effort to secure an admission of his own Communist 
Party membership and activitiea gs well as that of Weinbaum, whose 
case was being presented to a Grand Jury at Eos Angeles. It was 


believed that subject, being an alien, would assist in securing 
his cooperation. 


Subject was interviewed by the Los Angeles Office on June 
5 and 19, 1950, at which time he denied ever having been a@ member 
of the Communist Party or knowtng of Communist Party membershtp 
on the part of his associates. . : 


INFORMATION CONCERNING SUBJECT'S RESIGNATION FROM CALTECH AND 
HIS DESIRE TO RETURN TO CHINA 


On June 27, 1950, Admiral Carl Fspe, Deputy Director of 
ONI, advised Bureau liaison that subject had resigned his position 
at Caltech and had indicated that his reason for resigning was 
"enbarrassment caused by investigation on the part of the FBI." 


On June 28, 1950, this information was Jurnished Los. 
Angeles with instructions to have no further contact with subject. 
Los‘Angeles then advised that subject had been told by the Navy 
on June 80, 1950, that he was denied further access to classified 
information. Los Angeles also stated that Caltech officials had 


instituted an appeal, on behalf of subject and it appeared unlikely 
that subject was restgning. 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


On August 2, 1950, Eos Angeles advised that Willian Zisech, 
General Manager, Aerojet Engineering Company, had informed that 
office that subject intended to Gepart from the. United States for 


China at the end of August, 1950. It is noted that Aerojet 

is the manufacturer of developments of the Jet Propulsion 
Eaboratory. Zisch further advised Los Angeles that subject, 

tf he returned to China, would be in a. position to furnish 
information concerning classified U. S. research to the Chinese 
Conmunists or the Sovtet Government. Zisch advised that he had 
taken the matter of subject's return to Ching up with Dan A. 
Kimball, Undersecretary of the Navy, who was formerly connected 
with the derojet Engineering Gompany. This tnformation was 
furnished ONI, G-&, and OSI on August 10, 1950. On the same 
date information concerning subject was made available to the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service. 


On August 15, 1950, pertinent reports made in connection 
with the investigation of subject and information concerning 
nis intended departure for China were made available to the 
Department for any action they desired in the matter. 


, As noted in the purposesof this memorandum a search nade 
by Customs on August 81, 1950, revealed that subject was planning 
to ship letters and books to Communist China and that these letters 
and books were marked restricted and confidential. . 


fos Angeles also advised that Customs was consulting 
with the United States Attorney at Los Angeles on August 28, 
1950, to obtain authority for seizure of the books and papers 
under the Export Control Act. It will be noted that on August 
£8, 1950, a representative of OIC, Department of Commerce, 
telephonically advised the Bureau that instructions had been 


given Customs to seize the possessions which subject had intended 
to shtp to China. 


On August 82, 1950, the Atomic Energy Commission telephonically 
advised that they had received information concerning the search 
from tharvest Coast representative. They stated that no classified 
atomic energy information had been located among the possessions 
of subject which had been examined as of that time. 


On August 238, 1950, all available details concerning the 
search were made available to the Department and the Department 
was advised that the Los Angeles Office had been instructed to 
secure full details concerning the search, a listing of all material 


located in the shipment which wag classified, and the identity 
of the persons who could testify to tts classification. The 
Department was advised that this information would be forwarded 
to then immediately upon receipt at the Bureau. 


By teletypes dated August 22 and 23, 1950, Los Angeles 
was advised to furnish immediately the above data and to keep 
the Bureau informed of all developments tn this matter. 


ACTION 


None. This ts for your information, Ft is noted that 
representatives of various Government agenctes were present 
during the search of subject's possesstons and in the event it 
is established that the documents possessed by subject are 
presently classified, this matter will undoubtedly receive 
considerable publicity. . . 
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. ‘On september 55 1950 +1-sind zane, Consul’ General of the ‘Republic 
of China at Los Angeles, called upon’me at the.office and advised that he had 


to furnish them with ‘information concerming Dr. TSIEN, and he cane to me-be*. ¢. yd 
lieving that this Bureau would have'the best information concerning him. \. He 
specifically wanted to know if the material in the possession of. 


jaws. and regulations, of. this government.’ He also désired to know the attitude’, 
of this service toward him, and he inquired as to whether TSIEN had ever “been 
under surveillance. . : 


” The Bureau! s 5 position with ‘eéference “to such matters involving - 
nationals of foreign countries and the necessity for requests for such ins. *" 
vestigations to be requested by the State Department were’ expleined., ‘He was . 
informed that the investigation had not reached the point where’ some of his” 
questions could be answered, ‘and other information desired would necessarily : 
have to be obtained, from this Bureau vy | the State” Department. . i 
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Referonce is made te your nemorandum dated. August Sle - 
1950, which requested more deteilad data ragarding the dates of °' 
De, Tsients employment so thet the time of Ahe taking of the so 
documents van bs established. “ 


: The Los Angeles artice. ef thig Burcay bas usw furnished 
the folluciag dates of Dr. Teients employment at the California 
Zackitiwbe of Teo naclosy (oattech} and. the Uaesachinetis: Ingtitate | eT 
of Technology: tl 


« 1959. to y948 - Research. Fellor in Aeronaubias, Getioot” 
1943. ta 1945 - Assistant: Professor of Aeronentices, Caltech 
1945 te 1946 ~ Assogiate ‘Professor of Aerqnaubios, Caltech 
« 1948 to 1948 ~ Chie? of Research Analysis: Seotion of Jet 
7 Propulsion Laboratory, Caltech 
“-B, 1946 to dune 30, 1949-— Associate Frafessor of Aeronanticel 
.  , Bheinéering, Massachisetts Institute of Technology. ~ 
' 8 1949 to present - Goddard ‘Prafessor ab the Goggenhein 
: Foundation, Caltech. bo . os 
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in addition to tie. abovay Dr. tsien, ‘veoupiyed | B contract as a 
sonsultant with the Havel Grduancé Laboratory, White Oak, Uarylend,.  - 
_ on duly 1, 1947, this: contract was renewed until Juné 50, 1950, Tt is © 
noted, however; the United States Navy denied ar. “Tsien eccess ‘to ve 
classified information. on dane Bo 1950. . 


Your atiention | ag eatied to the seport of Spactat “Agent Holla is 
Ma Bowors, dated tey 24, 1949, af Veshington, D. Ces entitled "Dr. Heug- 
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and the Havy under Goyermuent Contract FORM SR-418 aud WY 1010 RD 1512 
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_ Prederick I. Gonnors dated June 6, noady ‘gh Boston, satitled a& aboves wee 
"Which refleets that Dr, Tsien, was. engaged, ‘park tins on two Rew contracts, 
HogD: O66L and Neohy'1444, These contr dicts velatad to sypersonic wind 
‘umeéis. Copies of the, above reports io ailable to you on 
~ August hi 1950. ¥ : whe 
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HOOD, LA, THIS DATE. CASE PRESENTED TO USA TOLIN AND AUSA MAX Fe 
DEUTZ WHO ADVISED THAT THEY DO NOT DESIRE TOP SECUTE UNTIL PRESENT 


EXAMINATION OF DOCUMENTS COMPLETE. STATED THAT ANY ESRIONAGE 
EXISTING HAS ELTHER ALREADY REEN ACCOMPLISHED OR INTERCEPTED, AND 


APPARENTLY NO IMMEDIATE DANGER OF SUBJECT FLEEING» ALTHOUGH LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES OF AIR MATERIAL COMMAND HAVE DESIGNATED SOME DOCUMENTS - 
AS CLASSIFIED, USA DESIRES VERIFICATION THAT THEY ARE CLASSIFIED 

FROM SPECIALISTS WHO ARE BEING SENT FROM AIR MATERIAL COMMAND 5 WRIGHT 
FIELD, DAYTON, OHIO. EXPECT THIS EXAMINATION COMPLETED ABOUT aa , 
SEPT. FIVE NEXT. AUSA ALSO STATED THAT PROSECUTION BASED ON DOCUMENTS 
WHICH ARE MERELY CLASSIFIED AS QUOTE RESTRICTED UNQUOTE WOULD 

PRESENT WEAK CASE, AND IT IS DESIRED, IF POSSIBLE, TO SECURE 


DOCUMENTS WITH HIGHER CLASSIFICATION. “STATED ALSO THAT THE ONE 


Pht ee 
DOCUMENT cEAsstr £20. as} SECRET AND DOUN-GRADED TO CONFIDENTIAL IS 


TOO OLD TO BE IMPRESSIVE. CASE WILL AGAIN BE PRESENTED TO oye at 
: 7 b3 
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PAGE TWO--------~- 


EXAMINATION OF DOCUMENTS COMPLETED « PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE INSTITUTED 
TODAY TO LOCATE SUBJECT. SUBJECT LOCATED AT CAL TECH. SURVEILLANCE 
DISCONTINUED WHEN USA DECLINED PROSECUTION. IT IS NOT BELIEVED THAT 
A PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO DEVELOPMENT OF ESPIONAGE 
CASE, AND NONE WILL BE CONDUCTED UNLESS CIRCUMSTANCE MAKE IT APPEAR 
DESIRABLE. 
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ADVISED THAT EXAMINATION OF .DOCUENTS EXPEOTED TOBE COMPLETED SEPTEMBER FIVE 
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; TECHNICAL LIAISON OFFICER, SOUTHERN CALTFORNIA AREA, TEN a Sea GREEN 
ee 
STREET, PASADENA, CALIFORNIA; 18 vost QUALIFIED NAVAL REPRESENTATIVE ABLE 
0 FURNISH CURRENT CLASSIFICATION OF DOCUMENTS WEIGH SUBJECT WAS SHIBPING 10 
CHINA. oN SEPTIMBER ONE LAST, ONT, WASHINGTON, SEND "TELETYPE £0 COMMANDANT, 4 
ELEVENTH NAVAL DISTRICT, REQUESTING ORDNANCE TECHNICAL LIAIGON OFFICER TO, x 


: ‘ESMELISH LIAISON WITH customs AND FBI re) Los ANGELES FOR PURPOSE, oF 
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~ Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To" 
FROM 


SUBJECT: 


: A.B Beef DATE: September 7, 1950 
70. BE ae 


*ssSbusSsrar ALL INFORMATION CORTAINED abe (=< 


ESPLOWAGE ~ R HER EINE Nichote, 


IS UNCLASSIFIE a 
DATES [2/9b presets fe 


PURPOSE ~ 


- fo advise that Supervisor J. BE. pony of the Liaison 
Section was contacted on this date by INS with the request that 
he secure clearance for INS to interview Louis Berkus, who in 
the past advised the Bureau that captioned subject had attended A 
meetings which he Berkus believed to be regularly convened meetings 
of the Commimist Party. Tt is recommended that INS be advised 
that-the Bureau has no objection to their interviewing Berkus. 


BACKGROUND 


As you are aware, U.S. Gustoms on August 21, 1950, 
Sekzed a shipment belonging to subject which contained numerous 
classified documents of the Armed Forces. Subject was .shYpping 
the documents to himself in Commmist China from Los Angeles. 
He planned to return to China himself as a result of having been 
denied clearance for further access to classified material by the 
United States Navy. He has until recently been employed as 4 
consultant to the Jet Propulsion Laboratory at Caltech and as a 
Goddard ‘Fellow in the’ Aeronautica} Research laboratory at Caltech. 


As you are also aware, the facts of.this case were 
presented to the United States Attorney at Los Angeles on’ August Bly 
The U.S. Attorney advised he would await further opinions”on the 
classification of the documents prior to authorizing a complaint. 
The facts are to be represented *to the U.S. Attorney upon the 
completion of an examination of the documents by Armed Forces 
specialists. 


During the course of this investigation, INS was furnished 
eopies of pertinent reports in this matter. They have been conducting _ 
independent investigation to establish a deportation case against 
subject. 


Among the reports disseminated to INS was one dated 
November 30, 1949, a8 Tostdvigeles which reflected that one Louis 
Berkus had a@visea the tos , Angeles Office that he remembered subject 
ag. in attendance ab_meetings” Guring 1939 which he, Berkus, believed 
to be regularly’ ‘convened Yheetings of the Commmist Party. Berkus 


is not a regular infordant yofGthe Bureau and_was interviewed as an Bi 
eecoroen-s6 jf___ st 7 
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ex-Commmnist who had formerly belonged to the Commmist Party with 
subject and Sidney Weinbaum. ‘The information furnished by Berkus 
was not reported by the Los Angelesoffice under an informant symbol 
either permanent or temporary. 


RECOMMENDATION 


. Inasmch as Berkus is not a regular informant of the Bureau, 
it is recommended that the Liaison Section advise INS that the Bureau 
has no objection to an interview of Berkus by them. 


ADDENDUM 


Ab 2:15 P.M. Supervisor Foley of the Liaison Section 
advised that Mario Noto of the Central office of INS had now 
telephonically requested Bureau clearance to interview Jacob 
Dubnoff and Gustav Albrecht, both of whom have appeared as government 
Witnesses in the perjury trial of Sidney Weinbaum. The reason for 
this request is apparently due to the fact that reports furnished 
INS regarding subject reflect that Dubnoff, Albrecht, Weinbaum 
and subject were all members of Professional Unit #122 of the 
Commnist Party at Pasadena, California, from 1937-1939. Albrecht 
has advised the Los Angeles Office he can furnish no information 
regarding subject and Dubnoff has never cooperated with the Bureau 

. but testified only after being threatened with contempt. Dubnoff 
and Albrecht are not Bureau informants but were also interviewed 
as ex-Commnists in the Weinbaun investigation. 


RECOMMENDATION 


That Liaison advise INS that we have no objection to their 
interviewing Dubmoff or Albrecht. i 
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. Habe, 
At 1:05 p.m. on September 7, Mr. William Foley of- von. | 
ment called and stated the Department had received infoometion. from the tele. Room___ 
Immigration and Naturalization Service that they had picked up the. subject vos, 
at San Francisco, California, on a deportation warrant to prevent hin Sanity, 
fron leaving the country. However, the Immigration and Naturalization — 
Service is desirous of turning the subject over to the FBI. Mr. Foley 
advised that he was calling in order that we could take possession of the 
subject. 


I advised that we had presented the facts in this case to US Attorney 
Tolin and the Department last week and that Tolin had advised that he was not 
ready to authorize a complaint until anexamination of the documents had been 
completed by the Armed Forces, that we had been in constant touch with USA 
Tolin regarding this and in so far as we know he has not yet authorized the 
complaint. I pointed out that we will not be able to take custody of the 
subject until USA Tolin has authorized a complaint and a warrant is outstanding. 


; Mr. Foley advised that he would check with USA Tolin regarding the status of 


"this matter. 


. Mr. Ray Whearty called me back on the afternoon of September 7, 
to advise that he had talked to USA Tolin and stated that he did not feel 
that-it was safe to proceed on the espionage case until the examination of 
the documents had been completed. He advised further that Agents of our 
Los Angeles Office were working with him closely on this and as soon as he 
felt that he was on safe ground he would authorize prosecution under the 
Espionage Statutes. Mr. Whearty advised that meanwhile INS is holding the 
subj without bail under the deportation warrant. Mr. Whearty anticipates 
that atwrit will be served to effect the release of the subject from INS, 4 

~ bub “temporarily he is being held without bail. Mr. Whearty advised that he’ , 

* had’ Tequested USA Tolin to arrive at a conclusion as rapidiy as possible “ 

tative “e8 the merits of the espionage case. 
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CALTECH 


HELD ON U.S. COUNT 
Propulsion Expert Arrested on Deportation 
Warrant Charging Subversive Group Activity 


eo oe & 
ati 


SCIENTIST” | 


len, 40, Caltech propulsion expert, “was| 


aryested Yesterday by Federal officers On a deportation war- 
vant charging he is a meimboxsefa subversive organization. 


Two weeks ago.a shipment of 


eight. casés, bel 


isent: by Dr. 


Tsien to Red China was detained 
on .grount 


it, contained secret, 
scientific infor. 


‘cio assistant 
district ‘direétol of immigration,: 
confirmed that ie scientist is 

n the warrant at immigra 
tion detentio: 


Date for-a hearing - on ‘the 
warrant has not yet been set, 
said. De Guercio: ‘The arrest .of 


Dy. Tsien was‘niade at his home, f 


360 Buena ~ 
dena, 

7In Washington), an ‘Immigra. 
tion Service official déscribed it 
as a “civil detention’’but would 
not amplify. Riesite © oe 

:The warrant does not- mention 
the Communist Party, ‘but ac- 
euses the: scientist of being a 
member of .."an . organization 
which has as ‘its object the over-| 
throw of the’ United States'gov- 
ernment by mearis of force’ and 
violence.” He. is: held without 
jbail. f 
* Documents De 

Aug. 24, U.S, Judge Ben Harri- 
son sighed an: ordétpfor.’a civil 
warrant of detentio: 
eases of document: 
ment, consigned by. 


ma Court, Alta: 


ei: ement to The Times 
following ‘the court’s' selzuite or: 
der, Dr. Tsien admitted he had 
planned to go to.China.-.He in- 
sisted there was nd ‘classified in-1 
formation in ‘the, “impounded 
eases as far ag he'linew, “f 
Dr. Tsien is ‘éad of Caltech’s} 
Daniel and Florence, Guggen- 
heim Jet Propulsion: Cénter,} 
which he set up.in 19407 He 
came to the faculty of Caltech 
from Massachusetts Ihstitute of 
t ‘Technology, whére he-was.pro- 
f fessor of aerodynamics, .He're- 
ceived his doctorate at Caltech 
in 1939. Sita eae ea 
‘The seized document are cut- 
‘rently being examined by gov- 
ériment experts t0-determine 
éxactly what was included. | 
“Case Dated: AT 
When informed. of Dr. Tsien’s 
detention by Federal «officers, 
Prof. BE. G. Watson, dean of the! 
faculty at Caltech, disclosed that: 
it was during 1047 “that te a 
tion of which he is accused b; 
immigratioh authorities oc 
curred.’ q ae 
Dr. Tsiep at the time was a 
member of'the MIT staff as“pro- 
fessor of aeronautics. ; 
“Institute, authorities staté 


. that they have always bad’ com- 

plete confidence in’ Dr. Tsien’s} 

loyalty and integrity,” said Prof. 
raison. Semen? 
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“when he came here as a graduate 


The dean said Dr. Tsien’s con- 
nection with Caltech began 


student in 1936, After obtaining 
his doctor’s degree in aeronautics 
and mathematics, he remained at 
Caltech for seven years as re- 
search féllow, assistant and later 
associate professor. In i946 Dr. 
Tsien accepted the MIT post. 
During the war Dr. Tsien was 
a member of the Scientific Ad- 
visory Board of the Army Air 
Forces, said Prof. Watso: 
‘As one of the most brilliant 
and outstanding authorities, in 
"his field-mathematical analysis 
of basic-problems of high-velocity 
phenomena and strength of ma- 
terial—Dr. Tsien was invited in 
4949 to establish the jet-propul- 
sion centers, at Caltech, Prof. 
Watson saidf ; 
Commercial Work 
Work of the jet propulsion 
eenter under Dr. Tsien is coti- 
cerned primarily: with graduate 
study and research in the devel- 
dpment of jet propulsion for ci- 
vilian and commercial applica- 
tion, Prof. Watson said. . 
“Tt has no connection with the 
institute’s jet propulsion labord- 
tory which is supported by funds 
supplied by the Armed Serv- 
ices,” he said, “Caltech students 
in jet propulsion have. access to 
the work of the jet propulsion 
Jaboratory only after: securing 
clearance from the armed sery- 
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SUBJECT: “sat sansrah, Wase 8S = Ve We | 

SPLONAGE - R Gf ” | 

: Pal» 


3G, 
_I talked with Mr. Ray Whearty of the Department at 6:30 l Your 


P. Mo, September 6, 1950, I advised him that our Los Angeles ‘Toke. Roop 
Office’ has been advised by INS that they have authorization Neaso, 
to arraést the Subject for violation of the Immigration Act canes. 


and hold without ‘bail. Whearty stated that he was not aware — 
of this action on the part of INS. : 


“He did state that he “had recéived a long letter from Tolin, USA 

at Los Angeles, ‘setting férth a lorg tabulation of the subject's 

activities and complaining that none of the Féderal agencies were 

keeping the subject under constant surveillance to prevent his By 
lédving the courttry. Whearty stated the Department answered this ~\ e 
communication fron Tolin by advising him that if he were of the ¢« ‘ 
opinion that a violation existed that” he shovld go-ahead and S ’ 
authorize. complaints and have the subject arrested. He said he : a 
had heard ‘nothing further from Tolin on the matter. I told him 

that we would’ contintie to make contact with Tolin in Los Angeles 

_jregarding prosecution of the subject under espionage charges. 


OBSERVATION 


sent . "2 Bhe Los Angeles Office has been specifically instructed to 
' maintain contact with Tolin and to keep him advised of al]. developments: 
, 88 they occurs 


. None. For your information. 


— 


} . cans . 
RECORDED °F 
| ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ByShaece (i 


42 & 


OSSEP 291950 . 


_ SEPTEMBER 13. 1950 URGENT - i. 


pad: _ Slgae, nos Asenies ay 
3 Pa (Bag, os atone Ose» 
Oo f@ Wo . Sst oi Mae te eo, 
HSUE-SHEN-TSIRN, WAs BSPIONAGE - B.  REURTEL SEPTEMBER SEVEN 
LAST. “ADVISE STATUS. : eet) , 


_- HOOVER: > = 


At, Fols6n maneerme 


get Als oae dds Ue 29ST 
Ege ACATIOS SubTtatt 


AG anew 


ed 


SEP 43 1950 ean ah ae 


5 ok. NICHOLS oan J 


4 hs, Hopson 2. 


TELETYPE , tr, Tracy --————— 


Hit, Hobo .-—annann, 


‘Mr, Bolmont 


Mr, Mohr en 


WASH 5 FROM LOS ANGELES 13 12-30 PM Boe ROOD oem 
favs DEFERRED HERE ae CONTAINED 
- . N IS UNCLASSIFIED 

o af DATES|-4y _ BY: 


HSUE~SHEN TSIEN, WA. ESP-R.« REURTEL THIS DATE. a BEING PREPARED. oe 


USN piorp TECHNICAL LIAISON OFFICE, PASADENA, CALIF.,: ADVISES SUBJECT~ J Ss: 
PAPERS FOUND TO CONTAIN ONLY ONE ITEM OF NAVY INTEREST. THIS ITEM IS @,. 
A SUMMARY REPORT PREPARED FOR MIT DEPT. OF CHEMICAL ENGINEER ING caprronniCh 
QUOTE COMBUSTIBLE RESEARCH OF FUELS, OF THE FUEL RESEARCH LAB. UNQUOTE, | 
PREPARED IN CONNECTION WITH FORTYTWO FORTYEIGHT NAVY CONTRACT NO. SMALL 
A ONE FOUR ZERO FIVE~ TWO EIGHT NINE SEVEN~ FIVE ONE FIVE TWO- EIGHT 
SIX THREE TWO D.I.C. SIX TWO FIVE EIGHT - JUNE FORTYEIGHT. BOTLO 
STATES THEY RECEIVED INFO FROM MIT THAT THIS ITEM BEARS RESPRICEED . ~~} 
| ° CLASSIFICATION. MAJOR GEO. E. PARSONS, ORDINANCE OFFICER, JET PROPUL- 4 


iL 


_ SION LAB, CAL-TECH, PASADENA, CALIF.s, IN LETTER TO U.S. CUSTOMS, Los 
| ANGELES, ADVISED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN SUBJECT-S PAPERS ARE CURRENTLY ~~ 
CLASSIFIED- ONE. LECTURES ONE THRU FIVE, FIVE THRU TEN, JET PROPULSION 
COURSE NOW CLASSIFIED RESPREGTED. TUO. REPORT ON HI SPEED PRESSURE 
DISTRIBUTION OF X s B TWO B-ONE COWL. PREPARED BY GALCIT,. APRIL 


| EIGHTHs FORTYTHREE. PARSONS ADVISED COPIES OF THIS REPORT MAY BE 


FOUND IN AERONAUTICAL LIBRARY AT CAL TECH AND 1S CLASSIFIED AS conPriayr- 
. j 
| IAL. THREE. AN INVESTIGATION OF. POSSIBLE METHODS FOR OBTAINING a 


AERODYNAMIC DATA-AT HI MACH NUMBERS. PARSONS ADVISED THAT THIS REPORT 
RECORDED - 39 F 
PROBABLY PREPARED IN FULFILLMENT OF SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENT 
SEP 
ONE TO CONTRACT W THREE THREE~ZERO THREE EIGHT SMALL AC ~ Of Beg 45 5 1950 
5, Lo 


THIS, RERORT. MAY 


PAGE TWO 
FOUND IN JET PROPULSION LIBRARY AND CURRENTLY CLASSIFIED CONFIDENTIAL. 
MAJOR LYMAN P. DAVISON, LAAF, FIELD OFFICE, ADVISED THEIR 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF DOCUMENTS NOW BEING EVALUATED BY AIR MATERIAL COMMAND, 
WRIGHT FIELD. DAVISON ADVISED TWELVE THOUSAND FRAMES OF FILM WERE 
TAKEN AND THAT INVENTORY ALONE FILLED TWENTYSIX TYPED PAGES. ABOUT 
THIRTYSIX ITEMS BORE CLASSIFIED MARKINGS AND EVALUATION OF THESE 
EXPECTED IN ABOUT TEN DAYS. EVALUATION OF REMAINDER MAY REQUIRE 
SEVERAL WEEKS. 
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ADVISED THEY HAVE RECEIVED AUTHORIZATION FROM CENTRAL OFFICE INS 


WASH., D.C. TO ARREST SUBJECT IMMEDIATELY FOR VIOLATION OF 


fa 
IMM. 


GRATION ACT OF NINETEEN EIGHTEEN AND HOLD WITHOUT BAIL. INS | “ 


ADVISES ACT OF NINETEEN EIGHTEEN FORBIDS SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES’ 


ON PART OF ALIENS. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS.* 
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Department of the Army 

The Pentagon - 2 
Washington 25, aad Ge 


Atbentions Chief, Seoiutiy. and Training ‘Group 
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Reference is made te our memorandum to the Divectat ‘of 
> Navel ‘Intelligences with copy to ‘the Assistant Clie? of Staff, G-2, 
Departmnt of the Aruy, and ty our memoratidun’ Sat ted August ®s 
1950 to the Assistant Chief of Stat, G2: 


Fi The ‘above nenmoranda set out. a “ist of classified 
deuments found in a shipment whieh De, Tsien was forwarding 
1f in Commvaist China and requested that you advise 
be prevent classification of the documents’ therein named 
a8 Wald as the ideatiby of the person whe could testify 
to thdir classification, 


It is requested that the sbova information be 
tished this Burezu a6 the earliest possible date in, 
ea that _gey be wade available to the Department of 
Wastinetoh, D. Cs ae to the Baited States 
tes Aneelen.- 
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yeD STATES TEPARTMENT oF guste} we 4 


ae : ‘d 


“gransmit the following message 03/13/50 URGENT 


Tos COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Sac, LA 


HsuE-Siy T6IBN, BSP-R. “NATIONAL ADVISORY COMITERER FOR 
ADRONAUTICS, EASHINGHON, D.C., STATES THEY ARE INStRUCTING Bete 
TA REPRESENTATIVE OF NACA TO CONTACT LA OFFICE OP BUREAU AND © <fox7-— 
"ARRANGE YOR SECURING OF PHOTOSTATS OF WATERIAL OF MAGA INTEREST 
“WHICH SUBJEOT IMS ‘SHIPPING TO CHINA. PHOTOSTATS VILL BE 
" FORNARDED TO NACA, WASHINGTON, FOR DETERIINATION OF PRESENT 
GLASSIPIOATION. FURNISH NECESSARY ASCISTANCE AND KEEP BUREAU 
" ADIISHD OF ALL DEvELOPUMTS, . x? 
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" ABROUAUTICS, VASHINGEON, ADVISED BUREAU HIS DATE TH? THEIR " phpRESEWTATIVE, 
ILLIA J. UNDERWOOD, AT RIGHT FIELD, DAYTON, OHO, TELEPHONE EXTENSION - 
"Bi FIVE ONE ONE FOUR, ADVISED THEN THAT PHOTOGRAPHS OF HATERTAL WHICH 
SUBJECT ATTMPTED 0 SHTP 10 cnrTHA “RED wHtOH ARE WOR. 2 ‘POSSBESION 
“OF AIR FORCES AP URIGHT FIELD REVEAL SUBJECT EAD TOCUMBHTS OF HAETOUAL 
RESOURCES COMIGIL aND THAT -NO APTEMPT 15 BEING EADE TO DETERUINE WHBIHER 
000 Rae warRaran Is CLASSTETED:, ‘URDERTOOD 4180 ADVISED THAT THRE ane ; 


: RECEIPES, FOR DATERTAL WHICH SUBJECT HAS APPARENTLY CHARGED. our ai 7 

: ‘No ATTEMPT ca BEING EADE BY “ANYONE TO RECOVER sine PROIS SUBJECT ; : 
‘CIRCINNATE. 18 FO coWTACE TRIDERRIOOD RONEDIATELY ‘FOR FULL DERALIS | 2 MA e “5 
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{STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memolidum - UNITED wall GOVERNMENT 


To : Mr. A. He. Bel . DATE: September 13, 1950 
FROM : Mr, 6. B. Hemch ; We: 

7 He 
SUBJECT: DR. Fsue- Suan 'SIEN yy 


ESPIONAGE - R iw . 


Mr. Robert Bell of NACA called on September 13, and state 
that he had been considering the matter of classification of the docu- 
ments found in the possession of Dr. Tsien by Customs and that he is 
desirous of having photestats of the material which is of NACA interest: caney, 
examined by authorities in Washington, D. C., for the purpose of deter-~ l parc) 


mining classification. He said that he felt that experts in Washington 

would be better qualified-than would the NACA officials in California. _ 

He stated that he was considering contacting the NACA representative in aor: 
California and requesting that he get in touch with our Los Angeles Office 7 
in this connection, Bell wanted to kmow if this was satisfactory. with the 

Bureau. : 


I told Mr. Bell that this Bureau is interested in definitely deter- 
mining classification of any of the material in Dr. Tsien's possession. I 
told him that we, of course, are desirous of obtaining final word from NACA 
on such classification. iff 


y 
Mr. Bell stated that he would get in touch with his representative ] 
and have him contact our Los Angeles Office. : 


A teletype has been ‘dispatched to Los Angeles advising them of 
the above, ‘ 
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» Office MemorPrdum * UNITED ons GOVERNMENT 


i 
4 To: UR Ay He eal’ 


FROM ¢ UR. Gs Be Gs > 


) es } Tes 
‘SUBJECT: va Yoos Grew TSIEN Ye | of 


DATE: ne 21, 1950 


‘ToRson, 


SA laa, 


ESPIONAGE - ; tag : Sos 
vy Sy a mi 


Bob’ Bell of NAGK called at my office on the ier 
afternoon of September 20, You will recall that he had few 
previously indicated that he wanted to stop by and be n Gandy. 
Gdutsed genéraliy of the background of the investigation 
OP DELETE tn 


fi discussed the case in general erms with: a, 
Bell and he became more and more searohi n his questions 


and finally asked for specific infomation regarding Dr. 
Psten's assoctates and Conmuntst affiliations. : 


I pointed out to Bell that he had originally 
requested general information regarding Dr. Tsten‘and that 
if he desired specific details, it would be necessary to 
review the file thoroughiy tn order to furnish him complete 
details, and since he indicated that he planned to use the 
information in connectton with his conference with Defense 
officials, I told him that if_minute details were to be. 
furnished they should be furnished tn_oriting. I Gsked hin 
to inditete the basts On which he was making the request. : 
He then said he d o desire to make est for complete 
details in connect Dtth the “investi and that the 
Geweral facts which I had furnished to him would be sufficient. 


SULT 


fte_BY. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 


DATESIZ 


He pointed out that the National Advisory Committee 
on_Aeronautics is an independent Government Committee and 
while representatives of the various Defense agencies are on 
the Advisory Board, in their capaeity on the Advisory Board 
they are acting independently of thetr normal connections 
with the particular Defense establishment which they represent. 
He stated that his’ interest in this matter stems from his 
responstbility for security over WHCA matters, that in the 
CASE Of Drs Tsien he] Ot"-be are 
nater tal, Us GT at 
representative Of “the 
the Air.Force representative thereafter an 
Dr. fsien classified information. 


RPI TC SRD 


t pointed out that if he were making.a specifie r st fo " 
_OGOCT 3 1850 peconnen - 28 8 iso) 


| CEH: Cr SESS ee aN 
mer eC ra) INDEXED » 28 oe ISB <AASeX ; wy 


detailed infornation, I would accept his request and 

determine whether approval could be secured for furnishing 
the information to him. He stated that he was not making such 
@ request and in the event it later became destrable, he 


would so advise the Bureau. 
ACTION + 


None. For your informations 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: HR. A. Be an patz: September 29, 1950 
FROM : URs Ga Be ih - j en _—— 
@ 2) : G. I eal cress, 
qe" SUBJECT: DR, ASUE-SHEN ‘TSIEN z ein 
ESPIONAGE ~ 2 a tne 
ft: ee 


Bob Bell of NAGA called on. the morning of September 29, 
He stated that he had seheduled a conference with General 
: Vandenberg and Admiral Lundquist at the Pentagon regarding , 
i Dr, Tsien, The purpose of the conference ts to determine what - 
action, tf any, should be taken in making overtures to the 
| acme General to tssue an order prohibiting the exit from , 


‘the United States of Dre Tsien and possibly taking cagivionad 
» ,~aebtion to prevent him from leaving the United States. — 


q 
H 


In this connection Bell stated that the NACA has never | 
reedived any specific information regarding the background of 
afsien and that he would like to stop by the Bureau at 3300 Pus 
todey to obtain an oral fill-in in general terms regarding the 
OP... affiliations and/or. associations of Dr. Psien, and a brief 
picture of-the developnent of the tnuestigation in order that he 
gould nore intelligently discuss the matter with General Vandenberg 
andj Admiral Lundquist. . 


l¢ ig noted that at the time Customs searched the effects 

Dr. Tsien which he had attempted to take out of the United 
States there were found considerable quantitie’s of technical 
material, some of which was classified. This material pertained 
principally to dir force, Navy and NACA matters, The NACA has 
been ezanining this material at Wright Field, where photostatiec 
coptes are in the possession of dtr Force authorities, in on 
effort to assist in the classification of the material. 


RECOMMENDATION s 
It is recommended that Mr, Bell be orally furnished 


general details regarding the development of the. Tsten case. 
ene 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAI 
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eau ‘of Ordiahee, SEBO, 


‘ofEiee thich cin beak advice ke" ach clascificstion (| 


i . a j 
Macgochusetts Institute 2 Technology, * 
sapbioned Conbychible: Research of Fuels 


oe af tie deb Propuiato rabory of thé-Celifordis Institute af. 
oldpy,. 2 i 3 heh: eax oc) 
58 : . 


Parsons advised in hie Istter that copise ‘of this vepork may be : 
found in tho Aeronautical, brary atthe Galifornia Ipatibute of 
Technologyy and the report 46 classified as confidential. cons 


(3) hn dnveotigation of possible metheds for obtaining 
-aorodynanite data ab Hi Mech numbers. According to Uajor Pargons y 
Ehds report: wis’ probably prepaidd in ful filinent of supplementary 
agreenent No. .1-to. Gontract W9G-O3@ne~1717-11592,. Copies of this : 
report. nay he found inthe Jot Propulsion idbrary of the California ~_- 
Tnotitube of Techndlogy and are currently clasaified co Sdentdal, “oo. 


tisjor Lyman FP. Davigon of the Iss Jngoles Air Yorce Field Office has: = 
“adviged that photogrophe of tha docutents which were tontainod in Dr. Yelents 
vhipsent are now boing evaluated by fie Abr Matericl Comond at Wright Field, - 
Beyton, Chic. Major Davisan advised that 12,000 frames of ‘film vera taken, ~:~ 
and that the daventory of the maberidl filled. 25 typed pages. Acgording ‘to. 
Major Davison, 34 of the items Wore classified markings, and the evaluation 
of then was expacted to be completed in. about. ten days. “Th vas bis opiziion -/ 
uation of the rendinder of the material may vequire several ~~ 


+. J A:eurrent report in. commestion with this’ investigation is presently ©...” 
being preparéd. A copy will be aade available to you fomediately upon its 

“ -geceiph ab this Buren. ..You will. also be furnished shy pertinent additional. -... 
+ information received in thie mather. . Poa aD Soe 


Office Memo aduan * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
rose Lapp Mau INFORMATION CONTAINER. septenser 13, 1950 


, HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED & 
FROM : A, Hy BEING : he romen 
MESlsay B 6 Se S-/ 
SUBJECT: De.“HSUE a Ystaceells 44 
ESPIONAGE - BR. a 


ay i fo- t 
On the evening of September 12, 1950, Security 
Officer Robert L, Bell, former Bureau Agent, of the National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, personally called at ny Pere MO 
office to advise that Dr. Jerome Hunsaker, Chairman of the . Gandy, 
NACA, and Major General Gordon P. Saville, Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Developnent for the Air Force, had expressed great 
concern over the possibility that this subject might be allowed 
to leave the country. They ddvised that Tsien is one of the ten best 
informed men in the United States on development of air craft. At 
the request of the Air Force, the NACA had furnished the results of 
their research to Dr. Yon Karman, Consultant to the Air Force on 

Air Craft Development at California Institute of Technology. Subject 
Tsien was Yon Karman's righthand man and, consequently, undoubtedly 
had knowledge of all of the research data furnished by NACA to Yon 
_Karman., Much of this material is of extreme importance and of a 
highly confidential nature. . 


cea 


Mr. Bell advised that an NACA representative had examined 
the information in possession of Tsien at the time Tsien attempted 

tp leave the country and had found that while some of the informa- 
ofon coming from NACA had been classified, it was no longer classifieds 
fe aduised that the concern of General Saville and Dr. Hunsaker is 
garding the information Tsien has in his head. 


Mr. Bell was advised that Tsien is presently in custody 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service on a deportation 
rrante He was further advised that we have presented the case 
. OF Tsten from an espionage standpoint to U. S. Attorney Folin in 
i4 igs Angeles, who is presently awaiting the results of exanination 
wiby the Armed Services of the data found in Tsien's possessions 
git the completion of this examination, Mr. Tolin has advised he will 
nder a decision as to prosecution under tie Espionage Statute. 


Mr. Bell advised that he would rech 


ck to make sure that 
eof the information in Tsien's possessio, 's presently, of a 
ssified nature, as far as NACA is concerned.’ He advised that in 
tew of the concern of Dr. Hunsaker and General Saville, he would like 
to be informed tf action ts taken against Tsien under’ the Espionage 
Statute. I advised him we would be Sanna i) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FILE No. . b3 
a: bTE 


b THis case onieinareo ar LOS ANGELES 


- REPORT MADE AT ; DATE WHEN MADE rep ron | REPORT MADE RY jew 
LOS ANGELES 9/22/50 8/21--9/13/50) — ROGER S. C. WOLCOTT 
Gz, fh a CHARACTER OF GASE 
HSUB-SHEN TSIEN, wa. John w.' Decker ESPIONAGE - R 
P-QE > So 


7 BEC b are tat Ee) Cased fot OY nogoth oasod len 
3 2 ct Leashes 


svplorsis oF Facts: Personal aol! seb oub. Immigration and Naturali- 
zation Service records reflect subject born 9-2-09 

1 pee bt at Shanghai, China. AER number 4656868. Graduate 

04 fae RIMES oz/rstudent at Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 


STATE Cal Tech 1935-39. Research worker and professor at 
ON/ . Cal Tech 1939 to present, with exception period 196 

oS; to 19L9 spent at MIT as professor in Aeronautics. 

ot On 6-6-50 joint army, Navy and air Force personnel 

INS my . 

OIG Security Board issued "Denial of Consent" refusing 


Po age subject further access to classified information. 

Cte Bon, Data set out re TSIEN's employment on Government 
contracts. Description set out. Reliable informant 
states subject was member of Professional Unit No. 

122 of Communist Party at Pasadena, California in 
1939, using Party alias of JOHN M. DECKER and was 
issued 1939 Communist Party card No. 100i. Results of 


* L pie interview with subject set out. “Subject admits sub- 


scription to Daily Peoplets world, 1938 to 1939 but . 
denied Communist Party membership. TSIEN had reserva— 
tion to depart U. 8. for Hongkong, 8-29-50. Subjdett s 
baggage and papers searched and siezed on 8-21-50 

by U. S. Customs, Los Angeles pursuant to U. Se 
PAG fo TE 


GINIVINOD NOLLWANOANI 


7 a Export Control laws. List of 36 documents marked 
dt Miph dassified set out with evaluation’to-date by quali- 
a. fied agencies as to current ‘sequrity classification. ‘ 


-To date, evaluation of papers revealed 3 documents 
currently bearing classification of tRestrictedt and 
two "Confidential". INS advises subject served with 


order forbidding departure ‘from.U. §. in aecord 


fe 
ve Sift ‘ Z : 
‘APPROVED AND o CHARGE | z -—! 
PORWARDES. 5 betes 1G ‘ FCORDED - 3 


rer ; 

Be Bureau (Airmail) Cp. 

i - U.S. Attorney, Los Angele's i . 
- IFO #2, Pt. Macarthur 

~ INS, Los Angeles 

“OSI, Dist. 18, Maywood 

* 1+U.S. Customs Ss Angeles 

2 = Boston 2 ~- Cincinnati 
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t 


5, Govyuenr prtntine oFeIce — 10—97952-1, 


5 - Los Angeles wv : 


with provisions of Immigration Act of 5-22-18 

Amended. On 9-6-50 subject arrested in Pasadena 

by INS and charged with violation of Immigration 

Act of 10-16-18 as Amended (re subversive activities 
on part of aliens). Facts re possible espionage 
violation presented te U.S. Attorney, Los Angeles 

on 8-31-50 and 9-15-50. - Prosecution declined with 
reservation that case be again presented when complete 
evaluation of present classification of documents is 
completed by interested agencies. 


-Pp- 
DETAILS : 


I PERSONAL HISTORY 


General Background 


The records at Immigration and Naturalization Service at 19th 


and BE. capitol Streets, Washington, D.c., revealed that in his application for 
visa 
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HSUE-SHEN TSIEN said that he had resided at Shanghai, China from September, 1929 
until July, 1934 and at Peiping, China from July, 1934 until July, 1935. In the 
application, he said that he was born on Sepbemb 3» 19 hanghai, that 
his mother was deceased and his father's name wasl Chaia /Chin fISIEN of 16 Pang Ku 
Yunyuan, Hangcho, China. PSIEN said he intended 4o study atf’the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology for three years. A non quota student's visa was issued 
by the American Consulate General of Tientsin,’ China, and TSIEN subsequently 
arrived in the United States at Seattle » Washington on September 3, 1935 on the 
President JACKSON. Alien Enemy Registration Form No. 1656868 revealed TSTEN's 
address at the time to be 281 Ss. Chester Avenue, Pasadena, California and it is 
to be noted that in this form, as statement No. 15, is the following: 


"Within the past five years I have not been affiliated 
with or active in (a member of, official of, or 
organizer for) organizations, devoted in whole or in 
part, to influencing the political activities, public 
relations or public policies of a foreign government." 


In this AER form the birth appears as September 1, 1910; however, 
it is to be noted that this is the only discrepancy in his birth in the file as 
ab all other times it appears as September 2, 1909. 


A copy of the fingerprints are attached to the ARR form on which 
TSIEN's birth date is listed as September 2, 1909. 4n ABR address record card 
dated March 15, 193 reflected TSTENts address as 360 E. Buena Loma Court, Alta- 
dena, California. 


The State Department records which were reviewed in connection . 
with TSIEN revealed that on April 23, 1945, the exit permit was waived for TSTEN's 
departure on or before May bs, 1945 pursuant to the war Departmentts request, JCS 
military permit 8617 and AER permit No. 25017 were furnished TSIEN by the Army3 
further, that TSIEN was employed by the War Department as an export consultant 
at $25.00 per day. 


The State Depantment file further reflected that TSIEN would return 
to the States under Section | (e.} of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) regulation as a student 


The INS records \reflect that TSIEN was admitted for permanent 
residence on April 21, 197, at Rousets Point, New York, from Montreal, canada, 
and at this time had given as a residence #5 Hobart Road, Newton, Massachusetts. 


The INS file further reflected that in his application for re-entry 
at Boston, Massachusetts, dated| iiay 16, 1947, TSIEN proposed departure from the 
United states on July h, 19h7 *\ plane from San Francisco for China in order to 


\ 
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visit his people. He re-entered at Honolulu on September 27, 1947 and had been 
granted re-entry permit #1450120, having expiration date May 28, 19h8. 


Additional information in the INS records reflects that TSTRN's 
local Draft Board was 189, Los Angeles, California; that he is five feet, seven 
inches in height, and has been given FBI fingerprint No. L79)66. . 


Mr. FRED ELM, INS, 73 Tremont Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 
furnished subject's file reflecting that he filed an Application for Certificate 
of Arrival and Preliminary Form Declaration of Intention to Become a United states 
Citizen on January 1h, 19h9. his form indicates that HSUE-SHEN TSIEN of 9 
Chauncy Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, arrived in the United states fron 
Rouse's Point, New York, April 21, 1947 by train from Montreal, canada. He 
left san Francisco on July 1, 197 by Pan-American plane to China and returned 
to Honolulu September 27, 1947, also by Pan-American plane. 


A memorandum for the Nationality Section in subject's file 
dated February 2), 1919 reflected the following history of subject: 


9-2-35 Admitted at Seattle, washington as lw student, 
File 7028-503 


4-29-45 Departed Washington, D. C. 


6-20-45 Admitted Washington, D. co. army Air Transport 
File 055-9176. 


10-2-L6  Pre-examination, Boston, 0200~3831 
4~21-L7? admitted, Montreal, permanent resident 
The following information was obtained from the files of central 


Office, INS, the Personnel files of Gal fech and from T-h, of known reliability, 
regarding TSIEN's past residences. 


9-35 to 9-36 Graduate House, MIT, Boston, Massachusetts; 
9-36 to 8-39 3U4 S. catalina Avenue, Pasadena, California; 
1937 to 1938 113 Cardova Street, Pasadena, California (this 
period falls within the period mentioned above); 
1938 to 1939 Graduate House, Cal Tech; . 
1939 to 190 288 S. Michigan Avenue, Pasadena, California; 
190 to 1941 281 §. Chester Avenue, Pasadena, California; 
19);1 to August, 196 360 EB. Buena Loma Court, Altadena, california; 
August, 1946 to June, 199 9 Chauncy Street, Boston, Massachusetts; 
dune, 1949 to present 360 B. Buena Toma Court, Altadena, California 


The following description was obtained from a review of the 
personnel files at cal Tech, and the’ files of central Office, INS and Boston 
office, INS and from observation: 


Name and aliases; fib lhe ISIEN, wa. John W. Decker 
pais, Haas fos, 


Sex: 
Races Yellow 
Born: Shanghai, China, September 2, 1909. It is 

noted at various times, TSIEN has furnished 

the following conflicting birth dates: 

9/2 and 9/3/09 and 9/1/20. 6 
Heights Sr pau . 
Weight: 130 Tos bIC 
Build: Light . 
Hairs Black 
Eyes Black 
Occupation: ona) ‘tical Engineer, Teacher, research worker 
Marital status; 
Wife: 


Immediate relatives: 


N 
LANG-CHUAN CHANG (mother - deceased) 
FBI No.: L79L6K6 
AER No.: . 4656868 


Subject!s personnel file at Cal Tech reflects that he traveled 
in Germany, France, Switzerland, England and China. 


Education and Employment 


The subject of this case, about the year 1938-39, together with 
several other graduate students at the California Institute of Technology, be- 
came extremely interested in the field of jet propulsion and rocket missiles. 
As.a resuit of this original interest, this group more or less on its own voli~ 
tion pioneered in the development in this field which later developed into what 
is now the Jet Propulsion Lab of cal Tech. During the war this establishment 
did most of the basic research on rockets and jet propelled missiles which were 
used during the past war. This information was furnished by T~1, believed to 
ve reliable, Dr. EARNEST C. WATSON, Cal Tech and Dr. LOUIS G. DUNN, Jet Propul- 
sion Laboratory, Cal Tech. 


The following information concerning the subject's history as 
a student, teacher and research worker was compiled from a review of the records 


of INS, 19th and Bast Capitol Street, Washington, D. ¢., of Cal Tech, Pasadena, 
California, and of Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Boston, Massa~ 
chusetts. TSIHV's personnel record at Gal Tech was made available to the writer 
and SA SAMUEL G. McELDOWNEY on September 5, 1950 by Miss HENRIRTTA WALTERS, 
Assistant Director of Personnel. 


193k BS in Railway Mechanical Engineering, chiao-Tung 
University, Shanghai, china; 

9~35 to 9-36 Graduate student - MTT; 

9-36 to 8-39 Graduate student, Cal Tech; 


9-39 Appointed Research Fellow in Aeronautics at 
Cal Techs 
9m 1-h3 Appointed Assistant Professor of aeronautics, 


Cal Tech. (Notation in Cal Tech records reflects, 
"Transferred from GALCIT 6 to 10"); 

3-25-45 Assigned additional duties as Research Con~ 
sultant for GALCIT 1 and for National Defense 
Research Council Project, entitled "Physics 3; 

7-3-hh Appointed Staff Engineer, Cal Tech for GALCIT 21; 

1+2=h5 Appointed Research Staff Member, Jet Propulsion 
Lab., 1800 Oak Grove Avenue, Pasadena, California 
(Gal Tech); 

6-30-]5 Terminated Physics 3; 

2-1-5 Appointed Associate Professor of Aeronautics, 
Cal Tech. (Notation in record: "One-half salary 
to Cal Tech Aeronautical Project and other half 
to JPL combracts") 


J-1-h5 to 

8-17-h6 Wrote and taught text on Jet Propulsion 
(GALGIT 37 )5 

8-31-16 Terminated at Cal Tech; 

ai fe 6-30-l9 Professor of Aeronautical Engineering, MIT 

9-1-9 to 

present ROBERT H. GODDARD, Professor of Jet Propulsion, 
cal Tech. 


On May 27, 1950 T-5, another government agency which conducts 
security and personnel investigations, advised that by letter dated gume 6, 
1950 a Denial of Consent was issued with regard to the subject of this case by 
the Joint army-Navy and Air Force Persommel Security Board. 


Dr. CLARK B. MILLIKAN, Director, Guggenheim Aeronautical Lab., 
Cal Tech, on September 5, 1950, when interviewed by the writer and SA SAVUEL 
G. McELDOWNEY, advised that although TSIEN had discussed with Cal Pech authorities 
the desirability of resigning from his Professorship at the Guggenheim geronautical 
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Lab., he had not, as of that date, actually tendered his resignation. Dr. 


MILLIKAN further advised that TSIEN was still on a fully paid status at Cal , 
Tech. 


Employment of TSTEN on U. S. Government Contracts 


1. At Massachusetts Institute _of Technology 

7-l advised that TSTEN, while at MIT from September, 196 to 
June 30, 1949, spent 10% of his time on two non-classified Navy contracts and 
also worked on one non-classified Air Force contract which are listed below: 


N-ORD 9661; ; 
N-ORD 1hhh (re design and operation of a supersonic wind tunnel); 
W33~038 ac 17239. 


2. at California Institute of Technology | 

Dr. CLARK B. MILLIKAN, Director, Guggenheim Aeronautical Lab., 
Cal Tech, advised that his records reflect TSIEN's employment on the following 
contracts awarded to Cal Tech. Further information concerning the date and 
security classification of each contract was obtained locally from the contract- 
ing agencies and is set out under each contract. Dr. LOUIS G. DUNN, Director, 
det Propulsion Laboratory, furnished the information relative to TSIEN's 
employment at JPi. 


The information concerning Air Force contracts (usually desig- 
nated by the letters "act) was furnished the writer on September 12, 1950 by 
Me. JOHN L. MURPHY, Assistant Chief, Intelligence and Security Branch, Los 
Angeles Air Force Procurement Field office, Air Materiel Command, 155 W. Wash~ 
ington Boulevard, Los Angeles, California. The information concerning Army 
ordnance contracts was furnished the writer on September 2, 1950 by Mr. E. L. 
STONE, Security officer, Los Angeles Ordnance District, 35 N. Raymoml Street, 
Pasadena, California. 
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(2) W33-038 ac 1717 (11592) (cal Tech designation GALCIT 10). TSIEN 
assigned 9-1-3. 

Air Force Contract - Declassified since October 1, 1945. 
AMC, Los Angeles advises that this contract originally awarded 
on January 25, 191 to Cal. Tech and declassified on October 1, 
19:5 by authority Commanding General, Headquarters Air Materiel 
Command, CD 356. Contract was completed on May 22, 1950. 
Original classification - Confidential. 


(4) OEM sr-l18 (cal Tech designation, Physics 3). TSIEN assigned to 
this project 3-25-15. 


Administered by the Office of Research and Development. 


(6) W535 ac 15690 (3671) (cal Tech designation GALCIT 1). 
assigned 3-25-15. 


Air Force contract ~ AMG, Los Angeles advises it has no inform~- 
tion concerning this contract. 


TSIEN 
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31 Ab Rerojet_ Engineering Corporation, Azusa, California 

This information was furnished by WILLIAM ZISCH, General Manager, 
Aerojet Corporation, to Commander W. C. FORTUNE, Bureau of Aeronautics represen- 
tative, U. S. Navy, 35 §. Raymond street, Pasadena, california, whose office 
has control of industrial seourity at Aerojet, including security of classified 
contracts and documents relating thereto. All the contracts bear the security 
classification of Restricted. The contracts listed below are Navy contracts, 
with the exception of the last two contracts which are for the Air Force. The 
dates indicate inclusive time that TSIEN, himself, was connected with the contract 
in question. 


b3 
bIE 


Mr. ZISCH has indicated that whereas the highest classification 
on these contracts was Restricted, the major portions of many of them are unclassi-~ 
fied, 


The subject's personnel file at Gal Tech was reviewed by the 


writer and SA SAMUEL G. McELDOWNEY on September 5, 1950. In addition to © 
the informtion reported above, the following pertinent correspondence was 
noted: 


The file contains a letter dated December 1, 19h2 from 
Col. M. S. BATTLE, Chief, Personnel Security Branch, Internal security 
Division, Provost Marshal General's Office, Washington, D. C. In this 
letter, clearance is granted to TSIEN for work on Navy and War Depart- 
ment contracts classified up to Secret. 


Also in this file is a letter dated February 29, 199 from 
J. N. EWART, Personnel Director, Cal Tech, to Los Angeles ordnance 
District, 35 N. Raymond Street, Pasadena, California, requesting 
TSIEN's clearance for ‘access to Secret and Top Secret matters, and 
advising that at MIT TSIEN had been cleared for work on the Secret 
classification on Navy Bu. Ord. 


Under Professional Societies, the subject listed the follow- 
ing: American Association for the Advancement of Science; american 


Physical Society; Institute of Aeronautical Sciences; American Mathe~ 
matical Society. 


II SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES 


{-2, believed to be a reliable informant, has aavis@ that 


the Los Angeles County Comiunist Party records reflected that H, 5 SIEN had 
been assigned 1939 book No. 100k, that his Party name was JOHN M.@DECKER and 


his address was given as "Cal Tech". 


These records further reflect that H. S. TSIEN had been assigned 
to the Professional Branch of the Pasadena Section, that his age was 27, that 


he joined in 1938, and that he was not a paid official in any Union. 


These records also state that H. S. TSIEN was a Chinese National, 


born in china. 


~10- 
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Tl, believed to be a reliable informant, has advised that 
during the time of his employment at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory of Cal. 
Tech, Pasadena, California, certain facts had come to his attention which had 
caused him to believe there was a certain group "that either had been, or 
were presently, employed at the Lab. about whom the informant had reservations 
as to loyalty." 


The subject of this case, about the year 1938-39, together with 
several other graduate students at the California Institute of Technology, 
became extremely interested in the field of jet propulsion and rocket missiles. 
As a result of this original interest, this group more or less on its own 
volition pioneered in the development in this field which later developed into 
what is now the Jet propulsion Lab. of the California Institute of Technology. 
‘During the war, this establishment did most of the basic research on rockets 
and jet propelled missiles which were used during the past war. 


In supplying information with regard to this group, the 
informant stated that his information was actually of a non-specific nature 
and that for the most part it was based on his observation, chance remarks 
that he had heard by other individuals at the Lab., etc., which had caused 
him to arrive at the conclusion that the complement of this so~called group 
.Was pro-Communist in its beliefs. According to this informant, one of the 
principal membgrs of this group about whom he had considerable reservation 
was Dr. SIDNEYWEINBAUM, and the subject of this case was known to the infor- 
nant as having Pacen a close associate of WEINBAUM. 


WEINBAUM Was reported by informant T-2 as being a member of 


Professional Unit 122 of the Communist Party, in Pasadena, ca¥ifornia in the 
years 1937 through 193957 using the Party alias of SYDNEY MPSON. Additionally, 
this source noted that WEINBAUM was the County Organizer this unit. 


Several members of the same section have been interviewed, and in the course 
thereof, after admitting their own membership, have stated that WEINBAUM was 
the leader of Professional Unit 122 and seemed very well versed on Gommunism 
and appeared to bea rabid adherent thereof. 

| 
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. GusTAYY ALBRECHT, upon interview, admitted that hd was a member of 


the Communist Party In Pasadena in the year 1939 and that he had been Solicited 
for membership"by STDNEY WEINBAUM, referred to hereinbefore, 
i 


During the course of questioning with regard to his knowledge of 
activities of the unit during the period of 1939, ALBRECHT stated that he was 
somewhat vague as to the exact Communist nature of the meetings in question. 

He stated that he fully realized he was, in fact, a member of the Communist Party; 
that he had a card and that he had, in fact, paid dues to the organization. He 
stated, however, that the organization of the group was somewhat loose and he 
could never be positive that at any one time he was in attendance at what he 

could clearly define as a Communist Party meeting, although almost without excep- 
tion at the meetings of this group Communist subjects were discussed, and the 
general tenor of the meeting was such as to indicate adherence te the principles 
of Communism by those in attendance. 


With particular regard to the subject of this case, ALBRECHT 
stated he remembered that TSIEN was in attendance at these groups and that he 
doubtless was present during the time pro-~Communist discussions took place. 
Likewise, he stated that he had observed TSIEN in attendance at enough meetings 
so that it was clearly apparent to him, ALBRECHT, that TSIEN must have known 
of the rabid pro-Communist sympathies of WEINBAUM. 


ALBRECHT stated that he had actually discussed Communism with 
TSIEN and that he seemed to have what ALBRECHT characterized as the ttypical 
aloof oriental attitude". In further amplification of this discussion, ALBRECHT 
stated that while subjects were under discussion at these meetings, TSIEN would, 
for the most part, simply listen, and that he could never recall that he offered 
anything to the distussion unless he was specifically asked a direct question. 
ALBRECHT stated that due to the passage of time he could not recall specifically 
whether these isolated utterances on the part of TSIEN were of a pro-Communist © 
nature or not, but he felt his attendance at these group meetings would indicate 
that his attitude, at least at that time, was pro-Communiste 


It is also noted that WEINBAUM has been convicted in a Federal 
Court at Los Angeles on charges of perjury and fraud. The perjury charge arose 
from the fact that he denied his Communist Party membership under oath before 
an Industrial Employment Review Board, and the fraud charge, from thé fact he 
neglected to mention his Communist Party membership in a Persomel Security 
Questionnaire form executed in connection with his employment at the Jet Propul-~ 
sion Lab, Cal Tech on U. S. Government contracts. 


Filles of 7-5, another government agenoy which conducts security 
investigations, were reviewed and it was found that its records reflected that 
in 192 TSIEN HSUE SHEN, aka Dr. H. Ss. TSIEN, was a Communist and regularly 
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attended Communist meetings in ‘Pasadena. ‘These files described TSIEN as an alien 
who, in 19ke, was a research fellow in the. Aeronautics Department of the 
California Institute of Technology « : 


. 6, a former employee of-T-5 and believed reliable, who is pres- 
ently 5 highly placed Los.Angeles city official, was contacted, at which time he 
advised that. the information appearing in-thé files of T-5 was obtained from an 
informant of know reliability. &-6 stated that he is certain that the informant 
was reliable but that he did not wish.to.disclose his name, adding further that 
in any case the informant to whom'this.informetion was attributed is now deceased. 


The files of T-5 also reflect thet one.H..S, TSIEN, of 280 S, 
Michigan Avenue, Pasadena, appeared on the subscription list of the Daily People's 
World in 1939. ‘he files reflect that the above information was furnished in 
Deceniber, 1941. by T-7, who is considered reliable to T-5. 


The information set forth in the paragraphs above regarding the 
interview of GUSTAVE VE_ALBRECHieneSlects that he recalled TSIEN.es being in at. 
tendance at CommOnist Party meetings in Pasadena during 1939., 


Recently, ALBRECHT was recontacted for verification of his state- 
ment in this regard, At the time of this latter interview, ALBRECHT advised that 
he had been mistaken about the information that he had previously furnished con- 
cerning TSIEN, He stated that it was quite possibly a misunderstanding on the 
part of himself and the interviewing agent. He advised that he had stated that 
he was personally acquainted with TSIEN since 1938 when both were students at Cal 
Tech, but that bk did not mean to imply thereby that TSIEN had ever been in at- 
tendance at any Communist meetings and that he, after due consideration, was now 
positive that TSIEN was not present at any Communist Party meetings which he, 
ALBRECHT, attended. . . 


JOBN W. PARSONS, of unknown reliability, reported in 1941 that it 
had come to his attention that there was a group of individuals who formel a 
Communist Party section on the Cal~Tech cempus during the year 1939 and, among 
others noted in attendance at these group meetings, was the subject. . Upon rein- 
terview on January 11, 1950 at 1200 Esplanade Street, Redondo Beach, PARSONS ex- 
ecuted a signed statement from which the following pertinent items were taken. 
PARSONS attended meetings in Pasadena at which Communism was discussed and where 
Communist literature was distributed, TSIEN is recalled to have attended some 
two of these meetings. However, PARSONS added that in discussions with TSIEN it 
was evident that TSIEN was interested only in the theory of Communism and ex- 
pressed no interest in group activities. _In conclusion, PARSONS stated that he 
hed no reason to doubt TSIEN's loyalty to the United States. . 


At Alhaubra, California, on October 26, 1949, LOUIS and SHIRLEY 
BERKUS. were interviewed by SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG with regerd to their specific 
knowledge as to the possible membership of the subject of this case in the 
Communist Party. It should be noted that these individuals have been interviewed 
on several previous occasions with regard to their own mombership, and on the 
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second of these series of interviews each, 6 ipted iy anemia in the Communist 


Party during the yep, 1939, It was noted thet LOULayBERKUS recalled his ow 
Party alias of ISAAGY/McBRIDE, but his wife SHIR,AY can Ld not recall her Party 
alas. ” 


A picture of the subject of this case was exhibited to LOUIS 
BERKUS, at which time he advised ‘that he recalled the subject as having been in 
attendance at Communist Party meetings which he had attended in the course of his 
membership in Professional Unit #122 of the Communist Party in Pasadena, California. 
BERKUS stated that he could not recall that TSIEN took a very active part in the 
discussions at these meetings but that he has a distinct recollection of his being 
present. He advised that on one occasion the subject asked him to review a book, 
the name of which BERKUS could not recall, the results of which were to be given 
at a subsequent meeting. BERKUS stated that this was at e time when he was def- 
initely losing interest in the Party and hence refused to take any active part in 
the discussion. 


On the dete that BERKUS was interviewed with particular regard to 
the subject of this case, he wes actually interviewed on two occasions, once in 
the morning and later in the afternoon. On the second occasion Mrs. BERKUS, 
SHIRLEY BERKUS; was present. 


On the second occasion, a photograph of the subject was displayed 
to Mrs. BERKUS, who stated that she did not vecall the subject of this case. 


Both the BERKUSes stated that they hed no personal knowledge of the 
fact that TSIEN was e mevber of the Communist Party and that, in fact, they had 
little knowledge which would directly indicate membership on the part of any other 
merbers of the group. Both stated that by reason of the manner in which meetings 
were held, they could never be sure at any given meeting whether those in at- 
tendance were actually members of the Party or that some of those present might 
be, in fact, visitors, LOUIS BERKUS stated, however, that as best he could re- 
call, TSIEN was present at what he, BERKUS, believed to be a regularly convened 
meeting of the section of the Communist Party to which he belonged. 


On June 6, 1950, subject was interviewed by SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBDRG 
and SA PHILIP J, RBILLY at his office in the Guggenheim Aeronautical Laboratory ~ 
on the campus of Cal Tech in Pasadena. 


At the outset of the interview, TSIEN was advised that he was 
under no compulsion to make any statements to the interviewing agents and that 
he should understand fully thet any statements made by him were to be construed 
as being made on an entirely voluntary basis. 


After these initial comments, agents expleined to TSIEN that he 
was being interviewed in order to make it possible for him to make a statement 
and to state as a matter of record statements concerning any possible Communist 
menbership on his part during the year 1939, At this time, agents advised 
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TSIEN that the records of the Communist Party during the year 1939 reflected 
that he had been a member of Professional Unit 122 of the Communist Party, 
using the Party alias JOHN W. DECKER, and that the records further reflected 
that he had been issued a membership book. 


TSIEN denied flatly that he had ever been a member of the Communist 
Party at any time and stated that he was absolutely at a loss to understand how 
his name could have appeared on Communist Party records as of 1939, He said 
further that he had never held membership in any political party, explaining 
that in view of his status as an alien he would have been precluded from holding 
such membership. He then stated again that he had no idea as to how his name 
and alias could have appeared on Communist Party rolls, and that he did not 
know the origin of the name JOHN W. DECKER. He stated that he had never even 
heard of the name DECKER during that period or since, and had no possible explana- 
tion of its use in connection with his case, 


When TSIEN was questioned generally as to his friends during this 
period, he stated that he knew of no-one who expressed any Communist Party 
sympathies to him during this period of time. He said that during this period, 
that jis to say, in 1938 to 1939, his closest associates were Dr. WILLIAMMGEARS, 
FRANIAMALINA, SIDNEY WEINBAUM, md, in the latter part of this period, MARTIN 
SUMM TkID. He aade % perhaps his best friend among the above-named group 

aS FRANK MALINA. . 


TSIEN was then questioned as to whether any of the above-named 
persons expressed any Communist sympathies. At this time, he stated that some of . 
them might be considered leftist. When asked for a definition of this term, he 
said that he meant tnot reactionary and that he considered the word "leftist" 
to be synonymous with the ideals of the Democratic Party and Roosevelt's New 
Deal as expressed during that period. 


TSIEN was then asked his definition of Communisn. In reply, 
he stated that he regarded Communism as a political and social theory and said 
that it is a form of government which does not use parliamentary procedure to 
accomplish its ends. He added that Russian Communism tas we know itt! could be 
considered a totalitarian form of government and, in its relation to the Demo- 
cratic or free government, could be considered an evil. 


During the time that TSIEN was answering the questions as set 
forth above, he stated that even though his friends expressed what he termed 
"leftist" theories, he was in no position to speculate as to their possible 
membership in the Communist Party. He took the position that in line with his 
selentific training he was in no position to make a statement of fact concerning” 
an individual unless he was in possession of clear-cut and factual information. 
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The subject was then questioned as to whether he had been res- 
ponsible for the hiring of SIDNEY WEINEAUM in the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
February, 19h6. He stated that it was not his actual regponsibility to hire 
WEINBAUM, but he thought that his recommendation of him as a scientist probably 
resulted in his becoming associated with the Laboratory. He said that at the 
time he made his recommendations regarding WEINBAUM, he was cognizant of the 
fact that he would, by reason of the nature of the position, have access to 
classified information; however, he did not feel there was any reason why he 
could not recommend WEINBAUM in that he knew nothing which would cause him to 
doubt his loyalty to the United States. TSIEN was questioned next as to whether. 
he now had any doubt as to WEINBAUM's loyalty, at which time he said that he 
now has some reservations, but this is based entirely on the fact that he has - 
learned that WEINBAUM has hed "clearance difficulty" in connection with his past 
employment in the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. He stated further that eva now, 
based on his knowledge of WEINBAUM, he could attest to his loyalty and that he 
might do so if he were called upon. 


At this time, in further amplification of his previous remarks 
with regard to WEINBAUM, TSIEN stated that as a scientist, the only yardstick 
he has in measuring a personts worth or loyalty is fact, and that since facts 
cannot be applied to such intangibles as a person's loyalty or political beliefs, 
be could never speculate upon them. 


TSIEN then made the general statement that insofar as the political 
system in the United States is concerned, he is merely a disinterested observer 
and has no knowledge on the subject. 


In concluding this interview, TSIEN categorically denied that 
he had ever been a member of the Communist Party or that he had ever used an 
alias of JOHN ¥. DECKER. He likewise stated that he could not even speculate 
as to how his name might have appeared on Gommunist Party rolls as of 1939. 


on June 17, 1950, T-8, a reliable source, advised that he had 
learned from another government agency that TSTEN had tendered his resignation 
to the officials of Cal Tech and that he planned to return to China. 


On the same date, the subject was telephonically contacted by 
SA WITTENBURG at which time he advised that his resignation from Cal Tech was 
‘mot official. He explained this by stating that he had tendered his resigna- 
tion to Dr. FRED LINDVALL, Chairman of the Division of Mechanical Engineering, 
in that he felt it was "the only thing left for me to do." He said at this 
time that he had heard nothing further from Dr. LINDVALL and that he did not 
know whether his resignation would be accepted. He was questioned as to what 
his intentions were in the event his resignation was accepted, to which he 
replied that it was his intention to return to China if such were the case. He 
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was then asked whether he wished to reopen the interview, and he said there 
was nothing he could add to that set forth above, but that he would meet with 
agents to discuss his thoughts regarding his resignation and return to China. 
At this time, arrangements were made to again interview the subject at his 
office at Cal Tech on June 19. 


On that date, the subject was again interviewed by the reporting 
agent and SA PHILIP J. REILLY. At the outset, TSIEN was askéd if he wished to 
amplify the remarks made by him at the time of the previcus interview with 
regard to his alleged participation in affairs of the Communist Party in Pasadena 
in 1938-39, He stated that he did wish to make a statement, which is substan~ 
tially set forth as follows; 


He said that he has been in the position of a welcome guest in 
this country for the past ten years or more, and as such he has prospered, and, 
without wishing to brag, he felt that he could honestly say his visit has been 
of mutual benefit as he has given much to this country in sciénbific advance- 
ment during both the war years and after. Now, he said, this original status 
which he has enjoyed as a welcome guest no longer exists and a choud of suspi- 
cion hangs over him; therefore, the only gentlemanly thing left to do is to 
depart. TSIEN said that he, in substance, had made the sam@ statement to Dr. 
FRED LINDVALL, his immediate superior at Cal Tech, and that he has not heard 
anything further as to whether his resignation has been acted upon. He said 
also that in the event his resignation is accepted, it is his intention to 
return to China. 


At this point in the interview, TSIEN stated that he has never 
doubted the authenticity of the evidence in support of the contention that he 
was a one-time member of the Communist Party in Pasadena; however, he simply 
cannot understand how his name appeared on the rolls of the Communist Party. 

He said that he’ had no idea as to how his name could have appeared on the rolls, 
and hence it was useless for him to speculate as to any reason for his appear~ 
ance on such rolls, 


TSIEN then stated that he had more than a casual Imowledge of 
communist theory even before coming to the United States, and that hence it was 
not difficult for him to recognize in his conversations with SIDNEY WEINBAUM, 

~ERANKMALING and MARTIN SUMMERFIELD that many of the terms and cliches used by 

* Communists everywhere were freely used by them. He stated that he recognized 
that the persons with whom he associated were expressing "leftistt! views, but 
that he is unwilling to attempt to draw any conclusions from this. 


TSIEN again made the point, and repeated it several times in the 
course of this interview, that since he has no factual lmowledge of membership 
in the Communist Party on the part of his friends, he cannot speculate on their 
beliefs. . 
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TSIEN was then questioned as to whether he had ever subscribed 
to the "Daily Peoplets World" during 1938-1939. He stated in answer thereto 
that he did subscribe te this publication during this time, but that he does 
not recall who introduced him to the paper. He said he read it principally 
because it expressed views which were more sympathetic to china than the views 
expressed in the other presse 


He was then questioned as to who among the group of his friends 
might possibly have proposed his name for membership in the Communist Party. 
He said that it would be quite possible that either WRINBAUM, MALINA or 
SUMMERFIELD proposed his name, but he emphasized that this Would only be a 
conjecture since he is not aware that any of them are’ or were members of the 
Communist Party. 


With particular regard to SIDNEY WEINBAUM, TSIEN stated that he 
could and would recommend him for a position involving highly classified work 
at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. He said that in the same vein he felt he 
could still justifiably testify that to his knowledge WEINBAUM is completely 
loyal to the United States. 


During this interview, the subject expressed himself much more 
freely as to his association with MaLINA, SUMMERFIELD, WEINBAUM and JACOB 
DUBNOFF, and stated that he recognized that all of these people expressed 

éliefS which he knew conformed to the Communist Party line. He added, however, 
in discussing these individuals, that he is still unwilling to assume anything 
in that he is entirely without factual knowledge concerning any possible 
membership of these individuals in the Communist Party. 


During this second interview, TSIEN was again questioned as to 
any explanation he might have for the fact that his name appeared on the 
commmist Party rolls during 1939. He stated on several occasions that he did 
not doubt the authenticity of the records and that it was entirely possi ble 
that his name did so appear, adding that if such were the case he had absolutely 
no explanation as to how it might have been placed there, and he refused to 
even speculate thereon, 


TSIEN was again questioned as to his resignation from Cal Tech, 
at which time he stated that he had heard nothing further from Dr. LINDVALL 
concerning his resignation. He was then questioned as to just what hed prompted 
such a serious move on his part, and he replied that at the time agents ini- 
tially contacted him on June 6, 1950, he realized that the "finger of suspicion 
had been cast upon him and that he had then and there decided that he would 
immediately tender his resignation for the reasons set forth above. He was 
then asked if anything else had come to his attention which might prompt such 
a move and whether he was having any difficulty over his clearance. He stated 
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that so far ag he knew, his clearance remained the same and that it was his 
understanding that he had an interim clearance and he expected to hear shortly 
as to what disposition was to be made of his case. 


TIT INFORMATION CONCERNING TSLEN's PROPOSED RETURN TO CHINA AND POSSIBLE VIOIA~ 
TION OF ESPIONAGE LAWS 


During the latter part of July, 1950 T-9, a reliable source, 
advised that he learned that the subject is planning to return to China. In 
conversation with TSIEN a few weeks previously, subject had advised him that he 
had received several communications from his father in Shanghai, China request-— 
ing that he returm to China. Also, he had recently received a cablegram from 
Peking, Ghina signed by an individual whose name was not ascertained by T-9. 

In this cablegram, the subject was asked to return to China and join a technical 
iegation which, it was proposed, would be sent to Rast Germany for a technical 
meeting. Subject at that time did not indicate any particular interest in 
returning to China but implied that pressure was being brought upon his father 
to pursuade him, the subject, to return to China. 1-9 further stated that also 
during this contact with subject, that TSIEN indicated that he was taking the 
denial of access to classified matter very seriously. Subject stated that he 
had apparently “Lost facet in view of the fact that his loyalty to the United 
States had been questioned, and as a result thereof indicated that he had no 
particular interest in.doing further work for this country. 


On August 19, 1950 7-10, of uninom reliability, telephonically 
contacted this office to advise that TSIEN, known to him as a Chinese engineer 
employed at Gal Tech, and a close friend of an individual recently arrested 
at Cal Tech on a security charge (this appears to be a reference 
to WEINBAUM), intended to leave for China on August 29, 1950, According to 
this source, TSIEN had originally been scheduled to travel to China via Switzer~ 
land but had recently changed his plans and would travel directly to China. 


The U. S. Customs Service, Los Angeles, invited the attention 
of this office to the fact that in connection with the subjectts proposed de~ 
parture from the United States to China, his shipment of papers and personal 
effects were to be searched in accordance with the provisions of the U. S. 
Export Control Laws. 


The examination of TSIEN's shipment of papers and personal 
effects reflected that the material, in general, was of a highly technical 
nature pertaining to aeronautical engineering, jet propulsion, nuclear physics 
and supersonics and, as such, could not be adequately interpreted by the average 
iayman. For this reason, qualified specialists from the army, air Porce, Navy 
and Atomic Energy Commission were called in by Mr. ROY M. GORIN, Inspector, 

U. S. Customs Service, to assist in the evaluation. ‘Included among these 
specialists were the following persons: 
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(1) Atomic Energy Commission: 


MOSES A, GREENFIELD, Atomic Energy Conmission Project Physicist, 
University of California at Los Angeles 


(2) U. S. Navy: 
Commander WILLIAM C. FORTUNE, Bureau of Aeronautics representa- 
tive, 35 §. Raymond Street, Pasadena; 
PATRICK S. CHASE, Office of Naval Research, 1030 &. Green 
Street, Pasadena, Califormia; 
It. THOMAS J. CHRISTWAN, U. S. Navy Bureau of Ordnance Technical 
Liaison Office, 1030 E. Green Street, Pasadena, California. 


(3) U. S. Air Force: 


JOHN L. MURPHY, Assistant chief, Intelligence and Security 
Branch, Los Angeles Air Force Procurement Field Office, 155 
W. Washington Boulevard, Los Angeles 


(4) U. S» Army: 
Major GEORGE E. PARSONS, Resident ordnance officer, Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, Cal Tech. 


Many of the technical papers in TSIEN's shipment were not labeled 
and, being extremly technical, the problem of ascertaining their classification 
was left by Mr. GORIN to the discretion of the above-mentioned specialists 
representing the various interested Government agencies. 


Major LYMAN P. DAVISON, Chief, Intelligence and Security Branch, 
Los Angeles Air Force Procurement Field Office, 155 W. Washington Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, advised that a technical delegation dispatched by air from the 
Air Materiel Command from the Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, has photographed all 
TSIBN's technical papers with the exception of regularly published books and 
periodicals such as are generally available at book stores. Approximately 
12,000 frames of film were taken and an inventory of these papers was compiled 
which filled twenty-six legel -size sheets. This cataloging and photographing 
was completed about Septenber 8, 1950. 


The following list prepared by Mr. GORIN, U- S. Gustoms Service, 
Los Angeles, includes only thosd publications which, on their face, bore evi- 
dences of classifications. This list is being set out below. 
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Mr. GORIN advises that as each interested U. S. Government agency 
completes its review of this list, they are furnishing him by letter, their 
opinions regarding the security classification of items within their jurisdiction. 


In this connection, Mr. GORIN furnished, for the writer's review, 
on September 12, 1950 such letters received to date by U. S. Customs. The follow 
ing are pertinent to instant investigation: 


(1) Letter dated August 31, 1950 from Mr. WILLIAM K. GRAHAM, dr., Chief, 
Security Branch, Atomic Energy Commission, Los Angeles, advising that 
a review of TSIEN's papers reflected nothing of interest to the Atomic 
Energy Commission. 


(2) Letter dated August 31, 1950 from GEORGE E. PARSONS, Jr., Major, Ordnance 
Corps, Resident Ordnance Officer, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, setting 
forth the following informtions 
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Guggenheim Aeronautics Lab report No. 2 titled "The Rocket Motor and 
Its Application as an Auxiliary to the Power Plants of Conventional 
Aircraft. According to PARSONS, this report was compiled under the 
date August 2h, 1938 by FRANK MALINA and has been dowgraded to unclassified. 


_b3 
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Lecture Notes on High Temperature Matters, Spring Semester ~ 1916. 
These, according to PARSONS, are now unclassified. 
(3) Letter dated September 8, 1950 from Navy Department, Bureau Ordnance 
Technical Liaison Office, 1030 B. Green Street, Pasadena, California 
(Lt. THOMAS J. CHRISTMAN). In this letter, CHRISTMAN lists the following 
documents as being of interest to the Navys 
b3 
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Me. EDWIN P. HARTMAN, Western Coordinator, National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics, 7660 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, by 
letter dated September 13, 1950, furnished the writer with a copy of his letter 
to U. S. Collector of Customs dated September 5, 1950 which had not been observed 
by the writer in the above-mentioned review of Mr. GORIN's correspondence. ‘In 
this letter Mr. HARTMAN lists Items 7, 8, 11, 13, 15, 20, and 31 of the catalogue 
prepared by Mr. GORIN and set forth above as falling within the possible cogni- 
zance of the NACA. Mr. HARTMAN further advises that all the above items, with 
the exception of No. 20 have been declassified and no longer bear any security 
classification whatsoever, Regarding the security classification of Item No. 
20, Mr. HARTMAN states that those items of correspondence addressed to or 
originating from the NACA have no security classification, 


Mr. WILLIAM 21 
tion, Azusa, California, adyi 


SCH, General Manager, Aerojet Engineeri 
ist iti the 


Mr. ROY M. GORIN, U. S. Customs, Los Angeles, advised that his 
office on August 21, 1950 cbtained a warrant for furthr detention of ISIEN's 
shipment of a quantity of technical data based on the following statutes: 


22 usc hol * 
18 usc 793 and 79% 
50 USC 31 and 32 


was consigned to "L. F.AWONG, Noo 6. Sau Chuck Yuan Road Kowloon, Hongkong for 


f 
The ae of technical data weighs approximately 1800 lbs. and 
Mr. HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, Noh 


lll., Lane 1032 Yu-Yan Road, Shanghai". 


Dr. CLARK B, MILLIKAN, Director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical Lab- 
oratory, Cal Tech, was interviewed on August 31, 1950 by SA SAMUEL G. McELDOWNEY 
and the writer for any information he might have regarding the actual segregation 
and packing of TSIEN's technical books and papers. In this respect, Dr. MILLIKAN 
stated that he, himself, had no part whatsoever in assisting Dr. TSIEN in separ- 
ating classified from non-classified material in TSIEN's collection of books, 
papers and technical date and, furthermore, thet he had no part in the subsequent 
packing of same. However, Dr. MILLIKAN stated that in his opinion Dr. TSIEN 
could not knowingly have taken classified material with him and as an indication 
to the contrary had, as soon as he received notification of the Navy's denial of 
access to classified materials, surrendered his key to the classified materials 
locker at the Guggenheim Laboratory stating that in view of the Nevy's attitude 
he certainly had no right to retain the key to such a locker, 


Dr. MILLIKAN advised the agents thet Dr. TSIEN had never appeared 
to be politically inclined and, on the contrary, has given the appearance of 
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being exclusively interested in problems of scientific research. So far as 
the Communist issue is concerned, Dr. MILLIKAN insisted that Dr. TSIEN is ex- 
tremely high-minded and he, MILLIKAN, had never heard TSIEN offer any brief 
for the cause of Communism. Dr. MILLIKAN further stated that it was his ow 
opinion that TSIEN, if anything, would express himself as being opposed to 
Communism. 


According to Dr. MILLIKAN, TSIEN, for several months past, has © 
appeared to have been under considerable pressure from his father to return to 
China and, in this respect, TSIEN had occasionally speculated regarding the 
reason for these overtures from his father, theorizing that his father may have 
been placed under pressure by Chinese Communists, or possibly by Soviet~-Russian 
agencies to urge his son's return to China. Dr. MILLIKAN further stated that 
while he could not mention it as a definite opinion, he had received the 
impression that TSIM, after receiving the INS order forbidding ‘departure from 
the United States, was secretly relieved, inasmuch as this lifted from his ’ 
TSIEN's, shoulders the responsibility of any decision to return to China. 


On August 26, 1950 the Los Angeles Examiner published the follow- 
ing statement by TSIEN regarding his plans for departure to China and the. packing 
of his papers incident thereto. 


"T had planned to go to China with my family and then return to 
this country. My parents are there, and TI have family problems which 
made it advisable for me to go backs 


"I had arranged with a packing firm to do all my packing and 
to take care of all the necessary legal papers for overseas shipment. 


"Wednesday night I received an order from the Immigration 
Service which said that I could not depart from this country. All 
my goods had been packed and made ready for shipment before this. 


"Before I packed any of my personal papers { went through 
them very carefully and removed everything of a classified nature. 
This f placed in a locked cabinet in my office and gave the key to 
Dre CLARK MILLIKAN. 


"To the best of my knowledge there is nobhing among my papers 
which carries a current restricted, confidential or secret classifica- 
tion. 


"There are no code books, signal books and no blueprints. 


There are some drawings and logarithm tables, etc., which someone 
might have mistaken for codes. 
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. "I wished to take my personal notes, many of which were merely 
lecture notes, and other material with me for study while IT was gone. T 
most certainly was not attempting to take anything of a secret nature 

with me, or trying to leave the country in any but the accepted manner.tt 


Tv INS ACTION To DATE 


Mr. ALLEN G. JUHL, Investigator, INS, advised the writer that the 
INS, on August 23, 1950, at International airport, Los Angeles, tad served 
the subject, with an order forbidding him from departing from the United states 
until said order has been revoked. ‘his order states that in accordance with 
Section 223 (a) of act of May 22, 1918, as amended by Act of June 20, 191 
(22 USG 223 (2)): "It is mlawful for any alien to depart from or enter or 
attempt to depart from or enter the United States except under such reasonable 
rules, regulations and orders and subject to such limitations and exceptions 
as the President shall presoribe." 


The files of the INS, Los Angeles further reflect that TSIEN was 
arrested by the INS on September 6, 1950 at his home, 360 . Buena Loma Court, 
Altadena. TSIEN was taken by INS ¢cfficers to the INS Detention Facility, 
Terminal Island, San Pedro, california, and held without bail. The wording of 
the warrant of arrest charges TSIEN with violation of the Immigration Act of 
1016-18 as amended, in that he is found to have been, prior to entry, a member 
of the following class set forth in Section 1 of said Act: "An alien who is 
a member of an organization, association, society, or group that advises, ad~ 
vocates, or teaches the overthrow by force or violence of the Government of the 
United States." 


V PRESENTATION TO UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, LOS ANGELES 


Facts concerning a possible espionage violation were presented to the 
United States Attorney, Los Angeles, on August 31, 1950 and again on September 15, 
1950. Prosecution was declined with the reservation that the facts again be pre-~ 
sented when complete evaluation of present classification of the subject's seized 


documents is completed by the various agencies concerned, 


~- PENDING - 
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It is noted that Sections II and III of this report.cénsist of a 
summary of information previously reported. ‘This has been done in order to 
provide, in a single report, background information to interested agencies 
which heretofore have not received reports. The investigation, unless otherwise 
ascribed, was performed by SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG. 


Attention is called to the interviews of LOUIS BERKUS who was 
interviewed by SA WITTENBURG on October 26, 1949 and révavleéd having seen TSIEN 
at Communist Party meetings. It may be pertinent to future investigation to 
note that LOUIS and SHIRLEY BERKUS, when called upon to testify ab the SIDNEY 
WEINBAUM trial during September, 1950, admitted membership in Professional Unit 
“Nowlze~but denied any recollection of having seen SIDNEY WEINBAUM at such 
Communist Party meetings. Jt is noted that this is at variance with information 
previously received in the WEINBAUM case in which the BERKUSes had identified 
WEINBAUM as having attended communist Party meetings. 


Investigation conducted at INS, 19th and East Capital streets, 
Washington, D. C. was previously set out in the report of SA HOLLIS W. BOWERS 
dated May 2h, 19h9 at Washington, D. Cc. 


the information concerning TSIEN's record at INS and MIT, both 
Boston, Massachusetts, was previously set out in the report of SA FRED ML 
CONNORS dated June 6, 1949 at Boston, Massachusetts. 


Referring to the interview had with Dr. CLARK B. MIELLIKAN by the 
writer and SA McELDOWNEY it is noted that MILLIKAN. commented that TSIEN's case, 
in his mind, was “entirely different" from the SIDNEY WEINBAUM matter. MILLIKAN 
stated that he has speculated for some time as to why there should be such a 
cloud against Dr. TSIEN, and that, in his opinion, the only possible origin 
for it and the subsequent Navy letter denying access, must have been based 
upon Dr. TSIEN's close friendship with Dr. FRANK MALINA. Dr. MILLIKAN advised 
that to his knowledge, there had been a very ClOS@"Pé¥sonal friendship between 
MALINA and TSIEN, but that it was based on their common interest in music. 
MALINA, in MILLIKAN's opinion, was a 'fuszy-minded individual" when it came to 
political matters, and it was impossible for MILLIKAN to imagine that TSIEN, 
an extremely cold and clear-minded person regarding all things, could have been 
influenced politically by MALINA. 
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LEADS 

BOSTON OFFICE 

At Boston, Massachusetts 

Will inquire, through MIP or appropriate U. S. Navy sources for 
information concerning a secret Navy project reportedly known as b3 


It is noted that TSIEN was evidently employed on this project some~ bIE 
time between August, 1916 and June, 1949, the inclusive dates of his employment 
as a professor at MIT. The Boston Office should endeavor, if possible, to 
obtain the proper contract number for this project, the name of the agency ad— 
ministering it, the degree of security classification and, if available, the 
inclusive dates of the contract and of TSIEN's employment thereon. The Bureau 
has requested that this information be obtained expeditiously. 


CINCINNATI OFFICE 
At Dayton, Ohio 


Will contact Headquarters, Air Materiel Command » Director of 
Procurement and Industrial Planning, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, and obtain 
information concerning Air Force contracts (33-038) 16-95278(AAF) and W535 ac 
15690(3671). Under contxact (33-038) 6-5527E(AAF), TSIEN was employed from 
July 1, 1945 to august 17, 1946 in preparation of a jet propulsion text for 
use by the Air Force. 


The only information known concerning contract W535 ac 19690(3671) 
is that TSIEN performed work on it in March of 1945, This is one of the original 
contracts on which Guggenheim Aeronautical Lab was employed. 


If information is available, it is desired that inclusive dates 
of contract, degree of security classification and any other pertinent data be 
reported. If these contracts are declassified or reduced in classification, 
it is pertinent to report the date of such action and the exact name of the 
person responsible for taking that action. 


LOS ANGELES OFFICE 

At Los Angeles, California 

Will follow and report subject's activities. 

Will maintain contact with U. S. Gustoms, Los Angeles, who have 
custody of subject!s shipment and report any pertinent information received by 


Customs from other agencies regarding the evaluation of classified documents in 
TSIEN's shipment. 
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LEADS (Cont'd) 


Will maintain contact with other U. S. Government agencies in 
order to assure that this office promptly receives all available information 
concerning the evaluation of documents in TSIEN's shipment. 


Will represent facts to the United States Attorney when sufficient 
information has been obtained regarding the classification of documents in 
TSIEN's shipment. 
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T-1 Lid Research Engineer on Ramje 


Cal Tech, Pa: California, residence 
California. is a scientist whose specialty is combustion and he 
has been employed at the Jet Propulsion Lab for approximately 4 years. 


In addition to his duties there, he is a consultant to the National 
Research Council on matters pertaining to underseas warfare. 


T-3 Not used 


bier Er to in report of SA FREDERICK M. CONNORS dated 
~6-49 at Boston, Massachusetts) 


TWh 230, Los Angeles, Californie, The information regarding denial of cléar~ 
ence was telephonically conveyed to SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBERG on 5/27/50 by 
Commander DUVOISIN, head of Los Angeles Office of ZI0. The information 
furnished by this source indicating that TSIEN allegedly attended Communist 
Party meetings in 19h2 with FRANK J. MALINA was obtained by SA RICHARD K. 
SCHWAB in Jenuary 1950 


as Turnishe 0 . 


t-7 | Plant Protection Department, Northrop Aircraft 
Corporetion, Los Angeles, Californie, es furnished 1/20/50 to SA RICHARD 
K. SCHWAB 


t 
T-8 Teletype from Bureau dated 6/16/50 which stated that the Bureau had re~ 
3 ceived information from OSI to the effect that the subject had resigned 
. from Cal Tech and was leaving for Chine 
: 
Aerojet Engineering Corporation, 
on reporved to SA GILBERT B,. STUCKEY in July 
indicated that if subject remained in the United States 
prefer to have his name protected but that if subject returned 
to China it was immaterial to him whether his name was protected or not. 


Information reported in a telephonic complaint to this office on 8/19/50 


REFERENCE: Report of SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG dated 7/21/50 at Los Angeles 
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ViA_ATR UATE : ; : ? 
Acting Commissioner, washington 25, D. &. « September 7, 1950 


Albert Del Guercio, Acting District Director, 
. Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
Heue Shen Tsien, file A-4656868 : 


Attention: Assistent Commissioners Enforcement, Division 


Confirming today's telephonic report, the subject was taken in custody 
under warrant of arrest based on 191% Act charges at 4:00 pam. on 
September 6, 1950, at his home at Altadena, Calif. He is presently 


_ being detained, without ‘bail, at ovr detention facility on Terminal 


islend. : 


At the time of his errest he was questioned by the apprehending officer 
and there is enclosed copy of report of Investigator Allan G. Juhl, 
dated September 7, 1950, setting forth the alien's responses. 


Several attorneys have made inquiry concerning the case and notice of 
appearance was filed by Louis R. Vincenti of the law firm of Hahn and 
Habn of Pasadena, Calif. Later, he withdrew and Attorney Grant Cooper 
of Los Angeles was substituted. It. was indicated that unless provision 
was made for the alien's releage on bord, writ of hebeas corpus 

would be filed, It is our intention, of course, if a writ is filed, 
to resist it along the lines indicated in today's telephone conver~ 
sation. ‘he case has not been calendared for hearing and will not. be 


. pending receipt of further instructions. — 


The ease has aroused ¢onsiderabie Local interést and the story of his 
arrest under our proceedings was released to the newspapers. The 
Sentral Office will be kept informed of any developments. 


/s/ A. Del Guergio 


Enel. 


@ , ; L LEQOW24420 


BMatrict Director, Los ingoles, oli fornia. - Loptomker 7, 1955 


Allan G. Juhl, Investigator, Investigation Section, Los Augoles 


fae et 5 ae 
iia: PEST SEES STEN _. ; . 
. fh approxinately 4:00 P.M. on Septemter 6, 1950 the above named 

subject was interviewed at his home by the writer and Investigator 
Willien J, Keiser of this office. In answer to questions duly 
prepounded and after heving been placed under oath and varned 

regarding violation of the perjury statutes, the subject made 

the following voluntary staterents: 


He stated that his true nue was Hsue Shen Tsien; that he was 

born in Shanghai, China on September 2, 190? of Chinese parents, 

neither of whom had ever heen 4 eftizen of any cobher country; that 

he originally entered’ the United Stetes on a Chinese Passport #232359 
jecucd by the Bureav, of Fublic Sofeby, Tlentsin, China on July 15, 1935, 
valid for three years, at Seattle, Washington on the SS Jackson of . 
the American Mail, line during September 1935, entering as a 4{e) 

Student; thet in tho early part of May 1945 he left the United States 

for a trip bo Europs including France, Evitzerland end Germany, 
re-antering the United States at Washington National Airport on 

June 20, 1945 as a Section 4(e}-Student in complisnce with Central 

Office letter of April, 23, 1945, file No. A=4656268; that he again 
asparted from the United States on about April 20, 1947 procseding 

+o Montreal, Uanada where he was issued.a 4(4) visa #4137 by the - 
American Consul, Montreal, Canada (Charles T. Warner), re-entering 

at Rouses Point, New York on said visa on April 21, 19473 thet he 

again departed from the United States in about duly 1947 in route 

to China, end returned to the United States on Septenber 27, 1947, 

and was Te-edmitted at Honolulu, 1.H.,-on a re-entry permits that 

on approximately June 6, 1949 he departed from the United States 

at Miagare Palle, New York, and wee reeudmitted at Port Huron, 

Michigan approximately two or three deys later by pr: Senping 2 

resident alien's border crossing card issued at Bogton,/ilees.,; 

On the latter trip he was accompahied by his wife, Weipa siong, 
also a Chinese alien in nos ing ‘{ssued b6 
by the same office, and a 

whom He stated was born o b7C 


Subject stated that he married the above nared Yin Telang in Shanghai, 
China on September 17, 1947;-that she hed never previously entered 

the United States; ahd thet she followed ’im to the United States, . 
entering at Honolulu, T.5. on December 4, 1947 as a 4{d), visa #852, 
dated November 28, 1947 iseued to Mra, Tsien (Yin, nee Teleng), and 
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signed wy the American Yice-Consul, Shanghai, China, (Elizabeth Engdahl), 
Chinese Passport $446196. - 


The subject further stated that he has never been a citizen of nor 
applied for citizenship in any other country other than the United . 
States, having filed a decloration ‘of intention #329266 at the United . 
States District Court, Boston, Massachusetts on April 5, 1949. He 

also stated that his wife, to date, never filed such a declaration of 
intention, nor has she been a citizen of any other country than China, 


He stated that other than minor traffic violations in Los Angeles for 
vhich bail was posted in the sum of a couple of dollars, he has never 
been arrested for any offense either in the United States or in eny 
other country. 


He stated that he has been or is a member of the following fraternal 
organizations s 


Aeronautical Soience, with headquarters in New York from 
1936 to the present date; 

Sigma 43 from 1947 to the present date; 

American Physical, Society, with headquarters in New York 
from 1945 to the present date; 

American Mathematical Society, with headquarters. in feu York 
from 1946 or 1947 to the present. date; 

American Kechanicel Engineers, with headquarters in New York 
from 1949 to date; 

Americen Academy of ‘Arts and Sciences, with headquarters in 
Boston, from 1949 to date. 


He stated further that ke hed 7 never been a member of any civic 
organizations, nor fad he permitted the use of his name in ¢onnec~ 
tion with such organizations; that he had been a member and attended 
two or three meetings of the Chinese American Society which he des— 
eribed as a group of lecel Chinese who met at irreguler intervals to 
hear discussions from Chinese missionaries and that as he Imew it, 
the orgenization was more forthe benefit of the missionaries to 
acquaint them with the local Ghinese population; that if was not 
political in nature and was merely a social group, 


“He further stated thet he had never beea.a member of the Communist 
Party of the United States, nor hed he permitted his name to be 
used by the Communist Perty or by any of its so-called front organi- 
zations; and thet to his knowledge his name had never been used ~ 

by either of the above; that he had never been invited to join the 
Communist Party of the United States or any front orgenizations; 

and that té his knowledge he did not believe that he has ever been : 
approached in this matter; thet to his imouledge no Communist Party 


® 
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membership card was issued in his naze, nor has he ever seen such a 
ecard, He stated that Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
at the time of an interview hed informed hin that they thought there 
was such a card issued in his name, but that ho had never been so 
informed in any other manner nox by any other perseris; in fact, "no 
one has ever talked to me about the Commuhist Party"; that he stated 
that he had never been a member-of the Communist Party in eny country 
.of the world, When asked if he had ever attended any meetings which 
be knew or suspected were Communist Party meeLings, he sbated that 
recent developments in connection with the perjury trial of Sidney 
‘eiribaum has lead him to believe now that he may have been present when 
such meetings were in progress jn the home of Sidney Weinbeum and Yon 
Dubnoff, He expleined thet at that time during 1934 and 1939 and 21940, 
he wat single ond would visit at their homes quite frequently and that 
on oerasions five or six tines to the best of his recollection, there 
weve large groups of people, as many as 20 or 30 ab their homes when 
he arvived er when he was present, and that looking in retrospect 
he believes that they mey have beon Communist Party meetings. He also 
abated that he had been present at the home of Frenk J. Malina whom 
he know much better than the rest during such meetings, and that Ur. 
Melina hed also baen present at the Weinbaum and Dubnoff homes during. 
other meetings..He further stated that Dr. Weinbeum in particular nor 
eny other person had ever approached him or discussed with him hie or 
their membership in ‘the Communist Party; and that he was nck acquainted 
with Frank J, Oppenheimer, but that he bad met J. Robert Oppenheimer - 
formelly during scientific discussions and in connection therewith. 
Re stated that he had never net Richard Nosenoff, nor Mr. and Urs. 
Engene Brunner, but that he had met Gusteve Albrecht on the Cel. Tech. 
Campus at approximately: that time (1937 to 1939) during which time. 
both vere students. 


4b this point the aubject was reminded thet he was under cath, and 
asked if in view of that. he desired to change any of his testimony, 
espoctelly that deeling with his association or membership in the 
Conmunist Party. He was also reminded of the violation of the perjury 
statute, and stated that he did not desire to change any of his 
testimony in that regard. He further stated that he had never . 
paid dues as such to the Commmict Party, nor had he to his imowledge 
ever given any donations to the Communist Party of the United States; 
that he was never issued any instructions nor carried out any direc~ 
tives.from persons whom he knew or suspected wore members of the 
Communist Party; thet he never considered himself a member of the 
Communist Party, nor had he ever to his knowledge attended any closed 
meetings of the Communist Party or neekings where Communist Party 
business was discussed. 
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Whon asked if he hed rade application for « reebntry permit in con~ 
nection with his recontly proposed trip to Chins, he stated that he 
had not made such an application because he did not imov how Long 

it would take him to straighten out his business and family affairs 
in Ghinus thet he thought hia stay in China would be for about six 
or eight months, but that due to the international situation his re- 
entry inte the United Stetes was problomatical. He cave as a reason 
for his proposed trip that his father who is living alone in Chins 
was in need of a pajor oreration and what heeause of Chinese tradition, 
he felt that in spite of his ow desires, he shovid be with hin at 
thet time. He further stated that his wife's mother as well as his 
father wre dependent upon him for support. He also stated that no 
definite arrangerents had been made with the California Institute ¢ 
Technology to assure him of a job upon his return, but that he had 
been asked to return to the University if and when he did return to 
the United States; that he had teken no leave of absence, nor had he 
resigned his position with the California Institute of Technology co 
that his present stetus vith thet insbitution vas very indefinite, 
hovever, ho had received his salary check from them for the month of 
fugust 1950. 


At this point the intervicw was terminated and the subject was 


served with the warrent of arrest at approxins tely 43:45 Pole, 
Eeptember 6, 1950. : 
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IN MATERIAL HE ATTEMPTED TO SHIP. THIS CASE HAS BEEN PRESENTED USA, LA, 
TWICE AND PROSECUTION DECLINED WITH RESERVATION IT BE REPRESENTED WHEN 
AAF EXAMINATION COMPLETE. IF FAVORABLE EVIDENCE 1S DISCOVERED THROUGH 
ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION IT WILL BE PRESENTED TO USA AT ONCE. REPORT 
IS FORTHCOMING. 
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HELD WITHOUT BOND AT INS DETENTION FACILITY, TERMINAL ISLAND, SAN PEDRO, 
CALIF. No HEARING DATE SET. LOS ANGELES FIELD OFFICE, AIR MATERIAL 
COMMAND, #ADVISED THEY ARE PHOTGRAPHING SUBJECT- S PAPERS AND AIR 


Laie FELM TO WRIGHT FIELD WHERE FINDINGS RE DOCUMENTS EXPECTED 
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‘SEPT, ELEVEN AEC STATES SUBJECT-S SHIPMENT CONTAINS Hatuine 


OF INTEREST TO THEM. USN BUREAU OF ORDINANCE TECHNICAL LIAISON 
OFFICER, ADVISES THEIR FINDINGS TO BE FORWARDED LOS ANGELES FBI VIA 
210, LOS ANGELES ABOUT SEPT. ELEVEN. CASE WILL BE REPRESENTED TO USA 
WHEN ABOVE INFO AVAILABLE. 
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HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, WA. ESPIONAGE-R. GRANT COOPER, SUBJECT-S AT 
REQUESTED THAT INTERESTED GOVERNMENT AGENCIES BE PRESENT AT A CONFERENCE 
TO HEAR STATEMENT FROM TSIEN RE FACTS OF HIS CASE AND TO ASK ANY QUESTIOS 
THEY DESIRED. CONFERENCE HELD THIS AFTERNOON AT I AND N S DETENTIONAL | 
FACILITY, TERMINAL ISLAND, CALIF. PRESENT WERE THE SUBJ«, GRANT COOPER | 
AUSA DEUTZ, AND REPRESENTATIVES OF AIR MATERIEL COMMAND, ZIO, US cusToms| 
I AND NS, AND FBI, ALL LOS ANGELES. TSIEN DENIED CP MEMBERSHIP BUT 
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NINE WHICH WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE WERE COMMUNIST IN NATURE. DENIED HAV- 
ING ANY CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS IN HIS SHIPMENT CONSIGNED TO CHINA. sTaTEs| 


FROM OTHER PAPERS IN HIS POSSESSION, AND PLACED CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS: 
IN A LOCKER AT CALTECH GIVING KEY TO DR. CLARK Bs MILLIKAN of CALTECH. 
TSIEN SAYS HE SEPARATED THE CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS ON BASIS OF OWN 
EXPERIENCE. SAYS HE PACKED SOME DOCUMENTS MARKED CLASSIFIED BECAUSE a ; 
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Four Sten TSIEN, WAe ESP-R. USA TOLIN ADVISED TODAY US CUSTOMS HAVE 

ONLY A VERY TECHNICAL VIOLATION ON TSIEN AND IT IS NOT USUAL POLICY (J J 
, TO PROSECUTE SUCH CASES WHICH ARE INCONSEQUENTIAL IN NATURE. IN nerle.! 
ENCE TO ESPIONAGE CASE TOLIN STATES THAT OF MATERIAL EXAMINED TO DATE 

THERE IS SUCH A SMALL AMOUNT OF IT, oF A RESTRICTED NATURE AND THAT SOME 

OF THIS.WAS WRITTEN BY TSIEN HE DOES NOT’ FEEL THERE IS ANY CASE THAT CAN - 

BE MADE. TOLIN STATES THAT PEYTON FORD OF DEPT. ADVISED HIM BAIL APPEARS 
APPROPRIATE AND A MINIMUM OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS WILL BE SOUGHT. 
SUBSEQUENTLY INS ADVISED TSIEN BEING RELEASED TODAY ON FIFTEEN THOUSAND 
BAIL. MR. GOULD OF WRIGHT FIELD HAS SUGGESTED, ACCORDING TO TOLIN, c 
THAT TSIEN BE USED ON OPERATION QUOTE PAPER CLIP UNQUOTE HOWEVER DEPT. 
STATES CANNOT BE SO USED IN VIEW OF PENDING HEARING BEFORE INDUSTRIAL 
REVIEW BOARD AND UNLIKELY TSIEN WILL BE CLEARED FOR SECRET WORK. 


TOLIN STATES CAL TECH CONSIDERING HIRING TSIEN. AS A PROFESSOR IN A CAP- 
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PROSECUTION BUT QUOTE HE WANTS A REAL VIOLATION UNQUOTE BEFORE 
PROCEEDING WITH PROSECUTION. RE FOUR DOCUMENTS MENTIONED MYTEL 
SEPT. TWENTYONE TSIEN STATES RETURNZD THESE TO USAAF PRIOR TO 
LEAVING M.I.Te LA REVIEWING SUBJECTS MATERIAL IN ATTEMPT TO 
LOCATE. CINCINNATI ADVISED BY MAIL. 
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National Advisory Comittee on Aeronavties: .- 
1724 F Street M. We ~ ee Bice aie 
Washington D. Gs ‘g0 rs . 


‘Abtenbion:; Ur. Robert L. Bell, Secnrlty Officer. 


'. Fronis - - John Edgar Hoover, Director. ; Pol pele ty os 
see ‘ Rederal Bureau of Investigation i iGo 

Ste ee re engages 
‘Subject: HSUE-SHEN TSIEN ; 
ESPIONAGE = Ro nae 


Co Dre We Je Underwood, NAGALiaison Officer, Wright-Patterson 
Air Fotce Base, Dayton, Ohio; has recently advised the Cincinnati offic! 
‘of this Bureau that photographs of certain documents which were found ix 
.& shipment belonging to apbioned individual at the-time it was. checked by 
' the Bureau of Customs at Ios Angeles were forwarded. to NACA headquartery, 
Washington for evaluation and classification, ne 


: Ibis requested that you advise at ‘the earliest possible date 
resulte ‘of your examination of ‘the HAGA material found in Dr. ‘Tsients 
shipment on August. 21, 1950 by the Bureau of Customs. This request -is. ze 
order. that all pertinent information in this matter can bo made available 
to the Department of Justice at Washington 2. Ce and the United State. 


Attorney at Lds Angeles. . . : 
: Th the event any of the materlaL examined by you 48 pregen 
elassified, 1+ is requested that’ the identity of the pergon who car 
', testify to that classification in a court of law also be ‘made ayailabli 


Waes1 gh 


\ 


bactasersran ax SPACLELLS ae 
ow. 5/3/96 mee: 


REACTION 


Sacts 108 AIGELES - 
“GEUCENNATE as 


HERE AS: UNCLASSIFIED 
“= BYSP uses : 


2 on 0 


DIE 


MATION CONTARNED 
CLASSIFIED - 
oe ce HER ot BYSPACLUILIS 
ee ee ee OA this, enelope. 


EN bina 


. an . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
a a J. . + UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF “JUSTICE 


te fo, © CASED STATES DEPART re 
Bot oMMUNTeATIORS 8 FOTION. sePrENEER 22, 1950° . BRoRE ie i 
RECORDED - i . . “¢ b3 - 7 . ( -_ 
. i ng mégsage, 0: gag, omndimmatt —- JE i ffe 
pay" EOS ANGELES - pre KOT 


HS STE SIN, Wa, ESPIONAGE ~ R RE (CINGINNATT TEL SEPTRNEER THENTZ 


AND/LOS- ANGELES: TEL ° ‘SEPTZ BER. Tio, Last, cmneraAT TEL ADVISED ” 


THAT PHGTOGRAPRS OF ’ CERTALN DOCuERHRS PERTAINING oO wavtonan DEFENSE RESBACCH 
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Ziseeror AND SAC, LOS ANGELES “ “WREENT , 
@ ‘ 
HsuE“SuEN “rsiEN, WA, ESPIONACE-R. REBUTEL EIGHTEENTH INSTANT. We Je 


UNDERWOOD, LIASON OFFICER, NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON AERONAUTICS, 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB, CONTACTED AND STATES SUBJECT HAS FOUR CLASSIFIED 
DOCUMENTS PUBLISHED BY.SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD WHICH HE HAS NOT RE- 
TURNED AND A LETTER REQUESTING RETURN SENT BY ADJUTANT GENERAL-S OFFICE, 
WRICHT FIELD, TO SUBJECT, IN JULY NINETEEN FORTYNINE, FOUND IN MATERIAL 
SEIZED FROWPUBIECT. UNDERWOOD~S KNOWLEDGE AND INTEREST IN INSTANT CASE 
BASED ON FACT SEVEN DOCUMENTS in SUBJECT-S - POSSESSION PERTAIN - TO NACA AND | 
UNDERYOOD CONFERRED WITH WILLIAM H. DUNN, SECURITY POLICY DIVISION, 
INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, WRICHT-PATTERSON, REGARDING THESE. UNDERWOOD 
STATES IN HIS OPINION DUNN AND OTHERS IN THAT DIVISION NOT FULLY . 
QUALIFIED To CLASSIFY INSTANT SEIZED DOCUMENTS. | WALTER De RIEHL OF THE 5 

INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT STATES TO DATE, OF DOCUMENTS EXAMINED, THREE 

ITEMS HAVE BEEN DETERMINED To: BE CLASSIFIED, THIS DIVISION STILL IN ten 
. PROCESS OF MAKING. PHOTOSTATS FROM et | o ‘[b3 

NINETEEN REELS YET TO BE DONE. RIEHL AINESER MA RTAINING. TO bIE 
Q NATIONAL DEFENSE RESEARCH COUNCIL BEPOEty iB BEING EBRUANSED WASHINGTON 

FoR FURTHER EXAMINATION AND ann 
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-BUT BEING 
FORWARDED VIA AIR THIS DATE TO WASHINGTON, AS RIEHL BELIEVES HIGHER 


cLassiFichrion CAN -BE GIVEN THESE A DOCUMENTS. FOR INFO.LOS 

ANGLES, DUNN PRESENTLY IN LOS ANGELES. PRESENTING FINDINGS OF CLASSIFIED 
MATERIAL TC USA AND CUSTOM OFFICIALS AND CAN BE REACHED THROUGH Los AN- 
GELES AIR FORCE PROCUREMENT FIELD OFFICE, RIEHL MADE AVAILABLE TO THIS 
OFFICE PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF LETTER DATED JULY TWENTYNINTH, FORTYNINE, 


ADDRESSES TO SUBJECT AT MIT BUILDING THIRTYTHREE, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETSS 
REQUESTING HIM To 


RECORDS AGO OFFICE FAIL TO REFLECT 
THESE FOUR DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN RETURNED, LOS ANGELES ASCERTAIN 
WHETHER THESE DOCUMENTS WERE PART OF OR CONTAINED IN THE MATERIAL 
‘SEIZED FROM SUBJECT. : 
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There is being enclosed herewith for your information a photostatic - 
copy of the twenty~six-page inventory of items found in the shipment of papers 
and documents consigned by the subject to himself in Shanghai, China and seized * 
in Los Angeles, California by the U. S. Customs.on August 21, 1950. 


The list includes only those items photographed by the Air Materiel 
Command representatives from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 
office by Major LYMAN P. DAVISON, Chief, Intelligence and Security Branch, 
Los Angeles Air Force Procurement Field Office, 155 W. Washington Boulevard, 
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TO WASHINGTON, D. Ce, COLONEL BLISS, SECURITY POLICY BRANCH DIRECOT’ 
“OF INTELLIGENCE, USAF, HEADQUARTERS, PENTAGON, FOR DISSEMINATION Nez. 

BY BLISS TO PROPER AGENCIES FOR REVIEW AND CLASSIFICATION. EXACT>yy_-) — 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES NOT KNOWN BY INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT, wort 
PATTERSON AFB, BUT CAN BE LEARNED FROM COLONEL BLISS WHO IS CO- * 
ORDINATING EXAMINATION THERE. DOCUMENTS PERTAIN TO NAVY, NACA AND 
AIR FORCE, TO DATE ALL USAF CLASSIFIED MATERIAL EXAMINED AND SIX 
ITEMS FOUND CLASSIFIED RESTRICTED. APPROXIMATELY TWO WORKING DAYS 
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Re OF UNCLASSIFIED MATERIAL TO BE DONE. W. J. UNDERWOOD, NACA LIAISON 


‘OFFICER, REVIEWED ONLY SEVEN NACA DOCUMENTS WHICH HE STATES WERE 
UNCLASSIFIED, HOWEVER, THESE DOCUMENTS NOW IN WASHINGTON FOR FURTHER 
REVIEW BY NACA HEADQUARTERS. UNDERWOOD ORALLY FURNISHED THIS 
INFORMATION VIA TELEPHONE LAST WEEK TO NACA SECURITY OFFICER IN 
WASHINGTON. INFORMATION, LOS ANGELES, ARRANGEMENTS MADE. WITH esi, Oh, 
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BE FURNISHED TO, YOUR OFFICE BY OSI, LA. SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD rae 
. DOCUMENT TEN DASH As ENTITLED QUOTE GENERA}, CORDED - 83. 


EXPLOSIONS AND EXPLOSIVES UNQUOTE PERTAINS TO ATOMIC "EI RG 
| WAS REASON FOR RECALL OF THESE DOCUMENTS FROM ALL BOARD, ME 


\ END OF PAGE ONE_ 


GON ORTIONS SECT | 
SEP 95 i96fi 


TRLETYPE 


PAGE Two 


INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT, WPAFB, 


STATES THE FOUR, poeieenes PES eeD 
WERE NOT In SUBJECTS SEIZED MATE 


RIAL. 


OSTHOLTHOFF 
LOS ANGELES apvigep 


END 


“4-40 PM OK FBT WASH De car : 


. Ce Pin, Tilo 


RD-72 


csp), FEDERA@ BUREAU OF INVEST@ATION , p78 


Form No.4 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


By 


HSUE-SHEN 


CINCINNATI, OHI! 


LOS ANGELES PLE No. | 


DATEWHEN | q PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | RATORT MADE UY 7 
® 1d-§. bso 9-20,25310-2-50 WADE H. ante) pkk. 


7) @ 
STEN, Wa, John W. Decker 


sane iED 


AA f ' 
oe: ged pe pee bret nesy @ 


ot ? Investigation Wright-Patter'sdi WSs reflects a FG 
we h classified documents of the Scientific =, ane At], 
at a Advisory Board issued to subject in IOUT gir G1 
Y yr To date these documents have not been ‘gonf _ 
a my returned after two requests were made Tor, =o ./ | 
‘ ff eo ¢ to do sop etails and descriptions of th b3 
| % , documents set cubs ms : 
J & > /20-Phe igi bdldy qo b7E 
vo hy pee -P- . 
S a& 
W° prams: Ge 
ir ” ha 


ws 
ad 
e 


ee oC a 


COPIES OF 


~ Bureaw 


~ Los Angeles| 


es Can iol as 
1-UgA) CAMBD. 
9 ~ Washington Field (Info) F10 {960 


2- Cincinnati PIES DESTROY 


the FBI and are 


ee 


o be distributed outside of-agen 


oO 


_ 1 O77 #EcoRDED - 17 


0. 


% bIE 


. NHEADQUARTERS 
ATR MATERIEL COMMAND 
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vomers [—d 8, 
‘ "TO Dr. Hsue-shen Tsien 
Mass. Institute of Technology 
Bldgs 33 


Cambridge, Mass, 


b3 
bIE 


"FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: : 
Incl: ° W. B. RILEY, JR. 
2 Enve . . Tt. Colonel, USAF 
Asst Adjutant General 


Cin, b3 
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Mr. GATES Stated further that after an examination of the 
above letter, inquiry was made through the Office of the Adjutant 
General and it was found that the above documents had not been returned 
as requested and to his knowledge were not found among the seized items 
in Los Angeles, 


Mrs, COZY DAVIS, Top Secret Office, Office of the Adjutant 
General, Building 262, advised that the above four () documents were 
printed by the World Wide Publications Branch at Wright-Patterson and 
distributed through the Office of the Adjutant General on February 21, 
19:7 to approximately 200 members of the Scientific Advisory Board of 
which subject was a member. 


Mrs, DAVIS made available the following information, as 
reflected in her records, pertaining to the above documents: 
b3 
bTE 


‘meflects they are identical in size, 64" wide and 10 3/k" high, cloth 


b3 
bIE 


In connection with the above letter which was transmitted to 
the subject under the date of July 29, 1989, Mrs. DAVIS stated that 
enclosed with the letter were two envelopes, ‘The larger of the two 
envelopes was self-addressed to the Adjutant General's Office, Wright~ 
Patterson Air Force Base, and was stamped with sufficient postage. 


“The other envelope was slightly smaller, stamped Neonfidential" and 


addressed to It. Colonel W, B. RIIBY, dro, Assistant Adjutant General, 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. This second and smaller envelope was 
intended for the subject to plece the four requested documents in.and 
then place in the larger self~addressed envelope for mailing. 


Mrs. DAVIS produced postal receipt #566175 which is a return 
registered receipt, which reflects that the above letter to subject was 
received and signed for by him at Pasadena, California, on August 5, 19h9. 
The return receipt is also postmarked 5:00 PM, August 5, 1949, at 
Pasadena, California. 


Mrs. DAVIS also produced the copy af a follow-up letter 
which was directed to the subject at MIT, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
September 6, 1919, in which a request was made for him to return only 
Volume #10A, She further advised that no reply was received from the 
subject concerning this second request. 


. Mes. DAVIS stated that the requested documents have not 
been returned to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and Headquarters, USAF, 
have previously been advised of his failure to do 50. ~ 


Mes, DAVIS produced copies of the four documents which 


bound in light blue color. . 


PENDING 
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Arrangements have been made with Mr. D, J. GATES, Security 
Policy Division, Intelligence Department and Special Agent JOHN MORRELL; 
OSI, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohic, whereby interim and 
final reports of the examination and evaluation of the seized materiel of 
subject's will be furnished to the OSI Office, Los Angeles, who will in 
turn make these reports available to the Los Angeles Office of the FBI 
in order that they may be appropriately reported by that office, 


Mee D. J. GATES and Mr. DAN HARTZELL of the Security Policy 
Division, have advised that the entire examination of the seized material is 
expected to be completed prior to November 1, 1950. Mr. GATES has also 
advised that reports are being furnished to U. S. Treasury Department, 
Bureau of Customs and also Major LYMAN DAVIDSON, Los Angeles Air Force 
Field Procurement Offices 


Give ($5 copies of this report are being furnished to the 
Los Angeles Office tor distribution to the necessary Governmental Agencies. 


WASHINGTON FIEID OFFICE 


Field Office inasmuch as further investigation may be necessary at the 
Heacquarters of the Department of the Air Force to attempt to locate 
the documents mentioned in the body of this reporte wy 


Copies of this report are being furnished to the cy at tow ft 
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CORIEDERE ON AWONAUETOS, WASHINGTON, ADVISED BUREAU THIS DATE THAT 
ONLY. DQCUNENYS SEUT MAGA HEADQUARTERS BY YW, dy UUDBRNOOD WERE PHOTOSTATIC | 
corres OF THR SEVEN DocmaNTS PERTATRENG 10 WACA WHICH WERE ORIGINALLY 
EXAMINED BY EAGA AT 10S ANGELES, BEML, ADVISED THA’? THE ORIGINAL DECISION 
OF BACA REPRESEMIATIVE AT LA THAT DOCUMENTS WERE NOT CLASSIFIED 18 
PIAL, NACA DECISION. BELL FORTEER ADVISED THAT UNDERWOOD DAD REVIEWED, 


DIE 
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DIRECTOR AND SAC, LOS ANGELES URGENT _ Lis 


HSUE ask Suen suey, WA., ESPIONAGE R. REBUTEL SECOND INSTANT, 
DAN HARTZELL, INTELLIGENCE DEPT., WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB, ADVISES OF 
TWENTY SIX DOCUMENTS SENT TO WASHINGTON, FINAL DETERMINATION OF 
CLASSEFICATION MADE ON EIGHTEEN OF THEM. OF HAGR THIS NUMBER, 
FOURTEEN ARE UNCLASSIFIED AND FOUR RESTRICTED. REMAINING EIGHT 
PRESENTLY BEING REVIEWED AT WRIGHT PATTERSON. HARTZELL STATES 
CONSIDERABLE WORK INVOLVED IN REMAINING EIGHT DUE TO NUMEROUS 
REFERENCES WHICH MUST BE CHECKED OUT. REMAINING WORK, INCLUDING 
UNCLASSIFIED MATERIAL, EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 
FIRST NEXT. INTERIM REPORTS REFLECTING RECIS32% RESULTS OF 
. EXAMINATION, INCLUDING TWO OF THE ABOVE FOUR RESTRICTED DOCUMENTS , 
FURNISHED TO OSI, WHO STATE REPORTS TRANSMITTED OSI, LOS ANGELES, 
VIA LETTERS SEPTEMBER TWENTY SIXTH AND TWENTY SEVENTH LAST, OSI, 
WRIGHT PATTERSON, IS FORWARDING REPORTS THEIR LOS ANGELES OFFICE 
IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT FROM: INTELLIGENE D Jf, A 
OSTHOLTHOFY RECORDED - 4 . a, i 
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ND, & 
SOOT: gee, Ge. ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED. Yu, Weare 
a “SS HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

2-57 PM OK FBI WA NRJ QATE 5/2/76 BYSPLLEILS 


po Tk, Glavin i 
Xe . f 5 - f Mr, Hicho! en jh 


wasy-i7 FROM LOS ANGELES 5 4-06 Pt ; Be Mea oe 
LADIRECTOR URGENT a Rtet 
A ; 
5, ‘ - . va 
Pp & & 
HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, As, ESP. DASH Re INSP. ROY Me GORIN, Us Se CUS- 
TOMS, LA, IN CONTACT WITH SUBJ. OCT. FOUR AND HAS AGREED TO RETURN A 
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ALL SUBJECT-S PROPERTY NOT SEIZED BY CUSTOMS. PROPERTY WILL BE RE~ (E- 
TURNED ABOUT OCT. TEN. GORIN STATES THIS RETURNABLE PROPERTY IN- — 
rr . 
CLUDES EVERYTHING DEEMED OBVIOUSLY OF NO SECURITY INTEREST AS RESULT 
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OF EXAMINATION BY GOVERNMENT EXPERTS.’ GORIN ALSO LEARNED FROM CON- _4 
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Hr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director ” 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 


Washington, D. G. PD &@ Cm 


Re: Hsue-Shen Tsien F 
Espionage -R iN 


: 
Dear Nr. Hoovers @*. 


In the absence of our Chairman please permit me to ac~ 
knowledge your letter of September 28, 1950. An answer has 
been delayed by the absence from the city of our Security 
officer. 


Originally seven documents reportedly among those seized 
by the Bureau of Customs were examined by Mr. Edwin P. Hartman 
of the NACA at Ios Angeles, California. At the request of the 
Collector of Customs at Los Angeles, Mr. Hartman determined 
that these documents do not presently have a security classi- 
fication and so advised the Collector. A copy of this letter 
was sent to Mr. Roger Wolcott of the FBI at Los Angeles. These" 


seven documents consisted wholly or pe of UGkaaiersabes : A 


To obtain some assurance that the Ea ie of the Be 
seized by the Bureau of Customs did not consist at least partially 
of abstracts of NACA material Mr. William J. Underwood, NACA 
LTiaison Officer was requested to review the photographs of the 
seized documents in the possession of the Air Force at the Wright~ 
Patterson Air Force Base. Mr. Underwood was requested to forward 
to NACA Headquarters any material of questionable status in order e 
that a proper determination could be made here. & 


Ur. Underwood has now advised that he has reviewed generally a } 
the photographs of the material that ar { 


YRD 


ye 


aa e ~ ¢€ 


Air Force and finds nothing to indicate there is additional 
NACA material or abstracts thereof. It would, therefore, 
appear that on the basis of the material made available to 
NACA for examination nothing was located that presently bears 
a NACA security classification. 


This information was made available to Mr. William A. Kolar 
of the FEI by telephone on October 4, 1950. 


Very truly yours, 


NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
FOR AERONAUTICS 


& E. H. Chamberlin 


Executive Officer 
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Opes : GUY HOITEL, SAC, Washington Field wk a7 
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SUBJECT: “HSUR-SHEN TSIEN, was 
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My, ROBERT BELL, former Bureau Special Agent, recently appointed 
Security Officer, National Advisory Committee on Aeronautics, Washington, D.C. 
has just furnished some ‘information concerning the subject which may be of 
interest to the Bureaus 


Several days prior to September 20, 1950, while TSIEN was in custody 
of Immigration and Naturalization Service in California, 4 telephonic attempt 
to reach TSIEN was reportedly made from the office of Dr. THEODO a 
felephonic contact between TSIEN and the unknown caller was dec’ 
INS in Californias 


On September 20, 1950, another call was reportedly placed from VON 
KARMAN's office to TSIEN. ‘Immigration and Naturalization Service, permitting 


conbact to be made, reportedly monitored the ensuing conversatione The caller (°" 


reportedly had a Ghinese accents 


Further, according to ROBERT BELL, "well foundege-itornat ion from an 


"apparently reliable source has indicated. that DAN A KIMBALL, Under-Secretary. 


of the Navy, for unknown reasons has quietly been attempting to influence 
TSIEN's release from Iymigration and Naturalization Services - 


BELL reports that NATHAN H. GOODRICH, Assistant General Counsel, 
Depariment of Defense, As familiar with the whole sircumstances of the 
foregoing. GOODRICH possibly be BELL's source of information in this 
mattere BELL has requested an immmity for himself. 


Br. THEODORE VON KASRMAN's present office,as disclosed in the SOVME 
investigation heré,4$ located at the Pentagon, 10-340, telephone extension 
53797+ WILLIAM 


at Columbia University and ‘this is the basis of the Washington Field - Office! s) 
Interest in VON IKARMAN Ger) 
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There are. attached _for your inPornotion and ¢ og 
assistance ¢optes af the fallowing documents received at the - 
Bureau in connection with the capt toned nebter s : : / 


is Photostatiea copy of US. Heval Intelligence a i 
Investigation Heport dated September 6, 1950, and made by : 
Willian (n} Duvotsin in the llth Naval District (210 - LA} 

Les Angeles, Californias 


Be Protostatie copy of United States Naval 7 
. Intelligence Investigation feport. dated September 19, 1950, 
Doc *) and made by Agent .G,: ite. Porter at Lith aval Districts 
po (200 + LA) Los Angeles, Californias 2 


- Se ‘Copy of Letter frou G«2 dated: Sotober 4; 1950, 
. and signed by-Major General ae Ee Bolling. : : 
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FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS LOCALLY RE EVALUATION OF’ TSTEN<s SHIPMENT 
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; 9 LOS: ANGELES--THE GOVERNMENT TODAY ‘ACCUSED A BRILLIANT CHINESE 4 

q JRESEARCH SCIENTIST OF BEING AN ALIEN ‘COMMUNIST AS ANOTHER TOPFLIGHT  {: 

: a3 PHYS ICIST WAS CONVICTED OF LYING: ABOUT FORMER COMMUNIST PARTY TIES < i 

DR WHSUE=SHEN IS TEN, 40, HEAD OF THE*’JET PROPULSION CENTER AT CALIF? 

ORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, WAS ‘HELD WITHOUT BAIL AT THE IMMIGRA~ - : 
TION SERVICE PROTECTION QUARTERS ON TERMINAL ISLAND, © . 

i IMMIGRATION SERVICE AGENTS ARRESTED HIM ON THE CIVIL CHARGE ONLY 

: ‘TWO WEEKS AFTER CUSTOMS OFFICIALS SEIZED EIGHT PACKING CASES oF : 

Hy SCIENTIFIC PAPERS WHICH YSIEN TRIED TO SHIP TO SHANGHAI, IN COMMUNIST # 


‘CHINA, , : i. 
| . MEANWHILE, DR, stoney/ferweaus WAS JAILED WITHOUT BAIL AND AVAL TED 
ae SENTENCING TUESDAY ON THREE COUNTS OF PERJURY AND ONE COUNT OF FRAUD, 
A FEDERAL JURY DECIDED YESTERDAY THAT ‘THE FORMER CALTECH PHYSICIST ; 
LIED WHEN HE TOLD .AN ARMY, SECURITY OFFICER LAST YEAR THAT HE HAD NEVER 
BEEN A COMMUNIST... - . . . 

THE, RUSSIAN-BORN WEINBAUM, 52, ‘SAID HE WOULD APPEAL THE VERDICT. ~- 
ten, A MALNTAINED HE NEVER BELONGED TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY.- WEINBAUM WAS ~ 
SAGER VITH PERJURY WHEN HE DENIED HAVING RED TIES IN 1938 IN ORBER 
; TO REMAIN AT WORK IN THE CALTECH JET PROPULSION LABORATORY, 
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| SviNOPSIS OF FAGTS: USAF contracts W33-308acL5191 and W535acl5690 P&S 
(3671) reviewed at Wright-Patterson AFB and Bo ~ 4 
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“nh i v At the Air Materiel Command Contract Research and Devel~ 

i opment Records Depository, Building 255, Wright—Patters: in Force.B ay 3 

ithe following contracts were reviewed: ; ALL TNFR TIO" CONTAINED 
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 


W33-038acL 5192 - ‘ 4 
DATE zeae Blof 
This contract, bearing Purchase Order“hhnib ho-b5378, 


OPH Y. 
jwas entered into bétween the United States Air Force and the California 
| Institute of Technology under the date of June 17, 1946. This Purchase Order 
fis for the purchase of fifty copies of "Jet Propulsion Course Notes" and 
1478 copies of "Jet Propulsion Reference Text" for a total price of $14,364.52 
} from CAL TECH for delivery at once upon receipt of the Purchase Order to y) “hs hn, Wble 
Weight Field, Dayton, Ohio. This contract and Purchase Order bears no (OUP! (llega d 
classification and the termination of the contract is not shown, EC 


W535acl5690 (3671) 


a The above contract, approved Ocbober 1, 1940, was 
Lentered into bebween the United States War Department and the National 5 
| Academy of Sciences and pertains to “investigations on rocket and jet prop- & : 

ulsion and de~icing of airplanes", A review of this contract and related Ff 
correspondence reflects that the research and develooment of Rocket and Jet 
j Propulsion is to be carried out at CAL TECH under the direction of the 
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Committee appointed by the National Academy of Sciences, The contract 

further states that the work pertaining to the "de-icing" of airplanes is to 

be carried out in a like manner at the laboratories at Massachusetts Instit- 

ute of Technology. 


The above contract bears a classification of "Restricted" 
from it's inception through September 1, 1943. Related correspondence to 
this contract. reflects that it expired with the Netional Academy of Sciences 
shortly after this date, however, the expiration date is not reflected in the 
contract file. Further correspondence in this file reflects that later 
instant contract was awarded directly to CAL TECH. It therefore appears 
that the latter contract awarded to CAL TECH is identical with contract 
8535ac20260 information concerning which is set forth in the report of SA 
ROGER S. C. WOLCOTT dated September 22, 1950, at Los Angeles, 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


Qn 


Cincinnati ra | 
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On October 25, 1950, Mr. D. J. GATES; Security Policy 
Division, Intelligence Department, Building 263-B, Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Dayton, Ohio, advised that all of the wmclassified material 
in comection with instant case has been reviewed. He further advised that 
the last interim report was submitted by bis department to Major LYMAN P. 
DAVISON, Los Angeles Air Force Field Procurement Office on October 10, 1950, 
copies of which were also furnished to OSI. 


Mr. GATES_also advised that on October 17, 1950, four 
documents which consist of 


were transmitted to Colonel M. C. DEMLER, Power Plant 
Laboratory, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base for a further review and inter-~ 
pretation of classification. Mr. GATES stated thet his department has 
given these four documents an interim classification of restricted. 


Mr, GATES has advised that to date (October 25, 1950) 
none of the seized material of subject's has been classified higher than 
restricted and the only remaining work pertaining to the seized material 
is the classification of the above four documents. GATES stated that when 
these are completed 2 full and finel report will be submitted by his 
department, copies of which will be furnished to Major DAVISON, OSI end the 
United States Customs Bureau at Los Angeles. 


Nane (9) copies of this report are being furnished to 
the Los Angeles Office for distribution to the necessary Governmental 
Agencies, 


REFERENCE: Report SA ROGER S. C. WOLCOTT, Los Angeles, 9/22/50. 
Report SA WADE H, ALLEY, Cincinnati, 10/6/50. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 8 @ 4 : Co 


" Office Memorandum ® UNITED STATES GO ERNA: T 


pada 


: Director, FBI DATE: Dp SLcbee “307-2950 
; i. Tracy : 
F fest : SAC, Los Angeles . 


@ @ @ 
SUBJECT; ESUE-SHEN TSIEN, we 


ESPIO. = 
0 Bufile 
gn 


Up Re Washington Field letter to the Director dated 10/17/50 ana 
y Los Angeles teletype to the Director and Washington Field dated 10/26/50. fer / 


INS, Los Angeles, after contacting their Detention Facility, df 9 
Terminal Island, San Pedro, California, has advised that their recor 5, of 
reflect that the telephone conversation completed between Dr. THEODO: NVON 

Karun and Subject was made at 4:20 p.m., September 15, 1950; Instead or- ato ? 
September 20, 1950, as set forth in reference letter. T&NS, San Pedro, 
reportedly claims to have no details on any telephone’ calis’ directed to 
TSIEN and not completed, but admits there may have been such calls which 
were not recorded. 


This office has obtained from I&NS, Los Angeles, a transcript of 
the conversation on 9/15/50 between TSIEN and YON KARMAN, I&NS hes advised- 
. Le that VON KARMAN appeared to have difficulty understanding TSIEN; consequently, 
“ wuear the beginning of the conversation, he is replaced by another party, 
probably the person naneN parc 


\ Pg . 
Fy It is interesting to note that TSIEN expresses the sentiment that 
Jigen, while responsible for TSIEN's plight, has taken-his action as a 
7 ape of policy and still bears no personal grudge against TSIEN. 


The above has been furnished for your information. 
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Rerep SA WADE H. ALIEY, 10/9/50, Cincinnati. Maj. LYMAN P. P on / 
DAVISON, Chief, Intelligence. & Security Br., Los Angeles Air Force Procuréhant 
Field Office 3 advises that the matter of the four secret docunents allegedly /0>. / 
not returned by TSIEN to USAF is being handled by WILLIAM H. DUM, Security” 

Policy Division Air Material Command Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio. 


On 9/20/50, TSIEN, with his attorney crangesorEn present, submitted 
voluntarily to an informal question period or conference which was attended 
by representatives of the various interested U. S. government agencies. At 
this conference, Mr. DUNN asked ISIEN what he had done with the four 
questioned docunants. TSIEN answered that he had returned them to the USAF 
prior to his departure from MIT, Boston, Massachusetts, in the summer of 1949. 


Phe Cincimati O¢fice at Dayton, Ohio, is requested to determine 
from DUNN whether the four documents have been returned to USAF. — 


For information, it is pointed out that this lead was set out in 
IA teletype dated 10/18/50, originally directed to the Bureau and Cincinnati. 
In process of transmission, Cincinnati was inadvertently omitted as an 
addressee; therefore, the lead is being restated. 
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LOCALLY RELATIVE TO INSTANT CASE. INS ADVISES THEIR HEARING 

ON SUBJECT DEFERRED DUE To RECENT LEGISLATION PROVIDING FoR vv 
EXEMPTION oF INS FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES ACT oF 

FORTY SIx. THIS SITUATION NECESSITATES PROMULGATION BY CENTRAL b3 
OFFICE INS OF NEW REGULATIONS For CONDUCT OF INS HEARINGS. NEW 
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DATED OCTOBER NINE, FIFTY. LA OFFICE AIR MATERIEL COMMAND ADVISES THAT 
THE MATTER OF THE FOUR SECRET DOCUMENTS ALLEGEDLY NOT RETURNED BY TSIEN 
TO USAF. IS BEING HANDLED BY WILLIAM H. DUNN, SECURITY POLICY DIVISION, 
INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, AIR MATERIEL COMMAND, WRIGHT DASH PATTERSON AF 
BASE, DAYTON, OHIO. TSIEN AT CONFERENCE AT SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA ON 

° SEPTEMBER TWENTY STATED THESE DOCUMENTS WERE RETURNED BY HIM TO USAF 
PRIOR TO LEAVING MIT IN SUMMER OF FORTY NINE. THESE DOCUMENTS 
DESCRIBED IN RE LETTER. CINCINNATI IS REQUESTED TO DETERMINE FROM rd 
DUNN IF THE FOUR DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN RETURNED TO USAF. INS, CUSTOMS 


AND AMC LOCALLY ADVISED NO RECENT DEVELOPMENTS RE INSTANT CASE. 
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HSUE DASH SHEN TSIEN, WA, ESP - R. REBUTEL NOVEMBER SEVEN LAST. 


D. J. GATES, SEESER SECURITY POLICY DIVISION, INTELLIGENCE DEPT., 


WRIGHT PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, DAYTON, OHIO, ADVISED EXAMINATION f 
oF SUBJECTS MATERIAL COMPLETED. RESULTS OF EXAMINATION FURST SEDO 
MAJOR LYMAN P. DAVISON, LOS ANGELES AF PROCURENENT FIELD OFFICE, 

ANC, ONE FIVE FIVE WEST WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CALIF., 
BY LETTER DATED OCTOBER THIRTY FIFTY. LA WILL SECURE RESULTS OF e 
EXAMINATION AND REPORT. 30. \ 
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. Re. Los Angeles letter dated October 30, 1950. 


Mr. B. J. GATES, Security Policy Division, AMC, Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio, was contacted in the 
absence of Mr, WILLIAM H, DUNN, and advised that his Division 
is not making any effort to locate the four secret documents 
allegediy not returned by the subject. GATES further advised 
: that the Adjutant General's Office, Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, had referred the matter to AF Headquarters, Washington, 
D.G., and to date, the documents have not been located. 
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CAT. ORICALI 


ENDED QUOTE GATHERINGS UNQUOTE WHICH HE STEADFASTLY REFUSED TO 


IDENTIFY AS ORGANIZED MEETINGS OF ANY SORT AND PARTICULARLY as 
MEETINGS OF CP. ADM rED CLOSE FRIENDSHIP WITH SIDNEYMWEINBAUM AND nid 
Neuivas SAID HE WOULD SOMETIMES DROP IN AT THEIR HOUSES SNANNOUNCED To 
“BIND OTHERS: ALREADY PRESENT. ON OTHER OCCASIONS ON BEING INVITED - 
LEARNED AFTER ARRIVAL THAT OTHER GUESTS WERE ALSO PRESENT. DISCUSSIONS; 
ON THESE OCCASIONS SEEMED TO HIM IN RETROSPECT TO BE COMMUNIST SLANTEDS! 
UNDER, QUESTIONING INDICATED THAT HIS _SYPATHIES AND LOVALTIES..TO -BE_ONLY 
TO CHINESE PEOPLE. AFTER MUCH HESITATION STATED HE MIGHT FIGHT FOR 
U.S. IN WAR VS. RED CHINA QUOTE IF I THOUGHT IT WAS FOR THE BEST INTER- 


EST OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE OR DO og [2 "UOTE. Be BPSSTON. uM. 
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MADE ORIGINAL CP RECORDS AVAILABLE To HYNES AND WAS PRESENT DURING COP- 


te 


YING. AT TODAY-S BRIEF SESSION DR SAM_AND sarayQeravik TESTIFIED THAT 
THEY HAD TEMPORARY CUSTODY OF NINETEEN THIRTYNINE CP REGISTRATION FORMS 
WHICH KIMPLE PICKED UP FROM THEM. I AND N S APPARENTLY INTENDS To 
PRESENT TESTIMONY OF RICHARD NEWTON LEWIS AT NONSPECIFIED FUTURE DATE IN 
FORM OF DEPOSITION. SUBJECT HAS OFFERED NO DEFENSE OTHER THAN ON TES- 
TIMONY BUT I AND N $ ADVISED THAT HE MAY UTILIZE THE DUBNOFFS AND 
POSSIBLY OTHER ADMITTED CP MEMBERS AS DEFENSE WITNESSES AT FUTURE 
SESSION. HEARING RECESSED WITH NO DATE FOR RESUMPTION SET 
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THAT THIS. 1s ONLY A TECHNICAL VIOLATION OF ESPIONAGE LAWS LACK ING 
PROVABLE ELEMENT OF INTENT, AND. THAT ACQUITTAL WOULD HAVE BEEN 
IKELY. RE POSSIBLE THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY. NAVY HAS 


DVISED, THAT SOME OF TSIEN-S DOCUMENTS, BEARING NO INDICATION 
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DATE WHEN MADE penton For WA REPORT MADE BY 
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LOS ANGELES 


510 11 hy 
Z E; . 16,268',20,23, 5 cHaracrEn OF CASE : 
HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, wa. : 30,31312/1,6-No, ESPIONAGE - R 
. 15/50 THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY, 


Yo? Joat who. declined on grounds, thet 


is OF Facts: TSIEN, at his attorney ts 
f at the Immigration and No: 
Facility, Sen Pedro, 
government agencies. 


request, was interviewed 9/20/50 a / 
‘turalization Service Detention =f 
California, by interested U. &. 

TSTEN denied Communist Party Nonber 
ship, affirmed loyalty to the United States, and claimed 
that the four questioned "Von Karman reports" were returned 
by him to-the U. S. Air Force, Washington, D. C. prior to 
his departure from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Boston, Mass. in summor of igho. Subject released by 
immigration and Naturalization Service 9/23/50 on $15,000 
ced bond. Atomic Energy Commission, Netional Advisory G, 4 WN 
Conmittee for Leronautics and Los fngeles Army Ordnance 
District have advised that examination of TSIEN's papers 
by them reflects no classified documents within their 
cognizance. U.S. Airy Force in final report lists nine 
documents 9s classified (all restricted). U.S. Navy finel 


report lists one document as classified and this is identical 
to item classified by U. 


8. Air Force and included in above 
total of nine. . Three items previously reported as classified 
by Los Angeles Army Ordnance District determined to be within 
purview U. S. Navy and.U.‘S. Air Force, two being unclassified 

“tone Air Force document included in above nine, Pacts. regarail 
‘possible espionage violation and theft ‘of government property 
Violetion: presented 11/10/50 to U. §. Attorney, Los Angéles 

ease involved only « technical 
violation and lacked elenent of intent. Prosecution regarding 
poss e ‘bheft-of government property declined with proviso 
thot interested government agencies be advised so that they 
night take action to, recover any document belonging to them. 
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Immigration and Naturalization Service deportation 
hearing commenced 11/15/50. 


~Pe- 
DETAILS: 


On September 20, 1950, a conference was held at the invitation of 
DR. TSIEN and his ettorney, Mr. GRANT B. COOPER at the Immigration and Naturali- 
zation Service Detention Facility, Terminal Island, San Pedro, California. This 
meeting was attended by the following persons: GRANT B, COOPER, DR. TSIEN, MAX 
FP. DEU?Z, Assistant United States Attorney; WILLIAM HB. DUNN, headquarters, Air 
Materiel Command, Dayton, Ohio; Major LYMAN P. DAVISON, Air Materiel Command, Los 
Angeles; GEORGE R. PORTER, U. $. Navy, Los Angeles; ROY M. GORIN, U. S. Customs 
Service, Los Angeles; ERNEST S, GLAZER, U. S. Customs Service, Los Angeles; 
JUSTIN fT. BENNETT, Immigration and Naturalization Service, Los Angeles; ALBERT DEL 
GUERCIO, Immigration and Naturalization Service; and SA ROGER S, CG, WOLCOTT, PBI, 
Los Angeles. . 


Tt was pointed out by Assistant United States Attorney DEUTZ at the outset 
that this conference was a purely informal proceeding whereby DR. TSIEN volunteered 
to answer questions propounded to him by interested government agencies, but that 
the proceeding itself had no legal or judicial significance. ‘ 


During these proceedings, TSIEN denied that he was a member of 
Professional Unit #122 of the Communist Party at Caltech or of any other Communist 
Party unit. TSIEN added that he never knowingly joined the Communist Party, never 
had any direct or indirect knowledge thet his name might have appeared on their 
membership rolls and never owned, possessed or saw a Communist Party membership 


card with his namo or alleged party name on it, L 
TSIEN stated that his fa her's full name ison Loomer an@ that his 
nae He 


father is living at number lll, Lane 1032, Yu-Yuan Road, ghai; . 
stated further that last winter his father had undergone a major operation on his 
stomach and that his father's il] health was one of his principal reasons for 
desiring to return to Chine. Questions were asked of TSIBN regarding his knowledge 


b3 
bIE 


This doubtless refers to the cabinet ab Caltech wherein 
he left a number of classified documents placing the key in the custody of Dr. 
CLARK B. MILLIKAN, 


b3 


DIE 


When asked to describe his loyalty to the United States, TSIEN furnished 


the opinion that he would not allow any information in his possession to be used 
against the United States. 


Mr. DUNN of the Air Materiel Command asked TSIEN whether he recalled 
having received a letter from the Air Meteriel Command requesting that he return 
four{-Jreporta, Dr. TSIEN recalled having received thet letter and 
advised that these reports hed been returned by him to the United States Air Force 
in Washington, D. C. prior to his departure from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Boston, Massachusetts, for California. 


On September 22, 1950, the writer and SA ANATOLE N. OSSIPORF contacted 
Dr. CLARK B, MILLIKAN, director of the Guggenheim Leboratory, Caltech, and were 
permitted to examine the contents of the locked cabinet in which Dr. TSIEN 
allegedly had left the itens which he had withdreym from his library because of 
their classified nature. This examination was made primarily to determine whether 
there was any duplication of the material which still remained in Dr. TSIEN's 


seized library. It was observed that the cabinet did, in fact, contain a bound 
copy of 


b3 
bIE 


On September 23, 1950, TSIEN was released on a $15,000 bond, pending 


disposition of the deportation proceedings against him by the Immigration and 
Neturalization Service. These proceedings commenced at Los Angeles on November 15, 
1950, and at the date of this report are still in progress. 


The Atomic Energy Commission vy letter dated August 31, 1950, advised 
that Dr. M. A, GREENFIELD, Atomic Energy project, University of California at 
Los Angeles, had examined Dr, TSIBN's papers and found no material of Girect 
interest to the Atomic Energy Commission. 


Mr. ROBERT BELL, security officer, National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics, Washington, D. C. advised on October , 1950, that examinations of 


Dr. TSIEN's papers by NACA representatives reflected no classified materials of 
interest 4g the WACA. 


It is noted that in the report cf SA ROGER S. C. WOLCOTT dated September 
22, 1950 at Los Angeles, the Los Angeles Army Ordnance District through Major 
GEORGE EB. PARSONS, Junior Resident Ordnance Officer, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
Caltech, furnished a list of three documents, one restricted and ro confidential, 
according to the records maintained at Caltech Aeronautical Laboratory and the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. As a result of subsequent investigations by the U. S. Navy 
and the Air Moteriel Commend, it has been determined that two of these items have 
been downgraded to unclassified and the one restricted item falis within the 
jurisdiction of the Air Materiel Commend thus leaving no further items of security 


-~-3- 


ee 


b3 
interest within the cognizance of the Los Angeles Army Ordnance District. The 
restricted item consists of notes on Caltech jet propulsion lectures, These notes 


Since this document 
Prepared in connection with an Air Force contract was not listed by the Air Force 
as bearing any current classification, Major PARSONS was contacted by the writer 
on November 1, 1950 for further information. Mojor PARSONS advised that since the 
Air Meteriel Command is the final authority in determining the classification of 
Air Force documents, their determination as to Classification-should be accepted, 


By copy of a letter dated September 14, 1950 from the Bureau of Ordnance, 
Technical Liaison Officer to the Commandant, llth Neval District, U. 8. Navy has 


only one document within their jurisdiction bearing any security. classification, 
This document is classified restricted and its title is set out below: 


b3 
BIE 
United States Air Forca letter dated October 30, 1950 states this was a 
final report and advised that exemination of Dr, TSIEN's collection of documents 
by the Air Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio, has 
resulted in the determination that the following documents bear security class- 
iffoations, (411 the documents so listed ore classified restricted): b3 
B7E 


Tt is noted that item # is identical with the restricted document 
listed by the Navy as a result of its review of Dr. TSIEN's library, 


As a result of the above findings by the U. S. Navy end the Air Poroe, 
the facts of this case relating to possible espionage violation and possible theft 
of government property violation were presentéd to United States Attorney ERNEST 4, 
TOLIN, Los Angeles, on November 10, 1950. Consideration regarding the possibility 
of a theft of government property violation arose when the Navy in its report 
advised that some of Dr. TSIEN's documents bearing no indication of gift or 
presentation might be considered goverment property. Mr. TOLIN declined prosecuti 
on both charges, stating that the facts indicate only a technical violation of 
espionege laws and lacked the provable element of intent. Regarding the theft of 
government property aspect, Mr. TPOLIN Suggested that the interested U. S$. 
government authorities be advised so that they might take such action as they 
deemed appropriate in order to recover their property, if any, such is contained 
in Dr. TSIEN'ts library. These instructions from Mr. TOLIN were forwarded to the 
various interested government agencies by letter dated November 21, 1950. 


ENCLOSURE: TO BOSTON: 


One copy of report of S& WADE H. ALLEY dated 
October 6, 1950 at Cincinnati, Ohio. 


~ PENDING - 


LEAD PAGE 
SHE BOSTON OFFICE 


AT BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS: Will report on leads set forth in referenced 
report. Will review Massachusetts Institute of Technology records to determine 
if any material charged out to subject is_unace. for, bearing in mind that 
Subject claims to have returned the four eports" while at MIT but 
that U. $. Air Force records fail to reflect they have been returned. frclosed 
Cincinnati report describes these reports. 


THE CINCINNATI OFFICE 

AQ DAYTON, OHIO: Will contact Mr. WILLIAM H, DUNN, Security Police 
Division, Air Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, i - 
obtain information regarding Air Force efforts to locate the four 
reports" mentioned in the report of SA WADE H. ALLEY dated October J, 950 et 
Cincinnati. This lead wes set out in Los Angeles letter of October 30, 1950, 

Cincinnati and Boston should designate copies of their reports for the 
USA, Los Angeles; IFO #2, Fort Macarthur; INS, Los Angeles; OSI, Los Angeles; and 
ZI0, Los Angeles. 

THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE 

At LOS ANGEIRS, CALIFORNIA: Will follow and report the disposition of 


the Immigration and Naturalization Service and U. $. Customs proceedings versus 
Dr. TSIEN, . 


Will interview Dr. TSIBN for further letailed information regarding the 
location or disposition of the four Foe eelserorter mentioned in report of 
SA WADE H. ALLEY dated October 9, 1950 at Cincinniti. 


REFERENCE: Report of SA ROGER S$. C. WOLCOTT dated September 22, 1950 at 
Los Angeles, 
Boston teletype to the Bureau and Los Angeles dated November 8, 
1950. . 
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GRANT COOPER, ON VACATION AT ACAP! DECEMBER 7 [O8<i 
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ee the intelligénce contained in the above message is to té disseminated 
ordér to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 4 
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f a 
‘i iin siCrstaN, ESPIONAGE R. SUBJ. TODAY ADVISED THAT HE-RETUBNED/!~! 
ALL REPORTS RECEIVED AS MEMBER OF SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD FOR AIR 


FORCE. “AFTER ARRIVAL HERE FROM BOSTON, RECEIVED LETTER FROM WRIGHT 
PATTERSON FIELD REQUESTING RETURN OF REPORTS, TO WHICH HE ANSWERED THAT 
SAME HAD BEEN FORWARDED VIA REGISTERED MAIL TO PENTAGON. SUBJECT oi 
EXHIBITED TWELVE REGISTERED RECEIPTS DATED JUNE NINE, FORTYNINE, WHICH 
HE SAYS IS SURE INCLUDED [__] reports. FURTHER, IS POSITIVE THAT 


THESE REPORTS NOT NOW IN HIS POSSESSION. DETAIL OF REGISTERED RECEIPTS 


BEING FURNISHED WFO VIA-AM WITH REQUEST THAT BD 
THROUGH PENTAGON PD. RECORD ; ‘93 ae) 
oS ; b3 
#00 whe x DEC.12 1950 is 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Employment of TSILN on Government contracts at Massachusetts 
ponte re bit 


nstitute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, October, 
oye 1937 to June, 1939, set out. , 
ae . . Ree - 
mea —Aselo  ypcagsrersp ww SOLT ¢ aes ; 
4279 mg ON. Ey [3- Ib SS 
‘| DETAILS: | | .. MALCOLM S, STLVKNS, Division of Industrial Cooperation, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
reviewed his file on HSUE-SHEN TSIEN and provided the following 
information: ares ° “ 


TSIEN worked five percent of his time, starting October 1, 197 
and ending June, 1949 at which time he left Massaci 
institute of Technology, on a Classified Contract, D3 


In the academic years 19)7~198 and 1918-1949, TSILN worked five 
percent of his time on contract #N-ORD-LyLy, which is an un 
classified contract, This contract is between Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and the United States Nevy Bureau of 
Ordnance, The contract concerns the building of a supersonis 
wind tunnel, . # 


In addition, TSILN was employed ten percent of his time in the 
1918-1919 academic year on Air Corps contract # W-33-038~ac~ 
17239. this is an unclassified contract between the United 
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States Air Force and Massachusetts Institute of Technology and concerns 
Thermal Stress Analysis, 


Dr. JOHN R. MARKHAM, Professor of Aeronautical Engineering, Massachu 

Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, stated the b3 
Reports, to his knowledge, had been issued by the Air Force Scientific b7E 
Advisory Board directly to the scientist who is engaged in work with 

which the Board was concerned. Dr. MARKHAM said that these reports have 

not been issued to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to be charged 

out to a specifi ist, and, therefore, there was rio record of the 

issuance of the Reports to TSIEN.  Dr.MARKHAM said it was 

his thought that TSIEN, if he returned these reports, would have mailed 

them directly to the Air Force, 


Dr. EDWIN G. SCHNEIDER, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, advised he had forwarded to the Navy Bureau of Ordnance, 

Es i - G., in 1989, a list of aliens who had been cleared for 
and_a list of the reports which had been requested by b3 

them from the Dr. SCHNEIDER, upon referring to his DIE 

files, ascertained the cover letter to the Navy Bureau of Ordnance was 

dated September 6, 1949 and_made available a list of reports which had 

been charged out from thel Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology by TSIEN. 


Dr, SCHNEIDER stated that during the period TSIEN was employed on this 
project no information came to the attention of anyone at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, to his knowledge, indicating TSIEN was in any 
way involved in subversive activities. Dr. SCHNEIDER said that TSTEN's 
asrest in California came as a great surprise. 


pete isa list of the reports charged out from tefl b3 


| Massachusetts Institute of Technology by TSIEN: DIE 


REXTRACT FROM BNCLOSURE 2 to 
Mtr 388-9649 EGSsdf (2) 
tidated 6 September 1950 (3 pages) 


b3 
"EST, He Se BIE 


"Princeton University - Project Squide uProject Squid Quarterly Progress 
Report 1 Yuly 19h7." 1 duly 197. UNCLASSIFIED. 


ode 


y BOS L bIE 


b3 
BIE 


"Douglas A/C Rpt. R1-86i. “Combustion heater study report No, h, Effects 
of altitude on combustion (preliminaty)." 9 December 19)6. UNCLASSIFIED. 


‘University of Michigan UMM-7. "A simplified method of calculating ramjet 
performanse applicable to high Mach numbers." 23 July 197. UNCLASSIFIED, 


MIT Meteor Internal Report No. 5. "construction and use of a hot wire 
turbulence measuring devices* December 1947. UNCLASSIFIED. 


bIE 


NNOTE: He received af Reports and copies of an Abstract 53 
Bulletin which gave condensations of all reports received by the DIE 
Library. It should also be noted that the above list does not _ 
include reports which may have been read in the library; this list 
covers only those which were signed out for use in his own office." 


= RUC = 


ADMINISTRATIVE DETATLS 


The following is a copy of-a cover letter forwarded by Dr. EDWIN G, 
SCHNEIDER, of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, to the Navy 
Bureau of Ordnance, at Washington, D. C., September 6, 1919, which 


letter enclosed to 4 Ordnance a list of the reports 
charged out from the] Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology to TSIEN: 
"6 September 1919 

"Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance 

"Navy Department 

Washington 25, De Ces 

tabtn: Re9a 

‘Dear Sirs 


"tl. In accordance with a verbal_request made by Lt. Cmdr. 
Wardrop, a list of aliens cleared for and a list 
of the reports they have requested from the are 
hereby forwarded, 

2, Attention is invited to the fact that those designated 
as receiving the have_in effect had 
access in summery form to all materia] in the 


"Sincerely yours, 


"Edwin G. Schneider 
"Chairman 
Guided Missiles Committee. 


Dr. SCHNEIDER said that TSIEN was an"inscrutable Chinaman" who was 
very touchy and easily offended. Dr. SCHNEIDER said that TSIEN 


76s 


b3 
DIE 


b3 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS 


was one of the worlds! authorities on aero~dynamics. 


thel ___ reports referred to herein are set out in reference b3 
Cincimati report of Special Agent WADE H. ALLEY, dated October 9, 1950, bTE 
on pages 2 and 3, 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent ROGER S,. C. WOLCOTT, dated September 
22, 1950, at Los Angeles, California, 
Report of Special Agent WADE H. ALLEY, dated October 9, 1950, 
at Gincinnati, Ohio. 
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Dr, ‘Samuel. Reznick, who said. 


the now lives. in. Riverside but 


formerly ‘lived on Soto St; was. 
,called to the ‘stand’ arid testified 
jthat he. was. a. member of the 
“1988 and 


were left 


‘| innit that 5 iat eh 


his: wife, 
also’ was, 
uttist Pare. 
ty dn’ the:-fall of. 1938 and that: 
she and.her: husband then dived! 
at '320-Soto St! She remembered 
the ‘storing of tle records but 
could not identify , imple as.the} 
man. “who deli eres them | and. 


len; 28 at, 368 B 
Mira Loma. 4 J 


jet 
| propulsion’ Jabotatory.andis one 
‘ofthe world’s fore - authori 
ties oi¥. jet propuilsio: 
liberty on $15,000: ‘bai 


‘Imamigra- 
tion, ordered the héaring ‘to. be 
resumed’ “at sotne: future’ date. 
pafter. the. deposition: of Dr: Lewis 
eet. taken At the%conclue 
tie hearing: Waddell will 
imake_a recommendation to-sir- 
isyle “Ma key, Actirig.. Comrllis- 
sioner-off the B: 
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| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: a4 subject's deportation hearing convened on 


Noveriber 15-16, 1950, he denied menbership in 
s} Communist Party ox use of alias JOH M. DECKER. 
a Says in retrospect gatherings which were semi- 
° social may have been meetings of Communist Party |. 
without his Imowledge thet such was the case. 
informants testified that facsimile 1939 cP 
registration form made by them while actual 
cP records in their possession reflected that 
subject was member of Professional Unit Number 
122 of CP in Pasadena, California, in 1939, 
& |. RICHARD NEWTON IEWIS on Hoveuber 221, 1950 ad 
ERK mitted to Bureau Agents his ow CP membership 
"but vould make no statement re subject, JACOB 
and BELLE DUBNOFF,admitted members of Unit, recall 
suoject at meetings which were not “closed put 
“have feeling that subject was not actual meuber," 
Inmuigration and Naturalization Service has subpoenaed ae 
TEWIS for Immigration and Naturalization Service . 
hearing at Philadelphia January 29, 1951 to take 
new deposition. Local Iumigration and Naturelization 


Service hearing in re ah 
e ing in recess, SH 6 é 


-P- ALL INFORMARONCONE 


Af Los angers, cantrornta: HEREIN iS U 


a 
Y LOLICLS - 
On Novenber 15-16, 1950, PATER [BOL BYSPACLEIICLS 


Naturalization Service convened a deportation hearing with regard to the sub- 
ject in Room 103 of their offices located at 117 West 9th Street, Los Angeles, 
The Hearing Officer ia charge was ROY WADDELL and the Examining Officer for 
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inmigration and Naturalization cores vas ALBERT DeIGUERCIO. The subject was 


represented by Counsel GRANT B.XCGOOPER, 

After the hearing was convened and preliminary questions vere 
asked in the form of established background end jurisdiction, the subject vas *~ 
questioned specifically with regard to his membership in the Communist Party i 
during the Year 1939 at Pasadena, California, While under questioning, the , 
subject stated, to the best of his Imowledge, he is the only HSUS-SHEN TSIEN * 
that he Imows of and that the only variation that he ever used of theafore- 
stated name was by use of his initials H. S, with the surname“TSTEN, 


Upon being questioned specifically by the Examining Officer, the 
subject denied categorically that he had ever joined the CP or that he had ever 
used an alias of JOHN M, DECKER, either in connection with oP activities or in 
any other sense, Subject, in answer to qugstions, took the position that he aid 
not attend any r CP meetings to his knowle He explained 4) hé knew JACOB 
and BELLE-OUBNORY and Dr, and Mrs, SIDNE VEINBAUM and FRA! e INA. He sare 
that it Was his habit to Vist tne residences’ Gr these individuals sometimes on 
direct invitation and sometimes on a “Grop~in" basis. He explained that on 
some occasions he would be the only guest present arid sometimes without his 
previous Imowledge there would be a gathering at the residence in question, 


The subject and his counsel took the definite position that the 
fect of persons being present at the various houses could be construed in no 
other way than as simply gatherings and that, to the best of the subject's 
knowledge, they did not in any sense of the word constitute a meeting of any 
specified organization or group. 


The subject stated thet in retrospect, he believes thet these 
gatherings, in the aforementioned sense, may have been meetings of a Unit of the 
CP but that he certainly was not cognizant of this fact either at the time or 
since, 


The following is a verbatim answer to a question propounded by the 
Heering Officer along the foregoing line: 


. The subject had ‘been asked if he had ever attended a meeting of the 
CP in 1938-1939, to which he explained thet he had never attended one, "to his 
imowledge." When called upon to explain that, he answered as follows: 


"In explanation, /Lwas’ very good friends of FRANK seWaumna and 
know SIDNEY WEINBAUM and JOU/PUBNOFF quite vell, I very often went to their 
houses without calling them on the telephone to tell them T was coming and when 
I arrived at their houses 3 I quite often found that there are already people in 
the house, At the time, I took this to be dust friends and since there was no 
sign- that I could recognize of any formal meeting, I naturally stayed et what I 
would term a social gathering. During these social gatherings » political ques- 
tions were discussed but as anybody who has gone through college will realize, 
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political questions were always discussed in any gathering. Looking back, I see 
that things - these gentlemen vere either now proven to be members of the CP or 
they admit themselves to be so, then it is possible that these meetings 1 
attended could have been meetings of the CP to which they belong but T myself 
have no knowledge that these were CP meetings when I went or when I vas with 
them. This is the explanation." 


He also added at the time of the question thet sometimes when he 
would either drop in to the aforementioned homes or would call on the telephone 
before going, there vould be no others present other than himself and the 
individuals residing in the home, 


The subject vas then questioned as to whether he mew other 
individuals who were reported to be members of the,Pfofessional Unit Ihuber 122 
of the CP during 1938-1939. With regard to FRAI OPPENHEIMER, TSIEN stated 
that he knew him only on the CALIFORNIA ULE OF TECHNOLOGY Campus, He 
said that he did not Imow SHIRLEY and LOUISABERIUS, He said that he mew 
FRANK MALINA well ond still regarded him-as one Gf his best friends. He said 
‘thet he was not acquainted with SYLVAM}RUBIN personally. He said that he knew 
JACOB DUBNOFF was an admitted member the CP but this imowledge had come to 
him as a result of his having read of it in the newspapers. He said that he had 
no knowledge concerning possible membership on the part of BELLE DUBNOFF, when 
asked if he knew ERI EEGAARD, he stated hat he did ya know him, He likewise 
replied that he did net know SAM or SAD: ICE or k SUGAR. He was asked if 
he knew RICHAR(ROSANOFF, to which he replied"in thé negative. He stated thet 
he’ mew GUST! EDRECET but only Imew that he hed been a weber of the CP be- 
cause of His having read of it in the papers recently, = 


The subject was then questioned by the Examining Officer as to 
his reason for having recently decided to return to China, He explained this by 
saying that he was motivated purely by personal reasons and that he was going to 
straighten out family affeirs '» perticularly with regard to his aged Pather, who 
is quite ill, and to see his adopted sister, 


The subject vas then questioned as to whether he felt that he oved 
allegiance to the Nationalist Government in China, In answering this question 
TSIEN took the position that he oved allegiance to the people, "all four hundred 
and fifty miliion of then" » rather than any established governzent, 


The question vas thenpropounded as to whether he would bear arms 
for the United States in a war against so-called Red China or whether he would 
make his technical skill ana knowledge available to assist in a United states 
war effort against so-called Red China, The subject first stated that he covld 
not answer such a complex question on short notice in that he had not adequately 
considered the matter, He was pressed for an answer.by the Hearing officer and 
after some ten or fifteen minutes deliberation stated that if the situatdon as 
outlined in the foregoing became an actuality, that he would have to decide it 
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on the basis of what he believed, in his om mind, was best for the"people of 
China," 


After the subject's testimony was completed, ex-Police Contain 
ILLIA F, BYNES testified that he had in his employ in the Intelligence Bureau 
of the Los Angeles Police Department during 1938-1 a police sfficer,who was 
acting in an undercover capacity, by the name_of be 


in the latter = of —_ = individual 
BG testirs fet! in connection with his 
duties had In his possession the original cp 


1939 vegistration forms wi e had obtained purauant to his duties_as 
Tet tts algo testiricd that reel] ne haa 
obtained a blank 1939 cP registration form, which he displayed, HYNES then 


went on to state that he had made up a mineographed form on which were listed 
approximately the same headings and questions to be answered on the 1939 cP 
registration form, He said that on one occasion, had brought to his 
home the 1939 original cp registration forms for the Professional Unit Number 
22 and at this time, he, HYNES, copied therefrom (in his own handwriting) the 
detail which appeared on the mimeographed facsimile form.this reflected that the 
subject vas registered(in approximately the middle of December 1938)as a menber 
Ons cP attached to Professional Unit Number 122, using the Porty aliss OER 


i, 

HYNES further testified that he had transertbed the info: i 
from the original form to the facsimile in the a 
who were present in his home at the tine. He said that at the tine ney had 


@ Conversation with respect to the name DECKER in thet he noted that this vas 
the first registration form that had cone to his attention which involved a 
Chinese, He also said that some conversation was held at the time in which 
all three speculated as to whether TSIEN could have hed any connection vith 


another individual by the name of DECKER Imown to all three as a menber of the 
cP, 


After TIES completed his testimony, he was followed b 
rs | testified that he had been employed as a police officer by the 
Os Angeles Police Departuent in 192h-19hh, during which time he was ‘attached 
in an undercover capacity to the Intelligence Bureau which ves headed b: 
Captain HYNES. He said thet in his undercover capacity, 


He related that in 1936, he was a cee 
d_as such handled much of the detail in 


connectior which took place in the middle of 
December of 1938, 


ee the oviginel 1939 cP registration blank as being 
identical with the Blanks used\___] in connection with the 1939 registration 
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of the Party and said he had turned the previously mention@ blank registration 
form over to HYNES, 


then went on to stares ad taken the 1939 oxjginel 
registration forms £0 the home of some Party mezbers - SAMUET and S; EZNICK, 
who resided in the Boyle Heights area of Ios Angeles, He stabed Uhee~ ater, ae 
picked up the same records from the REZICK home and took them to the home of 
Captain HYNES where the records pertaining to Professional Unit Number 122 were 
copied on to the previously mentioned 1939 facsimile mimeographed registration 
form by Captain BYNES. 


a the same facts with regard to a conversation con+ 
cerning the particular registration of the subject in that hé recalled that it 
was noted by those present; that is to say, that 
no other registration for a Chinese had thus far been noted, Further, that 
they speculated as to whether the individuel concerned could have had any 
connection with another individual named DECKER that he kney to be a menber 

of the CP in Los Angeles at the same time, 


ee a testified that_in accordance with his activities 
&@S a member 7 ie Los Angeles one of 
his duties to compile a summary taken 
from the original 1939 registration Forms. identified a form which he 
stated vas a Summary of Registration for the CP in Los Angeles for the Year 
1939 and pointed out thet under the listing of Netional origin for China 
there was listed only one registration. He said, further, that it was his 


recollection that this referred to the registration of TSIEN. Additionally, 
Lae a i : replied that he 
ad been & small boy. 


With further reference to. having picked up the records from the 
home of the REZNICKS ee ey that he recalled DR, REZNICK's being there 
several times when he called periodically to pick up records but that he sav 
Mrs, REZNICK every time he went there, This was quite often during that period, 
in that she was doing certain clerical work for the Party which was a part of 
registration procedure, He sald, also, that he distinctly recalled that during 
the time that Mrs, REZNICK was doing clerical work for the Party in connection 
with membership records that she was with child. 


also identified two directives which had been issued by the 
CP which instructed members in the proper manner in which 1939 membership 
registration should be completed, 


\ After Fe rer|commletea his testimony, DR, SAMUEL REZNICK vas 
svorn and testified as follows: 


He stated that he was a member of the CP for approxinately three 
years and was a member during 1938-1939 and he was then living in a house on 
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North Soto Street in the Boyle Heights area of Los Angeles » the exact address BIE 
of which he could not recall, He said that he recalled that his wife, SARAH, 
had, during this period, performed certain clerical duties for the Party, the 
exact nature of which he could not remember. He said, further, that he re~ 
membered that these records vere brought to his home by an individual whose 
name he could not _recell but about whom he had a distinct’ recollection that 
the individuel was then present in the room but REZNICK 
did not identify him, stating that he could not be positive but the individual 
that he recalled( | was of the same general build. 


After the completion of his testimony, his wife, SARAH REZNICK, 
was sworn and testified to the following facts: 


She stated, also, that she had been a member of the CP for three 
or four years and was a member thercof auring 1938-1939. She said that it was 
her recollection that during the late Fall of 1938, she did some clerical work 
for the Party but she vas unable to recall the exact nature thereof, She said, 
further, that she did not recall the name of the individual who brought the 
records to her and she was unable to identify[_ Jes the individual when 
she observed him in the hearing roon, 


She testified, also, that she bore a child in April of 1939. 


When TSIEN was being questioned on Novenber 15, 1950, he was 
asked if he knew RICHARD N, LEWIS. At this time » he stated that he did not re- 
call the name, On Noveber 16, 1950, he was shomm a picture of LEWIS, at which 
time he stated that he recognized the individual as being someone he had know 
on the Campus of the CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY and that he "may have" 


been present at some of the gatherings that he » TSIEN, had previously described 
in his testimony, 


It should be noted that all the individuals mentioned hereinbefore > 
about whom TSIEN vas questioned at the hearing, were reported by T-1, a reliable 
informant, to have been members of the CP during 1938-1939, abtached to 
Professional Unit Number 122, 


On Novertber 21, 1950, RICHARD NENTOWALEMIS,.wos interviewed by 
Agents of the Baltimore Office, At this time, LEWIS, while under oath, executed 
a sworn statement in which he admitted that he had joined the ¢Pat Pasadena 
during late 1938 and that he had been affiliated with the unit there. He was 
not certain but he felt the designation Professional Unit Number 122 vas 
probably correct. LEWIS further advised in this statement ,that ab the tine 
he joined thefparty, he used the Party alias "REOHAND Hele . 

At the time LEWIS was interviewed by Agents of the Baltimore Office ? 
at which time he executed the aforementioned statement » he refused to answer any 
questions concerning the identities of any other possible menbers of the * 
Professional Unit Number 122 of the CP in Pasadena during the Year 1938-1939. 

He did state that FRANK OPPENHEIMER ves a member of the Unit but that he vas 
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making such a statement because he had read newspaper accounts which indicated 
that OPPENHEIMER had publicly admitted the some. Generally, with regard to 
Siving information concerning other members of the Unit 3 LEWIS took the 
position he felt that “he woulda be doing a dis-service to the Government to 
nane individuals who were thon members for fear he might cause them trouble 
today and thereby deny the Government the use of their valuable technical ser- 
vices," 


whe 
On January Abgs icon UBNOFE was interviewed at his office, 
Biology Building, on the Campus of the INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, 


Pasadena, California, by the writer and SA PHILIP J, REILLY. On January 6, 1951, 
Mes. JACOB W,(BELLE) DUBNOFF was interviewed at her residence 3930 North 
Normandie Avenue, Los Angeles » California, by the writer and SA HAROLD TF, DODGE. 
Both these interviews are being reported jointly as the statements made with 
regard to the subject are identical, 


The DUBHORFs readily admitted their om, membership. ofessional 
Unit Nuwber 122 of the GP in Pa: lena, Commencing in about 1937 when they vere 
Chef iretniéhberstnersofy" They stated that their menbership in the Party con 
tinued until sometime around the start of World War IZ, at which time the Unit 
Gissolved, They explained that there was no formal @issolution but due to the 
fact that many wembers had dropped out or moved away or were involved in war- 
time activities, attendance dropped off to a point that the formal unit was not 
continued, ‘The DUBNOFFs stated that they Imow subject TSTEN well and that he has 
been entertained by then socially at their home on many occasions. 


The DUBNOFFS, throughout the interview, made numerous statements 
which tended to minimize the activity of the Unit and each stated that thore 
was little, if anything, of a conspiratorial nature regarding the same. They 
stated that the organizational pattern of the Unit was rather icosely Init and 
that they had no distincs recollection of any closed meetings as such, They 


stated he felt that it would have been possible for an individual to have attended 
& number of these meetings without actually realizing that these were actual - 
meetings of a CP Unit, 


In discussing the activities of the Unit, particularly with reference 
to individuals, the DUBNOFFs were extremely restrictive in any statements made 
with regard to the meubership of any other individuals, As an example of the 
type of answer given,if either was asked if a certain individual was a member, 
they vould reply - "Yes 2 I remenber him.” On other occasions » each would discuss 
the relative activity of two individvals within the group but if this vas 
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followed by a specific question as to whether either or both were newbers 2 the 
answer would be given that they vere not in a position to state conclusively 
that the individuals wore actually nerbers, 


JACOB DUBNOFI', other then referring to individuals as "remenbering 

thew", stated thet he could not positively state that any individuel other 

than himself ond his wife were actually members unless he had seen some 
docunentary evidence thereof as in the case of the records shown him with 

vegard to SIDNEY WEINBAUM at the time of the latter's trial. Mrs, DUBNOFF 
stated that she could make positive statenents only about the following 
individuals from the Unit. She said that she knew thot FRANK OPPENHSTMER 

was a member because he had told her that he was even prior to the tine that 

he publicly admitted that such had been the casé. With regard to SIDNEY WEINBAUM, 
she said that she felt that she could make a reasonably accurate statement that 
he was a neriber because the basis of their association had boen so intimate 
over so many yearsthat based on this cumlative knowledge, she knew hin to be 
@nenber, Other then the Porenentioned, she said that she could only positively 
state that she and her husband were nenbers » here, again, based on the close 
association,together with the fact that both joined at the same time. 


When these Individuals were questioned specifically with regard to the 
subject of this case, cach stated in exactly the same words that he recalled 
that TSIEN was at the meetings which were attended by both nembers and non= 
nenbers but that "each had a feeling that for some reason TSIEN had never 
actually been a member." Each amplified this in aluost the same vords by ex~ 
piaining that he was not clear as to what caused him to have this feeling 
but he thought that it wight be traccable to the fect that TSIEN was an alien 
o¢ an oriental or possibly a combination of both or some such similar TOAsOne 


Hach stated that if he were ever subpoenaed in any matter to testify 
as to his. knowledge of any possible CP activity on the part of the subject 
that he vould state, as outlined above, that he knew him to have been pres 
sent at ucetings which were attended by nenbers and non-menbers, which vere 
of such nature that on individual in attendance might not necessarily have 
known that they were oxganized meetings of the CP. Additionally, each would 
State, as outlined in the foregoing, thot he had a feeling that TSIEN vas 
never an actual nember and would explain that this feeling arose for the 
reasons outlined above, 


On January 9, 1951, ALBERT DelGUERCIO, Assistant Director, local 
office of Immigration and Naturalization Service, advised that RICHARD NEWroy 
TEWIS had been subpoenaed to appear at the Philadelphia Office of the 
arigration and Neturalization Service on January 29, 1951, at which tine 
another deposition was to be taken from bin. DclGUERCIO explained thet LEWIS 
had previously been interviewed by Immigration and Naturalization Service Agents ’ 
at which tine ne furnished a signed question and answer statenent under cath, 
in which he admitted his om nerbership but at the time he refused to say any- 


thing in the statement with regard to nerbership of the subject of this case. 
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DeIGUERCIO advised that he, personally, plans to handle the hearing 
at Philadelphia end that GRANP B. COOPER > subject's attorney, will likewise 
be present. 


DelQUERCIO further advised that the local hearing being conducted 
with vegard to possible deportation action against TSIEN has been recessed 
and that there will be no further hearing conducted locally wmtil a deposi- 
tion has been taken from LEWIS at Philadelphie and other investigation has 
‘been conducted, 


PENDING 
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LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: 
Will maintain liaison with officials of the local office of 


Luigration and Naturalization Service and will report any further action 
taken in the deportetion hearing presently pending with regard to the subject, 
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INFORMANT PAGE 


Pelz [| -who made information available to SA DAVID W. MAGEE during 
Bepruary of 1949. b7D 


REFERENCE: Report of SA ROGER S, C, WOLCOTT dated Novenber 24, 1950 at 
Los Aageles. 
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e & 
‘esun Suan TSIEN, ESPIONAGE Re Ae Me DELGUERCIO, LOCAL OFFICE, I AND 


NS, TODAY ADVISED HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM PHILA. WHERE HE ATTEMPTED 
TO TAKE DEPOSITION FROM RICHARD NeXTEWIS RE. SUBJECT « DELGUERCIO 
STATES LEWIS GENERALLY QUOTE VERY UNCOOPERATIVE END QUOTE. GENERALLY is 


/ TOOK POSITION OF REFUSAL TO ANSWER MOST QUESTIONS ON GROUNDS OF 
SELF-~INCRIMINATION« ADMITTED OWN’ MEMBERSHIP, THIRTY NINE To rorty “Wee 
TWO, WHEN UNIT, DISSOLVED, AND THAT HE ATTENDED MEETINGS MOSTLY AT ; 
HOME OF sone yieaNsau WHEN ASKED DIRECT QUESTIONS REGARDING SUBJECT 
AND OTHERS IN UNIT, REFUSED TO TESTIFY ON GROUNDS OF SELF-INCRIMINA- 
TION. DELGUERCIO SAYS ATTEMPT BEING MADE TO POSSIBLY CITE LEWIS : 
FOR CONTEMPT IN THAT PERIOD OF MEMBERSHIP IS BEYOND STATUTE OF 
LIMITATIONS, BUT SOMEWHAT DOUBTFUL AS TO SUCCESS OF THIS MOVE. NO. 


IMMEDIATE PLANS FOR- RESUMPTION OF SUBJECT-S DEPORTATION HEARING LOCALLY. 


BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. 
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Ly Seacgos, 3 FBI DEFERRED & . 

é iene SHEN Oo <ren, ESP=R. LA INS STATES THAT AT SUBJECT-S IMMIGRATION 

EAR ED THAT HE HAD VERSATION 

HEARING TODAY RICHARDAROSANOFF TESTIFIED THAT HE HAD A CON I 
WITH sione Wena AT SOME TIME BETWEEN MARCH AND JUNE OF THIRTY- 


gs 


EIGHT, IN GHIOH WEINBAUM MADE THE STATEMENT THAT TSIEN WAS COMING ALONG 
peice eebsiclalin ene, 
SATISFACTORILY AS A PROSPECTIVE MEMBER OF UNIT ONE TWO TWO OF THE CP. 
— Seahgad Saocloreh 


sn een eet 
SYLVA RUBIN TESTIFIED THAT HE KNEW TSIEN DURING THE PERIOD HE, RUBIN, 


WAS A MEMBER OF THE CP UNIT DURING THIRTYEIGHT AND. THIRTYNINE. RUBIN 
CONTENDS THAT THE ONLY PLACE HE COULD HAVE MET TSIEN WOULD BE AT MEETING: 
OF UNIT ONE TWO TWO. RUBIN, HOWEVER, COULD NOT RECALL THE SPECIFIC 
INTRODUCTION TO TSIEN NOR COULD HE RECALL ANY APECIFIC LATER MEETINGS« 
INS HEARING CONTINUED TOMORROW AND (i 

hie, 
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i # TELETYPE are 
CONF TWO STATIONS A [Bs Bos 
WASH 32 NUK 3 FROM LOS ANGELES 7 4-47 PSM be, tas —— 
aa and sac vererred ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED | 
e HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 
‘usur Suen “fsiEN, ESPIONAGE DASH Re ae » DEL GUERCIO, ASSYSTANT 


DIRECTOR, LOCAL INS, MADE AVAILABLE TODAY TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 
CONDUCTED RE RICHARD NeXEEWIS AT PHILA., JAN, TWENTY NINE LAST « 
EXAMINATION THEREOF REFLECTS THAT LEWIS ALMOST WITHOUT EXCEPTION 
REFUSED TO ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS ON GROUNDS OF SELF INCRIMINATION 
EVEN TO EXTENT OF REFUSING TO ANSWER WHETHER CERTAIN INFO HAD BEEN 
MADE ABAILABLE TO AGENTS OF NEWARK OFFICE AT TIME SIGNED STATEMENT 
WAS TAKEN FROM HIM ON NOV. TWENTY ONE LAST. LEWIS DID ADMIT KNOWING 
MOST OF THE KNOWN MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL UNIT NO. ONE TWO TWO 
AND HAVING BEEN PRESENT AT THE SAME TIME WITH THEM AT THE HOME OF 
eee eee HOWEVER, WHEN ANY QUESTION TO ESTABLISH GATHERING 
AS POSSIBLE CP MEETING WAS ASKED HE AGAIN REFUSED TO ANSWER ON 
GROUNDS .OF SELF INCIMINATION. AT SECOND SESSION OF HEARING LEWIS 
WAS REPRESENTED BY COUNSEL HARRY AgECANTOR« DEL GUERCIO ADVISES 


CANTOR IS PHILA. ATTORNEY AND THAT INS, PHILA., KNEW OF NO CP 
CONNECTIONS. ON HIS_PARTe DEL GUERCIO | ADVISES THAT SUBJECT-S 

DEPORTATION HEARING WILL BE RECONVENED FEBe FIFTEEN NEXT, “AT 
WHICH TIME HE MAY SUBPOENA RICHARDYROSANOFF AND SYLVAN¥RUBIN« 


WILL BE ADVISED CURRENT DEVELOPMENT. 
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HSUE DASH” SHEN TSIEN, ESP-Re AL JHUL, LOCAL I AND NS, ADVISES THAT 


SUBJECT DEPORTATION HEARING WAS RECONVENED FEBRUARY FIFTEEN AND SIXTEEN 
LAST. PRIOR TO HEARING, INS INTERVIEWED Donal) MAKELING, EX HUSBAND OF 
DoRoTHPARRHEL NOK WAKELING ADMITTED OWN cP MEMBERSHIP FIXING DATE 
AS NINETEEN THIRTY NINE. PICKED SUBJ OUT TF GROUP PICTURE OF 

CHINESE STUDENTS TAKEN WHILE SUBJ WAS GRADUATE STUDENT. 

AT HEARING PERSONALLY IDENTIFIED SUBJ AS BEING SAME AS INDIVIDUAL 

IN ATTENDANCE AT ABOUT SIX MEETINGS OF CPLUNIT, COULD NO? POSITIVELY 
STATE AS TO SUBJECTS MEMBERSHIP BUT WAS QUOTE MORALLY CERTAIN UNQUOTE 
THAT HE YAS THE MEMBER WHO HAD BEEN INTRODUCED To: GROUP BY sineiiGain. 
BAUM. ‘S¥LvaNXayprn ALSO TESTIFIED AT HEARING, BUT AFTER ADMITTING ov 
GR_MEMBERSHIP, WAS VERY INDEFINITE IN ANSWERS AND COULD NOT RECALL Z 
SUBJ AT UNIT MEETINGS. RICHARTRROSANOFF TESTIFIED as to HIS 
oe SHIP AND THAT HE RECALLED CONVERSATION ITH SIDNEY WEINBAUM 
HEN LATTER INDICATED THAT SUBJ QUOTE WAS COMING A 75H 


“INGUOTE AS PROSPECTIVE CP MEMBER, ROSANOR 
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PAGE TWO 
MEETINGS DURING HIS PERIOD OF MEMBERSHIP, WHICH TERMINATED LATE 
NINETEEN THIRTY EIGHT. SUBJECTS HEARING NOW CLOSED. 
‘LOGAL PRESIDING OFFICER WILL RENDER DECISION AFTER REVIEW AND 
THEN REFER TO I AND NS, WASHINGTON DC, FOR FINAL DECISION. 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to he disseminated : 
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HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, WAS., ESP-R. REURTEL MARCH TWENTY-SECOND FI 
LAST. REPORT REFLECTING SIGNED STATEMENT BY LEWIS AND ee -l 
OF SUBJECTS MOST RECENT DEPORTATION HEARING BEING AIRMAILED het 
TODAY. LEWIS STATEMENT RE SUBJ AS FOLLOWS, QUOTE. I RECALL 


HSUE~ SHEN TSIEN, A RESEARCH ASSOCIATE AT THE CALIFORNIA 
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, AS BEING A MEMBER OF THIS UNIT. oe 


HE ATTENDED MEETINGS REGULARLY DURING THE TIME THAT HE WAS As: > 


MEMBER OF THIS uNIT. HE WAS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE UNIT AT : 


“THE TIME IT DISBANDED IN NINETEEN FORTY-CNE, OR EARLY uINErEE ve 
FORTY-T¥O. HE APPARENTLY WAS NOT A LEADER IN THE GROUP AND 4 

APPEARED TO BE A RANK AND FILE MEMBER, UNQUOTE. AsMe DEL 

GUERCIO, LOCAL INS, HAS JUST ABVLSED HE WAS CALLED BY Ins 
PHILADELPHTS, WHO ADVISED THAT LEWIS HAD FURNISHED THAT OFFICE 
COMPARABLE STATEMENT To ONE OBTAINED BY ALBANY AGENTS AND HAD AGREED bY 
TO COME TO LaA. TO TESTIFY AT TSIEN-S DEPORTATION HEARING 


WHICH DEL GUERCTO SAYS WILL BE RECONVENED ON APRIL EL. 
NEXT. : RE : at 
CORDED « 5g HAR 29 1038 
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DATE S/I/72  BYSEXCLELICIS . G4. mal 
Subject's INS deportation hearing-reconvened 2/15,16/52. ce / 
RIGHARD 4, ROSANOFF, admitted CP membex of Professional af 
Unit #122 testified thatthe recalled discussing subject 4 A / 
as prospective CP member!/with SIDNEY WEINBAUM. SYLVAN a. ser A 
RUBIN, also admitted CP,, testified it was possible that ‘~—** 
he may have met subject at CP meetings but could not be 
positive, but could recall no other probable reason for 
having met subject; that he would not. be able to Say ne on 
that subject was not a member of CP. DONALD SYLVESTER te a 4 iy 
WAKELING testified that he was member of CP unit during . 
1938-1939, and what he understood to be CP meetings 
Were held at his house; that he recognized subject as 
being present at such meetings after being introduced 
by SIDNEY WEINBAUM; and that the meetings were clearly 
CP slanted, Subject testified that he had never joined 
CP but did attend gatherings which in retrospect he 
believes may have been CP meetings, He also acknowledged 
having subscribed to the "Daily Peopig!s World" and 
explained reasons therefors. The hearing was closed on 
2/16/81, but INS advises that in view of new evidence, 
case will be reopened. RICHARD NEWTON LEWIS, admitted 
CP member, in signed statement says subject was likewise 
member of CP, 
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Los ingeles, California, made available his records pertaining to the 
subject's deportation hearing which was convened on February 15, 1951, 

This record reflected that the hearing was convened at the Office of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, 117 West 9th Street, Room 112, 
Los Angeles.’ The hearing officer was JOSEPH A. DUMMEL, the examining 

officer was ALBERT del GUERCLO. The subject, and his attorney GRANT E, 
COOPER were present. 

‘ 
The first witness examined was RICHARD Ay MnOSANOFP. After ROSANOFF 

was sworn, he was questioned as to whether he had/dver attended the 

California Institute of Technology at Pasadena, California; and if, while 
in attendance there,he had been a member of the Communist Party... ROSANOFF 
stated that he had joined the Communist Party while’ a student at Cal Tech 
at a date which he fixed as March 18, 1938. He said that subsequent to 
his having joined the Party, he remained a member of the Party until the 
latter part of 1938 when he dropped out of school. . 


ROSLNOFF testified that he could not say as to whether the subject 
was actually a member of the Communist Party or not. In the course of the 
questions aya his answers, it was brought-out that as part of his, ROSANOFF's, 
activities i connection with his membership.in the Communist Barty, that 
he and SIDNEYWEINBAUM used to discuss possible recruits for the Party. 

He testified! that it was in-conneotion with these discussions with WEINBAUM 
that he recalled that he and’ WEINBAUM discussed TSIEN as a prospective 
Communist. ROSANOFF testified that he believed that he knew the subject 
siightly during the pericd 1938} but that he, by reason of the passage of 
time, was uncertain as to the circumstances under which he had met hin, 


Following ROSANOFF, SYLWNy YRUBIN was called to testify; and after 
being placed under oath, he testiffeQ along the following lines: 


Initially, under questioning, it was brought out that RUBIN was a 

student at Cal Bech from the summer of 1936 until the summer of 19)1. 
He then testified he had joined the Communist Party and remained a member 
thereof during a period which included parts of 1938 and 1939. He identi 
- fied the segment of the Communist Party. which he was affiliated with as 

the Professional Unit, oeplsinine thet is consisted of people associated 
with the Institute and also some people who lived in the Pasadena area, 
He then went on to state that in connection with his’ membership in the 
Party that he attended meetings of the group which were held at various 
members! homes in Pasadena. ew 
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Tn the course of RUBIN's testimony, he stated that he recalled 
thal some of the meetings of the Unit were held’ at the home of Mr. and 
epee, whose home he described as being on Chester Str@et. 
SOVtEStET ICT he attended meetings at the home of Dr. and irs OUBNORF. 
RUBIN then testified that it was his recollection in connection 
with his membership in the Party that he had used the Party alias of 
RYLAND, adding that he at first could only recall the surname; but when 
the name of ALLAN was suggested to him, he remembered it as being correct. 


RUBIN was then shown a photograph of a facsimile 1939 Communist 
Party membership registration formwhich had been introduced into evidence 
at a previous hearing by WILLIAM F. Py HYNES, After perusing this document, 
RUBIN stated that the descriptive ‘material contained thereon, in so far as 
it applied to him, appeared to be correct with one exception. He noted \ 
that under mass organizations there were the letters CFPU. He stated 
that he was unable to recall that he had ever been a member of the California 
Federation of Political Unity, which it was believed the letters pertained to, 
He said, however, that the other organization listed as "A.Z.A." was a WA 
Jewish boys fraternity to which he belonged during that period, L 


RUBIN then testified that he knew the subject in the period 1938 
and 1939; but said that he could not recall where he had met the 
subject, adding that he could not specifically recall that TSIEN was 
ever in attendance at the Communist Party meetings which he had previously 
described, He explained that it had been a long time since he had terminated 
his activities with regard to the Communist Party; and hence, his memory 
was very hazy on many of the things that transpired, He added he had been 
questioned on: several occasions during the past two years by Federal Bureau 
of Investigation Agents and investigators of the Immigration and Naturaliza~ 
tion Services; and as a result, he was unable to clearly differentiate between 
his memory and his recollection. 


RUBIN was then asked the question as to whether it were possible 
that he could have met the subject at the Communist Party meetings described 
by him. In answer he stated, "It seems fairly probable to me." He was 
then asked the question, "Is it more probable that you met Dr. TSIEN at 
these Communist meetings that you.describe than it was that you had met 
him otherwise?" In answer to which he stated, "I cannot recall any other 
probable reason for my having been acquainted with him? 


4s the questioning proceeded, RUBIN was questioned as to whether 
it was possible for him to say that TSIEN was not a member of the Communist 
Party Unit during the latter part of 1938 and 1939. Im answer thereto, 
RUBIN stated, "I would not be able to say that he was not a member." 
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Additionally, RUBIN véstified that he was not presently a member of the 
Communist Party and that he stopped attending meetings in 1939, and that 
since that time, he ceased having any further interests in the activities 
of the Party. 


After RUBIN's testimony was” completed, the hearing was recessed 
until 9:30 a.m, the following day. At this time ‘the hearing was ‘reconvened. 


. The first witness called was DONALD srasresran nna. After 
preliminary questioning to establish WAKELING's iden ty, he testified 

that he had joined the Communist Party, in late 1938 or early 1939, and that 
he belonged to a branch that was known as the Pasadena Prpfession. Section. 
At this time he testified that his ex-wife DOROTHY oe ae ‘STBIN) was 
likewise a member$ having joined at the same time. an 


WAKELING testified that in 1938 he resided in a house on the 1,00 
block on South Chester Avenue » Pasadena, California. In answer to the 
question by examining officer if any meetings of the Communist Party Pro- 
fessional Unit of Pasadena were ever held’ at his home during 1938 or 1939, 
WAKELING replied as follows: "Meetings were held at our residencé at that 
period of time which I personally thoroughly umderstood to be meetings of 
the Commmist Party, Pasadena Professional Section," 


WEKELING then testified that he knew TSIEN, which was followed 
by a question} "Do you recognize him as having attended meetings of the 
Communist Party that were held in your home during’ 1938 and 1939?" In 
answer to this question, WAKELING replied, "I do." WAKBELING’ then explained 
that because of the pressure of his employment during that period and due 
somewhat to his fundamental lack of interest in the activity, that he was 
not @ regular attendant at the meetings held in his home; but that based 
on his limited attendance, that he recalls having seen the subject at these 
meetings as many as three or four times. 


In answer to the question, "Mr. WAKBLING, how did it happen that 
you have identified Dr. TSIEN as having attended Comuunist Party meetings 
in your home?", WAKELING answered in the following manner: Shortly after 
the inception of the group under discussion, we were requested as a group 
and as individuals to locate and cultivate persons considered as suitable 
members of the group. If satisfied of their intelligence and their ability 
to be quiet, so to speak, we were requested to invite them to attend thé 
meeting and in advance notify the group so that they would know someone 
would arrive who was not presently a member of the group. On one occasion, 
this gentleman"; (an interposed objection by the examining officer identified 
the "gentleman as the subject!) ; WAKELING proceeded, "I do--arrived at our 
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house, I believe in the presence of Dr. SIDNEY WEINBAUM, and was introduced 
to the group at large and sat in on the discussions which were quite in- 
nocuous. He -- as other people did ~~ attended several other meetings, as I 
I have previously stated, of the group and I presumed that judgment was 
passed on his qualifications for membership in the group." > Following this, 
WAKELING testified that he was not presently a member of the Communist 
Party, having disassociated himself from the Party sometime in 1939, 


WAKELING then testified as follows with regard to a meeting that 
he recalled which was held at the home of Dr. OPPENHEIMER: "The general 
nature of them was discussion of progressive labor, support of the news— 
paper ' The People!s World', the reading of books by such Persons 28 JOHN ssn 
_/TRACHEY and KaRI ARK, and -- the name of the STRACHEY volume which was 
sed largely as 4 Sextbook escapes me at the moment--it concerned industrial 
conditions in England, and the book, 'Das Kapital', was frequently used 
as what we might call a reference work. These gatherings were not in the 
nature of a class or anything of that nature--it was a reading and dis- 
cussion group; we would, for instance, be asked at the conclusion of one i 
meeting for everyone to read chapter one of STRACHEY's book, and one in- 
dividual in particular might be requested to do quite a thorough job of 
reading in order that they could give a report on that chapter and then 
discussion on the interpretation would take place at the meeting." 


Previously, at the time ROSANOFF was testifying, he had typified 
the meetings as "bull sessions with some direction on political subjects, 
WAKELING was then asked if this was a fair approximation of the nature of 
the meetings. He answered, "I would venture to say that was very true." 
After interruption, he added, “Excuse me, Sir. I.venture to say that was 
very true, that they were what we would loosely term bull sessions on 
political subjects and political philosophy, but a bull session on democracy 
is a bull session on democracy, and a bull session on Communism, is a byil 
session on Communism," 


On cross-examination by the subject's counsel, he was questioned 

at considerable length about meetings at which prospective members were 

. present. In answer to the questiori as to whether or not such meetings 
were actually Communist Party meetings, WAKELING explained that these 
meetings were definitely Communist Party meetings, but that the fact was 
not made known to the person under observation (being considered for re- 
cruitment). They were still Commmist Party meetings but the person under 
observation was not aware of it. 


WAKELING testified that of the total number of meetings that he, 
WAKELING, attended, that there were two or three meetings when recruits 


ad 


. . b3 
at . bre 
or possible recruits were present, Included among these meetings was the 
one that he had previously described when TSIEN was brought to the meeting 
by SIDNEY WEINBAUM, WAKELING added that it was possible that a recruit 
being brought to a meeting might already be a Communist without the general 
knowledge of the body at large. Under questioning by subject's attorney, 
he stated it was likewise true that he obviously might not have been. 


Under cross-questioning by the subjedt's attorney, WAKELING stated 
that because of the passage of time, it was difficult for him to be ‘specific 
in his answers, but he stated that he definitely recalled the meeting that 
TSIEN was presented by WEINBAUM, and on this occasion he was "concretely 
positive’ of the presence of WAKELING's wife, WEINBAUM, ALBRECHT, and 4T 
believe" FRAN JAOPPENHETVER. . 


1 
. WAKELING was then shown by the examining officer a photograph of 
@ 1939 facsimile Communist Party membership registration form which had 
previously been introduced by WILLIAM F. HYNES, After examination of the | 
photograph of the document, ra stated that the descriptive data 


concerning his then wife (DOROT WAKELING), which was contained thereon, 
was substantially correct to the’b st of his knowledge. 


At the completion of WAKELING!s testimony, questioning of the 
subject by his counsel was then continued. COOPER referred to a question 
asked at a previous hearing by the examining officer as to whether or not 
the subject would fight for. the United States in the event the United States 
went to war with Communist China. He then asked the subject, “Taking the 
situation as it is today, if you were drafted, what wonld you do?! To 
this the subject answered, "I have always obeyed the law of the country 
and if the law of the country say that I will be drafted and required me 

* to fight, then I shall obey that law." 


Subject's counsel then asked him if he remembered ROSANOFF who had 4 
previously testified, and subject stated he did not recall him, Subject 4 
then testified that he knew SXYLVAN RUBIN but was unable to state for certain 4 
where he had met him, explaining that it must have been on the Cal Tech a 
campus .either in classes in Physics or seminars in Physics, 


COOPER then referred to previous testimony of the subject in which 
he stated that he had attended gatherings, which in retrospect might have 
been meetings of the Communist Party, and asked the subject if he recalled 
having met RUBIN at such gatherings, Subject stated he could not so recollect, : 
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COOPER then asked the subject if he recognized DONALD WAKELING, 

who had testified previously, and asked if he recognized him as someone 

that he had seen before. Subject answered, "I have to search very hard 
- in my memory when T saw him this morning, and when I did, I have a slight 

recollection of this man." He added that he had no recollection as to 

where he had met him. He said further that ‘he did not definitely recall 

that he had ever been in WAKELING's home, but added it was quite possible 

he may have, explaining that he often drove SIDNEY WEENBAUM because the 

latter had no car, and quite often. upon arrival, he would be invited in 

to what he termed "gatherings", 


(Throughout: questioning of all witnesses, including the subject, 
his counsel, COOPER, interposed many objections when the gatherings were 
referred to as Communist Party meetings. He consistently referred to 
these "gatherings" in a restricted sense and continued a running objection 
to any such situation being referred to as a Communist Party meeting.) 


TSIEN. testified that he had never seen anyone pay dues at such 
gatherings, and he was then asked by his counsel if he ever paid any 
money at these gatherings. 


The following is the subject's verbatim answer: "To that question 
I have to answer in two categories. In any of these gatherings at home I 
never paid anything, but there are gatherings--let's say party, really, 
given for some reasons I don't quite know; the number of people at these 
parties are very large that are generally given; as some sort of refresh- 
ments were served then. It seemed to be a general rule that anybody who 
were there paid twenty-five cents -- fifty cents, or so, and I, of course, 
did accordingly." 

’ 

As a concluding question, COOPER again apprised his client, the 
subject, of the penalty for perjury and the fact that he was under oath, 
and then asked him if he had ever joined the Communist Party, to which . 
the subject replied, "I did not join the Communist Party." He was then 
asked, "Were you ever a member of the Communist Party?" to which he answered, 
"To my own knowledge, I am not a member of the Communist Party--I was not 
a member of the Communist Party." 


“Questioning of the subject was then resumed by the hearing officer 
Guring which the subject was asked whether he had ever subscribed to the 
"Daily Peoplets World", Subject stated that he, during approximately the 
year 1938 or 1939, did subscribe to the “Daily People's World", and that 
it was quite possible that his subscription had run for a year, Subject 
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stated that he knew now that the "Daily People!s World" was "the official 
organ of the Communist Party of the, United States. He stated that he 
knew that such was the case now, but that he did not know it at the time 
that he subscribed to this paper. 


Subject explained that he had first seen an issue of this paper 
in either WEINBAUM's or DUBNOFF's ‘home, and that he subseribed to it be- 
cause he found that the newspaper was sympathetic to the cause in China, 
"resisting the invasion and aggression of Japan", 


Subject explained in anéwer to questions which followed that he 
read the "Daily People's World" only because he was interested in the 
oriental news and that he did not read it very thoroughly and was rather un- 
familiar with any other issues which were written about or discussed by 
the paper. 


Subject testified that he could not recall specifically as to 
who suggested that he subscribe to the "Daily People's World", but stated 
that it was very likely that it was at the "gatherings" the suggestion 


_ was made to him that he subscribe to the paper. 


_ In responte to questioning by the examining officer as to the 
possibility of subject's having read Communist Party publications, the 
subject generally answered to the effect that he had never read anything 
which he knew then or knows now to be an official Communist Party publica- 
tion, This was followed by a specific question as to whether he had 
ever participated in a discussion of "Das Kapital". The subject answered, 
“The book 'Das Kapital't was quite well known to me because it was very 
famous and that book, in fact, was on the book shelf of many of my acquain- 
tances; discussion of a book dike that did not signify me anything un- 
usual so I could not have definite recollection that the book was mentioned 
or discussed," 

He was then asked if he warticipated in any discussion of KARL 
MARX or ENGELS at any of the meetings that he attended, In answer to this. 
question, he stated, "This would be in the sdme spirit as what you call 
discussion on 'Das Kapital!®, Subject was then questioned about STRACHEY's 
book, and he stated that he did not remember the book and doubted that 
he had ever read it, 

Subject was then Shown Government Exhibit Number 6, which was 
a facsimile of 1939 Communist Party registration form which had previously 
been entered in evidence by WILLIAM F, HYNES which indicated that he was 
a member of the Communist Party and was asked if he could explain its 
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existence. In answer thereto, he stated, "I could not explain things I 
have absolutely no knowledge of." This was followed by the question, 
"Well, did you have any enemies who would, for the purpose of deceiving, 
register you as a Communist Party member?! ‘The subject answered, "Since 
Iam under cath, I can only answer the truth and I do not know the matter 
connected with your question," He added that he could not offer an ex- 
planation of "things which I have absolutely no knowledge of." 


At the subject's previous hearing, evidence had been introduced 
by WILLIAM F. HYNES in the form of a 1939 facsimile Communist Party member- 
ship registration form which reflected that RICHERD NEWIONALEWIS was like- 
wise a member of Professiona}, Unit #122 of the Communist, arty, using the 
Party alias of RICHARD N SALLE» 


- On February 21, 1951, the Federal Grand Jury in Albany, New York, 


_weturned an indictment against LEWIS charging him with Fraud Against the © 
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Government as the result of his Having filed a Persorinel Security Question~- 


naire with the Atomic Energy Commission, at which time he failed to list 
thereon thet he was a member of the Communist Party. . . . 


On March 7, 1951, the subject was arraigned at Albany, New York, 
at which time he was released on $2,500 bond after having entered a plea 
of not guilty, 


. Following his arraignment and after consulting with his attorney, 
LEWIS appeared at the Albany Office at which time he was interviewed by * 
Agents. At this time, LEWIS admitted his membership in the Communist Party 
from 1938 to the latter part of 19h or early 1912. On this same occasion 
IEWIS identified twenty-two other members of the Unit and executed in~ 
dividual signed statements concerning each in which he set forth the fact 
that he, LEWIS, had been a member of the Communist Party and his knowledge 
as to the membership of the individuals he had identified, 


Included in the signed statements veferred to hereinbefore, LEWIS 
executed the following signed statement with regard to the subject of this 
case: 


"Albany, New York 
March 9, 1952 


"TI, RICHARD a} LEWIS, make the following statement to WILLIAM 


F, GUILPOILE and HAROLD B. ROSS, whom I know to be Special Agents 
of the ‘Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises of 
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reward have been made to me to induce me to make this statement 
and I do so voluntarily and of my own free will, I have been 
advised of my right to counsel and that this statement may be 
used in a court of law, . 


"I was born May 3, 1916 at Berkeley, California, 


"From September, 1938 until the latter part of 1941, or early 
192, I wes ‘a member of the Communist Party at Pasadena, California, 
and was assigned to Professional Unit No. 122 at Pasadena. This - 
unit held weekly meetings during this period at the homes of various 
members. 


"I recall HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, a Research Associate at the California 
Institute of Technology, as being a membsr of this unit, and he 
attended meetings regularly during the time that he was a member 
of this unit. He was an active member of the unit at the time it 
disbanded in 191, or early 192. He apparently was not a leader 
in the group and appeared to be a rank and file member, 


"I have read the above statement and state that it is true to 
the best of my knowledge and belief and have signed below in my 
own handwriting. . 


s/ "Richard N. Lewis 
RICHARD NT LEWIS 


UWITNESS; 

s/"William FP. Guilfoile, 
“UILTAN Fy GUILFOTIE, Special Agent, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation | 


s/*Harold B, Ross 
"HEROLD B. ROSS, Special Agent, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation" 


After the completion of the hearing, results of which have been 


set forth in the foregoing, ALBERT M. del GUERCIO, Examining Officer, 
inmigration and Naturalization Service at Los Angeles, advised that the 
hearing was being closed and the evidence presented would be taken under 
consideration by the local Hearing Officer. 


Upon ‘being advised of the fact that RICHARD NEWTON LEWIS had 
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reversed his previously established position of not naming other members 

of the Unit and had executed a signed statement concerning the subject of 
this case, he said he felt the subject's hearing would be reopened for the 
purpose of taking further testimony from LEWIS in the event he would agree 


to testify. 


4K 


PENDING 


@ 
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THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE; 
At Los Angeles, California; Will maintain liaison with Local 


officials of INS, and will repors further action Seeking to deport the 
subject which is being contemplated by INS. 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG at Los Angeles 
dated 1/20/51, 
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‘STANDARD FORM NO. 6& 


Office Mé 
TO z MES AL OH. BELMONT Oy ; pate: March 30, 1951 


tela, 
FROM : we RP. soon hy 


@ AY a ‘ as) ! 
suyecr, = “Fsur Sven srey 4A 
. ESPIONAGE ~ ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN 
a HEREIN IS UNCLIS IFIED. 7 
S113 26 Byori 
Ur. Maurice Ro AT 8, AS BY <cnreps—meve s tigations 
Section, Central Office, INS, Washington, D. G., telephonically : 
contacted Supervisor John EB. Foley on March 20, 1951, and referred 
to the above-entitled case. He advised that Hsue Shen Tsien is 
subject to deportation by the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
und to effect that deportation, the Los Angeles office of his Service 
ts making every effort. Necessary to the effective Heotorpzeut of 


STATES GOVERNMENT 


andum + oe 


ihe deportation charges ts the testimony of Richard NewtorALewis. 
Therefore, Mr. Roberts posed the question: Can INS subpoena Lewis 
_ to testify in the Hsue Shen Tsien case on the Pacific Coast. 


Ur. Roberts pointed out that Lewis was interviewed by INS 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, but refused to cooperate. Thereafter, 
tr. Roberts stated Lewis apparently had a change of heart and is 
more than willing to furnish the U. 8. Government with information. 
It appears that Lewis has already been interviewed by Agents of this 
Bureau and, to all intents and purposes, is proving. cooperative. 
According to Mr. Roberts the Los Angeles office of INS has received 
a@ copy of a statement made by Lewis te Agents of the Albany Field 
Division of this Bureau. More or less predicated on this statement, 
INS now desires to subpoena Lewis to testify in the Hsue Shen Tsien 
CcUSse. 
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NEXT. RICHARD NEWONNLEWIS IS UNDER SUBPOENA TO TESTIFY AT THIS’ A. ad 


HEARING AND HAS APPARENTLY SIGNIFIED WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE 4s 
FULLY. OTHERWISE NO FURTHER EVR OPHENTS, THIS CASE. 
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HEARING RECONVENED TQDAY IN CLOSED SESSION. ONLY WITNESS HEARD 


WAS RICHARD NEWTO yf 


WISe AFTER BEING SWORN, LEWIS IDENTIFIED 
SUBJ, WHO WAS PRESENT, AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS. 

HE JOINED C.P. USING PARTY ALIAS OF RICHARD nefCatGaLLe 
IN LATE THIRTYEIGHT AND REMAINED MEMBER UNTIL EARLY FORTYTWO. ' 


FORM PERTAINED TO HIM. DURING THREE AND ONE HALF YEARS HE WAS . 

MEMBER HE REGULARLY ATTENDED MEETINGS ON FREGUENCY OF ABOUT ONCE 

A WEEK, MOST OF WHICH WERE -"CLOSED." HE SAW SUBJ AT MAJORITY OF THESE 
MEETINGS AND "HE BELIEVED" TSIEN WAS MEMBER AND REMAINED ONE Nn Pe 
TIME THAT UNIT DISSOLVED IN EARLY FORTYTWO. SAID HE WAS 

"FAIRLY CERTAIN"THAT HE SAW s REGULARITY 3 
DURING PERIOD THIRTYEIGHT DAS Berar wat 4 Obeers eg 


(APR. IG 1951 
MEETING. ALSO NAMED ALL MEMBERS peux HOM HE “PREVIOUSLY PrRCUTER 


COPIES DESTROYED 


SIGNED STATEMENTS. LEWIS TESTIFIED IN FORTHRIGHT MANNER mye 
886° Nov 14 1960 


PAGE TWO 


AsMs DEL GUERCIO, OF INS, EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH HIS TESTIMONY. 
GRANT COOPER, SUBJECTS ATTY, DID NOT CROSS QUESTION LEWIS AND 
HEARING WAS CLOSED. DEL GUERCIO CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED AN AGENT 
WHO WAS PRESENT THAT COOPER LATER SAID HE DID NOT CROSS 
QUESTION LEWIS IN THAT LATTER, AFTER PREVIOUS HEARINGS AT PHILADELPHIA, 
TOLD COOPER ALL THE FACTS THAT HE TESTIFIED TO TODAY. COOPER 
SAID THAT HE FELT WE MIGHT HURT SUBJECTS CASE RATHER THAN HELP, ~ 
IT IF WE HAD CROSS QUESTIONED. ALSO TOLD DEL GUERCIO THAT / 
"AS A LAWYER HE DIDNIT AGREE WITH MANNER IN ¥HICH EVIDENCE WAS PRESEN- 
TED, BUT PERSONALLY HE WAS NOW CONVINCED IN HIS OWN MIND THAT SUBJ HAD 
BEEN MEMBER OF CaP. DURING PERTINENT PERIOD." DEL GUERCIO ALSO ADVISED 
THAT HE NOW FEELS THAT THE ULTIMATE RULING WILL BE THAT SUBJ BE 
DEPORTED. SAID THAT IN VIEW OF FACT THAT "NO ONE REALLY WANTS 
TO DEPORT SUBJ", THAT INS WAS CONSIDERING PRESENTING FACTS TO 
USA RE POSSIBLE PERJURY PROSECUTION AFTER FINAL DEPORTATION RULING Is 
MADE. INS IS TAKING DEPOSITION TODAY FROM LEWIS RE ERIMAHEEGARD FOR USE 
IN DENATURALIZATION PROCEEDINGS AGAINST HIM, WHICH IS BEING 
HANDLED BY INS, SAN FRANCISCO. RPT FOLLOWS. BALT, ALBANY, SAN FRAN 
ADVISED BY MAILs “ 
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONING. ON APRIL SIXTEEN LAST SUBJECTS # fo a 
DEPORTATION WAS RECONVENED. COOPER, SUBJECTS ATTORNEY, PRESENTED 

JACOB wNgypvorr AS DEFENSE WITNESS. DUBNOFF ADMITTED 

HIS OWN MEMBERSHIP IN CP: BUT CLAIMED HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF MEMBERSHIP. OF 
SUBJECT. HIS TESTIMONY WAS GENERALLY VERY VAGUE AND NON SPECIFIC. 
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DID TESTIFY THAT TSIEN WAS INTERMITTENTLY IN ATTENDANCE AT 

MEETINGS. CLAIMED COULD NOT IDENTIFY rzcuaoagsaor OR RICHARD Ne ; 
urs. as MEMBERS OF UNIT. SUBJ TESTIFIED ONLY TO INDICATE THAT HE HAD 

MET MALINA IN ORIGINAL ROCKET RESEARCH AND LEARNED THAT HE W& es 
INTERESTED IN MUSIC. THROUGH MALINA MET WEINBAUM AND AS RESULT , 
ATTENDANCE AT QUOTE MUSICALES QUOTE. LOCAL REVIEWING OFFICER 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:, 


-Subject's deportation hearing reconvened: fp? 2, { 
4/11/51. RICHARD NEWTON LEWIS testified . Fi 
that he joined CP using Party alias of 
’ RICHARD N. LA SALLE in late 1938 and remained - 

sh member until early 1942. During 34 years of 

\ membership regularly attended meetings most 

» of which were "closed", He saw subject’ at 
Got bel majority of these meetings and said that "he 

fi believed" subject was member of CP Unit ana 


REPORT MADE BY JUG 


ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG 


L 


c) we remained so until Unit dissolved in early 192. 
. isl INS advises subject's case will mow be reviewed 
, 2 to yeach decision re deportatio#~i. . o 
CSI RO QL eSeay 
: . io -P- : “a 
mw ptithes a i oe 
DELAILS: eee of asqu 


On February 11, 1951 the subjectts deportation hear-~ 
ing, which was attended by the reporting agent, was reconvened 
in the offices of Immigration and Naturalization Service, 117 4 
West 9th Street, Los Angeles, California. The only witness called 
was RICHARD NEWTO EWIS who, after being sworn, testified to the 
following facts: : ‘ . 


initially he identified the subject who was also presents) 
and stated he had known him since ‘approximately 1938, 2 py 


roe 
LEWIS joined the Comnuni st Party in Pasadena, Cali- ee . 
fornia, and was attached to what he knew to be the Profession: 
Unit. He was solicited to membership’ in the group by PRANKMOPPEN- 
HEIMER who, at that time, was a graduate student at the CalifPornta 
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1 He wwecalled that at the time he affiliated himself 
N 


With the Unit that FRANK OPPENHEIMER was a member as was SIDNEY 
KINBAUM, whom he identified as the organizer of the Unit. 
We 


At 


, During the 3% years that LEWIS was a member of the . 
Communist Party Unit, he attended meetings quite regularly, : 
which meetings were held at the approximate frequency of once 

a week, These meetings were held in the homes of various mem- 
bers, whom he identified as follows: 


SIDNEWAWETNBAUM 

FRANK -OPPENHE IMER 
GENEAWAKELING (DONALD 
S AWAKELING )_ 
SAMARLCE : 
FRANK AMA LINA 

"probed 


ly one or two 
others" : 


a 


Vv Over a punning objection of the subject's counsel, 
GRANT B OOPER, LEWIS characterized thesé meetings as definite 
Communist Party meetings, which were for the most part “closed, 
By "closed" meetings, they were described as meetings at which 
non members were not permitted to attend. Some meetings were . 
"open" in the sens: that at these meetings possible recruits 
were in attendance and joined in the discussions. LEWIS saw 
the subject at the majority of these "closed" meetings, which 
took place during the period from late 1938 through the early 
part of 1942. LEWIS characterized the type of discussion at 
these meetings as "discussion of Communist Party principles md 
any other matters that we, as Communists, believe to be timely 
at the time." The subject participated in most of these dis- 
cussions. : 

Dues were paid by LEWIS, according to’ his recollec- 
tion, to SIDNEY WEINBAUM, identified as. the organizer of the 
Unit. In amount, these were 10¢ per month the then current rete 
for students. 


At this point in the testimony a 1939 Facsimile 
Communist Party membership registration form, which had pre- 
viously been furnished by WILLIAM Fs NES, was shown LEWIS. After 
perusal thereof, he testified that the descriptive information 
contained thereon pertained to him during the pertinent period. / 
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The examining officer then questioned LEWIS as to 
whether the following individuals were, likewise, ‘members of 
the Professional Unit to which he belonged; it being noted 
thet with the exception of LILLIANAMALINA and LENASWEINBAUM, 
HYNES had previously introduced fAc'simile 1939 Conmlunist Party 
registration forms, which reflected that these individuals 
were, likewise, members of Professional Unit #122 of the 
Communist Party in Pasadena, California, during the year 1939. 
in each instance where LEWIS was questioned as to whether the 


following listed individuals were members of the Unit, he 
answered "I believe so:' 


TACOPUBNOR? 
FRANK OPPENHEIMER 
ERTEYHBEGAARD 
CUSTAVJALBRECHT 
SAM RICE 
DOROTHYMWAKELING 
EUGENEXBRUNNER 
ADELINEMBRUNNER 
SADIEXRICE 
SYLVANARUBIN 
KARINSUGAR 


LOUISNBERKUS ; 
SHIRLEYABERKUS 
BEL: OFF 


LENAPATEINBAUM - 
SIDNEY WEINBAUM 
LILLIAN MALINA 


LEWIS added that in some instances his recollection 
of these people was only: faint and he could only remember gen- 
erally that they were in attendance at meetings, 


LEWIS was then questioned as to whether the subject 
was in attendance at "closed" meetings within the limits of 
which he had previously defined these meetings during the years 
1938 through 1941. In reply to these questions, he stated that 
he was "fairly certain" that such was the case. In general, - 
LhWIS “testified that he could definitely remember that TSIEN, 
d@uring the period 1938 through early 1942, attended "closed" 
meetings but that he, because of passage of time, had no re- 
collection of any specific meeting. 
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At this time LEWIS again restated his definition of 
"closed" meetings in the following sense: 


"Regule@ meetings at which non members were 
not usually admitted. Occasionally non 
members, who were prospects for membership, 
were admitted.” 


In answer.to a direct question from the examining 
officer at to his knowledge of membership on the part of the 
subject, LEWIS stated that he "believed that TSIEN was a mem- 
ber.” 


LEWIS, with reference to the dissolution of the 

Unit, testified that it was his recollection that the Unit dis- 
banded sometime between Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, and 
June, 192, fixing this date as being most probably in February 
or March, 1942. He testified that it was his recollection that 
he "believed" that TSIEN was a member at the time the Unit dis- 
solved, After direct questioning of LEWIS by ‘the examining 
officer, A. M, DEL GUERCIO, at the request of the subject's 
counsel the hearing was recessed to permit COOPER to confer? 
with his client. 


After a few minute recess the hearing was reconvened. 
at which time COOPER announced that he did not wish to cross- 
question LEWIS concerning the matters testified to by him.- 


At this time the hearing was recessed and the exam~ 
ining officer stated that the Government had no further evidence 
to introduce at this time. , 


PENDING 


LA | . ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


It should be noted thet the hearing referred to in 
the investigative section of this report was closed, in that 
no other individuals not immediately concerned, other than the 
reporting agent, were allowed to be in attendmce. Wo publicity 
resulted from this hedring. 


It was the observation of the reporting agent that 
LEWIS testified in a forthright and direct manner and gave his 
testimony in a convincing manner. 


On April 1h, 1991 A. M. DEL GUERCIO made aveilable~ 
to the reporting agent a copy of a letter by H. R. LANDON, 
District Director of the local office of Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service, which was directed to IRVING J. HIGBEE, United 
States Attorney, Northern District New York, Syracuse, New York. 
in this letter LANDON outlined the matters upon which LEWIS tes- 
tified at the subject's deportation hearing on April 11, 1961. 
This letter, in so fer as it affects LEWIS! degree of cooperation, 
is quoted as follows: 

a 

"It is believed that Doctor LEWIS, at the 

April 11, 1951 deportation hearing, testi- 

fied truthfully and his testimony went a 

long way in eaypor ting the charges against 

HSUE-SHEN TSIEN. 

. "Doctor LEWIS also mgde a sworn statement 

identifying one BRT. MEGAARD as a member 

of the Professional “Section of Pasadena, 

California Branch of the Communist Party, 

which may be used in a possible denatural- 

ization proceeding against said ERIK HEEGAARD.” 


Source T-1, a reliable informant, advised that COOPER, 
the subject's attorney, had stated that he did not cross-question 
LEWIS after his testimony in that he felt that he might hurt 
rather than help his client's case. He said that he had been 
approached by LEWIS at the time an attempt was made to take a 
deposition from him at Philadelphia gome months ago. at this 
time LEWIS questioned COOPER as to the position he should take 
with regard to whether he should testify or refuse to do so on 
grounds of incrimination. At this time COOPER advised LEWIS 
that he had best seek the services of another attorney in that 
he, COOPER, was not in a position to advise him in that he was 
representing the subject. OPER added that at the time of this 
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discussion, LEWIS had told him substantially all of the facts 
he testified to at the hearing reported hereinbefore. 


COOPER also advised this source that, "As a lawyer 
I do not agree with all the evidence presented because much of 
it is hearsay in the legal sense, but I am personally convinced 
that TSIEN was a memher of the Communist Party in those days." 


A. M. DEL GUERCIO of the Los Angeles Office, Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service, advised the reporting agent, 
after LEWIS had completed his testimony, that he felt that in 
view of the damaging nature thereof that it would now be almost 
a certainty that an order for deportation would be issued against 
the subject. He said that the record would first be reviewed by 
the local examiner, ‘at which time it would be referred to the 
Immigration Commissioner at Washington, D.C. 


He explained the procedure by stating that in the 
event the Commissioner ruled that the deportation warrant should 
be executed that the subject could then appeal to the Deportation 
Hearing Board. In the event this appeal resulted negatively, an 
attempt could be made to stay the execution of ‘the warrant by 
obtaining a writ of Habeas Corpus. DEL GUERCIO went on to state 
that in the event this final action were taken by the subject 
that the court: would not review the evidenge presented to show 
that the subject was actually a menber of the Communist Party, 
but would merely rule that there appeared to be reasonable belief ~ 
that such was the case, and that he hed.peen afforded a fair trial. 


DEL GUERCIO then stated, "No one really wants this 
fellow deported. I think that we may present the facts of this 
case to the United States Attorney after the final ruling has 
been obtained with regard to deporpbation to see if he feels that 
there is a basis for prosécution gn charges of perjury.” 


THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


At Los Angeles, California: 


: Will maintain liaison with officials of the Los 
Angeles Office of Immigration and Naturalization Service to 
report the final ruling of.the local hearing officer with regard 
to deportation proceedings presemtily in effect against the sub- 
ject. . : 

Copies of this report are being sent to the offices 
designated for information in that the Baltimore and Albany 


Offices are currently conducting investigation with regard to 
RICHARD NEWTON LEWIS. 

- & copy is being made available tb the Sen Francisco 
Office in that ERIK HKBGAARD, referred to herein, presently 
presides within the confines of that office. 
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a DUBNOFF appeared as defense witness and admitted 
his Commmist Party membership, but claimed had nny 
» no lmowLedge of membership of subject other than O1O te 
2 \ he was intermittently in attendance at meetings. 4 
1 & g DUBNOFF said he could not identify RICHARD N=WTON JUN 80 1877 
2 to” LEWIS or RICHARD ROSANOFP as members of the Com- | ANS. 
. 2? munist Party, Subject then testified that he BY: 
iia Ae” met FRANK MALINA on original rocket research and 
La aot learned that he was interested in music; through. 
cag) AMALINA met SIDNEY WEINBAUM and as a result attended 
CH ¢ wv Mimsicsles a . 
g ; 
AD so -P- SEE REVERSE th 
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On April 16, 1951, A. M. DL GUERCIO, of the locdl office of Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service, advised the reporting Agent that he had | 
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Subject 's deportation hr 26k <2 reconvened , 
4/16/51 at request of his counsel. JACOB W. 


been telephonically contacted by GRANT B, COOPER, the subject's counsel, 

At that time COOPER requested that the subject's deportation hearing be 
reconvened, in that he wished to présent additional evidence on behalf of 
his client. . 

On the same date the subject's deportation hearing was reconvened —, ’ 


at the offices of Immigration and Naturalization Service, 117 West Ninth CPZ 


: cA 
Street, Los Angeles, California. The Hearing Officér‘in Charge was JOSEPH é. 
A. DUMMSL. Examining Officer was ALBERT DEL GU4RCIQ. The subject and his 
counsel, GRANT B. [COOPERS were likewise present. After the hearing was 
OQ} Lon 
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reconvened, COOPER called for testimony JACOB W, NOFF who, after being 
sworn, testified to the following as a result of dirsot examination by 
COOPER: : . 

DUBNOFF admitted that he had, been a member of the Communist..Rarty, 
during the years 1937, 1938, and 1939, and was attached to what he knew as 
a professional unit which was made up, for the most part, of individuals 
from the campus of California Institute of Technology. DUBNOFF was actually 
the first member of this group. DUBNOFF, in connection with his member- 
ship in the professional unit, was at one time treasurer and later was 
organizer for a short period of time. 


It was brought out by questioning of DUBNOFF by COOPER that the 
membership complement of the unit was about a dozen. DUBNOFF stated, 
however, that he was not clear as to the exact number involved. 


DUBNOFF then identified the subject, who was present, and testified 
that he had known him during the period 1937 through possibly 1940, 
but stated that he could not recall as to where he had originally met 
him, 


- COOPER then directed a series of questions to DUBNOFF, seeking: to 
establish the frequency of the meetings and the places at’ which they were 
held. In answer to these questions DUBNOFF testified that it was his 
recollection that meetings were held at the approximate frequency of 
twice a month, but steted that he could nob recall as to where these 
meetings were held. He did state #Mat he was certain that a number of 
the meetings had been held™ig, hig”own home, and that possibly.some were 
NBAUM. In answer to a direct question 


held in the home of Dr. SIDNETS 


as to whether he recalled ther'd be B any meetings at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. WAKELING, DUBNOFF stated that he could not recall that such was the 
case. ‘ 


Following this COOPER propounded a series of questions to DUBNOFF 
along lines to elicit from him a definition: of "open" or "closed meetings. 
In answer to this line of ‘questioning, DUBNOFF related that the workings 
of the unit were always on a very informal basis, in that the 
group had actually stemmed from a prior discussion group, and the previously 
loosely organized procedures remained somewhat in effect. He went on 
to relate that meetings took the form of study group discussions on 


international affairs, political theory, and reviews of books and arti- 
cles, © . 


DUBNOFF testified that he could recall only one specific meeting 
that was closed, in the sense that non-members were not present. He 
was rather obscure as to his recollection of this meeting, but stated 
that he had a recollection that at this meeting registration of members 
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took place and that someone, apparently a representative of the County 
Headquarters of the Commumist Party, had been present for the registration. 


Following this COOPER completed his direct examination by the fol- 
lowing questions: "All right, now based upon your present recollection, 
was Dr. TSIEN ever a member of the Communist Party professional unit at 
CalTech?" In answer to this, DUBNOFF replied, "To the best of ‘my know- 
ledge he was nob a member." COOPER then asked DUBNOFF if he récailed 
ever having collected dues from TSIEN, to which DUBNOFF replied that he 
did not so recall. : . 

Following the direct examination of DUBNOFF by COOPER, he was ques- 
tioned at considerable length by DEL GUSRCIO. This questioning of DUBNOFF 
by DEL GUERCIO consumed considerable time, and the material. that follows 
is a sutmation 6f the answers given to questions as propounded by DEL 
GUERCIO. : 


DUBNOFF testified that he had never, prior to the time he was called 
to testify at the trial of WEINBAUM, announced the fact that he was a 
menber of the Communist Party. He explained that he had not done so be- 
cause, "Well, there are many who -Look with disfavor on the Communist 
Party even at that time." DUBNOFF then related that he had.been treasurer 
of the unit and as such had access to the records of that, unit; which 
was followed by a question as to whether he was, therefore, in a position 
to name all of the members of the unit. In anawer to this question 
DUBNOFF stated, "I would have been then, I am not now." He explained that 
he was not able to do so presently "because I rely on my memory, which 
is not a good one", adding that he had-a bad memory. . 


DEL GUERCIO then propounded the following questions: "How do 
remember whether or not TSIEN was a member of that unit?" DUBNOFF re~ 
plied, "I did not make any statement in that fashion. I said I do not 
remember him as a member of the Communist Party."" He was then asked, 

"He may have been a member of that unit?", to which DUBNOFF answered, 

"That is conceivable." It was then brought out by questioning that 

in DUBNOFF's opinion the subject could not have been a member of the pro~ 
fessional unit without his, DUBNOFF's, having knowledge thereof, adding that 
it is "my impression he was not a member." 


DUBNOFF then testified that it was impossible for him to recall all 
the names of members of the unit, in which line of questioning it was 
brought out that the probable membership during the pertinent period, that 
is to say 1939, was perhaps not in excess of twenty individuals. 


Following & ranseries of questions were directed to DUBNOFF con- 
cerning RICHARD NEWTON, Le 5S. in answer to these questions DUBNOFF 
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explained that when he was first questioned about LEWIS he had been unable 
to recall him, but that his memory with regard to him had been since re- 
freshed, due principally. to newspaper publicity in connection with the 
latter's indictment. DUBNOFF!s testimony generally took the trend that 
he could recall LEWIS and that the only way he could recall him was in 
connection with meetings, but he stated that he was still very vague 
on this point. 


The following are verbatim questions ‘and answers along this line: 


Q. Bo you know him (LSWIS) as a member of that professional 
unit? 
+ I believe he was, but I only recall him vaguely. 


A 
Q. How do you know that he was? : ‘ 
A. TI have no positive evidence in that regard, or no 
positive recollection. It is just my belief as nearly 
as I can recall it. ~ 


Q. As nearly as you can recall, do you now say that LEWIS 
was a member of that unit? 
A. I comect him with that unit. 


Q. As a member? 
A. Probably: 


0, What do you mean, "probably"? 

A. I have no definite — I can't recall specifically such 
things as collecting dues from him or his name on a member 
list. 


Q. You never saw his name on a membership List, did you? 
A. Tcan't say - I don't recall the memberstip list. ‘ 


Q. Why can't you recall? 
A. Because there are many things that I can't recall in 
° my owl work that I consider — 4 


DUBNOFF. then testified under questioning that he had been the or- 
ganizer of the unit. This was followed by a series of questions along the 
following lines: . : 
Q. Did you call every meeting after you became organizer? 
A. I don't recall that; I assume they were on a fairly 

regular schedule, whatever that was. 


And at how many meetings of this unit did you see 
Dr. TSIEN? 


At quite a few - I can't give ea number. 


Now you say quite a few - more than ten? 
It might have been - I can't ~ - 


And during what years? . 

I can't make that - any definite statement on that. + 
I don't recall any period where I was introduced to 
him or when I really came to know hin. 


Did Dr. TSIEN attend these meetings frequently during 
the years 1939, 1940, and 1941? | 

I don't think he stood out at a meeting in such a manner 
that - despite the fact that he was an Oriental ~ that 

I would necessarily take notice since I knew him oub- 
side in other gatherings. 


. Did he attend these meetings regularly during those 


years? 
I can't say, 


You can't say? 
I can't say as to the regularity. 


You mean thet you don't remember? 
I do not remember, 


He may have, for ali you know? 
Yes,. 


Would he have attended those meetings regularly during 
those years if he were not a member of the uit. 
That is. possible, I think. , 


DUBNOFF then stated that it wes impossible for him to recall 


the names of other individuals who attended meetings as often as the subject 
who were not members of the unit. He was then asked the direct question, 
"Can you give me the names of anyone who attended those meetings with any 
regularity who was not a member of the unit?" He answered, "No, I cannot." 


DUBNOFF was then shown a facsimile 1939 Communist Party regis~ 


tration form which had previously been introduced into evidence by WILLIAM 
F. HYNES. 


that the descriptive material as it pertained to himself was correct. 


After examining the material contained thereon, DUBNOFF stated 
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This was followed by the following series of questions: 


Q. Was it possible to have registered TSIEN as a member 
of the Communist Party if he were not a member of the 
Communist Party? 

A. Not to my knowledge, 


Q. But as organizer-and treasurer of the unit, would it 
have been possible to have registered anybody as a member 
of that unit without that person being a member. 

A. To my knowledge that would not have been done. 


A& one point in the following questions, DUBNOFF summed 
his knowledge concerning the membership of the subject as follows: "I 
can merely say this - I can recall people, some better than others, and I 
can classify them as more or less probable members of the unit, but in the 
case of TSIEN, I recall him - if I recall any specific details ~ either be- 
cause he was a Chinese student or a foreigner ~ for some reason which seemed 
to me he wouldn't qualify, and that's the best I can say on this point." 


Later in the questioning DUBNOFF was asked if he knew RICHARD 
F, at which he replied, "No, I don't-remember him." DUBNOFF was then 
asked if it was impossible for ROSANOFF to have been a member without 
his, DUBNOFF's, -knowledge, at which he answered, "Apparently he admitted it 
and that means he was, but I don't have any knowledge." 


Following DUBNOFF's testimony the subject took the stand and 
was questioned by his counsel, COOPER. In general the questioning brought 
out that the subject had been very interested in music all his life, even 
during the period while he was still in China. He went on to relate that 
HOOTSUePRA RETNA when he learned the latter was interested in the 
pioneer research being done in the field of rockets. After this basis of 
association was established, TSIZN was invited to join his group, and as a 
result he became friendly with MALINA. He testified that through 
this association he learned that MALINA, like himself, had a great interest 
in classical music. It was the result of this latter basis of association 
that he learned from MALINA that WEINBAUM was likewise a lover of classical 
music; and it waslikewise from this knowledge that he subsequently met 
and became friendly with WEINBAUM and attended musicales with him. 


Following questioning by COOPER, subject was briefly re-examined 
by DEL GUERCIO. As a result of questioning it was brought out that TSIEN 
was interested in Communism during the pertinent period because, "I was 
as a ~ as a citizen of China where Communism is quite an issue there," 

TSIEN went on to relate that during this period he was interested in Marxism 
and Leninism, but stated that his interest therein was exploratory only, 
that he was neither favorably nor unfavorably disposed towards these 
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principles but was seeking to explore these doctrines in order to reach a 
decision in his own mind as to their validity. He stated that in so far 

as the present is concerned that he was definitely unfavorable to the 

principles of Marxism and Leninism, but during "that time" (1939) "I 

was still in the process of finding them out." 


After this questioning the hearing was adjourned, 
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* At Boston, Massachusetts: Pursuant to Bureau letter 
of May 15, 1951, wiil conduct the investigation requested therei: ep 


seeking to establish whether the subject, while at MIT, had 
unauthorized access to restricted data. ee, 
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The above lead was set out in the report of SA ARTHUR Seay 
C. WITTENBURG dated June 29, 1951, at Los Angeles, California. 77é 


LOS ANGELES OFFICE: 


At Los Angeles, California: Will maintain liaison with 
with offitials of the local office of the Immigration & Naturalization 
Service and will report the findings of the Commissioner of 
Immigration concerning the deportation of the subject. 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA ARTHUR C, WITTENBURG dated June 29, 1951, 
at Los Angeles, California. 
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gf Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts recap? Bele é wi 
Keddy Bees 4 Subject participated in a seminar in Nuclear Seience and 
ee adsiotie :bngineering with special reference to the use of atomic power ~ 
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f i . seussb ry ACs 
Peco fh A EGEY ae 


wea GOODMAN, Professor; Physica Department, Massachusetts 
Institute of technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts stated he 
recalled Subject participated in a seminar in Nuclear Science 
and Engineering headed by Professcr GOODMAN at MIT during they, 
fall and spring, 1946 - 1947. GOUDMAN reealled that the Sub~” 
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. ject was working in the Aeronautical Department at MIT, — 

Cambridge, Massachusetts and was a "brilliant student" with 

oia respect to scientific problems affecting aer: tical engineer 

Mee ee. ing problems. GOODMAN said he was impressed with Ene Soeioeet 

Gre brilliance and ability to assimilate some of the problems in 

ae cone connection with nuclear fission as these problems opp to 

; aoa nuclear science and engineering. GOODMAN said he faye O}in~ 
YR» formation indicating that the Subject, TSIEN, had had any 

7 panioe prior education or training in nuclear fission beford, Watiend- 
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GOODMAN declared he had a clear recollection of making certain himself 
that TSIEN had no access to any kind of classified information with 
respect to nuclear energy which GOODMAN knew to be of a classified nature. 
Professor GOODMAN stated he was “thankful” that he had been careful not 
bo grant access by the Subject to classified information when he heard 
that TSIEN had been arrested on the West Coast as he was about to leave 
the United States and, according to the story GOODMAN had heard, TSIEN 

at the time of his arrest was in possession of a great many documents we 
which GOODMAN said may or may not have been ci fied information, GOOD- 
man did not recall where he had heard this st nthe 

GOODMAN said he was much impressed with TSIEN'S biiiisente-arid‘ interest 

in the seminar headed by Professor GOODMAN. GOODMAN said TSIEN had 
contributed a chapter to a work of two volwnes which had been prepared 

ag a rasult of the seminar headed by GOODMAN, ‘This chapter prepared 

by TSIEN was Chapter Eleven of Book Two of the "Seminar in Nuclear Science 
and Engineering." GOODMAN said it was in his opinion natural for TSIEN 

as @ brilliant student of aeronautics to have exh’ od keen interest and a 
surprising understanding of the problem of the possibility of employing 
nuclear energy in air craft. GOODMAN said that in his opinion TSIEN had 
done amazingly well despite his obvious lack of knowledge of many of the 
problems of nuclear fission. 


GOODMAN seid TSIEN in his chapter which was entitled "Rockets and Other 
Thermal Jets Using Nuclear Energy" had promulgated same theories which 
from the standpoint of the student of nuclear fission were not too 
accurate, 


Ta an effort to classity * ‘this statement GOODMAN said it was an established 
fact that during the time that "top flight" theoretical physicists were 
making studies and conclusions in connection with the Manhattan project, a 
group of students working independently of the Manhattan project had "come 
up with some startling theoretical conclusions" in comection with certain 
problems with which the theoretical physicists engaged in the Manhatten 
project were making, GOODMAN said in his opinion this was the sort of 
thing that the Subject had done in connection with his study of "Rockets 
and Thermal Jets Using Nuclear Energy." GOODMAN said in his opinion the 
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Subject's conclusions in comnection with nuclear fission and air craft 
made by study without access to classified matters were wack - 7 
inaccurate in ‘some respects but. this was-understandable as the Subject, 

as far as GOODMAN knew, had had no formal training or experience with | 
nuclear “problems. GOODMAN said he had no. information to furnish indi~ ! 
cating that TSIEN had any unauthorized access to classified information and 
as‘ has already been set forth in this report, GOODMAN was certain that 
the Subject obtained no classified information while attending the seminar 
at Massachusotts Institute of Technology headed by GOODMAN. ‘ 


Boston Security Informant Tl, of known reliability, a person familiar 
with the general nature of the classified work being carried on at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology said he had no information indicat- 
ing that Subject had umauthorized access to Classified information while 
at MIT, 
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Report of Special Agent FREDERICK M. CONNORS dated December 15, 1950 at 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


Bureau letter dated May 15, 1951. 


Report of Special Agent ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG dated dune 29, 1951 at 
Los Angeles, California. 
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29, 1951. 


In view of the fact that the Los Angeles Office does not 
intend at this time to conduct any additional investigation and all 
outstanding leads have been covered except for the Los Angeles Office 
to keep in contact with the local office of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, this case will be placed in a pending in-" 
active status UACB. an 


The Los Angeles Office will,however, continue to keep “in 
contact with the local office of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service to determine the results and actions taken by the central 
office of the Immigration and Naturalization Service concerning TSIEN's 
immigration status. 
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has ordered that the subject should be deported. « Exect~ 
a tion .of this order stayed pending further instructionse 
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On March a, 1952, Special Employee Bo 


the subject's Immigration and Naturalization Service file at Los Angeles, 
California, and obtained the following information: 


On February 8, 1952, the Central Office of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service, Washington, De Ce, handed down the decision 
that the subject be ordered deported. Execution of this order of 
deportation is being stayed pending further instructions, 


The subject, on February 16, 1952, stated that he desired 
an oral argument before the Board of Immigration Appeals in Washington, 
De Ge, and on February 26, 1952, he formally made an appeal to this boards ¥ 
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(a connection with investigation being conducted by this 

the case of the above-named alien to determine whether she is sub- 
ject to deportation undér the Act of October 16, 1918, as amended, 
by veason of membership in or affiliation with the Communist Party, 
it will be appreciated if this Service can be advised as to the 
identity and availability of Informant T-7 mentioned on Page 11 of 


the report prepared by Agent Arthur (. Wittenburg, dated August 29, 
1949,.at Los Angeles, California, in the case entitled "oes Dane 
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Rerep SA PAUL F GARRITY, 1 bos Angeles, wa/s, in the 
above captioned matter. 


on 8/1/52, SA PHILIP J. REILLY, of this. office, discussed 
the matter of subject's deportation with ALLEN JUHL, Immigration 
and Naturalization Service officer, Los Angeles, who has . 
handled the TSIEN matter, and he advised that the deportation 
situation with respect to TSIEN is in the samé status as 
previously reported. However, JUHL pointed out that it is 
his understanding that the point made by the Central Office 
of Immigration and Naturalization Service concerning the stay 
of execution of the deportation order is simply another way 
of saying that the detual deportation of TSIEN to Red China 
would not be in the best interests of the United States. JUHL 
pointed out that this indefinite stay.of execution of the 
‘deportation order in. the subjectts. case is due to TSIENts 
“background in the field of jet research carried out in the 


- United States for the past ten-or more years. ‘Therefore, he 


said it may be assumed that TSIEN, although under deportation 
order, a not be deported for the reason stated above. - 


a In view of ‘this, it ‘is believed that there 4s no further 
action to be taken by this‘office at this time, and this matter 
is being closed with this. letter unless advised to the ‘contrary 
by the Bureaus as 2 


“Me JOEL advised that he will adivise this office of any 
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Rebulet 8/4/52. 


On August’ 18; 1952, contact was had with informant, T-7, mentioned 
in the report of SA ARTHUR GC. -WITTENBURG dated August 29, 199, at Los 
Angeles in the above-captioned matter. Contact was had with informant at. 
her home in Pasadena. . . 


Informant stated that she would prefer not to have her identity . 
revealed. in connection with information which she has previously furnished this 
office and would prefer not to be.a witness’ for the immigration and Naturaliza- b7D 

«tion Service in this matter. Informant stated that her reaso: i 
this are twofold; first, because she still 


be attendant upon public testimony; secondly, informant 
- stated that she could not testify to FEJER's. ménbership in the Communist 
Party but only to her idealogical alighment’to Marxist ideals, 
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SUBJECT: HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, was, 4 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(00: Los Angeles) 


For your information, your attention is called to a 
newspaper clipping contained in the "Los Angeles Times" of 
12-3-52, regarding the subject captioned "Deportation Fight 
Lost by Caltech Expert." 


It was therein disclosed that immigration authorities 
at Washington, D.C., had denied the appeal of Dr. TSIEN 
against a deportation order, according to District Director 
of Immigration HERMAN R. LANDON, LANDON stated that he had i 
not yet received any orders regarding the actual deportation 
of Dr. TSIEN, . 7 
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